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 Corner Main and Martin Sts. |

Halton’s Pages of the Past

BY GWEN CLARKE

In the not too distant future there
‘may be raised eyebrows if a person

e

ty.

PAGE THREN

And vet according to local tradi-

tion, Peru, 1n the First and Second

should describe his home as being|
in the village of Peru, Halton coun- | sure

Concessions of Esquesing Township,

was, a century ago, a village bigger
than Milton and so busy that pres-
was being exerted Iin some

‘qum'tm's to have it made the County

asked a iarge humber of ;
Canadians this questioh: !
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"How big a profit do you think |
the average Cahadian company
makes 2" Most people
| thought it was hearly 28 %

oh the income dollar.

Then these people were
asked what profit they thought *
a company ought to make.
Most of them thought it was

——

-

about half as big as that,or

around 16%. Actually,
Imperial’s profit last year was less

of what people thought we made, |

or a little more than 8%. Of
this, just over 4% was distributed
to Impetial’s shareholders. |

The rest .
weht pack ihto
the business,
to help replace
worn-out equipment

ahd meet future needs.
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IMPERIAL OIL LIMITED

High-Powered
Shallow Well

Pressure
Systems

—For Farm,

Camp or
Summer Cottage

PACKAGED WATER PRES-
SURE SYSTEMS -Complete-
ly self-contained; Ready to
install — just three connec-
tions—suction, discharge

capacity for average
Canadian Tire's attractive

(1) PACKAGED ROTARY GEAR PUMP
WATER PRESSURE SYSTEM

This small and compact unit measures only 17 long, 8"
in a minimum of space,

and 15" high. Can be installed
up to 300 Imperial

prevents vibration;
large ball

stainless steel Rotary Pump; B

o- 74,50

(2) PACKAGED PISTON PUMP

WATER PRESSURE SYSTEMS
Single Piston and Double Piston Pressure Systems—~Fully auto- %
matic—Easily accessible and completely self-oiling. Engineering 34
features include: One-piece iron foundation permanently aligns 7
moving parts; Case-hardened steel shafts and pins eliminate -
friction: Monel Piston Rod is non-corrosive; Bronze Valve Seats

are die-cast in one piece for long

grea‘:ure Gauge, Air Yolume

signed to supply convenient running water under 20 to 40 Ibs.
pressure for suburban homes, summer cottages, farms, etc, for i
kitchen, bathroom, laundry and moderate lawn and garden 2
requirements. Complete with Hot Galvanized Tank—14 Imperial s
allon capacity: 4 h.p. 110-volt motor with overload protection; 7

Relief Valve; Built-in Strainer,
depth 27", width 253",

Single Piston Pump System—
Capacity 200 wine gal. per hour
Cylinder 114" bore x 13" stroke
Suction 34""; Discharge '3;"

60-cycle 119.75
25-cycle 124.50

JET CONVERSION KIT ASSEMBLY-—Converts
Pump to Deep Well 50-¢t, Lift Pump.

Complete

and electric motor hook-up.

gineered and designed for long, trouble-free service

suction lift: Water pressure 20 to 40 lbs,
family requirements.

“factory distributor's”’ prices.

gallons per
Valve automatically maintains correct
14 h.p. motor
bearing on pump end; direct coupled to bronze and
ronze Foot Yalve with strainer Is
equipped with nylon valve; Heavy Gauge Galvanized Steel Tank.

