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On Electing a President

An Onlooker’s Guide to The U.S. Elections

From the Bank of Montreal
“Business Review" —
August 1964
The office of President ol the
United States of America has
long been one of great power
and influence. Evenis 1n recent
years, particularly, have combin-
ed to extend the direct e¢llects
of the President’'s intluence to
everv corner of the earth. Cana-
dians and people around the
world will follow this  vear's
presidential election with keen
interest: but, to many, the mech
anics of the United
toral ["II'UL'L*LlIlH' A ¢ HUH]L*IhEH;j Ol

a mvsitery.

The intention
\.EL'U. 1s 1O Lh“-n.f'ii."ln_‘ the sequence
of events which culminate in the
election of the Chiet Executive
of the United States ol America,
in order to assist readers in lol-
lowing developments in this pre-
sidential election vear.

The Electoral College

It is important to bear in mind
from the outset that in 1964, the
PIL‘hlLiL‘HI will be L’!u'L'IL‘Li. not dir-
ectl¢ bv some 115 million United
States citizens ol voting age, nol
by the 70 million or more expect-
ed to go to the polls in Novem-
ber, but by 538 persons who,
though they never meet as a
budr, are known as the Electoral
CU”L"}:}L‘.

The Constitution of the United

"‘1-|'|L. 1}' I!I"‘“ FL"

States provides for each state
to “appoint” a number ol Elec-
tors equal to the total number

States elec- |

When a voter goes to the polls
on Election Day, he does naot
vote for just one Elector. In-
stead, he indicates on the ballot
which slate of Electors within
his state he wishes to support.
A simple majority of the popular
votes cast in a state will carry
all that state’s electoral votes
for the candidate ol one party.
Although the name of the
ning presidential candidate 1s us-
uallv known by the end ol Elec-
tion Dav, he is not then legally
elected.

The number of electoral
for each state changes every
vears as the number ol
sional Representatives to which
each state is entitled 1s reappor-
tioned according to the

' nial census. The number ol elec-
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toral votes of 25 states has
changed since the last presiden-
tial election with states in the
mid-west and north-east losing
Representatives, principally 1o
California and Florida. Califor-
I}i'.t, for i[IH{LlI1L'L‘, has 40 clectors

this vear, eight more than 1n
1960, since it is now entitled to
elect 38 Representatives, in ad
{ition to the two Senators 10)

which all states are equally en-
titled.

Count in January
Those chosen Electors by pop-
ular vote in November meet on
the first Monday alter the se-
cond Wednesdav 1n December 1n
their T'L'ﬂh‘t'[i\L' states 10 casld
their ballots for President and

of Senators and Representatives | Vice-President. The Constitution

which that state sends to Con

|

gress. There are now 435 Repre-|

sentatives and 100 Senators 1In
Congress. But this year, lor the
first time., residents ol the
trict of Columbia will be
mitted to vote in the presiden-
tial election, following the ratifi
cation of the 23rd

States in 1961.

The nation’s capital, although |

not sending representatives to
Congress, will vote for three el-
ectors. Thus, there will be 538
members of the Electoral Col-
lege, with 270 electoral votes re-
quired for a presidential candi-
date 1o achieve victory.
Elect the Electors
The method of choosing these
Electors has changed since 1789,
largely result the evolu-
tion of political parties. In prac-

ol

ds o

tice, state legislatures have dir-
ected that the Electors be chos-
en by popular vote within the
state. The slates of candidates
for Electors Are nominaled
through various procedures, bW
the party organizations within

each

sfate.

per- | of the Electors’ ballots are mail-

amendment |
to the Constitution ol the l."nih-di

requires that each elector must
vote for at least one presiden-
tial or vice-presidential candid-
ate who is not a resident ol the
Elector's state. Certified copies

ed to the President of the Sen
ate and to various other oftlic-
1als,

Early in January, the Senate
and the House ol Rt*ﬂl'rﬂ'ilhlti‘.
will body Wil
ness the L'ntllﬂi!‘l;__‘ ol the ballots
and the candidate who obtains a
simple majority the
votes is legally elected President
the United States. If no candi-
date for President should
ceive a majority of the electoral
votes, the election would be
ferred to the House of Represen-

S sit as one 10

Ol electoral

Ol

1C-

-

tatives, a constitutional provis
ion that has been used onlhy
Once, iT"I 11'134.

