Jim's Jottings

by jim dills

® As I read the various news reports
and articles on Expo, I am more and
more convinced it is a show not to miss.
Writers seem to have to reach quit far
to find any basis on which to knock it
in true Canadian fashion, and some of
them (like Charles Lynch) have almost
gone ecstatic over it.

® A couple of personal experiences
relayed to me may ease the thinking
of some. There was the story of a moth-
er who took her family of several child-
ren, with a lunch for Expo for the day.
Beyond admission their only expenditure
for the day was 50 cents for some re-
freshments. So it can be done econom-
ically or you can spend a bundle, like
another individual who found the dinner
bill $§35. It's pretty much up to you.

® Another story was of a man who
called a well-known Montreal hotel seek-
ing a reservation for two on the ap-
proaching weekend. His request was fill-
ed without difficulty, so perhaps the
accommodation picture is not as bad as
some would have us believe either, al-
though I suspect July and August will
find rooms in the hotels hard to get.

® Say, it's good to see the water
back in the mill pond again. I'd grown
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Hurray for two Anglican ministers
in Sudburv who recently announced a
plan to open a pub near the local uni-
versity — to teach students how to drink
English-style which, they claim, is the
right way.

Present beer outlets are ‘“booze-or-
iented” and more concerned with con-
sumption than people, the ministers said.
“Since a large number of students are
going to drink anvway, we prefer to
provide a setting which stresses moder-
ate use of alcochol as an alternative to
the current type of Ontario beverage
rooms.” They plan to charge similar
prices as in beer parlors, but would en-
courage students to play cribbage, darts

and checkers and make one beer last all
evening.

While I'm concerned that it was two
members of the clergy who decided to
try the experiment (we don’t usually as-
sociate Anglican priests with beer-sling-
ers), I must sav they have a good plan
there. If vou have ever sat in an Ontario
beer parlor and watched the “drink as
many as I can, as fast as [ can” attitude
of the majority of the consumers, you'll
agree anything would be an i1mprove-
ment — even a pub run by two minis-
ters.
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We men who enjoy putting our feet
up in front of the idiot box in the eve-
nings but hate being called away from
Perrv Mason or The Flintstones to fix
a leaky tap or put up a wall shelf, will
be thrilled with the news the hardware
people are trying to help us overcome the
problem of minor household chores here-
tofore reserved for the men.

If the recent Canadian Hardware
Show was any indication, it could be
we may look forward to uninterrupted
evenings of TV leisure. The hardware
guys (bless 'em) are trying to make it
easier for the gals to do these fiddly
little jobs themselves.

Light-weight, gaily colored power tools,

downs

accustomed to seeing the weedy bottom
and the mirror-like quality of the water
just added certainly restores the pond’s
beauty as one of the town’s greatest nat-
ural assets. I seem automatically to
slow down in passing now, just for a
better look. Some final trimmings and
the removal of the old house at the cor-

ner should really set off the town’'s cen-

tennial project.

® I've heard a lot of comment on
the price paid for the old house on the
pond bank, and questions on how the
price was arrived at. I believe it went
on the basis of three times 1ts assessed
value which is often regarded as a re-
flection of market value. This house
was assessed at something over $4,000
and taxed on this basis. Assessed value 1s
regarded at about one third of market
value, and so the $13,000 price tag.

® Flags have begun to appear on
local homes and businesses In greater
quantities than before, and it is a wel-
come sight. It would be nice it there
could be a profusion of flags and dec-
orations appearing in time for the first
long weekend on May 20 and continuing
through past Labor Day. There are
bound to be visitors through town this
summer and the flags and decorations
could leave a lasting impression.
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a screwdriver set in walnut-finished rack
“suitable for hanging in the Kkitchen”,
scratch repair kits with fountain - pen
style applicators, lLight-weight ladders
and light-weight hammers with fibreglas
handles that give the feminine biceps
more power, were a few of some 20,000
hardware and houseware items on show.

