y tradition : *
;h: wm:é use Of ho"’ o"te Verbﬂ'ell FROM SAINT NICHOLAS TO ST. NICK The Canadian Champion, Monday, December 23, 1968 (C§
sporus. On Love, the poets say, is like the Due to this pagan associati T H :
ee boys dive ﬁ?ﬂdthl'ﬂliﬁ Hbrital' and friendship early Christianp lgaders E;l;;:[;l;eﬂd D's"ngu,Shed s"ho,ar
€ holly tree. use of holly during the
faeth:ﬁgrng The similarity of love and wild Christmas seasnﬁ, In facgt, the , had dO”b's ﬂbﬂ"' Poem
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s &llowed to ut history records the use of decorate their homes with Twas the night before Dr. Clement Clark Moore wrote

holly as a symbol of goodwill
and friendship even before the
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rolly wreaths. sprays and
twigs were used too, in various
rites throughout much of
Europe in those early days. And
large quantities of the shiny
green foliage and red berries
were brought indoors to
brighten the scene during drab
winter days. But even before the
Romans set foot on English
shores, the druids were using
holly in their own pagan rites.

Christmas greenery during the
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Eventually, however, holly
decorations became so well
established and so popular they
were given Christian acceptance.

YULE WHOPPER
The largest Christmas tree ever
lighted is believed to have been
364 feet tall. It is located in
California’s redwood forest and

was first decorated in December.
1945

His White Beard, pg@gp

Red Suit Are

ap s 4 ° Ii
vecent ‘fiyihﬁ“h
(enial, jovial, red-cheeked
and white-bearded, As any

child can tell you, that's how '

Santa Claus looks.

But, the benevolent giver of
presents has not always been

pictured like th 1S, nor has he .:::.';:_'-_ ;;r_

always traveled by sleigh or
brought his gifts on Christmas
Eve. In fact, he has not always
been named Santa Claus!
“Santa Claus” is in truth a
child’s euphonic way of ex-

Christmas when all through the
nouse

INOT 4 creatury
even a mouse.

With these lines begins the
familiar poem: “*A Visit from St.
Nicholas.” Today, this poem is a

treasured part of the lore of

Christmas, often quoted and
published at the Yuletide season.
Surprisingly, the poet who
created it was far from proud of
his work.
A distinguished Biblical
scholar and professor of divinity,

the poem for the amusement of

. A VISILOT In the home at
the time copied it and had it
published a year later in the
Troy, N. Y., Sentinel.

The poem appeared
anonymously, because Dr.
Moore felt that he, as a professor
of divinity, should not be
associated with such
‘undignified’ work,

For more than 20 years, he
refused to take credit for the
poem.

pressing the Dutch “Saint §-.
Nikolaas,” or St, Nicholas, says ¥*
The Encyclopedia Americana, [,

St. Nicholas, a fourth-cen-
tury bishop, was later honored, | *
in Europe, as a friend to chil-
F‘iI‘En. Legend finds him mak- ST. NICHOLAS, who preceded
lﬁ?ﬁ htll‘nl}t? rgﬂgd;fﬂgt D;?E?ﬂl:l';z Santa as a Christmas gift giver.
Dﬂ.};f with gifts to re;.uard SRl h'u-lpirlurwl "nL“;'l],‘lBE:" greeling
drE‘n fﬂr gﬂﬂd bEhﬂviﬂr. CAra as a maank-taKe ngure,

Instead of a jolly red suit, St.
Nicholas wore a robe, or tab-
ard, and for that reason he
really didn’t need a sleigh, or
even a horse. His robe enabled
him to travel from place to
place, instantly.

: ..::. ‘. . & o 3

| In Holland, however, he was
sald to use a horse for his
| journey at night over the roofs.

Dutch settlers brought St.
Nicholas to the New World,
where he gradually changed
his name to Santa Claus and
traded his horse and robe for e
| reindeer and a red suit. e,

PRerry Christmas

'[phe best of hopes are extended to you for a Nicholas,” who made Santa
warm, happy holiday with friends you hold into a jolly elf “Saint Nick,"
near and dear. And it is time to thank you who rides “in a miniature

for your loyal patronage. sleigh drawn by eight tiny

MILNE'S SUNOCO SERVICE renaper

It was Clement C. Moore, in %
his poem “A Visit from St. g 8. . .
cha ade METAMORPHOSIS OF SANTA CLAUS, FROM Si. Nicholas in a This we wish you—hale and hearty
monk’s blue robe, 10 jolly St Niek in a bright red suit, can be
traced in the history of Christmas greeting cards — witness this
1909 card, The gift giver here, who looks somewhat like the mod-
ern Santa Claus, wears a red jacket, but his trousers, like St, Nicho-

In more recent years, St. las® robe, are still blue, and he is mounted on a hobby horse rather
24 HOUR SERVICE Nicholas in his new guise as than a reindeer-drawn sleigh — the historical result of the intrfp.
Santa Claus has journeyed FATHER CHRISTMAS, a rather duction into American folklore. by early Duteh settlers, of St.

health, tranquility of mind, happiness

of spirit. Have a Merry Christmas!

