Rural Mail Carriers Celebrate 50 Years of

il e Ll - _: ol
. ¥ -

_ The

}/nlumer 99.—_N0. 22.

danadian Champ

- ' — %

101

Rain, W

Second Section.

MILTON, ONTARIO, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 23rd, 1958

-
E 5 = :

o L "
. % ! o Lo *_? |‘lr. "
1 2% _ e & X

THE SOTH ANNIVERSARY of rural mail deliveries was observed last week and it marked close
to 50 years of rural mail carrying in Milton, Campbellville and Hornby post offices as well.
Abcve, Milton R.R. 3 driver Jim White sorts out mail for the 29-mile route which he has
covered daily for the past eight years.
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A HELPING HAND with the loading of mail into Bill Nevlls’ station wagon is given by Milton
postmaster William Randell, right. Mr. Nevills has had the R.R. 5 job two years and serves 63
boxholders plus 35 other householders with their mail. Nine drivers deliver mail to nearly
1,500 families on the 11 routes out of Miiton, Hornby and Campbellville post offices.
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MILTON

the luxurious Mercury

drop in

a new Sign of
serice 1

as Canada’s newest dealer for

MERCURY-LINCOLN-METEOR CARS
AND MERCURY TRUCKS

You've got a new neighbor in town
We join with its staff in inviting you to stop in and get acquainted with the
people, the facilities and the bright new cars and trucks. See '59's Newes|
all-new ‘59 Meteor, Canada’s exclusive fine car in the low price field. See 100
performance champion of the year. Enquire about new,
mighty Mercury Trucks, Payoff Proved for '59. And the Safe-Buy emblem dis-
played here is your assurance of the best in used cars and trucks. So be sure to

there’s a warm welcome awaiting you!

MERCURY - LINCOLN - METEOR DIVISION
FORD MOTOR COMPANY OF CANADA LIMITED

————

announcing the appointment of

REED MOTOR SALES

ONTARIO

a new Mercury-Lincoln-Meteor dealership.
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with their mail delivery,
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| mail. The mail's

Servicing 600,000 Families

ind, Snow-Mail Always Arrives

Six days a week, 1,500 rural fam-
ilies in the Milton, Hornby and
Campbellville distriets walk out to
the mailbox to pick up the day's
;I!Ufilﬁ’ﬁ there —
through rain, wind and
carriers who spend a total of ap-
proximately 20 hours a day driving

nearly 300 miles to serve their
needs.
And delivering mail from the

post offices isn’'t their only job.
They pick up letters, parcels, mon-
¢y orders and C.O.D. parcels at the
boxes and often get requests to
lecave stamps or take a message to
a neighbor over on the next con-
cession.

140 Years on Route
It's a busy life for the nine rural

drivers, but they enjoy it. Take
George Stokes at Campbellville,
for instance. He's been travelling
the route for 40 years, first by

' the two rural routes at

horse and then by car.

And George Leslie, carries
Hornby,
sald friends scoffed at him 18 years
ago when he took over R. R. 2
“They said I'd never drive it in the
winter—but 1 did.,” he explains.

who

wural mail carrying in the dis-

trict has come a long way since a

man named Jim Currie first began
dropping mail off at Hornby,
Drumquin, Boyne and Omagh post
offices about 50 years ago. Accord-
ing to the story, Jim couldn’t read
or write but knew where every

—Staff Photo

RURAL FAMILIES in the Campbellville area get mail delivery
six days a week by carriers, Doug Agnew of R.R. 2, Milton,
Mrs. Mary Ferrier of R.R. 3, and veteran George Stokes of
R.R. 1. Mr. Stokes, who tock over the route from his tather,
has carried the rural mail by horse and car for 40 years,

—Statf Photo

MRS. JESSIE WATSON has been helping her husband Ker for
several years with the rural mail deliveries on R.R. 2 and
R.R. 6, Milton. Here she deposits a few letters in a box not far
from town, one of 180-odd daily calls she makes.
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IN THE TRUCK and ready to start out on his 53-mile delivery
rovte on Milton’s R.R. 1 and R.R. 4 is R. A. Brownridge of
Milton. He serves 270 families in the northern Trafalgar area

letter belonged if
properly.

it was sorted

Big Money?
And Mr, Leslie recalls the Horn-

| by routes paid $42 a month to the
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1t's all the work of nine rural mail |

pelore he
pegan the route,

Milton’s six rural routes are
nandled by R. A. Brownridge on
RR. 1 and 4, Mr. and Mrs. Ken
Watson on R.R, 2 and 8, Jim White
on R.R, 3 and Bill Nevills on R.R. 5.

