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'Hughes Cleaver, M.P.

hesitate to discuss, because I frankly
admit that perhaps sometimes I my-
self may have transgressed. The hon.
member

ling anything which will

i

Speaks to House

(Continued from last weok).
I now come to a subject which I

for Waterloo South (Mr.
Homuth), who 18 now looking so ser-
iously at me, may in a measure con-
cur in that regard. A deliberate at-
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gociation as the two key men in my'
riding to take the national registra-
tlon. These men made fifty-fifty ap-
pointments in every ward in the rid-
ing; the entire work was done on a
fifty-fifty co-operative basis, and not
one man accepted one dollar for his
work. The national registration in
Halton county cost this country noth-
ing except the cost of printing and
advertising.

In this connection let me make a
guggestion in regard to the plebiscite.
Halton county is going to take the
plebisecite vote in the same way,; |t
will not cost this country one dollar

tempt is being made at th_is tir_ne to
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gpeaking Canada. 1 wish to protest
against this practice with all the
vehemence at my command. It 1s sel
fish, it {8 disloyal, it is doing a lot of
harm to Canada's war effort. I sug-
reat that I on my part should search

my heart, and that every hon. mem- |

ber should search his at this time. I
ghould ask myself: Am I doing any-
thing at which my Conservative
friends could take offence? Am I do-
harm the
morale of the Caandian people? If I
am, then I am being disloyal to Can-
ada. Before saying anything in this
chamber or out of it I should ask my-
self this question: Will what 1 am a-
bout to say help, or will it actually
harm, Canada's war effort? I am not
suggesting that unfair attacks should
not be answered; where the oecasion
demands plain speaking we should
speak our minds. Perhapa In the past
I have on occasions been too vehe-
ment in my views, but notwithstand-
ing all this I say to myself and to
every hon. member: think of Can-
ada’'s war effort before speaking.

I freely admit that I have already
dictated and thrown away two
speeches for this debate, and I am
not satisfled with my speech to-day;
it is not good enough for the times. It
is a shame that in the midst of the
present life-and-death struggle we
gshould have to take time to discuss
anything but the war effort. How-
ever, during the few days that thie
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house has bDeen in session and
throughout the country, so much has
been sald about the present govern-
ment being 2 single- party govern
ment, motivated by the party spirit,
that I feel I should frankly express
my view.

At the outbreak of the war we had
in office a government that did not
have a2 mandate from the people to
carry on a war. Everyone agreed
that there must be a general election.
that the Canadian people had a right
to elect a2 government to carry on
the war, and that that election should
take place as soon as possible. The
Canadian war effort had first to be

get In motion. That was done, and ar
soon as possible, having regard te
the exigencies of the war, a genera!
election was called.

In that election there was only one
issue, namely, Canada’'s war effort
Both parties were sincerely and hon
estly in favour of an all-out war ef
fort. Both parties were sincere an¢
honest in agreeing that If a maximum
war effort was to be made we simplv
had to have a united Canada: we had
to forget polities until the war was
over. The Conservative party thought

 that the beat way to take politics out

of the war effort was the formatior
of a national government composed
of leading men of both parties, Thi
suggestion had coneiderable merit: it
was a view honestly reached by th:
Conservative party, and no one hn
any right to question their sinceritv
ui::r loyalty in arriving at that decis
on.

The Liberal party, though seekine
the same end, took a totally differ
ent view of the problem. We though?
the best way to take politics out of
the war effort was to divorce the
war effort from government. to let
the army heads run the army, the al
heads run the air force, and the navy
I{aadn run the navy., As to produc
tion of goods, we thought the hes
way to take politics out of Canada’s
war effort was to call In leading in
dustrialists from aecross Canada. ir
respective of political affiliations, and
say to them: Look after Canada’'s
war production.

Those two points of view,
seeking the same end, but in meth
od as wide apart as the poles, were
placed before the Canadian people
Both were eloquently argued, over
the alr, on the publie platform and
in the press. When voting day came.

Canada, spoke very decisively: there
was no room for doubt. The Canad
ian people had a right to chooae the
form of government they though!
would be the strongest in time of
war, and, rightly or wrongly, they
chose a single-party government.

