ror Festive Decoration

Many a Trick to Raising Christmas Trees

By Michael Jacot
In Imperial Oil Review
To the average Canadian male
the problem of the Christmas tree
IS a simple one-week proposition;

|
1
1
1

how to make the thing stand up)|
straight from December 24 until|
January 2. |

But to Clarence Roper, a 55-
year-old man in Whitby, Ont.,|
Christmas trees are a hobby, a
“pension plan’, a delight ina ]
headache from spring to fall. When
Christmas comes this year, he can
breathe with satisfaction for his

first crop of trees will be decorat-
ing thousands of homes.
In Business By Accident

Roper got into the business (for
Christmas tree growing is a major
buainess) almost by accident. He
planted his first 4,500 Scotch pines
eight years ago, to prevent his fa-
ther's unused farm from reverting
to bush. He planted again each
yvear. Almast before he knew it he
had 80,000 — and one of Ontario’s
finest cropa.

But it didn't come easily, for the

temperamental Christmas tree is
one of agriculture's more difficult
crops. Like several thousand other
professional Canadian growers,
Roper plowed, planted, pruned,
shaped, sheared and sprayed; bat-
tled with insects and mice (mice
destroyed 15,000 of his trees last
winter by gnawing at the bark un-

der the snow), weedéd, watered
and waited. Finally, after eight
rauous yea '-}h f1rst etana  f
pine was ready for sale last Aug-

ust. By that time Roper was almost
sorry to see the trees go.
“Frustrated Farmer”

“There's nothing 1 like better

' than to start at sun-up and to move

trees,
until
1s the

in and out of the
shaping, weeding
he says. “Maybe 1t
ed farmer in me.”

pruning,
sundown.”
fruatrat-

Roper is not alone in his enthus- |
Can- |

lasm. Since World War Il
ada's Christmas tree industry
become bilg business. In 1957, a re-

' school

1
|
!
|

nas |

cord year, Canadian trees earned|
over $9 million from a cut of lﬁ.-ll
million trees—double the 1947 fij.‘.-f

Collection of Antique Cards
Includes Original From ‘1873

One day about twenty years ago |

a young concert singer was brows-

ing through her grandmother’'s at- |

tic when she came upon trunk

full of Christmas cards.

el

As she went through the trunk
and studied each card she became
enchanted with the delicate paint-
ings and the lovely verses. The
shinny faced cherubs, the flowers,
and the humorous animals secemed
to tell of the great of the
past, And as she sat there she
thought of the wonderful storv the
cards told and how she would like
to share that tale with others.

vears

The Beginning

of the ncw famous Dorothea Dix
Lawrence Antique Christmas Card
Collection. In recent years Miss

anniversary of the of the

first Christmas card.

printing

Lectures on Cards
Miss Lawrence's lectures on her
| Christmas card collection, which
L average 50 a season, have taken

her to all parts of the country. In
these the
with

LHlustrates

ner

she

of

lectures

rarest and best cards

| colored slides and frequently adds

L ever
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That afternoon was the beginning | ,q painted in

Lawrence's hobby has brought her |

as much recognition in the collec-

tors field as her original renditions |

of American
brought her

folk songs have
on the stage. Today her

collection of nearly 3,000 antique
cards 1s believed to be the largest |
In the country and 1is called the|

most unique,

been pictured in Life, Esquire, and

colors to her talks by singing un-
known Christmas songs of the
United States

The history of the {i*"'v.'l"[HiI!"I!'I:"jt

of Christmas greetings is portraved
accuratel

col.ection

the n'I!'l’l
The first Christmas card
made was designed, drawn,
1837 Miss Law-
rence s own great grandfather, Col-
Riger Sherman Dix, Many of

v and vividly In

IJ"'-'

onel

the other hand painted cards in iu-1'|

collection were also made by mem-
bers of her own family.