It is customary, although not
constitutionally required, for
each slate of Electors to vole

en bloc for the presidential can-
didate nominated by the nation-
al convention of its party and,
since 1820, only seven Electors
have failed vote for the can

1O

win- |

VvOLECS |
10 |

congres- |

decen- |

1n el |'~.'L'1,

didate whom thev had been
pledged 1o support. The most re
cemt deviation was in 1960 when
one Oklahoma Elector refused to
vote for the Republican cand:
date.
Minority Victory

the traditional
slate of Elec-
voling en
bloc, the candidate
need not receive a majority ol
the national popular votes in or-

(!
the

Sialtle

As a result
procedure of
from each
successiul

LO) ]S

American history. For example,
in 1888, Harrison received 100,000
fewer popular votes than Cleve
land, but 65 more electoral votes.
The most recent such occur-
rence was in 1948 when Mr. Tru-
man received just under 50 pe:

cenl ol the popular votes, bul

' secured 57 per cent of the votes

of the Electoral College.
Prior *to and {illlillg.! the
quence of events descriped
ove, there are other stages
choosing the President,
the primaries, the national
ventions and the campaign.

State Primaries
Presidential primary
emerged shortly after the begin
ning the century. Like
features ol the American
tion system, these primaries are
largely  controlled at
the state level by party organiz

SEe-
15
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ations and regulated by state leg
islation. In about one-third ol
the states, party volers are gi

en the opportunity to choose de
legates to the national nominat

ing conventions and, 1n some
states, to express their preler-|
ence among party aspirants lor |

presidential nomination. The r¢

sults of these direct primaries do |

not as a rule influence the decis
jons ol the national conventions |
as much as thevy alfect the
choice ol party candidates for |
state and local ofhces.

'he national party nominaling |
conventions, first held in the]
1830's, have evolved outside the
United States Constitution. The

s1z¢ of each delegation flhuctuates |

from convention to convenlion |
but is weighted roughlv accord
ng 1o the ]‘mp‘lllf.‘-Til}Tl and the
number of partv supporters 1in|
each state. The selection ol dele

cates and alterngtes is made by |

state party organizations through
the use of primaries, as mention
ed above, or bv other means

such state conventions.

ol ™

Candidate's Choice

| der to obtain a majority ol the |
' ¢lectoral votes. There have been
several “minorityv” Presidents in

notabl

The three main PUT'POSCS ol a

national convention are to

'tlll.

the party lor the election
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That old family photo album
or an early picture of a local
building . . . A yellowed old

newspaper . . . Documents from

the early days . ..

PLEASE -- DON'T JUST
DISCARD THEM

Every day we hear of people tossing
away valvable pieces of history of our
town and districc — when such items

shculd be preserved for posterity and

record purposes.

CLEANING OUT YOUR ATTIC OR BASEMENT?

Before You Discard Anything Old . . . Check It First

.I'"
N

¥

PRESERVATION OF
DOCUMENTS, NEWSPAPERS,

| A ' 'L .' ,_':"- 7 Al ..'

OLD PHOTOS5,
ETC.,

IF

YOU ARE TIRED OF STORING THEM.

191 MAIN ST.

CALL

MILTON

The Canadian Champion

TR 8-2341

write |
the party platfofrm, to organize |
CdlTl-

L vious

dential
1900, 1t 1S
- have 'oeen Governors or Senators,
' and
| with more than 20 Electonrial Col-

| its principal task
other | - ; . _
HCT ination of presidential and vice

. ﬂ!'L‘HiLiL’ﬂ[i;ii candidates.

| in nomination,

paign to follow and, most impor
tant. 1o choose :hq_' i‘l.‘_ﬂ']\.'u, I'”"-"“i.!'
dential candidate. It is on this
jast item of business that the at-
tention of several thousand dele-
gates and alternatives and the
public is centred in the summer
of a presidential election year.

The Constitution requires only
that the President: of the United
States shall be a natural-born cit-
izen. at least 35 vears of age, and

' resident within the United States

for 14 vears. It goes without say-
ing, however, that the personal
and political requirements for a
presidential candidate are many
and varied. Apart from the ob-
criteria character and
abilitv, it is perhaps significant
that, with one or two exceptions,
certain  traditional “background
gqualifications” appear to apply.
For instance ol the eleven presi-
candidates elected since
noteworthy that nine

Ol

<ix have hailed Irom states
lege votes.

