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* Snowmobiles were a popular way of

combatting the snow-snarl on Monday

morning. Noticed John Noble making good
time on his way to work along Mill St,

* The need for improved communication
is so often recognized as a problem
between groups. Saturday school boardre=
presentatives, teachers, and some inter=-
aested citizens talked together at a confer=
ence in Georgetown and each foundthe other
quite human, I gathered., Unfortunately
salary negotiations have a way of annually
erecting road blocks to communication be=
tween boards and teachers and each side
fails to see and understand the other, Per=
haps the conference will herald such ap~-
proaches at the local levels which would
be beneficial in extending understanding
and appreciation,

* Cec Davidson writes from Georgetown
to suggest the mill pond be renamed
‘“‘Pearson Pond” for several reasons; first,
Lester B, Pearson is something of an hon=-
orary citizen of Milton because of his re=-
latives having been residents. He is also
one of our great Canadians who has done
much over the past thirty years to bring
honor to Canada, He gave us our own flag,
and having helped bring in many reforms,
has now had the good sense to retire with
dignity from his high office. Mr, Davidson
suggests that no matter what name |s given
the body of water it will still be the Pond
to most, ‘“‘but if Mr, Diefenbaker can have
his lake , . . there is no good reason why
Milton should not honor Mr., Pearson by
giving him a pond , . .”

* Recently the Pacific Ocean paradise,
Pitcairn Island, was reported to have re=-
ceived its first telephone service., The 98
residents were served by 15 telephones.
One wonders just how that modern innova-
tion may affect the serenity of such a loc=
ation., With only 15 phones though, the ser=
vice should be sufficient for emergency
situations and not much more. I doubt if
the serenity will be visibly disturbed.

* The value of the town-purchased snow
plow mounted on a truck was seen this
week as town streets were plowed out dur-
ing the storm early Monday morning, Our
street got attention much earlier than it
used to when the grader was depended on
to do all the plowing. The plow was pur=
chased last year rather late in the season,
but it was very effective this year.

* And I can’t overlook the tremendous
effort the town crew puts in to keeping the
local streets open. Congestion is avoided
by getting the main thoroughfare cleaned
in a hurry and while parked cars will al-
ways be a problem, the works crew seems
to overcome the obstacles the best it can
and give the business section the benefit
of a thorough job,

* The fact we didn’t have a major power
interruption was no accident, Manag~
er O, Hadley once told me a lot of prob-
lems are avoided by keeping branches
pruned back from the lines, After hearing
the inside temperatures that resulted in
homes in other municipalities we can be
thankful we were spared a hydro inter=
‘ruption,
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Red-faced officials of one Canadian Bank
are blaming their printer for a mistake in
their 1968 calendar, which gives you one
extra day in September,

The calendar doesn’t stop at September
30, it goes on to list September 31 as an
official date this year. Now everyone
(except the printer, obviously) knows that

“30 days hath September, April, June and

November.”

We are already getting an extra day in
1968, It’s Leap Year (woe betide all
eligible bachelors) and February has a2%h
day for the first time in four years, Thank
goodness, it’s a payday for me!

But I got to thinking about that extra day
in the bank’s calendar -- how wonderful
{t would be if everyone had one “free® day
each year. Just imagine it, an extra day
with no work, no school, no planned activ-

ities, no clocks to punch, no rush-rushing

around to complete the 1,001 tasks that
usually crop up each and every day of the
YEII'.

If I ever get to be Prime Minister, I’ll
get parliament to pass a bill granting each
Canadian one *free® day per year,and we’ll
put it right on the calendar sothateveryone
will be able to enjoy it. For that one day
all work will be suspended, no televisions
or radios will blare, no telephones will
ring, no stores will open, and every man,

woman and child in Canada will be free to

do as he or she pleases,
Myself, I don’t know what I would choose

to do with that free day. Wash the car”
Clean the basement? Read a good book?

Go for a long walk? Drive someplace I*ve
been dying to go? Sit and contemplate on

my life? Write those letters I’ve been
meaning to write? Clean out a clothes
cupboard? Sleep all day? Luxuriate in

the bath? Visit a friend?