THOS. DEAR SHOES

GUﬂIPh Line Campbe"vi“e Lo many parts of the w_nrld, stern resident of the NII'I.’"III Pole, Nicholas on a horse. The I‘HI‘I. Hi?ll"il carries his ﬂi{t!‘h‘ in a straw | 878-6902
354 9949 becoming the most widely appears on this turn-of-the-cen-  hasket, which later hbecame the Christmas sack of toys, Cards shown 221 MAIN ST,
> - known of gift givers. tury greeting card. are from the Noreross Historical Collection, v am—— il

e 96 e e, 36, J6
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The Council of the Toon_of Milton

MILTON HYDRO ELECTRIC COMMISSION

W. Rowney, Chairman

C. Thompson B. Best

Extends its grateful appreciation to the members of the various

municipal groups that contribute to the welfare of the town.

; MILTON PLANNING BOARD
Many hours of personal effort and interest are extended by these

N. S. Pearce, Chairman

public spirited citizens who serve on the Boards and Committees and

D. Hayward A. Woodley C. Copeland

it is only fitting at the year end that this contribution to the

G. Krantz R. Harris P. Barr B. Best

Municipality be publicly recognized.

H. Funk

MILTON PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD MILTON PUBLIC SCHOOL BOARD

MILTON COMMITTEE OF ADJUSTMENT

Robert MacKay, Chairman D. Stinson, Chairman

T. Nye S. G. Childs Tom Cumella N. S. Pearce R. Copley M. Hood W, Clarke, Chairman
Isabel Thompson A. Logan H. P. Johnson M. Ledwith D. Green R. Reed
F. Massee
MILTON DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL BOARD

e . MILTON RECREATION COMMITTEE
RN — John Noble, Chairman MILTON PARKING AUTHORITY
sincere appreciation C. Gervais, Chairman A. H. Britton Ross Carbert A. N. Keilty
to all participating H. Schuyler T. Jennings R. Drennan David C. Smith R. Gardhouse Glynn Roberts J. M. Ledwith, Chairman
VIR, g R. McCuaig R. Watkins W. Ferguson K H FElsl C. B. Knight
and organizations . H. ey . B. Knig

who have assisted MILTON SEPARATE SCHOOL BOARD

in making 1968 such

John Bradley, Chairman

R. W. Clarke Father J. J. Murphy

J. C. Langedyk

a successful year.

MILTON INDUSTRIAL COMMISSION

J. Lewin

MILTON ARENA BOARD

Angelo Tonell A. Melanson

S. W. Gazley, Chairman

Howard Griswold, Chairman

Roger Randell S. A. Fay J. M. Ledwith
Robert Brush Austan Ledwith Ray Harrison
. | e Charles Johnson A. J. Nichols O. L. Hadley
s g Colin Smillie
i MUNICIPAL COUNCIL
o MILTON REPRESENTATIVES

MILTON PARKS BOARD OF BRIAN BEST, Mayor

MANAGEMENT

C. A. Martin — Halton Region Conservation Authority
Austan Ledwith — Halton Children’s Aid Society

A. LEDWITH, Reeve R. HARRIS, Deputy Reeve

Alex Cooke — Halton Museum Board

W. FERGUSON, Councillor P. BARR, Councillor

James Dills, Chairman Charles Fay — Milton Area Fire Committee

R. McCUAIG, Councillor C. FAY, Councillor

Dave Smith Gord Krantz Bob McCuaig S. W. Gazley — Halton County Industrial Committee
""" H. Hopkin E. B. Clements M. Grenke C. SMILLIE, Councillor G. KRANTZ, Councillor D. Hayward — Halton County Planning Board
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; WE EXTEND A VOTEOF ¥ v THF COUNCIL TAKES THIS OPPORTUNITY OF WISHING ONE AND ALL ¥ A spaciel ward of “Wioam
v Y y ¥ ¥ goes to all taxpayers and resi-
i THANKS TO ALL MEMBERS E v : dents in those areas which
W
E OF THE MUNICIPAL STAFF ¥ g THE COMPL'MENTS OF THE SEASON E will be annexed to the Town
v OR A JOB WELL DONE ¥ v s of Milton as of January Ist, !
o i §  AND A HAPPY AND SUCCESSFUL YEAR IN 1969 P b 190
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