An Original

valuable item in the
collection i1s the original of the first
greeting card printed in the United
otates. In 1873 rrang. a

Another

1.111]1:-4

| Boston lithographer, printed a card

other leading magazines and hEl‘L'L‘|
been on display in such places as|

the Newark Museum. Lord and

Taylor, and Woodward and Loth-|

rop. In 1942 the collection was used
iIn a display by the Greeting Card
Industry of the United States to
honour Great Britain on the 100th

Says Peace River
Land of Promise

For Good Farmers

BERWYN, Alta.
Wild is typical of adventurous,
nomadic farmers of the old Canad-
1an West,

Johnny, 81 years old, was born
in southwestern Hungary and dur-
ing his first 20 yvears learned a flour
miller’s trade. In 1898 crop failures

T. l-"-ll..'

relatives and friends. The (first
Christimas card to be printed in |
the world, however, appeared in
England in 1842 and is in the |
British Museum

Other art treasures in the collec-
tion Include many of the Louls
' Prang prize winning cards. Prang,
n 1880, started a sceries of Com-=
JH‘TIT:-:HH in order to stimulate in-

(CP)—Johnny |

' which had been painted in England
In the past years her cards have | ; ' "

by Mrs, E. O. Whitney for Charles
Dickens. When Charles Dickens
sent the card to Prang. the litho-

grapher had replicas made for his

terest in the printing card business

1 ['hrough these ¢ mpetitions he en-
}t‘:;‘.lt‘.‘:;!'[f artists from all over the
world to submit their Christmas
| card ideas :"bl.'lhl‘{ of these original
paintings and reproductions are in
the collection,

threw Hungary into a famine and |

the family emigrated to the United
States.

The 18-day journey was made on
the freighter Alrga, whose captain

sounded “on deck” orders twice
during the stormy vovage., When

she docked at Philadelphia Johnny,

| cards today. In the

who had been scasick most of the |
time, said the trees and flowers.
and people bustling around with |
springtime enthusiasm, were ‘“a
wonderful sight after the seca.”

He struck out for the farmland
of Ohio and found top wages for

farmhands were only about %130 a
year—"1f vou struck a good farm."”

He married Mary Elwer at El-
phos, Ohio, in 1903 and the couple
saved their money until 1909, when
they moved into the homesteading
country of Saskatchewan.

“I never had a crop failure in ¥
vears,” he remembers. “It was good
land except for one thing. I hand to
dig 12 wells before striking water.
Even then, it was so ‘hard
couldn’t lather soap in it."”

Then in 1925, respiratory ail-
ment seized their son and the Wilds

you

el

|
| peared.

——— ——

decided to move to  Oregon in
scarch of a better climate. The !
Saskatchewan farm was rented, |

The family stayed in Oregon un-

til 1928, when Johnny took a trip
{o the Peace River country in Al-
berta.

“Thousands of acres of rich.
touched farmland lay smiling
the sun beckoning to me,” he re-
minisces, I knew right then that
this was the place to take off my
shoes and settle down,

The Wilds bought a
auto and In
{inished highways from Oregon to a
spot nine miles north of here.

He described the first winte:s as
“long, hard and pitiless,” in the log
cabin.

“We had to hang horseblankets on
the walls and keep the Quebec
heater blushing to keep out the
cold.”

In the early 30's the Wilds gather-
ed 300 logs on their 10 quarters of
land and their lives as prosperous
Peace country farmers had begun.

Last year blindness struck John-
ny but an operation in Edmonton
removed the cataracts from his
cyves and “l was the happiest man
alive.”

1929 model

ul“-
in |

1930 bumped over un- |

Not “Christmasy”

rllhl“il.'.;.": the Lawrence collection
one can see the change which has
taken place in Christmas greetings
the The first
In America, all hand painted.
Tit"f.‘H.".’lH'lj Wl ”IJ‘-.'-.'*".".*-:. i'l’i*?,
cnerubs, Silk fringed cards.
Currier Ives for the
extremely popular
these had brilliant
scenes them
“Christmasy"”

N - e .
through cards

yedls.
wilre
and

done

n b

h."'- and most
part, were
the 70's:
and

not

In
flowers
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were
think of

the cards

— —
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8()'s

| were mostly of scenes of rivers and

mountains.