The Principal Task
Usuallyv bv the third dav the na-

| tional convention has completed

elections | 5/ ¢ gther business, and takes up

the nom
The
retarv of the convention begins
a roll-call ol states to ;"l].IL'L‘ Narnces
Olten a state lhist

SO~

ned

 guently

'ed at the beginning of the alpha- |

will “vield” its nominating
position to a state listed alter, so
that a candidate may have the
advantage of being nominated
by a kev state early in the pro-

| ceedings.,

each can-
the noms-
speeches,

The qualifications of
didate are extolled In
inating and seconding
and these speeches are usually |
‘ollowed bv noisy colorful dem-
onstrations. This procedure, [re-
lengthy, is followed by
a second roll-call by state when
delegations cast their votes lor
particular candidates. When
there are a number of candidates

it mav be necessarv 1o take scv

eral rollcalls ol the states on
the convention floor — often a
dramatic procedure — until one
candidate achieves a majority ol
the votes. As a rule, state del
cgations vote as a unit although
delegates from many states arce

ree to vote as individuals if they
wish.

The rules covering the Repub-
lican and Democratic national
conventions differ considerably,
but both now require a simple
majority ol the delegates votes
to select a presidential candidate.
This candidate assumes the lead-
ership of his party for at least the
duration of the election campaign
and serves as its national stand-
ard-bearer.

The Vice President

One ol the first tasks ol a can-|

didate, once he has received the
nomination of his party, 1s
indicate his choice for running
mate — the party’'s nominee for
Vice President, whose name will
be coupled with that of the pres-
idential candidate. The Vice Pre

1O

Real Old Fashiened Values

at

st HARDWARE

LATE SUMMER 7c SALE

CHECK THIS LIST — THEN COME IN AND
SEE MANY-MANY MORE ITEMS THAT ARE
ON SPECIAL 7c¢ SALE

DELUXE FOOD PRESSES ($4.89)
.Now - - == o= - %397

Zenith Deluxe Hair Dryers

and Case - -

. $19.77

14-0z. Home & Garden Insect

Spray - -

$ .97

4-Player Croquet Sets ($5.95)

now $4.97

IRONING BOARD (chrome leqgs) includes pad and cover and

electrical outlet ($18.95)

NOW $14.77

Regular Size Plastic Pails - $ .77
Mixing Bowl & Fire King

Measuring Cup

- - - - % .87

Good Quality Lawn Chairs - $5.77

HOOVER
CONSTELLATION

Vacuum Cleaners

$49.97 up

HOOVER

POLISHERS
$29.77

SEE OUR FULL LINE OF
RADIOS & RECORD PLAYERS

17 cu. . DELUXE FREEZERS

Will maintain 20 helow zero $219.97

SEE OUR TERRIFIC VALUES IN TABLE TOP AND
CABINET ZENITH SEWING MACHINES $62.97 up

Visit our second floor display of tables, chairs, room
dividers efc.

| Use Our Thrifty Crest Payment Plan :

"

See our full range of flower pots, clearance of
barbeques etc.

TR 8-6011

TR B-6011

nest HARDWARE

Milton |
DON MERRITT, Owner |

sident, who must mect the snmcinthcr regulations governing el-|
'ections in the United States, the

S

the

constitutional
the President,

qualifications
succeeds to

“powers and duties” of the presi-|

dencv in the event “of the re-

type of ballot used is determined
bv each state. In summary, the

‘major events which lead to the

moval of the President from of-
fice, or of his death, resignation, |

or inability to discharge the pow-
ers and duties ol said office . . ."”
President Johnson is the eighth
President to assume ollice as a
result of the death ol his pre-
decessor.

The American voter has an un-
usually heavy responsibility on
Election Day. Not only does he
choose the Electors for President
wnd Vice President, but he also
votes for his Representative to

Congress, often for a senator and |

usually for a number of state ol-
ficials. The ballot which he uses
to record these choices may in-
clude over 100 names and may be
over 500 square inches in size.
Voting Machines

The voting machine, which was
introduced in New York Stat2 .n
1892, is now used in a number of
states and facilitates

Canadian ballots, American bal-
lots usually carry political party
designations in the form of a
symbol or partv name. Like most

" USE THE COIN-OP
FOR COOL SUMMER
WASHING

It costs so little to use our self-service
machines to wash laundry and fluff dry

choice of a Chief Executive begin
with the presidential primary el
ections in several states, held
through June,

In the suimmer ol a president
ial election vear, the major pol
itical parties hold their national

'nominating conventions to choeose

the record-
ing and counting of votes. Unlike |

for ironing.

