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Golden Text.—"Repent and be bap-
tized every one of you in the name

of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness
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of your sins; and you shall receive
the gift of the Holy spirit.” Ac. 2: 38.
Lesson Text.—Ac. 2:1-4, 14-17, 37-
41.
Exposition.— The Desciples Filled |
with the Holy Spirit, 1-4.
The disciples had been bidden
not to depart from Jerusalem, but

Father, the baptism with the Holy
Spirit (ch. 1: 4, 5). They had faith-
fully obeyed this command. After
the ascension of Jesus they had
returned at once to Jerusalem (1-]
19) to wait God's time and God’s|
blessing. Though “they continued |
steadfastly” in prayer (1: 14) the |
entire time was not spent in prayer
(1:15-26: Luke 24:53). There was
absolute unity in their prayer. Iti
was with one accord. Their minds |
were all united in one thing, ‘“the
promise of the Father,” the bap- |
tism with the Holy Spirit (Luke|
11:13: Ac. 4:31; 8.15-17). They did!
not regard the positive promise nf‘l
Christ (1:5) as relieving them frc:m|
the necessity of prayer, but as an
incentive to and a foundation for|
prayer. The women were there as
well as the men (1:14). Ten days
passed without an answer. The |
day of pentecost, the day of “first
fruits”, the gathering of the church|
(Lev. 23:13-21) came at last.

There was not only “wind” from |
heaven, but fire as well (Matt. 3:11;
Isa. 4. 4: Jre. 23: 29). 'The fire was
under the forms of tongues, the
new power was to manifest itself
in a tongue of fire granted to them. |
(v. 4). The tongues parted asunder?
or portioned themselves out to |
“oach one of them.” They rested |
upon the women as well as on
| the men (vs. 17, 18). The blessing
was not to the church as a body
but to “each one of them” as in-
| dividuals. This Is a fulfilment of
ch. 1:5. So the expressions “filled
| with the Spirit” and “baptized with
the Spirit” are practically synon-|
The expression used here

| ymous.

I. brings out the thought that the
| Holy Spirit takes complete pos-
sossion of the faculties. The 1m-|
' mediate result was that they be- |
gan to speak with other tongues |
(10:46: 19:6). The baptism with

| the Spirit did not always manifest |
itself in this particular gift but al-|
ways in new power for Christ (1]
Cor. 12:6-10, 30; Ac. 4:31; 9:17-22).|
11 The Meaning of Pentecost, 14-17.

Some thought that the disciples
were drunk. That some sought 10|
~ttribute the state of the disciples
to intoxication is not strange. The|
offect of both wine and the Spiriti
'« to stimulate. But the one stimu- |
lates unnaturally, the other super-|
paturally. The stimulation In the |
one followed by wretched
reaction; in the other one 1S|

1S
but

case

Peter's answer was very plain, and
perhaps nothing 1n the Bible makes
the way of salvation and blessing
| plainer. (1) “Repent,” i.e., change
their minds about Jesus. They were
to change from that attitude of
nind that crucified Jesus to that
which accepted Him as “Lord and
Christ.” This, of course,
| repentance of sin, i.e.. renouncing
1] sin. And it involves the absolute
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| renunciation of sin, faith in Christ's

to wait for the promise of the|,aq] baptism there will be remission

LI*ight by simple prayer and faith

| lifted permanently to a more exX-

| alted state of joy and blessing, |
vision and power (Eph. 5:18 ff).
1t was but a fulfillment of one of
the great O. T. prophecies (Joel
2. 28 . 29).
111. “What Shall We Do?" 37-41.
These convicted Jews cried out |
| to know what they were 10 do.

involves |

surrender of our wills to Jesus as
our Lord .

(2) “Be baptized.” There was to|
be outward water baptism. DBut
there must be more than the mere
outward symbol—there was to be
the great inward fact for which the
outward symbol stood, the renun-
ciation of sin, faith in Christ and
the putting on of Jesus Christ (cf.
Gal. 3:26, 27: Rom: 6:3, 4). Being
“pbaptized in the name of Jesus
Christ” means more than having
some water sprinkled upon you (or
being immersed in some water)
while a certain baptismal formula is
repeated. It means confession and

r
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death and ressurrection in our be-

e |+ | T

half, identification with Christ in
His death and in His resurrection.
When there is real repentance and

of sin and there will be reception
of “the gift of the Holy Ghost”
(v. 38).

