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Halton Hﬁfﬂ!‘lh Unit

By Brian Ward
(one of a series)

Environmental Sanitation and
Food Control is a big name for a
big and involved job carried on
by Chief Health Inspector Jim
Powell and his public heaith
inspectors WOrKing for the
Halton County Health Unit.

Mr Powell bluntly summed up
his men’s duties, saying, g b
we're not directly responsible,
then we're indirectly involved.”
The staff of 10 public health
inspectors 18 responsible for
checking all outlets 1n Halton

JAMES POWELL is the chief
Public Health Inspector at
Halton County Health Unit.

County which handle food In
any way, from small restaurants,
delicatessens and food stores
right up to the largest of the
chain food stores. They also
check private seéwage
installations along with many
facets of life in the county
which will be dealt with later 1n
the story.

“We try to check each food
outlet eight times a year Of
better.” said Mr. Powell. “"Ihere
are many things in gestaurants
we can check for, including the
refrigeration and storage of
foods. We check the temperature
inside freezers and refrigerators
and meat stored here is checked
by appearance and odor only,
not by quality.”

Slaughterhouses are a
provincial responsibility,
mentioned the chief inspector,
since they produce government
inspected meats.

His inspectors check the
dishwashing procedures used In
restaurants and will take tests
using special sterile swabs tO
determine the presence Ol
harmful bacteria on utensils used
in the restaurant.

“Our inspector will run one Ol
tNeSC a.'-FT.T.l._PI"l‘tIPPCd SWabs
around the areas of the cup or
glass or utensil which aré most in
contact with the customer
These are then sent away to lhe€
Department of Health labs in
[oronto and the results are sent
back to us.

“A list of the faults found by
our inspector is then sent 10 the
owner and he usually comphes
with our suggestions. 1f the
worse comes to worst, we order
him to clean up his operation
and the Medical Officer of

Georgetown subscrib

Health can order the restaurant
to close down In exitreme
cases—although we haven't had a
closure in the county in many
years,” he said.

Checking food outlets is just
one of the jobs done by these
men and Mr. Powell pointed out
one of their other duties
involved the inspection of all
private sewage disposal systems
‘1 the county. This included
checking everything from septic
tanks and weeping tile fields to
outdoor privies.

“Our men are empowered
ander the Public Health Act to
enforce controls over the
disposal of sewage. Last year we
did nearly 2,400 seplic tank
inspections and many of these
were done on new home sites.
We can suggest people improve
their sewage disposal facilities
and can even order them to do it
through the Medical Officer of
Health. In fact, there have been
two court cases involving such
orders this past year.”

Summer months see public
swimming facilities in full
operation and Mr. Powell’s men
are out in force to keep an €ye
on all beaches and swimming
pools. He said they check public
swimming pools thoroughly,
keeping an eye on the change
rooms as well as the bacteria
count of the water.

Periodic checks are done at
the Kelso pools and swimming
area and inspectors take water
samples at various sites along the
17-Mile and 16-Mile Creeks, the
Credit River as well as various
sites along the shore of Lake
Ontario where it touches Halton
County. Summer camps are also
inspected to be sure they are
operated according 1o special
sanitation regulations set out by
the government.

“We handle many complaints
through this office every year,
said Mr. Powell, “but we only
investigate complaints when the
person complaining gives his
name to us. 1 can remember
when | was just starting outasa
public health inspector, the
office received an emergency
complaint which was up in the
north-east part of the county. |
dropped everything and went up
only to find the woman who
called the office saw her
neighbor’s wash was brighter
than her own and wanted to
know why,” chuckled Mr.
Powell.

The 10-man health inspector
team is stationed throughout the
county in offices at Burlington,
Oakville and in the head office
in Milton. Each of the men 1s a
registered Canadian Public
Health Inspector, a two-year
course leading up to this was
taken at Ryerson Polytechnical
Institute in loronto.

Other jobs handled by the
inspectors include the
investigation of suspected cases
of rabies. Mr. Powell says his
office receives between 500 and
1 000 calls per year on this
subject.

They work in clo ¢
co-operation  with  the family
physician in the case where a
person has been bitten by a
suspected rabid animal .
Inspectors keep the suspected
animal quarantined for 14 days
and if it dies during that period,
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A CLEAN BILL OF HEALTH is important to county restaurants
and public health inspectors such as Terry Murphy, shown here
taking a swab of a -estaurant’s cup, are responsible for seeing a
thorough inspection is done of the business. The swab he takes of
this cup is then sent 10 a laboratory in Toronto where it is tested for
bacteria and the results are sent back to the Milton health unit

office.—{Staff Photo)

its head is sent to the federal
laboratory in Hull, Quebec, for
testing. If it proves to be rabid,
the doctor will then begin
anti-rabies treatments, if he has
not done it sooner.

Still more jobs handled by Mr.
Powell’'s department include
insect and rodent control. They
can recommend, for example,
that a restaurant owner who has
cockroaches in his place of
business call in a professional
exterminator to get rid of the
pests.