PLAZA LAUNDRE-EASE

MILTON PLAZA

& Oﬂan 24 hrs. a Da‘ :

their candidates for President and
Vice President. This yvear the Re-
publicans met at San Francisco
in mid-July, and the Democrats
convened at Atlantic City starting
August 24,
Vote on Nov. 3

Active election campaigning us-
uallv begins after La'bor Day and
continues 1o just before Election
Dayv, which this vear falls
November 3.

0Tl

The members of the Electoral
College will meet in their <cv-
' eral state capitals on December |

14. 1964, to cast their ballots tor

President and Vice President.

On January 6, 1965, the 538 El-
ectoral ballots will be counted
before the new Congress and, In
compliance with the Constitution,
the candidate who receives a
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BACK-TO-SCHOOL
WARDROBE SERVICE

Restore this year's appearance to last year's

school

clothes.

simple majority will be legally
elected President of the United
States of America.

On Inauguration Day, two
weeks later, the man chosen, in
effect, if indirectly, by the people
of the United States in a year-
long sequence of traditional! and
legal procedures, will be invested
with the powers, responsibilities
and heavy burdens of one ol the
most exacting olfices in the mod-
ern world.

—Use Champion classilieds
for easy, ii‘lL'.‘i]‘JL‘lhi\.'L‘ and fast
results,

These 11 Plaza Stores and

and Services

FOR BACK-TO-SCHOOL

ZIPPER

ARE READY FOR
“BACK TO SCHOOL"

AND

“Milton Old Fashioned Days”

OPEN ALL DAY WEDNESDAY
& THURSDAY, FRIDAY NIGHTS

BINDERS

Values Up to $5.00
Special $1.99
MILTON PLAZA

SMOKE AND GIFT SHOP
@ Open to 10 p.m. including Sundays

STOPP'S

CLEANERS AND
TAILORS

Fast Dependable Service

878-2972 Free Pick-up

OFF TO A HEAD START!

W

COME IN AND BROWSE . ..

loock Your Best for Back to

School . . . or Milton Old Fashioned

Days and Steam-Era.

Here you'll find designs you like . . .

pieces and groups you'll want to live

Please Call Early for an Appointment

De'ATH'S
HAIR STYLING

PHONE TR 8-2501
FOR AN EARLY APPOINTMENT

LOBLAW'S

WEEKLY SPECIAL
HOSTESS BISCUITS

PINEAPPLE TARTS

24 Biscuit Pkag.

29

MILTON PLAZA

SALES — SERVICE — PARTS
Factory Trained Mechanics

PLAZA MOTORS

AUTHORIZED VOLKSWAGEN DEALER

TR 8-2962

with

Quality at Low Prices!

FABIAN FURNITURE

Factory Furniture Direct to You
DIAL TR 8-2091

THURSDAY-FRIDAY-SATURDAY
BACK TO SCHOOL SPECIALS

st Quality

HOSE

Maximum 4 pr. to a customer

SOCKS — 3 pr. for 97c¢
POLLOCK SHOES

Regular 59c pr.

37c pr.

IN THE PLAZA

Drop in and See Our New Fall Back to
School Shoes -

Men's, Ladies’, Children's

Children’s Wear -- Back-to-School

BOY'S

Boys’ Pants — 2 - 16

Windbreakers — 2 - 18 . $2.37 - $2.97
Squall Jackets — 7 - 18
Boys’ Laminated Jackets

SPECIALS

GIRL'S

... %187 -%2.97 Fall Cotton Dresses . .. ... ... $2.97
Kiltie Skirts — 7 - 14 Teen ........ $3.97

- $2.97 Woel Jumpers — 7 - 16 $2.97

... %497 Woeool Tweed Skirts $2.97

AND MANY, MANY OTHER TERRIFIC VALUES

SAVEWAY — Self Serve Centre

WHERE YOUR DOLLAR GOES A LONG WAY

|
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BACK-TO-SCHOOL

Watch for Our Specials Next Week

—
I
i I J

Y

AND OLD FASHIONED DAYS

at the LORI-ANNE SHOPPE

PHONE TR 8-9512

NEW STYLE BARBER SHO

Open — Mon.-Tues..-Wed. — 8.30 to 7
Thurs.-Fri. — 830 to 9 Sat. —81to 6