Weighs only 50 Ibs., complete with motor

Control s
Switch to start at 20 Ibs. and cut out at 40 Ibs. pressure; Pressure Ko
Overall dimensions—height 241,",

ROTARY FORCE PUMP

Double Piston Pump System—
Capacity 360 wine gal. peer hour
Cylinder 1" bore x 135" stroke
Suction 1""; Discharge 34"
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More than ample
Featured atl

wide
Capacity
FEATURES: Air Control
water level in tank and
with overload protection and

howur,

o 79,50
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and Automatic Pressure

60-cycle 138.75 ft
25-cycle 143.25

Double Cylinder

53.45

ed with
expense,
install.

animal
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Built 1v government specifications, |
water installations—indoors and outdoors, includ-
ing plumbing,
ot Polythene
than an B-ft. section of steel pipe.
lation with easy-to-fit couplings |
available reduce the number of couplings requir-
subsequent
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Polythene

P' “TIC WATER PIPE

For al cold

irrigation, etc. Lightweight—100-
Flexible Plastic Pipe weigh less
Quick instal-
The long lengths
labor and

savings In time,

Use only a hacksaw and screwdriver to

transmission
consumption,
RON-COrrosive

It is non-toxic and recommended for safe

human and
rot-proot,
lay

supply for
Plastic pipe Is
need to

ot water

and trost-prooft—no

Centrifugal Gear Pump—Verti- below the frost line. Permanent—may reasonably
cal suction Lift 22-ft Speed be expected to outlast metal pipe and it's so
1200 to 1BO0 rp.m Use with much more convenient to handle.
's hp, 'y hp or 1 hp. gaso- Pipe Working Per Ft. 100-ft. Length
B e T i W (R " 110 Ibs. .11 10 Ibs. 9.60
WYY NENY . GUWTRIETRES Wy AL 90 Ibs. 14 141, Ibs. 12.40
hardencd stainless steel pump ‘s
i BO Ibs. 19 18 |Ibs. 17.60
shatt; One BRONIZIE and one 1/, 0
b S PN R S " 60 Ibs 32 33 Ibs. 29.20
pene dede £ WESEbe: g 50 Ibs. 45 45 |Ibs. 41.20
cup lubricates the entire pump . | |
Compact design—&6"’ long, 415" high, 314" wide with 53" diam Also available in full coils
shatt. Operating pressure 0 to 50 Ibs. per square inch.  Will pPL
; ASTIC PIPE FITTINGS—Include all necessary
::hnct::lle“ :?df:r, otls, salt solutions, agricultural sprays and many sizes in Couplings, Adapters, Elbows, Tees and
1/ " < _ X _ Clamps. No threads to cut when making joints
/2" opening 4 opening and stainless steel rustproof Clamps make leak-
300 gal. per hour 17'90 21-85

450 gqal per hour
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ULDRONS used by the Center

Peru Might Have Been County Capital, Once
Larger Than Milton In Heyda

Vgt

brothers in the

’ ¢

' century to boil up soap, were four feet across, three feet deep and

irrhrs:f.f inches thick.

One, shown here, still lies on

the McGibbon

| farm in Esquesing where the Brothers made their smelly brown
| soap and charcoal.

f
|
|

town instead of Milton!
| SOM¢ what
..I"JI'E“II_‘.'_E. to
| Peru was nevel
| gistered as a village
| 1ts own church, school or post of-
[1Ce.

This seems
hard to believe as, ac-
the old Halton Atlas,
even officially re-
nor did it have

It began life as a farming com-

munity but gradually developed into |
an

industrial centre after the Don-

[ulrl Robertson Limekilns came into

being. The first settlers were the
' Hills, Robertsons, Centers. Moores.
McClarens and Andersons. Origi-

| teen Mile Creek, so of course it

_I"l.] L'\-\.

nally some of the land was held as

Clergy Reserve.

FPeru 1s on S1X -

wds

the banks of the

' Not ]r:n.',; before the 1-.’11'1}-' settiers
' had the power of the Sixteen har-
| nessed for 1ndustrial purposes. A

sawmill was set up on the banks of
the creek, but this date
lihlr'ﬁ.'r

no one at
who owned it.
Owned Ashery
The Center brothers William and
Socrates, were of French descent

and settled on Lot 2, Concession 1,
the farm now owned by Dan Mec- |
(xibbon. Besides far-.ing tne

brothers owned a large ashery and

soap factory—at least 1t was large
for those days. Every winter great
quantities of ashes were collected
from settlers for miles around..
Then began the business of leach-
ing and soap-making in huge iron

cauldrons speclally made for that

DU DOSE
r | - | | N ..1 (e .y 1II|
One of these old cauldrons is stil

on the McGibbon farm. It i1s about

four feet In diameter, three feet
deep, the 1ron merging to a thick-
ness of three inches at the bottom.

