Ty

Mrs. Elizabeth Brinkman,
Oberrahmede,

Germany.

Dear Elizabeth:

In reminiscing with those of
our school chums who still live
near us, we all agree that we
seemed to spend more time on
the fourth R of those long-ago
school days than on the other
three all put together. Recre-
ation was mingled with studies
in many ways — a walk in the
woods during recess time was
for the purpose of making not-
es of the signs of spring for
the next day's assignment, and
turned out to be pure fun as
we cavorted around like colts
after 'being confined to a cor-
ral.

We would vie with one ano-
ther looking for the first May-
flower or other treasures and
race back to the schoolhouse
when time was up. Or the hike
might give the inspiration
needed to write a composition
on such topics as ‘“The First
Day of Spring” or “Thoughts
about Mother Nature”. Some
of the less imaginative teach-
ers kept us confined to the
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schoolyard, but since there
were many older boys and
girls well able to keep an eye
on the younger ones, most of
the teachers gave us our free-
dom as long as we observed
certain safety rules.

In the nice weather, we tried
to reach the playground early
enough to have a game of ball
or touch - tag before school
started, and the trees around
the yard offered excellent op-
portunity for the boys to col-

lect birds' nests and other
specimens for nature study.
The girls objected, though,

when they tormented the squir-
rels, trapping and capturing
them just for the fun of it.

It is not hard to confuse a
squirrel and they end up doing
some foolish things, often to
the detriment of their well-be-
ing. In the early spring, too,
ths boys would collect “sap-
sickles” for us, that delicacy
which is formed by sap drip-
ping on a mild day, then freez-
ing into fragile icicles during
the frostv night.

Arbor Day meant fun for all

On the first Friday in May, it
was understood that there
would be no lessons as that
was “Arbor Day”, originated
when trees were ceremonious-
ly planted. Since we needed no
more trees around the grounds,
we used the day to clean up
the school house and the yard.
Everyone was supposed to
bring cleaning cloths, brooms,
rakes etc., and sometimes a
small plot was dug up and a
few flowers planted.

Everything would 'be ship-
shape by noon and after tidy-
ing ourselves up and eating
lunch, we would proceed to
hike three or four miles to the
next school, where a competit-
ive tournament of softball
would be held between the
teams of three or four neigh-
boring schools. We who were
too voung to play would join
the cheering section, hollering
ourselves hoarse for our own
team. The host school served a
snack and lemonade before we
started back home.

Lunch time in the warm wea-
ther was a veritable picnic in
the grassy vard and I fully be-
lieve that is where the pot
luck luncheon originated, as
we shared our variety of sand-
- wiches, hard-boiled eggs and
home-made goodies with one
another.,

If Mother happened to be
short of bread for sandwiches
— sometimes there were four
of us requiring lunches — she
gave us a dime to buy cookies
at the store and these were
considered quite a treat by all
who shared them. Rosy apples
and other fruit grown on the
' farms were often carried.

We never saw oranges €x-
cept at Christmas time, and
bananas were a very rare treat.
We made good use of the

maple trees at lunch time, the
girls on one side of the grounds
and the boys on the other for
the sake of a peaceful few min-
utes.

When I was seven years old,
I learned to swim in the “cold
hole” in the creek nearby. One
of the more lenient teachers
let us swim there when the
weather was favorable and ag-
ain the older girls watched ov-

er us. They would stand in the
deeper water and encourage us

to splash further out each day

until finally we were “dog-pad-
dling” right across the creek.
We have always
these lessons, as many people
we met in later years tell us
they never had an opportunity
to learn to swim.

appreciated

When winter came, we still
played outdoors, since the
creek would freeze over and
make a first-rate rink — in
our eyes, anyway. Some of our
chums, who lived at a distance,
would take a short-cut to
school in the winter 'by skating
up the creek from the next
concession.

There beautiful snowbanks
available in many spots and
we couldn’t resist sliding down
these, climbing back up and
sliding down again, repeating
the procedure until recess or
lunch hour was over.

If we were late getting home
from school after four o'clock,
our parents surmised that we
had been enjoying this sport.
On a mild winter's day, we
were likely to get soaked to
our waist from the softer,
wetter snow, as we didn’'t have
the sensible winter garments
for children such as are avail-
able today. Then we would be
sent home for our parents to
deal with.

Bloomers and heavy stockings

Fleece - lined bloomers or
long-legged underwear was the
clothing which protected us
from the elements and were a
bone of contention to us girls.
The legs of the underwear
were always larger than our
own legs and had to be folded
over in an effort to look neat
— an impossible thing to mas-
ter under our home-made,
hand - knitted, heavy woollen
stockings.

