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One old clock remains

Jewellery store 72 years in Marchand name

One of Milton's oldest busi-
ness tirms changed hands this
week when, altter 72 vears as
Marchand's  Credit  Jewellers,
the tamihar old store at 220
Main St. becomes Ross Brancier
Jewellery.

Mr. and Mrs, Ross Brancier of
Hamilton have purchased the
building and rollowing extensive
renovations, are re-opening the
store as a jewellery, china and
aift store. Mr. Brancier is a
master watchmaker and a man
well versed, in the trade, coming
1o Milton atter 11 vears with the
1Y ] Hamilton.
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Older Miltonians will be sorr
10 see the Marcdhand name leave
Main St., tor they have watched
two generations ol Marchands
develop the growing business.
It was on a sunny Sundav alter-
noon in 1894 the voung jeweller
ana watchmaker Emile March-

and ol Preston rode his bike to
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Milton to look over the town
and C. E. White's jewellery busi
ness that was being ottered for
‘illl.l‘.

A month ago, his son Marcel
retived and closed the store that
has served the public through
those two generations and 72
vears,

Emile Marchand, at the age ol
10, came to Canada from his
native Switzerland. He learned
‘he watchmaking trade at Kit-
chener trom the lamed Pegea-
nat familyv, and Arthur Pegeu
nat married his sister. BEmile’s
Wile was a member ol L
oenceration ol the Pennsvivania
Dutch Schierch tamily to hive in
Canada.

Mr. Marchand had worked
his trade in Kitchener and even-
tually opened a store at Preston.
In 1894 Charlic White put his
icwellery business in Milton up
for sale and cmile Marchand
rode down on the bike to look 1t
OVer,

On July 25, 1894, the tollowing
advertisement appeared in The
Canadian Champion, over the
signature ol “Emile Marchand,
practical watchmaker and joew
cller”.

“Having bought the  business
ol the late C. E. White, I am now
prepared to supply the pubdlic

with goods which no doubt will
surprise evervbody tor the aual-

ity and price at which T will ol-
fer them. Don't laill to mspect
my stock betore |1l|l‘t'|1;lhi|};_' ¢lse
where, 1 have some beauatitul
Gold and Silver Watches which
| will sell at astonishing  low
prices. 1 have also just recerved
a beautitul line ol Silverware,
suitable for wedding presents,
which must be seen to be ap-
preciated. You wili also  find
i my store a nice line ot En-
cagement Rines and other beau-
titul articles, too numerous 1o
mention. Whether vou buy or

1181 1oy ronble 1o how the

Repaimring ol all Kinds ol
AWl |lu‘*~, L'[lh'l\.‘w_ iL‘u:'F|L'I‘~., 3 § hai
reatly done on short notice, All
work guaranteed.”

Mirs, Marchand, not to be out-
done by her husband swno made
Pis name in the business wuorld
ol Milton, also had a distinction
that must have been the talk
¢l the town lor vears., Around
(897 she survived an operation,
the second ;lih‘bltit'x'lnlll‘k cVvaer
cone o this area, which was
performed by Dr. R K. Ander
son and Dr. Stewart. In those
davs an apendectomy was really
someaethmge unusual,

Business prospered and Em
Marcel hiterally  was
into the business.”  To
retirement, Marcel  re-
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calls how he was always around
the store as a vouth, and how
e actually started working in
the store as soon as he was big
cnough to unpack a case ol
poods.  He took over the store
in 1932, shortly alter his father
died, and ran it for 32 vears
until he closed it July 15 of this
vear,

Looking back on his own life-
time in the jewellery business,
Marcel Marchand recalls many
happy times.

For imstance in 1914 when Mil-

ton's new Post OHhice was erect
cd oat the Mamm and Martin Sis
mitorsection, hs lather was aw-

arded the contract to mmstall the
clock. “I1 helped my lather cary
a lot ol Little parts up into the
tower,” Marcel recalls, and he
also remembers the opening day
when Mavor E. F. Earl othiciat-
c¢d by swinging the pendulum to
s¢t the clock in motion,

One of Marcel's jobs, as soon
as the clock was mstalled and
working, was to walk twice a
week to the CPR. station on
Court St. carrving a watch rom
the store. At exactly 12 o'clock
noon the time <ignal was given,
and his task was to set the clock
lor exactly noon, then walk
back downtown and adjust the
big Post oltice clock to ensure
the correct time.

In those days, having the pro-
per time at the Post Office was
important, because not many
could afford to carry timepieces
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Grand Jury finds
iail in disrepair

Six men and one woman, un-
der foreman R. H. Ellot, per-
formed their semi-annual du-
tiecs as Grand Jury last week
when they turned in their report
on Halton County’s public build
mes to Mr. Justice Donnelly.

Thev reported that the elder-
lv Halton County Jail is still in
bad disrepair, but noted that
a new two-county building 1S
in the planning stage.

Insufficient office space at the
Halton County Child Welfare
Acency was reported, and the
jury recommended that addi-
tional  and proper facilities
should be made available at the
carliest convenience.

Other public buildings receiv-
¢t good markings.

Twelve cases appear on the
Supreme Court docket this sit-
ting. These include one rape,
two criminal negligence, seven
aivorce, one libel, and one civil
(non-jury) mvolving two munic-
ipalities,
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School bus safety stressed
throughtout Esquesing area

Motorists overtaking or ap-
proaching a school bus musi
HOW come 1o a complete stop
when red tlashing lights on the
bus arc workinz. This went into
cttect September | under the

Hichwavs ACL.

