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Dates to Pagan Rituals!

Humanitarian reasons keep many
from taking any animal food. Oth-
ers, considering meat merely ‘‘sec-
ond-hand vegetables,’”’ prefer to take
their nutriment ‘direct.” And
many are convinced that a fruit,
vegetable, nut and grain diet is
really scientifically superior. But
why do Americans in general devour
such large quantities of meat from
cows, lambs, swine, and other ani-
mals, yet shrink from eating horses?
Why do they shudder at the horse-
meat butcher shops of France?

“So far as natural qualities go,
horsemeat is little if at all inferior
to beef,” declare Smithsonian insti-
tute investigators. ‘‘Various races
have eaten it habitually. It formed
the principal food of Huns and Mon-
gols, Tartars also ate it.”

These scientists find that ‘‘the feel-
ing of repugnance ., . ., arose in a

curious way,” and offer an explana-
tion.

““Before Europe’'s conversion to
Christianity, horse-meat was much
eaten at religious festivals held in
honor of old pagan gods. Because
of associations with heathenism,
early Christian missionaries forbade
its use as ‘meat offered to idols.’
Hence people gradually came to feel
that there must be something re-
pulsive in horse-meat itself, and
many still have this feeling without
in the least knowing why."

Diamonds Stud Beaches

In South Africa Colony

The sandy shore of South West Af-
rica is literally studded with dia-
monds.

Along the 850-mile coast, for 30
to 80 miles back from the Atlan-

tic, there is a dreary waste of un- |

dulating sand and shifting dunes,
but this miniature coastal Sahara is
the country’s jewel box.

Near here, in 1908, German rail-
road workmen discovered diamonds.
The gems are supposed to have been
washed up by the sea. Dredges also
bring them up off shore.

In 1934 these sands gave up $5,710,~
o000 in diamonds; in 1935 more than
twice that sum; in 1936 almost three
times the 1934 amount,

These otherwise barren beaches
yvield about one-fifth of the world’s
annual supply. The gems are small
but brilliant and of good quality.
Half the country’s revenue is paid
by the diamond output.

The sand hills from which the
jewel’s are ‘“‘mined” vary in height
irom 30 to 100 feet along the coast,
and rise to 300 and 400 feet three
miles inland. Those protected with

a sparse growth of vegetation do
not shift, but others often move as

much as five feet on a stormy day.

Age, Not Youth, Serves

So this is the much-heralded age
of youth, is it? This statement
may be correct, but back in Wash-
ington, D. C,, it is not youth that
s serving the country, but gray-
beards, who have and are continu-
ing to shape the destinies of our
nation, meaning our senators and
representatives in congress. About
40 members of congress are under
40-—not a single member of the cab-
inet is under 40—no generals or ad-
mirals under 30 and probably none
under 40—and yet these oldsters
who have about 10 years of activity
left govern and guide half of our
people who have 30 to 60 years of
activity left, As one writer puts it,
it might be less costly to pension
members of congress after a term
or two. This would eliminate their
endless struggle and scheming for
re-election. Surely their thoughts
and their worries are not about
what sort of a world this will be
after 1960,

Doubt Limits Vocabulary

It has been computed that the
great majority of English-speaking
people have an available speaking
vocabulary of not more than 800
words., They know more words than
that, of course, but because they
never think to look up pronuncia-
tions and precise meanings in the
dictionary they don’t dare use them.
Fear caused by laziness and in-
difference is the one big factor that
keeps people from using anything
more than a minimum vocabulary,

Take 10 pages at random in your
dictionary and count—honestly—how
many of the words are yours, how
many you can pronounce, spell and
define, Then take your average for
those 10 pages and multiply it by
the total number of pages and you'll
have a pretty fair idea of how many
words there are in your speaking
language. You'll find the check-up
game fun., At least it won't cost
anything,

If Columbus Hadn't

If Columbus hadn’t discovered
America—

Where would the World Series
have been played?

Where would the New Deal have
returned thanks that no Willkie was
pestering
tions?

Who would have thought up a Con-
stitution as good as ours?

Would anybody be running over
other people in traffic, or gabbing
over telephones, startling the mid-
night with blaring radios?

Would we still be in Europe mak-
ing faces with the rest of them at
each other?

Nickels for Auto

Eddie Dowell wasn't kidding in
that day two years ago when he told
a car dealer in Champaign, Ill,, that
he would buy a new auto when he
had saved enough nickels.

He made good his promise the
other day when he walked in with &
beer case jammed to the top with
flve-cent pieces and drove off with
a new automobile,

it with difficult ques-|
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Bonnie’s Mother
-

By MARY WILSON

(Assoclated Newspapers.)
WNU Service,

SAM DONOVAN was courting The-
resa Redmond. There was no
doubt about it. The news spread
rapidly through Ravenna, a town of
10,000, for Sam and Theresa were
both important enough to be of in-
terest, not only to Ravenna but to
the neighboring city of Philadelphia.
Although many years Theresa’s
senior, Sam was the most eligible
widower in Ravenna.
Theresa was a charming woman,
highly educated, extensively trav-
eled and thoroughly cosmopolitan.

Sam and Theresa were deeply in
love—that was apparent—yet, some-
how, they did not wed.

“If you must know,” Theresa’'s
somewhat crusty old father had saidi
to an inquisitive neighbor, “Theresa
doesn’t want to assume the responsi-

bility of mothering five children.
And I don’t blame her.”