The trend toward talking milady
into doing the little handyman chores
results from an American manufacturer
who polled some women and found the
ladies were alreadv doing manv of the
home repairs. Canadian hardware peo-
ple think Canadian womanhood 1s just
as handv — if given the right tool and
a bit of know-how, she's apt to do the
job herself rather than wait until old
grouchy gets the time and the inclination
to do whatever is needed.

Only 11 per cent of the women sur-
veyed felt theyv could never learn to be
the handy types. But 85 per cent of the
husbands were all for the women re-
placing tap washers, painting, installing
brackets, refinishing furniture, laving
floor tile, wallpapering, patching window
screens, repairing sticking windows, and
even putting new plugs on electrical ap-
pliance cords.

Nuts and bolts, washers and crew
nails are being pre-packaged in cello-
phane for the “new generation” of wo-
men who probably don't know a flat
head from a stove bolt, but can pick out

what they want when thev see it on the
hardware shelf

Some of the new products on show
this vear were a teflon coated snow shov-
el that makes 1t easier for the wives to
shovel out the driveway (I'm gonna buyv
one, I swear it); a time-automated lawn
sprinkler ony which vou dial the exact
amount of water desired; a $2 gadget
to siphon gas from the car tank when
the lawn mower runs drv; a readv-mix
mortar for touching up masonrv; and

vavy-bladed shears for trimming the
hedge.

PEEKING INTO MILTON'S PAST

A

G. A. MURRAY of Omagh was a well-
known well driller in the early part of
the century, and visited many district
homes with his impressive well-drilling
rig. The photo, loaned by Art Higgins,

shows Mr. Murray and an employee, the
drill rig, the steam engine whith oper-

ated the drill and the water tank which
carried water for the steam engine.

- newspapers.

At sunset

WIATE T gl U LN k8
¥ TF Tt HUR L Ly G
T R ' 'y
. . - -J?-.."‘m;‘- ] - il
A e 0 el W LR I'!' i
: IL"I- ¥ . o N gn : ] iﬁ?.,ﬁ: L, - :&\Tb&fiﬁ?%‘f‘&iiﬂ* ll::; -\.-'
H b ¥ . o o S T g N * gﬁ L o
s iy 3 T % ML " it :!:'.-?.I;.f":t*a. "'i'-r'i-f "'?j--'-.- '.-'..'
4 b W e 1 Al _"".-Jﬁ'},;.‘-ﬁ -1"(.‘. B IFL W
- i W v CL b N N LS R el e R
: i . 3 R {.r ?.‘;._ff;:- Fills
¥ Mg g, N

S R L ;'- ¥y I.'.r -i'.:; “':L:-.;:
BCWRCIR S Nl Y TN
"LE;‘-*I%I'P{ » .-:-x_..__:ﬂ -E.*-‘: o iy

*
¥
S S i R
: < 1 ! e
[l L 1. g i ] n -4 ¥ E
#. "'i;":.'l-'tr ‘ : J‘{ -..:- & £ o, 3 E ; |,

.'\l :r i h.?:- ‘Lr-. v':'\:’.. o ﬂ.'. .: ]
RS F
PRRD Yol g DS N
..;..l | X 4. j-;. b :

T
1|.f:.‘-_}-:'-- e i

.I-iw!‘ ; .___!..__'#? #"#- _ci.h'._'lt-:t"'

Welcome and congratulations

Two significant events scheduled

this week indicate the development of
the community and its growing posi-
tion of importance.

The official opening of the prov-
ince’'s new Ontario School for the Deaf
s an event of particular importance,
underlining the town’s strategic location.
Before the eyes of this area a new pro-
vincial institution has taken shape that
's authoritatively recognized as the most
modern on the North American contin-
ent. Brick by brick, building by build-
ing the project has unrolled in front
ot us. Its effect has been felt gradu-
ally as new people have been welcom-
ed to the community, and as students
have taken their place in local churches
and at special events.