How these huge kettles were handl-
| a mystery.

The old shed where the soap was
made was also on the farm at the
time the property was bought by
McGibbons from Judah Center, son

of William After huge quantities

i) ll Dee] Ild e na stackKed
Socrates used to peddle the soap
around Milton and Peru, or some-

times trade soap for ashes. The bars

have been described as

long, very brown and very

01 Oap

Burning charcoal was another
sideline of the Center family. This

s done by digging a shallow pit,
A 00d was plled, covered
with turf and fired from below, In
much the same way as we described

1 1
yWer wnion LS

1t in one of our Lowville columns,

Busy Tannery
Across the road from the Center
farm there was a tannery,
by John King who did a wonderful
business. The stone steps from the

rear of the house went all the way

the creek. The property

down to

'was later bought by George Pearson
'and then sold to the present owner,

J. Neilson,

. Alongside several of the houses
'there was once a “street allowance”
'but where the streets led to no one
'seems to know. The streets were

owned |

—

later absorbed by adjacent property.

The Hill family at one time owned
land on both sides of the First Line,
a part of which remained in their
name until a comparatively short
while ago.

On the west side of the road there
1s still standing an 18-room, two-
storey house with a full basement.

' This 1s built of cut-stone and is well

over a hundred years old. This was
built by Duncan Robertson, son of
the original owner of the Robertson
property. Mr. Robertson married a
Miss Stuart. There were five sons in
the family: Duncan, who became a
dental surgeon in Chicago; Donald,
the first owner of the Limekilns;
FEdwin, who became a noted surgeon
and pediatrician at the Hospital for
Sick Children; Ernest who was kill-
ed in World War 1, and Alexander
who died in England. Only one
member of the family is still living
—Miss Lillian Robertson, of Toron-
to. Another daughter, Miss Isabel,
died a few vears ago. This informa-
tion has been particularly hard to
oet., We hope it is accurate,
Hero of Disaster

Fdwin Robertson’s reputation as a
doctor and surgeon is well known.
But it was an accident which
brogght him even greater fame. An

“accident which proved his outstand-

ing courage, making him the hero of
the Moose River Mine disaster,
where, in 1936, Dr. Robertson and
two companions were trapped for
ten dayvs. Three men, trapped hun-
dreds of feet below ground . .. trap-
ped, while rescue gangs worked day
and night to release them . . . trap-
ped as thousands and thousands of
radio fans sat beside the somewhat
wierd contraptions of that time,
waiting for the latest bulletins from
the mine.

Probably few people outside of
Halton know of the little village of
Peru vet 1t should have some recog-
nition as being the birthplace of the
famous Dr. Edwin Robertson.

Practically on the edge of Peru
there 18 another farm property,
originally owned by William Ander-
son, who with his wife and five
children came to Canada from Scot-
land, the wvovage lasting over six
weeks., Mrs., A. was a great hand at
making the real old oat griddle
cakes. This the saillors discovered
when only a few davs out from

shore, so for the rest of the voyage
Mrs. Anderson was kept busy mak-
ing oatcakes for the crew as well as

her own family.

the farm.

(Continued on Page Nine)
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. >oon after the family settled near
' Peru a fifth daughter was born to
' Mrs. Anderson, and then the unfor-
tunate woman lost her husband. The
mother, her five daughters and one
son, George, decided to remain on
As the girls grew up two
of them took in dress-making: two
of them worked on the farm and the
fifth one, Lizzie, acted as hostess, as
the family became well-known for