Sometimes on the way home
from school, we would jump
on a passing sleigh driven by
a neighbor as he returned
home from the grist mill or
store. Since the members of
our family were so close to the
school, we used to prolong
our ride by going on to the
next concession and walking
back. I guess we got our e€x-
cess energy from the hot por-
ridge and hearty meals we con-
sumed.

The rolling hills of the farm
fields in the area made excel-
lent spots for sleigh riding and
many happy hours were spent
at this sport. Sometimes a fa-
mily would plan a sleighing or
skating party for all the school
children in the community and
we would be collected up in a
huge farm sleigh, kept warm
with heavy buffalo robes and
quilts.

Besides gathering the fallen
leaves into great piles and
playing hide and seek in them
and collecting bouquets of gol-
den rod and wild purple asters,
our favorite autumn game was
that of “dog and deer”. Our
group would classify themselv-
es as deer and get a head start
by running out of sight into
the bush, then the dogs in the
other group would follow and
try to find them.

If the deer could get back to

the starting point without the
dogs ‘catching them, it was con-
sidered quite a trick because
there were steep hills on both
sides of the creek, which made
it difficult to escape without
being seen. The girls often
joined in this strenuous game
when playing house and the
quieter games got 100 boring.

The concerts at Christmas
time followed almost the same
pattern as those at the church,
except there would be more

mic recitations and dialogu-

s. If you can picture most of
¢he pupils at one time, plus
the teacher and a few helpful
parents, all up behind the
makeshift curtains on the
stage, getting ready for the
various numbers on the pro-
gram, you can imagine the
confusion that reigned.

The biggest fun of it was
getting into costume. Then
Santa would make his visit,
complete with home-made cos-
tume, pillow stomach and
white wool whiskers. The
children did a good job of ma-
king the parents believe that
we thought it was really Santa
Claus, when all the time, we
knew it was the farmer over
on the next concession who
traded the job with someone
from our school section for a
concert at another school.

The school trustees undid
the purse strings enough to
buy a treat for every child,
which was a colored net bag
filled with a few hard candies
and nuts, and we really looked
forward to it.

Since I've filled my space, 1
must leave the School Fair
for another letter, as it was an
event of great recreational and
educational value,

Best regards,
Eleanor Coulter.

MILTON DISTRICT HOSPITAL W.A. presented
its centennial year bursary for $100 to Candy
Striper Donna Lewington, 18, during an execu-
tive meeting held at the hospital last week.
Donna has enrolled in the school of nursing at
the Toronto General Hospital,
successful applicant chosen from several Can-

When 18-year-old Donna Lew-
ington enrolled in the Toronto
General Hospital's School of
Nursing Wednesday morning
of last week, she went with
£100 in her pocket which she
expected would “go a long
way” toward her chosen pro-
fession.

A vear ago Donna, the daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Clifford
Lewington of 336 Pearl St,
wanted to become a teacher.

‘But the Candy Striper pro-

gram at Milton District Hospit-
al changed all that.
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and was the

Donna joined the Candy Stri-
pers and before her first year
of part-time voluntary service
in the hospital had expired, she
had set her sights on a nurs-
sing career. She’s just one of
several local teen - agers who
have been guided into hospital
work through their service
with the Women's Auxiliary-
sponsored Candy Striper pro-
gram.

The $100 was a gift from the
W.A., a centennial year bursary
representing a dollar for each
vear of confederation. Auxil-

Mrs. Harold Magee was host-
ess for the September meeting
of Knox Church Evening De-
partment of the WMS. The
president, Mrs. Denboer, open-
ed with prayer and the hymn
“Forth in Thy Name, O Lord”
was sung.

Mrs. Brynkus had charge of
the devotional and read from
the second chapter of Acts,
verses 3242. This was the story
of the coming of the Holy Spir-
it. Members were asked to
comment on the results of Pe-
ter’'s sermon and to compare
the Christians of that era with
those of today. Following this
discussion, the hymn “Just As
1 Am” was sung and prayer
was offered by the leader,

The chapter of the study
book was entitled “Missionary
Growth in the Canadian West.”
Mrs. Elliott led the study, as-
sisted by several members of
the group. It was plain that
Christian groups of all denomi-
nations had done their part in
spreading the gospel story to
the farthest corners of the
land. This great task was be-
gun in the early years of the
19th century and continues to-
day.

It was interesting to note the
power and influence of the
Hudson Bay Company in the
early days, and to hear that as
late as 1924, a settlement in
the interior of British Colum-
bia had been without a relig-
ious service for 17 years.

The offering was received
and dedicated and roll call was
answered by 14 members. Re-
ports were read and confirm-
ed and it was announced that
the Fall Rally would be held in
Knox Church, Oakville, on
September 27, with both after-
noon and evening sessions.