It is a school that means much. To
the parents of deaf children it is an
opportunity for the best in education
using the most modern equipment and
facilities. For many of the staff it is a
desirable type of employment not pre-
viously available. For the community it
s like a new industry employing over
250 with an annual budget of approxi-
mately $2,000,000. For the town it is
one of the best possible advertisements,
bearing as it does the designation Mil-
ton.

Its establishment at Milton effective-
ly underlines the importance of the
town’s geographical location.

The other event reflecting the’
growth anlgdevelopment of the town
and area is the expansion at Milton
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This issue of The Champion marks
our birthday.

For 107 years The Champion has
been appearing regularly and reporting
consistently on the day by day events
that transpired from the pre-Confedera-
tion days of its founding through the
birth of Canada, the changing complex-
ion of a town, the war years, the de-

velopment and growth years to the
present.

As we read last week of the death
of a New York newspaper, hampered
from the outset by strife and phenom-
onal losses, we wondered if it might
not have taken as much initiative and
imagination back in 1861 to found The
Champion as it did for those New York
publishers to try to launch a success-
fully merged publication.

In 1861 James Campbell wouldn't
have had much problem in labor rela-
tions, probably. He likely only had one
or two employees at the time. His four
page paper had competition, however.
In fact Milton’s history is dotted with
The Halton Journal and
some others pre-dated The Champion
by nearly a decade. Just this year we
entrusted to the Provincial Archives
some early copies of the Halton Journal
that had come into our care. With them

Champion (Edirorial Page

Its our birthday

District Hospital, which will be officially
opened on Saturday. Truly a communi-
ty project, the hospital is one of the
most vital community services.

Its establishment has made possibie
a high calibre of medical service and
the ability for patients not to be re-
moved to distant points for hospitaliza-
tion. The staff of the hospital has main-
tained a quality of service and care that
has won praise from many patients.

The addition to be opened reflects
the growth of the area, but it also
shows the quality of the people elected
to the Board of Directors. Additions
are not made by the wave of a magic
wand. It takes careful planning, many
hours of deliberations, the stamina to
overcome frustrations and the ability to
reach decisions. The fact the addition
is being made without a general appeal
for funds to the public is probably the
most dramatic indication of the care

and planning since the hospital’s incep-
tion.

The hospital is one of the corner-
stone services of the community, and
Its expansion is one in which the en-
tire town and district may take pride,
while offering special commendation to

the administrator and Board for their
work.

To both the Ontario School for the
Deaf which we officially welcome, and

to the Milton District Hospital in which

we take pride, the best of weather and
success in your official openings.
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went a few later copies of The Milton
Reformer that also served the town for
a number of years.

The Champion purchased The Re-
former and ended the two-paper town
tradition in the 1930's.

During the 107 years of The Cham-
pion’s existence there have been dram-
atic changes. Gone are the continued
novels which were regular front page
features. Gone is the laboriously as-
sembled hand set type that was gath-
ered letter by letter to tell the weekly
events. Gone. are the rumbling slow
presses that heaved mightily under the
thrust of water power to press paper

on type.

But the tradition of The Champion
to report the Milton and district events
fairly and effectively, to speak practi-
cally and understandingly and to ap-
pear regularly has, we hope, been
maintained.

For the past 16 years we have been
charged with the responsibility of main-
taining the traditions that have kept
The Champion alive while meeting the
practical requirements of efficiency and
modernization. The community deserves
a good newspaper and all of us who
labor to produce it hope The Champion
may be regarded that way or our ef-
forts will have been in vain.

(Photo by W. Merle Gunby)

Sugar and Spice

by bill smiley i

Did you read in the papers recently
about some drug, developed by a Ru-
manian lady doctor, which keeps you
young? Apparently it works wonders.
Old 'Konrad Adenauer, who packed it in
not long ago, well into his nineties, was
oA IL‘;_‘H]-.”' customer.