The 90's saw draped
female figures fortified with white
doves and pots of madonna lilies
Comic cards, using elephants, cats.
and funny little people, were pre-
valent all through the vears in
forms the 20th
religious subjects on cards
SO It the
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century
were taboo.
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more than any
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ure. Large companies buy trees in

Canada for export. Other large
companiea mostly in the U.S. col-
lect, refrigerate and market the

trees. The bulk of Canada’s crop
(12 million trees in 1957, for ex-
ample) i1s exported. The U.S. takes
over 90 per cent, of it but Canad-
lan trees travel ag far as Mexico,

Venezuela, Panama. Puerto Rico,
Jamalca and Cuba.
Integrated Industry
From a .--;|11;1'f|' corner lof oper
ation, Christmas trees have evolved

Into an integrated industry with at
least one active provincial
lation, a set of internationally ac-
cepted standards, an annul summer
sponsored by the
government, special coursesin pru-
nning and shaping and a profit (in

ASS50C-

Ontario

a good year) averaging 50 cents
per tree.
"A grower near me planted 30,- |

GO Scoich pines 10 vears ago on a
1LoOU-acre farm,” says Roper. “They

grown branches to form a perfeet
bushy triangle. Every few years
he prunes the top, permitting
branches to grow out from either
side of it. Crooked stems must be
cut off at the stump, just above
the largest bottom branch. The
grower then bends the branch up-
right and it eventually takes the
place of the trunk.

“"When 1t's fully grown, only an
expoenrt n tell | 11 differenci
says Clarence Roper.
| Must Prune

Many U.S, and Canadian farmers |
haven't bothered with pruning in
the past but they now must meet
certain specifications set down by
the U.S. government. “These spec-
!:fl*:al::ﬂl--.” says Roper, “have hi!;
EHH' amateur and fly-by-night op-
|

erator who was actually a threat to
| business.”
When

| O J'I|, \.,'l_*ii

all his other problems are
the grower must worry
| about organized theft, Many farme-

i
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grew strailght as needles and bushy | ers put guards on their lots at cut-
as beards and early in November, | ting time because gangs with
1957, a man drove up In a big! trucks and pruning  saws Hlll]‘if'!
| shiny Cadillac and offered lllIII:rlililjll,,{h: raids on plantations 11"%.-'-E
$30,000 for the iot” | ery November, Last winter a Que- |
Hidden Snags | bee farmer lost his entire c¢rop
However, like most good things | while away on a weekend Christ-
the industry is full of hidden snags | maa shopping trip. The thieves
for the unwary. To many begin-| didn’'t even leave a decent tree for
ners it looks like quick and easy! his own family. An Ontario farm-
| money. Actually calls for skill, | er lost 3,000 trees last year. It turn-
hard work and a little luck. One ed out they were trucked to Buf- |
southern Quebee farmer planted  falo, N.Y., and sold at $5 cach. |
2,000 balsam firs on 30 acres. Aftor! Sell in New York
three years the trees were still on The best Canadian trees. sell in
lv 18 inches high. “What's wrong?”  New York City for from $3 to $10|
 he asked a fellow grower The  cach. Some the glants used 1n|
other scraped away the topsoil
with h:.‘-i 1}-.1111 anda eXp Sed s 11l e L e C' S EC'EECE
o . 4 4 4
An Ontario farmeoer crowded
1LOOO seedlings Iinto a sma acl
lct He was well on the wav  to
girowing 1,000 walking Kk ‘
someone explained that Chris ma
£ I (1 clbow FoOm 1o devi 1%
bushy growth
Tree Fair Game
n’[h{.‘* ;11.”11 C -..11.]_‘{ but leave
the Llrees to the mercy of els.
decr, porcupines, drought floods
and beors, The Chi nas tree, 1n
fact, Is fair game for just about
every onslaught {
Droughts can caus off-color
| foliage and ncedle dron H
~:l1'1, 'IJ-'_H.}.' ST100W ind lat U AT 2
Irosts damage the  branche And
to hosts of insects a Ch '
1> NoOowtning less Lhan leliciou 1The
balsam needle midge. for exami
].Hl"-u d ISl []f'l'lfl." I"J . AMite-
marked tussock caterpillar, which
looks something like a tooth bru
1> fH.':ri o6 fir 1The spruce -
- worm, balsam woolly aphid.
weevil, collar WO ‘..5_ sdW flies al
assorted moths are also partial
various Kinds of tre
Si;:'.’i_'n'*w Kill MMos| I NsecLs
they are nevertheless on  th
| crease. 1o make matters O S
 bugs are beginning 1K
11("”11[',
Highwavs Menace
“:"".lilj:l'. Hl,..‘,'u.'. iYs C NG Y Corn
menace 1o growers."” A VS H
Il,‘_‘u"--i.eh C, sSecre.arv ol LN