The promlise made dy the Liberal
party has been carried out.

yet to hear of one criticiam, in thie
cal interferences in regard to anv of

one criticism on the floor of this
house in regard to political interfer
ence In letting a war contract. It is
a well known fact that well ovar
three-quarters of all army, navy and
alr force officers are Conservatives.

higher percentage than that of the
dollar-a-year men in the Department
of Munitions and Supply are Conser.
vatives, and they are doing a won-
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derful job. Take for axample, Mr.
Allan Nicholson, the timber control-
ler. He comes from my home town of

Burlington. He was urged to contest
" the 1940

election a8 Conservative

'candidate. He 18 to-day vice-president

of the Congservative agsoclation in my
riding. Will anybody suggest that he
is a political appointee? And he has
done a wonderful job for Canada in
connection with its war effort. He
has saved this country millions of
dollars in the purchase of timber and
lumber.

Every dollar's worth of goods
bought for war purposes is bought on
competitive tender, or, it a type
where competitive tendaer Is not pos-

sible, is purchased iIn & bhuginesslike |

manner from the source that can best
supply it. Though hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars are being spent
monthly, we have yet to hear of any
serious misconduct or any political
favouritism,

Right here, with all these facts in
I implore the opposition to
cease making the charge that this ia
& party government motivated by
party feelings. The charge is not
true. Hon. members who make such
a charge are not being fair to them-
selves or to the Canadian people. It
18 harmful to our war effort to stir up
in the public minds distrust of the
war government. We have honestly
tried to take politics out of the war
effort. If some are still playing poli-
tics, I say to the opposition, denounce
them; give us the particulars: let us
smoke them out and punish them. So
far as I am concerned I owe iL to the
Conservative organization in my rid-
ing to say that they have fully co-
operated with me in the past, and 1|

am confident that this will continue

in future as long as the war lasts.
Personally I renounced party poli-
tics the very day war was declared.
Since September, 1939, I have not
made one siugle political appoint-
ment, At the time of the national reg-
istration, after consulting with the
defeated Conservative candidate 1
suggested for nomination the presi-
dent € the Conservative association

and the president of the Liberal as:

™ }

house or in the corridors, of politi-|that in our

in Halton county except for printing
5 e o o ?. f i = ) an

the press the many ill-advis

read In
ed, unfair and Dbitter attacks which
are now being made, I have asked

myself this question: Do
know that they are doing exactlv
what Hitler would want them to do?
I just toved with this idea:
woul? I do if T were a paid German
agent, hired by Hitler to iry (o
thwart this country's war efforl?

In the firet place, just as soon as a
campalgn was launched for voluntary
anlistments, 1 would immediately
aponsor conscription. I would tell of
211 the evils and weaknesses of vol-
untary enlistment, and I wonld bhe all
out for conscription. Why? Not be-
cause I wanted men; not because I
wanted to help the war effort, hut be-
cause I wanted to harm the war ef-
fort and dry up voluntary enlistment.

In the second place, when a victory
loan campajen was announced |1
would at once charge the government
with reckless and extravagant ex-
penditures, with throwing away mon-
ey in taking a plebiscite, and so on.
I would charge them with anything
that would undermine public confi-
dencrn In the government,

In the third place there would be
only one thing I could do, other than
blow up a factory. I would try delib-
erately to undermine publiec confi
1ence in the government by bringing
about disunity among the people. 1
would charge the government with
complacency. By doing this I would
hope to alienate from the governmen
all the impulsive and restless people
who are never gatisfled, no matter
wiaat is being done, unless they are
dolng it themselves,

Then I would take the other tack:
I would also charge the povernment
with being too ruthless and too ener
zatic in the prosecution of the war. 1
would charge it with interfering with
husiness: I would charge it with do
ing public business by order i
rouncil. T would charge it with fai’
'ng to trust the people. By doing al

f these things, as a paid agent of

“itler I would hope to overthrow th
ravernment and so disturb the publi
mind that unity would be lost.