Wish | could get mv hands on some
of that stuff. In fact, don’t be surprised
if vou learn that I'm off to Rumania this
summer. It's appalling what thev expect
us old guvs 1o do these days.

When I was 30, I knew [ couldn't

keep up the pace much longer, and look-
ed forward to life beginning at 40. When

I hit 40, I found myself running faster
than ever, still in circles. Now I'm

wondering whether they let vou out of

the rat race at 50, or whether vou just
keep going until vou run all those other
rats into the ground or fall tlat on vour

foolish face. Dead.

Trouble is, there are alwavs new
voung rats joining the marathon, which
makes it rough on us mature rats, e¢ven
though we've got our second wind.

It's not the regular work that gets
me. No. I come frem hard-working peas-

ant, puritan stock, and know that you

have to work hard to get rich and/or

to heaven. It's the other week piled on
top of it that makes me come out an
80-hour loser, red-eved, surly, frazzled

and fractious.

It's when thev expect me to be, 1n
addition, as a bonus, a culture vulture, a
society butterfly, a dedicated communityv
worker, a fine husband and father, and
a general handyvman, that I rapidly be-
come a dam’ old grump, as mv daughter
succinctly puts 1t,

LLast week was a doozer, and not
untypical. Monday, rush home, write col-
umn, then straight oft to music testival.
Sat on hard chair from 7.30 to 11.30 p.m.
when daughter plaved. Worth 1t, when
she took highest mark in the festival, but
had sore bum all next day.

[uesday, taught my own classes and
gave guest lecture. Grade 10 1s “doing”
the invasion of Normandyv in history,

since I was the only available hving relic
of the battle, was asked to tell them some
Like

highlights. how our air force

20 years ago

Taken from the issue of The Canadian
Champion May 8, 1947.

Winners from Milton at Peel Music
Festival held at Port Credit last week
included: Under nine vears, first place,
88 marks, Susan Gowland (gold medal):
Duect under 11 vears, second place, 84,
Laurie Stevenson and Carol Stevenson,
(stlver medal); Duet under 13 vears,
fourth place, 81 marks, Janet Foster and
Svilvia Stevenson (no award). These are
pupils of Mignon Telgmann. We join
with other friends in extending congratu-
lations on their success and the fine
showing thev made in strong competi-
Lon.

Believed to be the largest speckled
trout caught near Milton was landed by
Philip Roltev last Mondav evening sev-
cral hundred vards north of Martin's
dam, just outside the town limits. Phil
sard he was using an inexpensive rod
when the large fish struck at the bait.
[t weighed three pounds on two different
scales and measured 18 and one half
inches in length.,

Twelve  hundred  copies  of  the
Champion were distributed to subscrib-
ers this week

A 1939 house that required $1,000
worth of lumber would show a lumber
cost of §2.828 at the present time, which
gives the reason why the woodman is
not sparing that tree these davs, savs the
Cheslev Enterprise

50 years ago

Taken from the issue of The Canadian
Champion, May 10, 1917.

Almost immediately after the declar-
ation of war by the United States against
Germany, action for selective service con-
scription was taken. Canada has been
at war nearly three years, voluntary en-
listment is at a standstill, though thous-
ands of recruits are wanted to replace
recent and coming tremendous Canadian
losses in France, vet Sir Edward Kemp,
Minister of Militia, told the House of
Commons last week that no scheme for
compulsorv service had been under con-
sideration. Before this Sir Robert Bor-
den had been talking in England of
“vigorous action” by Canada. What did
he mean? Anvthing?