'IJ'.I:' ["I.li.'l!i'.'.w' ."‘L.w."'n" dLion ]

al'lo. “Insects can us, em Lo
T;'i' '-'--I:"'_ dCIOSS LNe country ‘]..'. * Y
travel along the trees borderjn;
vn roads from \nd to stand.”
Thi [1, 100, L0 growi |
cd by dec quirrels, porcup
nice and rabbits, all of whom
sider Chriatmas Lrees a 1S
."L.‘IJ PEesLS ar 1ol il i
grower has 1) cnough
kKeeping his trees in shape T
the art of shaping 1
skill that pays off in cash at
time. But the grower earns hi
money. It takes about one and
half minutes for an  expert o
prune one tree and plantation
growing J0,000 are not unc MYIITI O
Prune in Second Year
Pruning begins in the ~¢cond
year and continues each vear unti
cutting. The grower trims over- |

FILTER QUEEN

Sales and Service

“FOR A CLEANER and
HEALTHIER HOME”

EARL POWER

300 Mountain View - Milton
TR R-2563
$10, CHRISTMAS SPECIAL

- —

FOLKS USE OUR OIL. .

AND SAY "HOW NICE /*
REFERRING TO
THE HEAT AND PRICE

IMPERIAL

&SSO

SERVICE

TR 8-2381

IMPERIAL

X390

SERVICE

Help your furnace give you
top performance by letting
us supply you with quality
Fuel Oil.

from trucks.

Prompt service

440 MAIN ST.
TR 8-2382
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IS THE PERFECT WAY

to say Merry Christmas
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[ Santa Claus parades and in Rock-

efeller Centre—from $25 to $100.
Occasionally people will pay any-
thing for a tree. During World War
II a group of U,S. marines wanted
a tree for some orphans on a Pac-
ific island. The best the island
could produce was a sort of palm,
with broad leaves and a stem like
a cobra. The marines radioed home
and eventually a Canadian tree
was shipped to San Francisco and
flown to the Pacific. Total cost;
about $3500.

Supplied by Government -
At first glance the final price of
a tree—in Canada anywhere from
$1 to $5—seems to bear no relation
to 1ts 1nitial cost. The Ontario ROV
for 1nstance,
growers with Scotch pine trees for
$14 a thousand. Other varicties —
spruce or white and red pine—are
$4 cheaper and at one time the
government gave the trees away.
In some provinces, trees are har-
vested from Crown or private
lands under permit
“Bul,” says Ontario secretary as-
soclation secretary Drysdale, “it
costs a grower at least 50 cents to
bring each top grade tree to mat-
urity.”

ernment,

| ITledl)

supplies |

5
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the seedlings, planting, pruning,
fighting pests and’ clearing the in<
evitable underbrush. It even takes
into account the 25 per cent. of the
crop that is too poor to sell,

It __dnea‘ﬁft include advertising —
if you 'are a newcomer in the bus-
iness, this may be necessary—and

the trees that are left over on
Christmas morning.
Invest $9,600
Anyone thinking of going into

the Christmas tree business should
first check his bank account. “If it
1S going to hurt you financially,

stay out of it,” says Drysdale. “A |
planting 10,000 seedlings each |

year has invested $9.600 before he
has a crop for sale. This year I've
seen sceveral plantations in  the
fourth, fifth and sixth year of
growth, all well pruned and cared
for, abandoned because the cost
was too great for the owner to
meet.”

The Canadian growers who suc-
cessfully fight fire, drought, pests,
underbrush and thieves and have

' the financial fortitude to weather

the eight-year growing period can
probably get 47 cents to $160 per

NOVA STORE

BASELINE CAFE

SPECIALIZING IN ENGLISH STYLE FISH & CHIPS
', BARBEQUE CHICKEN WITH CHIPS — $1.00

JELLIED EELS

HOME - MADE MEAT PIES

Take Out Service
Open till 11 p.m. nightly, including Sunday

TR 8-4756
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g Genuine Leather

* BILLFOLDS
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o with Pass Case, Ticket and
o Change Pockets.
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MEN'S

latlored

$16.95 - 29.50

Suburban Coats

by Quality Sports-

wear. Comfortable, smart and

long wearing.