The Prime Minister, Mr. Speake
is carrying a terrific load. The mir
sters of the filve war departments arr
working to the extreme limit of thei-
‘trength Where, I ask, would vou fin?
Ave better men in Canada than Hor
. L. Ralston, Hon. C. G. Power, Hor
Angus Macdonald. Hon. C. D. How:
nd Hon. T. J. Thornson? I som:¢
‘'mag wonder if the Canadian peon’
raalize the load these men are carrv
ing, and the load being earried b
ur Minister of Finance (Mr. Ilslev)
he Minister of Agriculture (Mr. Gn

liner), and every other minister «
he erown.
What about this complaint ahnr

‘ack of leadership? What man in Cn
'da  to-day other than Macken?’
King could have organized our wr
affort so successfully as it has hee
wganized? What other public man !
Canada to-day holds the confldence ¢
11 groups as he does? But, M-
“neaker, the results speak far mr
aloquently than I can speak. so
"8 look at the results. What of Ca-
da's morale? Are the Canadian prs
nle tired of this? They are pavin
Weavy taxes: thev are making no pr
fita: we are interfering with the’
nrivate business, hut notwithstand
‘'ng all this what do we find? Instea
nf being tired of the war the Can-
dian people to-day are demanding

till greater war effort. If these r
sults do not prove masterly leade:
shin, then I do not know what lead

ership means.

The load being carried by thi
both | Prime Minister fo-day in directing
Canada's war effort is not by anv

mean& his sole task. It is fortunats
for Canada, fortunate for the Britis!
commonwealth of nations and indeer
for all the democracies of the worl?
that at this time Canada should havs

the Canadian people, fortunately for |as Prime Minister a personal frien

of the President of the United Steo
tes. Friend and foe alike agree tha
this fortunate cireumstance has, dur
ing both peace and war, served as r
valuahle liaison bsetween Great Bri
tain and the United Btates. It |
strange but true, Mr. Speaker, that
no really great man {8 universally re

I have | cognized as such during his lifetime

I belleve historv will record the fac!
present war leader wr
have the greatest statesman Canade

the armed forces. I have yet to hear | has yvet produced. I do not for a mo

ment expect my hon. frienda of the
opposition to concur in my views:
but I do say, irrespective of the view:
they hold of the Prime Minister
that he wag chosen by the people of
Canada to lead our war effort. And

It 18 well known that a coneiderahly ! health permitting, he will lead Can

ada until victory ia won.

Now just a word about conserip
tion and the plebiscita, and I an
through. We had conscription for ten
months of the last war, and the total
number of troops raisea during that
ten months’ period was Jess than
§65,000. If any hon. gentleman wishes
to check that up I shall be glad to
give him the reference. During the
past seven months of this war we
have had voluntary enlistmenta at
| the rate of nearly 20,000 a month. As
long as voluntary enlistiments can he
maintained &at this rate, conscription
would do more harm than good to
(CCanada’s war effort. During this per-
lod when conscription is unnecessary
many people are opposed to it: and 1
want to say that they are not all in
French Canada, as would lead
us to believe,

Mr. Johnston (Bow
why the plehiscite.

Mr, Cleaver: If the hon. gentlemar
will just possess himself In patience
for a moment, I am coming to that
If the time ever comes when volun
tary enlistments fail to supply onr
needs, all Canadians, French Cann
dians and those of British stock, will
support consgeription: make no mis
take about that. Foreing (he Iissue
now, before it 18 necessary, will do
untold harm. My hon. friend shakes
his head. T am just as sincere in my
IviPWR as he in his.

y  Mr., Johnston (Bow River): The
Minister of Justice does not take that
gtand.

Mr.

dJO0Mme

Then

River):

Cleaver:
war. Voluntary

This may be a long

recruiting may be-
come inadequate, The government
realizes that the time may come in
the future when conseription may be
necessary. At the general election of
1940 both major parties solemnly
pledged themselves against conserip-
tion. Looking to needs which may a-
rigse in the future, the gavernment ls
agking the people, by a plebiscite. to
cancel this non-conseription pledge.
This I8 a democratic means of seek.-
ing the cancellation of a pledge made
to the electors. The pledge was given
to them, and only they can release
the government from it. Every loyal
Canadian who wants an all-out war
effort in the final analysis must sup-
port the plebiacite. The Duplessis

| rebble in Quebec are opposed to any

these men |

What |

' the loyal French
'they form a large majority—will car-
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war effort at all, and of course they

will vote against the plebhiscite;
Canadians

but
and

ry the plebiscite in Quebec. As to the
rest of Canada, there are some dis-
gruntled politicians who wish to em-
barrasg this government. There are
some gelfish business interests who
do not like to pay taxes, who yearn
for the excess profits which they en-
joyed during the last war. These peo-

ple, in baffled rage-—there is nothing
else to call it—are to-day making
statements of which I predict they
will very soon be ashamed. The great
middle class of this country will once
again assert themselves, and will ecar-
| ry this plebiacite with a splendid ma-
jority.