Sampling well water, both
private and municipal sources, 18
another big job done by the
inspectors. Between 700 and

EFFECTIVE

Province of Ontario Peel -Halton

assessment office, located at 168 KENNEDY
RD.S., BRAMPTON, ONTARIO for Assessment

information for Acton, Esquesing, Georgetown,
Nassagaweya and Milton.

ers call Brampton 451-2150

Feb. 1 to 7 is Dental Health
Week. The slogan is “smile
power .

DUMONT

MANUFACTURERS OF ALUMINUM

« STORMS
SCREENS
DOORS
AWNINGS

+ SIDING

Representative

F. LEE
878-2619

OTICE!

regional

Acton, Milton and Campbellville subscribers

call long distance telephone operator and ask
for Zenith 86730 (no toll charges)

800 checks are done on the
water taken out of private wells
and during 1968, Mr. Powell’s
office did 1,100 tests on
municipal water supplies.

(Continued next week)
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interim report on the finances of
the Milton Area Fire
Committee—the group of men
appointed by Milton and four
area councils to govern the local
fire brigade.

Reason for the shortage last
year was the large number of
fires recorded in 1969. Fire
Chief A. E. Clement reporis
more large fires last year than
ever before, and they all cost
money. The town’s part time
firefighters are paid for each
hour they are at a fire and
several barn and home fires in
the past year caused the budget
to hit rock bottom.

To make up for the deficit the
Fire Area Committee is billing
the five municipalities, Milton,
Oakville, Burlington, Esquesing
and Nassagaweya for their shares
of the overdraft. Meanwhile the
committee is operating on 4
savings account it was keeping
for a new alarm system, to keep
the general expenses paid.

Newest member of the
committee was welcomed to the
group’s first meeting of the year
on Wednesday. Councillor Mrs.
Ella Foote of northern
Burlington replaces former
Councillor Art Lindop, whom
she defeated in the town’s
December election. Others
returning from last Yyear are
Reeve George Currie of
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CHRYSLER ENGINEERED
AIR CONDITIONING

ROLE LINE CONSTRUCTION

3153 BASELINE RD., MILTON, ONTY.

NADALIN ELECTRIC
Company Limited

INDUSTRIAL AND COMMERCIAL CONTRACTING
SUBSTATIONS AND MOTOR REPAIRS — UNDERGROUND WIRING

CUSTOM CONTROL PANELS

24 HOUR MAINTENANCE SERVICE

last year fire board short $2,600
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R.J. Stanbury
will speak

Qenator Richard J. Stanbury,
president of the National Liberal
Federation will address the
Halton Wentworth and Halton
West Liberal Association at their
annual meeting Feb. 7 in
Burlington.

Constitutional amendments,
election of officers and regular
business will be taken care of at
a 2 p.m. business session
followed by a “Meet the
dignitaries hour” and a dinner
and dance.
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_Use Champion classifieds to
buy, rent, sell, announce o1 hire.
Phone 878-2341 to place your
want ad in central Halton’s
busiest marketplace.

MILTON

TELEPHONE

ANSWERING
SERVICE

vr CONFIDENTIAL
vv COURTEOUS
vr PERSONALIZED

878-2020

e —— .

TELEPHONE 878-4111

_ AERIAL FLOODLIGHTING

LOU NADALIN

WE HAVE 68 CARS & TRUCKS

BOTH NEW & USED THAT MUST BE SOLD!

MILTON

Fay of Milton, and Councillor
1 Oon f.-,l".f'i"j';.?]‘l o1 {L‘ii‘:?llhr ME"Z‘:'.

Bhosts belong in easties..
not on your [V Sereen

Ghosts are unwanted guests on your TV screen. So too, are
waves and snow. But how do you turn @ wishy-washy picture
into one that's sparkling clear? Simply install a

DELS 5

RECEPTRON
ANTENNA

These highly engineered antennas employ

new design principles that give you

excellent reception on color, black and
white and FM radio.
Delhi “Color Receptron™ antennas come
in such a wide range of models that you're
e - guaranteed exactly the right type to suit
- ..M iz your particular reception area. They're
4-2:3-  “alodized” in an attractive gold color to
prevent corrosion and provide longer “fine
reception” life. You also get a one-year
guarantee on materials and workmanship.
Nelhi manufactures a wide range of
antennas, towers, rotors and accessories,
So ... make yours an All-Delhi installation
and you'll get the best reception possible.
For prompt, expert advice and installation,
you're clearly ahead when you call your
authorized Delhi TV Reception Specialist.

we recommend and install Delhl TV products because we have
found they give better parformance and last years longefr.

Buy now on easy budget terms Of use your chargex

you get one year free service at:

RICHARDSON'S @B

2017 MAIN 878-6949

CO. LTD.
878-2369
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Audrey Brush is secretary.§
ireasurer.
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USE OUR
CONVENIENT

COME IN TO-DAY

SEE THE FRIENDLY MAN
AT TRAFALGAR FOR HOT PRICES
LIKE THIS. NOW IS THE TIME TO BUY.

"TRAFALGAR -

MOTORS
409 MAIN ST.
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