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EDITOR'S NOTE—Purpose of this series of articles
will be to irace some of the interesiing history
that could well form the foundation of a Halton
County museum where the history of Ontario’s
fastest-growing county may be properly dis-
played, described and shown to countless local
and ouiside visitors.

By Roy Downs

Nestling in the heart of Ontario’s “golden horse-
shoe” lies the busy, bustling County called Halton.
It includes eight thriving municipalities, five towns
ranging in population from 4,000 to 40,000, numer-
ous quaint old villages and new row-on-row sub-
divisions, a portion of the Niagara Escarpment the
residents call “the mountain”, two fine large creeks
pouring water from the headlands into the lake,
homes, business and commerce, industries and
farmlands.

It's a picturesque county with centuries of in-
teresting history now covered over by millions of
dollars worth of development, yet here and there
—untouched by the growth of a nation—we find rare
places of unspoiled nature where searchers may
find the peace and solitude which contrast so with
our everyday life.

Halton’s progress over the past 50 years, and
especially the past 10, has been fast and furious.
Hardly a detail has been missed as this once-agricul-
tural community thrives and booms, and makes a
name for itself from coast to coast.

No Svitable Museum

Yet one detail has been missed. One very impor-
tant part of our living—past and present—has been
left cut of the wonderful picture of Halton. For the
County is without a suitable museum to tell the
people of tomorrow about the people of yesterday,
and their struggle which laid the groundwork for
today’s prcsperous boom of civilization.

There are, at Oakville and Burlingten, museums
of sorts which tell of the early days in those areas.
But what of the rest of the county? Is an unkempt
four-by-six glass case, covered in dust and hiding
in the lobby of the Milton Court Hcuse, sufficient
to fill in the details of a wonderful story no-one
seems capable of telling?

Or could there be a movement bequn immedi-
ately—even today—to establish a complete museum
of Halton history?

And there could be, according to a young man
who lives in Georgetown.

Willing to Donate
John Michie is a man who has spent the spare
time of the last 20 years of his life developing the
most interesting presentation of the early Indian life
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cheologist Would Give Indian Artifacts Collection to County Museum

in this part of the country. He is willing to donate
this slice of his life to a county museum.

John’s ccllection of rare Indian artifacts . . . his
writings about the Indian times before the white
man invaded Halton . . . and his uncanny knack
tor presenting this story to a listener are treasures
awaifing the establishment of this necessary facet of
cur heritage.

But who could start a museum? County ccuncil?
Conservation Authority? Women's Institutes? An
unformed (as yet) historical society? This is a ques-
tion yet to be answered. Let us suffice to say action
is needed, and now.

John's collection of Indian artifacts which he
personally dug up from ruins of Indian villages
right here in Halton County are a priceless start to
the museum. Add to this the many dormant antique
collecticns that lie in basements, attics, garages and
storerooms across ithe county, and the few articles
now on display commercially and privately here
and there on the map, and a museum is born!

History Pieced Together

Acccerding to John Michie, learning the history
of Halton through the 1600’s isn't easy. During that
pericd, Jesuit missionaries from France lived with
the Indians in this area and made monthly reports
which were sent to Montreal whenever a runner
was going that way. They sat in Montreal until a
boat was going to France, and it sometimes took
two years from the time of writing for the reports
to reach France.

These writings were recently purchased by Mc-
Gill University and brought to Canada where they
were translated and the hisory of this country’s early
days was pieced together.

The writings are sketchy but ccrrect, as the
Jesuits wrote only what they saw.

It was not until 1901 that Canadian archaeclog-
ists began yearbocks on their findings. And so, witn
much reading and a lot of supposition and fitting
tegether of the little pieces, John is now fairly well
informed of the 17th century of the area.

Here, then, is his idea of the county’s early days.

It is believed that the Jesuits might have stood
on the Niagara Escarpment here in the year 1621.
They tell of standing on a mountain and looking
toward the large body of water presumed to be
Lake Ontario.

Champlain Here?

It is even possible that the great explorer Samuel
Champlain might once have passed through Halton.
The Huron tribes, located north of Orillia to Mid-
land, reportedly held Champlain as hostage one
winter. The route of his flight south to the United

States and his return trip back are not definite, but
he may have passed this way.

In 1627, a Jesuit missionary wrote of a neutral
branch of the lroquois tribe living in this district,
under a chief named Sauhorissen. He was the leader
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over 28 villages and did war with many tribes.
John says he 15 supposed to have waged war with
17 naticns of Indians, but finds it hard to believe.

Afier 1627, another Jesuit listed 23 towns bet-
ween Toronto and Guelph, but this appears to be
all the available histcry of the local district.