The resolution I am about to read,
which was passed at a caucus of On-
tario Liberal members held yester-
day, gives our answer io one publie
man in Canada to-day who thinks he
is thinking but is only rearranging
his grudges:

Whereas the Liberal members of
the House of Commons from the pro-
vince of Ontario, in caucus assemb-
led, desire at this time to reaffirm
thair lovalty to and their confidenee
in the leadership of the Right Hon-

1 r r i f
rablo W. L. Mackenzie King, Prime

Minister of Canada:

And whereas the Premlier of On-
tario, Mitchell F. Hepburn, for some"
vears has directed his efforts toward
ambarrassing and insulting the Prime
Minister of Canada:

And whereas Mitchell F. Hepburn,
he Premier of Ontarlo, is now andea-
vouring to discredit and to under-
nine the present government of Can-
‘da by indiscriminate and ill-consid-
red ceriticism of the measures taken
‘or the effective prosecution of the
war;

And whereas he is presently seek-
ing to defeat a minister of the crown
vho would be helpful to the. govern-
ment and to the Canadian people at
his critical time:

Now, therefore, the Liberal mem-
ars of the House of Commons from
he province of Ontario desire to re-
‘ord their loyalty to and their confl-
lence in the Right Hon. W. L. Mac-
tenzie King as Prime Minister of
he Liberal party.

It is with regret
Liberal members of
ommong record their

=% L
| A

that the sald
the House of
disapproval of

the actions of Mitchell F. Hepburn
ind expreas the belief that he no
"mger represents liberalism in the

rovince of Ontario.

Mr. MacNichol: Was that endorsed
v all the Ontario Liberal members
n the House of Commons?

Mr. Cleaver: 1 cannot invite my
T"on. friend to caucus: T think he
vould be out of place. I cannot hreak
he confildence of caucus, so that 1
hall have to leave him in suspense.

Mr., Cleaver: 1 eannot help think-
ng what a wonderful thing it wonld
e for our countrv's war effort if the
iepburns and the Drews of this
‘ountry could have a change of heart,
'nd would use their time in colning
‘atch phrases to help instead of harm
nhis country’'s war effort.
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Vlailing List Corrected.

I'his week THE CHAMPION'S malling
ist was corcect:d up to FEB. 11
Ve now request that ALL who haye
e*ently paid their subseription will
|ase examine the LABEL on their
vper snd satisfy themselveg that it is
CORRECT. Ifan ervor should ap-
wr, I'.'{JTI!}' ns AT OhCE. when we
Il »djust the same. THANK YOU
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1alton Garage
Operators’ Association

The regular
the Halton
(yperators’

monthly meeting of

Branch of the Garage
Association was held in
the Farmer's Hall, Milton, February
3rd, at 830 pm. Owing to the ex-
treme cold weather, the
was small, but the members present
enjoyed the program as good, if not
better, than any held for some time.

The meeting was opened with the
President, Mr. A. C. Patterson, in
the chair and who called for the

minutes of the last regular meeting.
The treasurer, George Dolby, then re-
ported on the finances of the club, re-
porting some $60.00 on hand. Some
adiscussion took place re delegates to

he appointed to attend Provincial
Council In 1942 but the appointments
were held over to a later meeting.
Accounts were read and ordered to
be palid.

Mr. Eddie Edwards, saiesman for
Motor Magazine, ecalled in at the

meeting on his way through and was
asked to address the meetine. He
gave some very well chosen remarks
on selling Preventitive Service to
the ecar owners. He advised that the
public will have to be educated to
take better care of their cars as they
may have (o drive them for a long

time. He said especially that econ-
omy could be practised by slow driv-
ing.

The speaker for the evening was
Mr. Geo. Elliott, lawyer of Milton. To
say the members enjoved Mr. EIl-
liott’'s talk would be putting it mild-
ly. Mr. Elliott started his address and
the members began to ask questions
and some vary lively discussions
took place with him explaining and
giving the right solution to the wvar-
lous legal problems. Mr. Elliott was

very interesting and instructive and
some of the members were heard to

announce the evening one of the hest
held in some months.

A ﬁqrial half hour with coffee and
sandwiches brought the evening to a
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