Range From
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VERY NICE ASSORTMENT

SOCKS

By Interwoven, Harvey Woods and the British Byford. Plain
shades, fancies, diamond patterns.

$1.50-$2.00- $2.50.

MACEACLEERER ML S e L C VAL RESC N C A KICQIEE

Cuff Links

Pyjamas
Sweaters
Dress Gloves ...
Boxed Handkerchiefs
Wool Scarves

Ties _

E - s
........

at KNIGHT
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""Globetrotter’’
SPORT KNITS

Here's a luxurious blend of orlon and
wool, styled in the neat short point
collar. Choose from our wide selection
of Arrow Globetrotter in plain shades.

$7.95

'
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FEATURE ARTICLES

THAT MAKE ATTRACTIVE

GIFTS

$3. -$7.50
495 - 7.9%
6.95 - 9.95
3.95- 7.95
1.50
3.50 - 4.50
1.50 - 2.00 - 2.50

________

----------

--------
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A FORTUNE
COMFORT

CHECKS

Launder Like a dream

JUST $6"9 5
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IN STYLE AND

ARROW HUNTER

no ironing and are color fast.

firms with million dollar refriger-
ation warehouses in the United
- States. Buying early in Septem-
ber, these big operators ' keep the

trees in perfect condition for
Christmas. A farmer cans sell to
them “on the stump” or “cut”. If

he sells on the stump, the buying
firm will cut and transport the
crop. Trees are fed into special
binding machines, stump first so
that the branches fold upwards.

Scotch Pine
lClarence Roper’s trees are Scotch
pine, an exotic tree imported from

[ “This céverd the ‘normal costs of | tree from local agents who sell to|dy soils. It holds its needles well

and is one of the most popular
kinds in Ontario. Across Canada,
balsam is still most popular for
domestic use and export. Its needl-
es have a pleasing smell and are
less apt than other species to dry
out indoors.

It 1s grown mostly in Quebec
and the Maritimes. B.C.'s Douglas
fir is a favorite in western Cana-
da. It 1s symetrical and has lasting
needles, but cannot be grown suc-
cessfully in the east. Canada also
grows white, black, Norway and
red spruce and red and Austrian

Europe which thrives in poor san- | pine.

' St. Paul's Unied Church

| Jamas and Main Sts.
| MILTON ONTARIO

! Minister: Rev. J. Lorne Graham, B.A., B.D., C.D.
| Rev., Ed. Baker, B.A.,, B.D. Korea.
Organist and Choir Leader: Miss Thelma Aikinson A.T.C.M.

Overseas Missionary:

|

| CHRISTMAS SUNDAY WORSHIP

11.00 A M.

CHRISTMAS PRAISE

The Sacrament of Baptism will be Administered

7.00 P.M.

; GREAT CHORAL SERVICE

CHRISTMAS MUSIC
CHOIRS

| Junior

Church Doors Open at 6.30 p.m.
WE WELCOME YOU.

|
| ]
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MEN’S

BY ARROW

double cuffs.

$5.00
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GOOD TASTE
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BILTMORE
HAT CERTIFICATE

7.95 - 9.95 - 10.95
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SHOP THE STORE HE PREFERS
FOR CHRISTMAS GIFTS HE APPRECIATES

KNIGHT'S|

MEN'S WEAR

202 MAIN ST. E.

MILTON

|

MEN'’S
WEAR

WHITE SHIRTS

Stylish Arden Collars. Plain or f :
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FREE

3 N O E R O

SRR AFINAIARNB RPN P RRIN

4

W, ;
R

W
. 4

5 T Py
- Fal - S el :
A o S il o
R " o
Iy ;. " .
" M F 1 L - 5
e of u sl
R R P

3 1' |

-.._r
g ‘.. -

g _.-.'l F'-'.;‘ -
Pt ST .I'.‘-‘ s W [

Y

] JI-l":\:..l:ll"-'r "'.‘
o,
%

* o ;l.}‘.-" F 'III-: !

TR 8-4472

222 RB R PRZAFER NS S BRI R R MIBDRNRD 22N FIENI DI