There are probably a million things a
person could do with a day like that. Pon-
der it yourself, If I get enough supporters
in the near future I may even runfor Prime
Minister this year, so we could all begin

enjoying that *found® day as early as 1969,

% * *

One chore Milton Council should look in=-
to this year is the possible re-arrangement
of the polling stations.

It was pointed out by a ratepayer follow=-
ing last December’s election, that the Mun-
icipal Act says every polling subdivision
should have not over 450 voters, There
were anywhere from 485 to 765 voters
listed as eligible in each poll in that Dec-
ember election,

The abundance of eligible voters never
causes much concern, because usually only
half the voters show up on election day,
But it does create a mob situation around
suppertime each election day, when half of
those intending to vote usually show up at
the polls,

The December election had a 54 per cent
turnout, The largest vote was at the one
half of the south ward, where 421 cast
ballots, Perhaps, with the Municipal Act
ruling in mind, council could study the
situation and see if changes are warranted,

———— ——— — —_—

DESK AND CHAIR
One expense that all business peo-
ple endure is providing desk space fot
the day (or week) when a government
auditor wants to do his stuff for un-
employment insurance, income tax or
whatever.
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PEEKING INTO MILTON'S PAST
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THE BANK OF HAMILTON, predecessor
of the Canadian Imperial Bank of Com-
merce in Milton, was photographed
about the turn of the century. The pres-
ent bank occupies all the property

A0
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"

5h.£:-wn here. In the early 1900’s, when
A G. H. Luxton was the manager,.the
bank was th> tiny building at the rlgt\t
and the remainder was the managers

residence.
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One to speak

As the pace of life quickens in tune
with the frantic times, not many are
prepared to speak out for Sunday in
an effort to preserve it from the impos-
ition of an equally frantic schedule.

Last week a tour of municipal facil-
ities was proposed by Milton Council
and the most suitable day seemed to
be Sunday since it was assumed this
would not interfere with any business
As almost general ag-
reement was evident one voice, that of
Councillor Barr, quietly suggested town
business should not have to be conduct-
ed on Sunday and Sunday was a day
all should be with their families.

commitments.

there was no opposition to this po-
sition and a Saturday was agreed on
even though it was understandably in-
convenient to some of the members.

It took just one person to speak for
Sunday.

But too often there is no one to
speak for Sunday. The result is that
Sunday attracts more and more activi-
ties and before long it will be quite
possible to be as busy on Sunday as
any other day. We can’t think that is
desirable.

Halton County Councillors have
chosen their new warden for 1968 and
William Hunter, of Georgetown will till
the position.

In his address to the council Mr.
Hunter suggests it will be a year of
changes and this is becoming abund-
antly clear as more and more dramatic
moves are being made or forced at the
loca! level by the province.

The introduction of the county
board of education concept Is |ust one
of the changes which will have to be
arranged this year and when this is
conceivable the
whole county local government struc-

accomplished it s

ture will be overhauled.
It seems unwarranted at this point,
however, to force the merger of the

Who, me?

Who is to blame for traffic accid-
ents? And how are we going to achieve
more success in preventing them?

The answers to these questions
came through loud and clear at a traffic
safety conference of close to 1,000
community leaders in Toronto.

The main blame for accidents rests
with the driver himself, the fellow who
lets his attentiorn wander or who takes
unnecessary chances. The best way to
prevent accidents is for drivers to stop
trying to blame something or some-
body else, and to accept their own re-
sponsibility to drive with care and com-

(Staff Photo)

It isn’t necessary to search for some
moral grounds to preserve Sunday. Let’s
just be practical. There are advantages
to maintaining an oasis in the week
when most activity ceases and when
there is time to relax and be with one’s
family or partner. We can’t help con-
cluding that the oasis Sunday provides
in normally busy weeks, will be more
and more necessary in the future, if
we are to cope with busier and busier
weeks, with more and more recreation.
Fither of which can exceed the ‘appe-
tite for them.