From a soldier’s letter home — "“Just
a few lines to let you know I am getting
along alright. My wound is painful, but
not dangerous. The bullet went right
through my leg, but we must be thank-
ful it is no worse. I haven’t seen any of
the Milton boys for some time. I guess
there aren’t many or them left. I don't
know whether T will get to England or
not. I certainly hope I do, as there is a
lot going. Be sure to keep this letter as
it is written on German note paper. I
took it off the fellow that shot me. 1
guess you know what happened to him.
I have his belt and bayonet, too. Will
try to send them home."”
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coming

company will turn out by order of the
Commander in Chief and fire a feu de

bombed our troops at Caen. Like how
my squadron dive-bombed a German
bridge three days in a row, 60 tons of
bombs, three aircraft lost, and never
knocked a chip of concrete off the thing,
though we did kill a lot of fish in the
river below,

This is known as living history and
[ had to do an encore the next day with
another grade. A pack of “old sweat”

lies, but they ate it up. It wasn’t in the
book.

After school, acted as judge in speak-
ing contest. Wednesday night final con-
cert of music festival winners. Kim
picked up an armful of silver cups, which
helped ease another raw rump from
three hours on wooden chair. Thursday
night, Library Board Meeting. Friday
afternoon, presented prizes to winners
in speaking contest. Friday night, school
band concert, with daughter playing
drums and another hard chair. Pain in
rear slightly eased by post-concert party
which produced pain in head.

Saturday, Open House at school.
English department display in my room
drew much attention. Ketchup on floor
indicated last scene of Hamlet, which we
did in the fall, and small pile of ashes
on floor indicated remains of Saint Joan,
which we finished last week. Visitors
deeply impressed with new realism iIn
teaching English.

Saturday night, fought all evening
with wife and daughter. Latter wanted
to go to teen dance, despite fact she had
trouble staving awake because of after-
noon and evening rehearsals all week.
To every one of which I drove her and
picked her up.

Spent all day Sunday looking for

receipts to send with income tax return,
onc week late.

Here it is Monday and column night
again. And the lawn isn't raked. And
tomorrow night I have to play for the
Russian Billiard Championship of the
curling club, which closed three weeks
ago.

And hours to go before I sleep. And
hours to go before I slecep. Please pass
the Rumanian Gerovital or whatever.

Pages of the Past

from champion files

100 years ago

Taken from the issue of The Canadian
Champion, Milton, May 9, 1867.

Great preparations are being made
in Milton for the celebration of her
Majesty's 48th birthday in a manner be-

loval people. The volunteer

joie. A large amount has subscribed for

games, races, etc. and a gorgeous pro-
cession of Caluthumpians will parade
the streets, arraved in costly robes, and

the dav will conclude with a grand re-

union of the institute. Surely this is a bill
of fare to suit the most sensational tas-

tes, and we expect to see our streets

overflowing with sight seers on that day.

The Prussian press complains that

France is still continuing her military
preparations.

Last week a man living on the

Guelph Road, between Campbellville and

Haltonville, was found dead in bed.

Cause of death unknown, supposed to be

from intemperance.

THE

CANADIAN CHAMPION

Published by the Dills Printing
and Publishing Co. Ltd.

Managing Editor — James A. Dills
News Editor — Rov L. Downs
Advertising Mgr. — Hyde Parker

Published every Wednesday at 191
Main St., Milton, Ontario. Member |
ol the Canadian Weekly News. |
papers  Association and the On
tario Weekly Newspapers Associa
tion. Subscription rates payable |
in advance, $4.00 in Canada: $7.00 |
n all countries other than
Canada. '

Advertising Is accepted on the condition
that, in the event of a typographical error,
that portion of the advertising space
occupied by the erroneous item, together
with reasonable allowance for signature,
will not be charged for, but the balance
of the advertisement will be paid for at
the applicable rate.

In the event of a typugraphical error aa-
vertising goods or services at a wrong
price, goods or scrvices may not be sold.
Advertising is merely .an offer to sell and
may be withdrawn at any time

Authorized as Second Class Mil

by the Post Office Department.
Ottawa