John himself has found 14 camps in a five mile
radius right here in Halton. Location, of course, is
not being made public to keep the “relic-hunters”
away. These people, according to John, are not true
archaeolcgisis but go rushing into a buried camp,
dig here and there, unearth some treasures and
leave a mess behind them.

Guns Change Llife

The Indians in this area were supposedly friend-
ly neutral Indians. Along the shores of Lake Ontario
were the Mississaugas who were primarily fisher-
men and very quiet tribes. Along the north shore of
Lake Erie were the neutral Indians who produced the
flint in quarries and traded with other tribes for
many miles around.

Things remained fairly peaceful and quiet until
the English, Dutch and French arrived witn guns.
Then in 50 years the Indian developed from the
stone age mean using stone weapons, to the medern
Indian using metal, copper and iron. The rapid
changeover to other methods of living disrupted his
way of life and destroyed the balance of his house-
nold.

They could live easily by just hunting, while the
women still worked hard. They became degenerate,
indolent, looking further afield for something to
make life interesting.

In 1649, 16,000 lroquois of the Five Nations
district south of Lakes Ontario and Erie, became
weakened by smallpox and other European dis-
eases. On Deccember 7, they attacked the Hurons at
St. Jean (near Collingwood) and destroyed it. They
spent the remainder of the winter with the neutrals
ot this district, then in early spring led their attack
cn the north again and wiped out most of the
Petuns.

Join Local Bands

Some of the Hurons who had escaped the winter
slaughter pushed south and jcined with the neutrals
ot this arca. When the Iroquois returned to the
southern section of Ontario to wipe out every tribe,
the Petun survivors from the north joined the local
bands and tled south to the Straits of Micnilimacki-
nac.

From here on, the faie of those Indians who
inhabited Halton is sketchy because they split up
and travelled far and wide. Some headed for Green
Bay, Wisconsin and a Jesuit Mission was set up
there. Some, in 1653, joined a band of Algonquins
and wintered south of Sault Ste. Marie. A fugitive
band of neutrals made an alliance with the Ottawas
and went up the same route,

The Petuns and Ottawas arrived near Bayfield,
Wisconsin, and organized an expedition against
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their Sioux neighbours. But the Sioux country was
full of lakes and marshes and when 3,000 Sioux
surrounded the invaders, only one man escaped.

Those who stayed behind on the raid returned
to the Isle of Mackinaw, moved to the mainland
and built a fort and village from which explorers
Marquette and Joliette set out to discover the Missis-
SippI.

Eventually, all these Indians became known as
Wyandottes and ended up in Kansas. In 1761 some
Petuns joined an alliance and in 1842 all surviving

"Petuns were rounded up and settled in Kansas

reservations.
Burned in Mid-1600s

Where the local neutral Indians ended up, is
hard io say. All that remain of their early days here
in Halton are the burned-out village sites destroyed
by the ravaging lroquois. One camp found by this
local archaeoloqgist was attacked and burned in 1649
or 1650, he said.

Following the mass slayings, the Mississaugas,
unscathed by the invasion, moved into this district
and took over the empty land. It was sold to the
Crown in 1784,

(It seems ironical, when you look back on it now,
to realize that it was the English guns given to the
Iroquois in the United States wnich caused the
slaughter of the early possessors of the land on
which we now live and fly the flag of our mother
country, England.)

Our local Indians were mainly agricultural types
— growing corn, squash, natural fruits and fishing
and hunting to stay alive. They used the Lake Erie
flint for arrowheads, knives, scrapers, drills and
spearheads, and their trading between tribes de-
veloped many of the roads we drive along today.
They even traded shells and wampum from the East
Coast and traded shells with the Petuns and Hurons
o the north in exchange for tobacco. Thes2 bands
also traded shells, tobacco and corn to the Algon-
quins for medicine bags and healtnh potions.

We Follow the Trend

Their contributions to modern civilization still
stand out today. There is the corn, and the roads.
Our system of government is based on the principle
of the Iroquois confederation which was set up in
the 1500s—-300 years ago. Our women-—-as were
theirs -are free and equal in social life.

The Indians were the first to use trench warfare
and scout methods. They founded the Thanksgiving
custom which was first mentioned in 1643. And the
tobacco harvested by the Petuns in those early days
is now being grown all over the continent.

As for the finer things in life, the Indian was
highly cultured. Their ideas and feelings went into
their beautiful pottery, their basket weaving, and
their ornate pipes.

We owe much to their early men of Canada. Yet
how, here in Halton, do we honor them?

(to be continued next week)
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**Land Sakes!
What is an Elephant
Doing in the Barnyard?”’

The Elephant is There Because Elephants Never
Forget. He Wants To Remind You That . ..
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