Certainly Sundays have changed.
Many people have to work. The con-
tinuing stream of "progress” requires
round-the-clock activity but in many
other instances there is still a choice.
It's true our growing need to be enter-
tained has required more and more
people to work to entertain us and this
will unguestionably continue

But there is still room tc speak for
Sunday and whether you do it on moral
or selfish grounds doesn’t really matter.
The time to speak is when unnecessary
activities are being planned and it's up
to the individual to make his interpre-
tation of what is unnecessary.

A year of change

health units of Halton and Peel until a
more encompassing blueprint for larg-
er or regional government is drawn.

The introduction of a county system
of assessment is, however, a logical
move and one which the new warden
as well as the retiring warden have ex-
pressed the hope of seeing this year.
We join them in this endorsement and
hope it will bring about a more accept-
able equalization of the assessment
which will provide the logical and rea-
sonable tax base on which school and

local taxes will be levied.

We wish Warden Hunter well in
his appointment as we commend retir-
ing Warden William Coulter for an ac-
tive and effective year just completed.

mon Sense.

At the Road Safety Workshops there
was impressive unanimity on these
points from representatives of the Pro-
vincial Government that makes the
laws, the police who enforce them, the
courts that uphold them, and a diversity
of groups with a special interest in
safety — educators, manufacturers, traf-
fic engineers, civic, union and church
leaders, among others.

This individual approach is not a
popular one. But if we accept it, there
is a yeal chance for a breakthrough in

traftg safety.

Sugar and Spice

by BT El

Whatever you want most in 1968, I hope
you get, But don’t count on it, There’s
nothing much you can be sure of except
those old reliables, death and taxes, And
withi the government taxing us to death,
the twain will soon be one,

When you’re young, a year seems anage,
and each new vear is filled with promise
and hope of new experience, newadventure,
As you get older, the years begin flipping
past like the pages in a book, and you
realize the new {is going o be pretty much
like the old one,

There’ll be wars and rumors of wars,
There’ll be one crisis after another, There
will be scandal in high places., There’ll
be race riots and protest marches, There
will be a lot of rotten TV fare, Canada
will be licked in the world hockey playoffs,

And a lot of the other old inevitables will
be there: higher taxes and lower morals;
shorter skirts and longer faces; louder
music and softer bellies; more people and
less housing; great political promises and
minuscule political action, And so on,
Make your own list,

On the personal level, the picture is
about the same, If you’re a man, you’re
probably going to lose some hair and gain
some girth, pick up another ache or two,
grow a little more grouchy or pompous
and wonder loudly what the hell the world
is coming to,

If you’re a woman, you’re probably going
to lose some shape and gain a chin, pick up
a few more furrows in the face, grow a
little more bossy, and nudge your husband
another degree toward an early grave,

Whatever your sex, if you’re over 30
you’re going to find that a little more of
your get-up=-and-go has quietly got-up-and-
went,

But don’t worry about that, Gird up your
loins, seize fortune by the forelock, spit in
the face of fate, get some hormone shots
and face another year with courage, dig=
nity and bursitis in both shoulders, like me.

For, whether we like it or not, we happen
to be lving in one of the most exciting

smiley

times in human history., Many of us often
wish we could be living in a simpler age,
when black and white, right and wrong,
were clearly established, Alas, we ain’t,

But perhaps, when we feel a twinge of
regret, we should aiso remember that in
those *good old days® it was every man for
himself, The rich were richer and the
poor were starving, The strong grabbed
from the weak, The white used the black
as an animal, The mentally ill were swept
under the carpet., And closets were crowd=
ed with skeletons,

Now, today’s technological advances are
frightening, but fascinating. Everyone’s
going to the moon. Personally, I don’t
want to be on the first scheduled flight,
but the very idea is staggering in its re=
flection of man’s eternal curiosity and in=
genuity,

But even more exciting, in my opinion,
{s the social revolution that is sweeping
our world, Modern man is examining him-
self as he never has before, Heis literally
picking himself up by the heels and shaking.
As a result, long-held ideas are revealed
as poppycock, rigid dogmas are shattering
like shards,

It’s as though an ancient, musty attic,
piled with valuable antiques, had had its
roof blown off, and a fresh clean wind had
blown away the must and dust and showed
most of the relics for what they were -
junk.