The gift of the Holy Ghost is the
blood-bought birthright of every
believer in Jesus Christ. If one
does not have the gift of the Holy
Spirit experimentally, it is either
because he does not claim his birth-

(Ac. 4 31: 8: 15, 18), or else be-
cause he has not really made Jesus
Lord and Christ by the absolute
surrender of the will to Him.

“The Promise”, i.e., as the langu-
age used and the content unmistak-
ably demonstrate (cf. ch. 1: 4, 5
9. 93. 38), the promise of the bap-
tism with the gift of the Holy
Spirit was for them as well as for
the apostles, and not only for them
(i. e. Jewish believers of the apos-
tles' day), but for their children
(i.e., Jewish believers of genera-
tions to come): and not only for
them, but for “all that are afar off,
oeven as many as the Lord our God
<hall call unto him” (i.e. for Gen-
tile believers of every coming cen-
tury of the world’s history). In|
other words, by God's own most ex-
plicit statement, the baptism with
the Holy Spirit is for every child
of God.

|
|
|

BURLINGTON

Another record year for the 1is-|
cuing of building permits will again
be reached this year, William NMet-'
calfe. Building Inspector, stated to|
The Cazette on Tuesday evening.'
[.ast vear’s total was $940,000 half |
as much again as the previous }'Pnr,‘
but this year will even exceed that|
figure, being approximately $980,- |
000. |
On Friday evening last, Clifford
Russell. a Burlington truck driver, |
was injured in a truck accident, and |
taken to the hospital at Brantford |
with serious head injuries. Rodger
vanderbustle, driver of ‘another
truck escaped with facial IHC{‘TH-!
tions. |
Boys and girls of the town, now
enjoying their Christmas hnlidn}rs,!
are saddened because of the lack of
skating and no snow to sleigh-ride. |
Once again the necessity of an|
arena for Burlington brought
home. The Lions Club commenced |
their open air rink early In Decem- |
ber at the park, and while there
was a couple of days skating, the
old weatherman does the same
trick each year—turns mild periodi-'
cally, with the result—no skating. |
' Qo far as the local police were
concerned, Chief Smith reports that |
it was the quietest holiday season
week-end ever I‘E‘*r'nr‘fh*ﬂ here for a |
Christmas. Not a single accident
was reported to the police,
were there any arrests for being
drunk or disorderly.—Gazette.
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Intense dissatisfaction

| town’'s payment of 1ts promised
| contribution to the hospital build-
' ing fund was expressed by mem-

| bers of the Board of Governors of

Oakville-Trafalgar Memorial Hos-
| pital at last Thursday evening's
meeting. The amount of cheque

received from the town proceeds of
the sale of $100,000 debentures, was
$96,371.64.
counted for by the discount, cost of
printing and verifying the deben-
tures and by the deduction of $1,-
| 057.52. the amount of taxes due on
the hospital building “The
town guaranteed us 2100.000 and
we should receive the full amount,”
caid Chairman J. M. Dunwoody.
Youngsters enjoying the seasonal
school class-rooms

site.

holiday {rom

can participate In a supervised re-|

creational program taking place In

toria Hall each week. This is still

BLUE" Scottish

“‘LAVENDER —_—
A two-acre fie'd of lavender In
Aberdeenshire the
of a growing industry
for Scotland, There the sandy
Deesids soil, Mr. A. R, Inkster
' turning out perfume from his fac-
 tory and already building up over-

Banchory, 1S
beginning

1S

| seas markets. Mr. Inkster got the |

have reached the half-century point
of the twentieth century.
intriguing sound, that

| always a time for resolutions. Some

Nnor |

The difference was ac-|

19

The New Year is with us! We

It has an
“half cen-
tury” — as if it should be a very
important time, as indeed it is. It
is a full time of promise, if we do
the right things. And full of dire-
ful threat if we do the wrong
things. It isn't a time for dilly-daly-
lying or too much doubtful experi- |
menting. We need to know why
we need to do certain things, and
do them in this

we need to new

year of 1950.