When a school bus atul‘h [()
cither pick up or drop ottt pu
pils, the bus driver turns on the
Hashing red lights which appear
at both tront and back ol the
bus. This 18 the signal tor all
come 1o O
o reaching the bus.

Molorists 1o SNTop

DO

Last week, pupils tarounghount
Esquesing Township schools re
ceived complete
the proper method ol leaving o
Drivers visited cach

chool to train the pupls and

INsirucliions on
-xil{!il: EILIH

IVEe Instructions

When the school bus comes 1o
| xilfliﬂi'-..':L' SLOD, children leave
mm an orderly tashion and stay
out n tront ol the bus approxi
mately 12 leet This 1s done to
cive the bus driver a clear view

()] .lf] A F:jialr -l ITI Illu' jrad ™ I sOme

ol the smaller children could
not be seen by the school bus
driver, especially . when  thev
]'-‘.I___’_':‘ui Close to the lront of the
vehicle

Once the pupils are in front of
the bus, they stop and await the
all<clear signal from the bus
driver betore thev cross the
highwav. Because the children
have stopped in tront ol the bus,
this does not give approaching
motorists the right to proceed.
[t 15 merely an added precau-
tion to prevent an accident in
the event some motorist IUI'LJL'EH
O stop.

When the children have sately
reached the tlIﬁ|1!:H]IL' side of [|1L‘
road the bus driver turns ol
the tHashing red hights. At this
trattic proceeds and may
ass the bus under proper road
conditions.

PpoOInt

With increased cnrolment
throughout Esquesing
board chairman  Russ
himselt  a school bus driver,
along with other board mem-
Ders were anxious to have pu-
pils tramned in the proper meth-
od ot leaving a school bus.

Bus drivers expressed con-
cern about some motorists not
obeving the new regulation and
are hopetul that soon, cevery
motorist will become aware ol
the Highway Act in order to
prevent a fatahity,

schools,

Miller,

and they depended on the
town’s lone public clack.

Marcel soon tired of his twice-
weekly jaunts to the railroad
station, so he and a friend, Gra-
ham Peacock, launched a new
project — they built one of the
Lirst wireless “crystal sets” in
town. That way they could catch
the time signal from Arlington
and save the long walk to the
station,

And the clock was always
Known 1to be reliable. “The
engineers on the C.P.R. used to
double check their '-.'I.'.'.i[l_.'l'h'w ‘L".'i”t
that clock,” Mr. Marchand re
ports. They could see it when
trains stopped at the local sta-
tion. “They said that was the
only clock between Toronto and
Windsor that kept perfect time.”

Around the end of the second
world war Marcel got “the big-
gest order 1 ever wrote up”
when the town council decided
to honor Milton's servicemen.
Marchand’s store supplied all
the rings for the servicemen
who returned home, plus silver
lrays presented by council to
the families of those who did
not returm,

Similarly at the end of world
war one, Marchand’s supplied
the town with 20 Regina watch-
¢s lor the veterans. He believes
Roger Ptolemy and Charlie Ken-
nedy are the only two still alive
who have been able to preserve
their watches from 1918.

Although the store is changing
hands, one old clock will re-
main in the store and will be
given a “place of honor"” inside
the front door. The clock will
be under its fifth ownership
when Mr. Brancier opens the
doors of his new business.

Mr. Marchand cannot tell the
age nor the make of the clock,
but i1t is believed to'oe well over
100 vears old. John Fraser, the
first jeweller to work from that
store, installed  the  Austrian-
made regulator clock. It was
passed on to Charlie White,
then  Emile  Marchand, then
Marcel Marchand, and now Mr.
Brancier is its proud owner.

“I'll wager there isn’t a person
in this town, regardless ol therr
who c¢an remember the
stere when that clock was not
hanging there on the wall,” con-
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cludes Mr. Marchand. Except
tor two vears during the war
t'me when it did not  operate

due to a scarcity ol parts, the
old timepiece has constantly
kept the correct time. Mr. Mar-

chand alwavs used 1t 1o set
clocks and watches after re-
pairs.,

—Wis¢e buvers shop through
Champion classitieds.

—The hockey season isn’t far
away, and ice 1s expected in the
arena by October 1,

New Jewellery Store . . .

To Mr. and Mrs. ROSS BRANCIER
on the Grand Opening of Their

And a sincere “Thank You” to Everyone for Their

Continued Patronage over the Years.

M. E. MARCHAND

Gibson
Willoughby

Limited '

Wish to Extend Congratulations
and Sincere Best Wishes |

TO

ROSS BRANCIER JEWELLERY |

UPON THE OPENING OF THEIR
FINE NEW STORE ON MILTON'S

MAIN STREET

As General Contractors for
Ross Brancier Jewellery
New Store

WE ARE PLEASED
To Congratulate Them

and Extend Qur Wishes
For Their Success.

RAY OLAN

BUILDING CONTRACTORS LTD.
854-2264 — Campbellville

Our Congratulations to
Ross Brancier Jewellery

Copeland Lumber

BUILDING SUPPLIES
&

WE ARE HAPPY TO ADD
OUR WARM GOOD WISHES

to

ROSS BRANCIER JEWELLERY
GEO. BUNDY

Fuel Oil 878-6912 Electrician
&

CONGRATULATIONS
to Ross Brancier Jewellery

This Beautiful New Store is a

Distinctive Addition to Milton

PAINTING BY . . .

IL VANSOELEN

Phone 878-6137
MILTON

We are Pleased to Have
Been Chosen to Install the
Distinctive Brick Work at

ROSS BRANCIER
JEWELLERY

AN EXTEND OUR BEST WISHES
FOR THEIR SUCCESS

R DEL NIN

405 Broadway

878-2192
MASONRY CONTRACTOR