Mr. Watson is the senior man
with 11 years of service, while his
wife has helped him considerably
this past few years. His routes in-
clude 184 calls at boxes, plus ser-
vice to an additional 120 families
alled householders. The route is
4 miles long, six days a week.

Serves Trafalgar

R. A. Brownridge has been carry-
Ing mails for 10 years on RR. 1
ind 4, including 165 calls and an
wdditional 105 householders. The 53-

mile route ecarries him through
Northern Trafalgar township on
he Town, First, Second. Third

“ourth and Fifth lines.

North-west of town is served by
Jim White on R.R. 3, on a 29-mile
route which serves 143 boxholders
and another 53 houscholders. He's
yeen delivering for about eight
years now.

Bill Nevills has been on his R.R.
2 for two years and serves 63 boxes
and 35 householders six days a
week,

Campbellville Drivers

At Campbellville, Mr. Stokes
nolds the service record with 40
years. He took over the R.R. 1 from
his father and drove a horse for the
first yﬂen‘:;'un the job. He serves 130
boxes and 15 families on his route.

Doug Agnew on R.R. 2 has been
carrying rural mail for elght years,
and now serves 114 boxes and 32
more families, He recalls that when
he started the route, there were 70
calls.

Mrs. Mary Ferrier, R.R. 3 driver.,
has 126 boxes and 26 more families
on her route which covers 26 miles.
She has been driving the route for
three years.

Deliver to Offices

The three Campbellville routes
cachr take about two hours or better
o drive, Kilbride and Moffat post
office mails are also delivered to
the post offices by the drivers.

George Leslie at Hornby, who
covers both the rural routes with
nis wife as helper, has 200 boxhold-
ers and 47 householders to visit
daily. His 40-mile route takes over
tWo hours. He recalls there were 40
or 50 boxes on R.R. 1 when he took
It over 10 years ago, while R.R. 2
had only 30 boxholders 18
ago.

Their mode of travel? While
horses aren't used any more, their
vehicles range from 1930 to late
model cars, to pickup trucks., to

small English cars, to station wag-
uns.

years

Rural Dé|ivery
Started in 1908
Serves 600,000

About 600,000 families and the
Post Office Department celebrated
a special birthday on Friday, Oct-
ober 10. Canada’s first rural route
was placed in operation on that
date in 1908, between Hamilton
and Ancaster, Ontario, introducing
a postal service whereby country
dwellers had their mail delivered
to their homes.

The contractor on R. R. No. 1,
Hamilton, the official name of the
pioneer, wended his way for seven
miles from Hamilton to Ancaster,
Ontario, and returned, each day
serving housecholders along the
route of travel.

Stage Routes

When the system was introduced,
it was confined to existing stage
routes, but strong claims were
made by those on other roads with
the result that by 1912 under im-
proved regulations, all persons re-
siding along well defined roads
over a mile long became eligible
for rural mail delivery.

Another advantage was that
Rural Route couriers were permit-
ted to sell postage stamps, take
applications and accept money for
Monecy Orders and Postal Notes.
By November of that vyear, over
20,000 boxes were being served on
900 routes,

Steady Increase

Over the years, the number of
calls has continued to increase and
on almost all country lanes the
horse and buggy has now been re-
placed by an automobile. A few
hours travel by car covers a route
which required a day {o complete
formerly.

As happened in the case of the
original service, some rural routes
are the forerunners of letter car-
rier delivery as  Canadian  cities
continue to expand. In 1951, in an
cffort to provide mail service to
1Isolated groups of families on the

Newfoundland coast, several “wa-
ter rural routes” were started.
They were over 30 miles long

and patrons were served by motor
launch once a week. There were no
mail boxes involved as patrons met
the boats at the wharves and con-
ducted their postal business on the
spot.

Alaska Highway Service

While not strictly speaking a
rural route, the Alaska Highway
service certainly handles mail for

Continued on Page Twelve
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