Today’s society is, perhaps for the first
time ever, concerned with being its broth-
er’s keeper, We are trying to do some=
thing about our weak and our poor and our
old, Prejudice and intolerance are still
with us, but they are attacked rather than
accepted,

Divorce, abortion, homosexuality and
mental {llness have been dragged out of the
shadows and into the light, Capital punish=
ment is almost obsolete,

Mind you, it’s painful. The whole proc=
ess of growing up is always painful, But
I don’t want to live in ancient Greece or
Elizabethan England or 2068 AD, 1 want
to live in 1968 and see what happens, How.
about you?

from files
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20 years ago

Taken from the issue of The Canadian
Champion, January 15, 1948,

The annual meeting of the Milton Red
Cross Society was held Monday evening,
January 12th, The treasurer’s report
showed receipts for 1947, $2,285,77; Ex=
penditures $1,579,65; Balance Dec., 31,
1947, $706,12, Articles shipped to head-
quarters in 1947 numbered 1,491 with 160
on hand ready for shipment. The following
officers were elected for 1948; Honorary
President Mrs, M. Dewar, president, Geo-
rge Dawson; vice-president, H.C. Morris,
secretary, Mrs, M. Ezeard; treasurer,
Cecil Wood; committee Mrs, R.M. Clem=-
ents, Mrs, K, Agnew, Mrs, J.E. Marcell-
us, Miss Laura Chisholm, Mrs, G, Mac-
Kenzie; auditors, A.D, Sproat, G. Good-
child.

100 years ago

Taken from the issue of The Canadian

Champion, January 16, 1868,

Sir: In regard to a certain article in
your paper on Thursday 9th, headed “‘Start-
ling’ in which you say that owing to Dr,
McGarvin not bringing the Poll Book in
time, Col. Clay was declaredelected Reeve,
It is true I did not make my return until
4 o'clock on Wednesday, but when it is
known the cause of the delay, not so much
blame can be attached, as you would lead
your readers to believe, I will state the
facts so that all may judge for themselves,
The first is, I was called to attend a mid-
wifery case, on Monday evening at half-
past ten o’clock and was engaged all Tues-
day until five o’clock in the evening., The
second is, I was not aware the poll-book
had to be returned the following day, I
endeavored to get the statute from the
magistrate in this place, it happened to be
away and could not be found; and having
access to the Consolidated Statutes of Up-
per Canada, I found I had three days to
make my return, and I took it for granted
that this was correct, Now with regard to
the last clause of your article, I will say
that you are incorrect for I never was a
political friend of Mr, Clay’s, I never
voted for him and the voters in this section
do not impute any such motives to me, I
am happy to sar that the people here do not
accuse me of any sinister motive in regard
to this case, more especially as they know
how I should have used my influence had I
had the opportunity, I feel satisfied that
Mr, Clay will not choose to take any ad=-

vantage of any informality in the return of
the poll books., His high appreciation of
honor would forbid his doing so.
==Dr, McGarvin,
Returning Cfficer,
Acton,

50 years ago

Taken from the issue of The Canadian
Champion, January 17, 1917,

The storm which set in Friday evening
and continued until Sunday caused a tie-up
of railway trains all over Ontario, the
worst on record, There was a 60-mile an
hour gale, Here the CPR was stalled for
the first time since the line opened, but,
as usual, conditions were worse on the
G.T,R., The train from the north due at
10:32 a,m, passed through at 2 p.m., but
got only as far as A.S, Willmott’s farm
before the engine stuck in a drift, An at-
tempt was made to get to the train with
sleighs to the rescue of the 14 passengers,
but it failed., Mr, Willmott took them in,
He had spare beds for the women for the
night, but the men had to sit up. On Sunday
all the passengers managed to get to the
Hotel McGibbon, where they remained un-
til Monday morning, when a start was made,
The engine was frozen in and was dragged
out by two others, It was damaged in the
operation, The regular G.T.R, service did
not resume until Tuesday, On Saturday
evening three C,P.R, passenger trains left
Toronto for the west, All three were

stalled all night at Streetsville Junction,

The flyer got back to Toronto at 6 a.m.
Sunday,
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