After the singing of “Zion’s
King Shall Reign Victorious”,
the president pronounced the
benediction. A social hour fol-
lowed with Mrs. McIntosh and
Mrs. Armstrong assisting the
hostess. At the next meeting,
the guest speaker will be Mrs.
W. Stanford Reid of Guelph.

Milton Parmac ¥

246 MAIN ST.
878-2343

COSMETICS
Elizabeth Arden
Preparations

Du Barry--Max Factor
Chanel No. 5

Anency for
LAURA SECORD CANDIES

Canadian missions
topic for Knox women

THE WASHER
WITH A

12 YEAR

PRICED FROM ONLY

$119.95

No Down Payment
$2.00 a Week

CHASE'S

Home Appliances

181 Tel.
Mill St. 878-3221

BRING THE
SPARKLE BACK !

We clean your upholstery
with modern equipment —
skill and experience guar-
antee you the best of re-
sults when we clean your
soiled and/or stained up-
holstery or rugs — call for
more information.

All our work is fully guaranteed

878-9094
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UPHOLSTERING

LORNE ARTHUR

Centenmal bursary winner

dy Stripers who applied for funds to assist
them follow a career relating to hospital work.
Candy Striper supervisors Mrs. B. Frame and
Mrs. G. Jackson are shown at the left as W.A.
president Mrs. D. Ptolemy presents the cheque
to Donna. On the right are Donna’s parents
Mr. and Mrs. Clifford Lewington. (Staff Photo)

W.A. boosts career in nursing
Candy Striper receives $100

iary president Mrs. D. Ptol-
emy presented the cheque last
week during a W.A. executive
meeting at the hospital, prais-
ing Donna’s “admirable ser-
vice”, and wishing her all the
best in the years ahead.

The W.A. bursary is avail-
able only to members of the
Candy Stripers, and it must be
used toward professional
training to enter any profes-
sion relating to hospital work.

“I am very honored to be the
first to receive this bursary,”
Donna told the W.A. members
as she accepted the cheque. W.
A. Candy Striper supervisors
Mrs. George Jackson and Mrs.
Bruce Frame assisted with the

presentation.

R.R. 3. MILTON

Delegate president
to home convention

—The youngsters are getting  —This year’s centennial edit-
settled down in school now ijon of Milton Fair promises

and the extra - curricular act- many new features. Don’t miss
ivities are beginning. 4

it, Sept. 29 and 30.

Mrs. Stan Allen, president. of
Halton Centennial Manor W.A.
welcomed the members back
September 8 at their first
meeting following summer hol-
idays.

Committee reporis were gi-
ven and the auxiliary prayer
was said in unison. It was de-
cided Mrs. Allen would be the
Halton Auxiliary delegate to
the Convention of Homes for
the Aged in Ottawa.

An invitation wiil be sent to
the auxiliary of Wentworth
Lodge, Dundas, to a luncheon
October 4 to exchange ideas on
handicraft work,

A social half hour was en-
joved following the meeting.
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Personals

Mr. and Mrs. Ken Tucker
and family of Prince Albert,
Sask., motored to Montreal
and spent a few days at Expo.
Then they motored to ‘Milton
and visited Mrs. Tucker’s uncle
Blake Hume and her cousins
Gordon and Chisholm Hume.
They went home by Niagara
Falls to let the familv see Nia-
gara Falls.

—Acton Fair was held 1n
conjunction with a three - day
centennial celebration in Acton
on the weekend. Georgetown’s
fair is this weekend.
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FOR ALL
OCCASIONS

ENGAGEMENTS
WEDDINGS
SHOWERS
GRADUATICNS
ANNIVERSARIES

CHOOSE APPROPRIATE
GIFTS OF DISTINCTION

Gifts That Are Sure To

Be Appreciated
Choose Confidently At

200 Main St. East

electric heating is

clean, quiet, comfortable..
and costs less than

you may think

Electric heating offers so many advantages,
you might easily expect it to be expensive.
Surprise. Electric heating is clean

and quiet, yet comparable in cost to

any automatic heating system.

That's why people who live in electrically-
heated homes aren’t necessarily wealthy.
Just comfortable.

live better electrically

MILTON HYDRO ELECTRIC COMMISSION

250 MAIN ST. E.

A

Milton Department Store

878-9216

you can’t buy
a more beautiful

at any price.’

Kayser stockings are well worth whatever price you
pay. They really fit because Kayser takes extra care t0
see that they do. And —they come in a beautiful range
of beautiful fashion colours, created to complement
your entire wardrobe. So—whether you prefer seam-
less or seamed stockings—buy Kayser. From $1.29'

*KAYSER

¥

Milten

TELEPHONE 878-2345.