It is too late to wish our readers |
a merry Christmas, but not too late
to extend our very best wishes for
a happy New Year. Several read-
ers have asked me, “Where have
you been the last two weeks—tak-
ing a holiday?” To those who have
not asked but are wondering, I
hasten to explain that I have been
right here, and not taking a holi-
day. But my apparent neglect was
due to one of those reasons that
come under the category of “cir-
cumstances beyond my control”. It
was nice being missed, however
and I found out a lot of people
really read this column. To all who
do—may the year of 1950 be one
of rich achievement and much hap-
piness for you.

There are So

many things one|
might say about this standing on
the threshold of another three
hundred and sixty-five days. It is

people no longer make them. But,
we think. like the Craigs of Briar ',

" & |
wood Farm. that it is better to

‘ make some even if they get broken

1ater. for it is better to have good
intentions than to ‘n;n"v none at
all. So we continue to make th(‘*m!
here at Deep Acres. They may get
broken or at least badly bent, but

at least we intend to try.

form our readers we are

out the New Year using the edi-
torial “we” henceforth in “our” |
column. Having spent a year and
a half switching back and forth
from “I” to “we’”, we now have
decided we like “we” better. We

don’'t know what our readers think.

Pondering about the New Year,
we have come to the conclusion

that a friend of ours made quite a
profound statement the other day
when she said, “I think there never
has been a time in the world's

| we

- the basic industry.

Right |
. a i |
here might be a good place to in-|

. \
starting |

history when there was such neel
for people of ability who can per-
suade groups to work together. The
peace of the world depends upon

that kind of effort.” Isn't it the
truth? We have so very many
groups of all kinds and interests,

all working for their own particu-
lar goals, but often working against

i i e
e ———— e
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one another, and so creating gene- |
ral discord in place of general har- |
or promoting universal |
peace. Is it that our goals are not
vet lofty enough, that we haven't
caught the highest vision? We try
think we know a few things
so hard in our own little spheres
but something is lacking. The New |
Year might be a good time to take |
an inventory along this line, and |
ask ourselves how we can con- |
tribute to this task of getting every- |
one going in the same directicn, |
the direction of the brotherhood of
marn.

The farm population is doing a |
lot of thinking these days about|
their own wobbly position. There |
is no doubt but there will be a unit- ‘
od effort to stabilize their position. |
I am always — I mean we are al-
ways—frankly in sympathy with |
the farmer's attempts on behalf nfu1
his own industry, having been
born on a farm, and having sur-|
vived two depressions on a farm.?
along this line. There is this to be |
said for the farmer's efforts toward |
putting his industry in a healthy |
position. Anything that makes agri- |
culture prosperous benefits the
whole population. Agriculture
When the far-|
mer's budget enables him to
chase all the many things he needs
to purchase in order to farm ef-
ficiently, then the wheels of all In-
dustry roll merrily along. But when
the farmer's purchasing power 1S
cut. the beginning of depression sets
Eventually depression in its full
arrives. It appears
the farmer’s struggle for prosperity
is not just a selfish one serving his
own purpose only. But this is one
instance where the effort is for all
people. We do not feel that this
can be said for all other groups. Of
course there are other problems in
addition to the economic. But if we
can solve the economic we shall at
least avoid still others that always
descend like a mountain of bricks
with depression conditions. We
hope the year 1950 is not going 10
confront us with a depression.
There is a challenge there for all of

us.
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| idea of growing lavender for per-|
' fume while working as a chemist

| in Canton in China before the war. |
The local soil is especially sulted |
to the growing of lavender, and the !
long summer days in the North ofi
Seotland ‘benefit the flower at an |
important time in the cultivation |

of the plant.

. Morris, Manager, Milton, Ont.
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T his,” said Betty to a momentarily flust red
Bob. *is the beginning of a new year u ith #
lot of wonderful jlm.n"f'r-'fe’:f“n"~' for us.
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*“T'he Bank Manager
about the new year and he told
Bank President bhad said in bis s peech about

our future™

* And, you know Bob, I never 1 alized before
what great possibilities there are jor You and
me and every Canadian.”

| w * w n n

In the Bank President’s words:

“The underlying trend for Canada is de-
cidedly upward—we are still a young and
growing country. There are immediate
problems, to be sure. But Canada’s unfolding
resources and growing capacity to develop
chemn can make the next fifty years a half

For the I . s bv Ma
H. L. Enman, President, to the 118th Ane
nual Meeting of The Bank of Nova Scotia,
write to the Publicity Department, Gene

eral Manager's Office, Toronto, Ontarie