That, in fact, was the very thing
that kept Theresa single. So Raven-
na concluded. If Theresa became
Mrs. Donovan she automatically be-
came the mother of five youngsters,
two boys and three girls, Bonnie,!
the youngest, being eight, and Na-|
dine, the eldest, 17.

Nadine was a beautiful spoiled
young creature, who ruled her fa-
ther, the house, the other children,
her schoolmates and her teachers
with an imperious sway. Theresa
was afraid of Nadine.

Well might Sam Donovan love
Theresa. She was only ten years
older than Sam'’s oldest daughter,
and much of the loveliness of youth
had clung to her. She looked scarce-
ly any older than Nadine.

“Poor little Nadine. She needs
you.”” Sam pleaded with Theresa.
She lacked a mother’s care at the
most critical period of her life.”

Thus Sam urged his suit, thinking
thereby to strengthen it,

““And is that the only reason you
seek my hand in marriage, Sam
Donovan?' she asked, a sly twinkle
in her eye.

Sam, realizing how inept his
speech had been, hastened to make
amends most effectively with a ca-
ress and a swift rush of loving
words.

““Theresa, darling. You know I
worship you, aside and apart from
the kids and their needs. Only I
thought, perhaps, you might come to
know them and to love them in time,
as I do,” Sam hurried on. *“I’ll
give you my word of honor they’ll
never intrude on you, never make
demands on your time, never inter-
fere with your personal life,”

Again Theresa smiled knowingly.

Only Theresa knew the truth. It
was not the responsibilities nor the
curtailment of her personal freedom
that she dreaded. She even courted
them, and it was the appeal of those
five motherless children that in-
clined her toward Sam. She dreaded |
Nadine. The young chit had pub-
licly snubbed her on several occa-
sions and had said ugly things.

Not for worlds would Theresa tell
Sam the truth. That doting parent
had done everything a man could do
to spoil his children, but he had no
idea of the persecution to which
Theresa was being subjected,

Determined that they should all
become better acquainted, Sam
gave an elaborate family dinner. He
invited a host of relatives and had
in a caterer from Philadelphia to
cook and serve the meal. Theresa |
would have preferred a quiet family
dinner.

The affair would have gone off
very well, except that Nadine chose
at the last moment deliberately to
absent herself, pleading a previous
engagement. Only then, for the first
time, did Sam sense the true state
of affairs. Throughout the long din-
ner he evolved in his mind various .
schemes for dealing effectively with
that 17-year-old offspring.

On the whole, however, the din-
ner was a great success. But The-
resa’'s mind was in a turmoil. Ap-
parently it was to be war to the
knife as far as Nadine was con-
cerned. Theresa’s courage failed
her, She felt she just could not
face the thought of years of combat
ahead. She made up her mind to
tell Sam the truth after dinner—
that it was better that they should
give one another up.

Theresa wanted to break the news
to Sam in a beautiful spot. It would
be a blow, she knew-—a blow for
both of them, So she asked him to
take her out on an inclosed veranda,
a charming out-door sort of room.

As the two approached the room
their attention was attracted by a
childish treble voice. It seemed to
be repeating a phrase time and
again. Theresa and Sam entered qui-
etly. There was eight-year-old Bon-
nie curled up in a big leather chair.
Over and over again she kept say-
ing the word ‘“‘mother.”

Suddenly the child looked. Ap-
parently Bonnie was not in the least
disconcerted. With all the frank-
ness of childhood she smiled up at
them. “I was just practicing so I
will know how to say ‘mother’ when

Misg Redmond marries you, Dad-

-

"SALADA

TEA BAGS

!
dy,” she explained naively,

That was enough for Theresa. She
was ready to surrender completely.
She no longer even feared Nadine.

““Sam, I'll marry you tomorrow,”
she said to that bewildered individu-
al. Then she furtively wiped a tear
from her lovely eyes and went over
and took Bonnie in her arms with a
perfect mother gesture.
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Conger -Eel lieacheu Ten
Feet in Length Often

Eels have been called ‘“‘snake-like
fish,”” and that is what they really
are. Many eels have small scales,
but even so their bodigs are smooth
to the touch, as are snakes.

Eels swim after the manner of
snakes, but go much faster.

Usually a full-grown eel is from
two to four feet long. There are
cases, however, of eels with a length
of from 6 to 10 feet.

The female eel grows larger than
the male. The difference may not
amount to much, but among the
conger eels it is very great. The
female conger may be more than
twice the size of a meale.

Conger eels are the biggest in the
family. Several are on record with
a length of 9 or 10 feet, and a weight
of from 80 to 110 pounds.

A giant conger eel may have a
body six inches thick. In its mouth
are sharp, closely-placed teeth, and
it can bite its enemies with great
force. If a fisherman pulls up such
an eel, he should take great care.
It is a strong fish, and if loose in
the boat can do damage. |

Conger eels spend all their lives|
in the sea. In this way they differ
from most other eels, which dwell
in salt water only part of the time.

Another eel which lives only in salt

water is the ‘‘thread eel’” or “‘snipe

eel.” It has a body hardly thicker|
than a lead pencil, but its length is
from two to three feet. |

Another queer type is the “‘spiny
eel.” Spiny eels live in rivers of
Africa and the East Indies. They |
have many sharp spines along the
back. i

The jet black *“‘gulper eel” is a
deep sea fish. It grows to be five or
six feet long, and is noted for its|
strong appetite, |

The gulper has a big mouth, and
its under jaw can be swung about |
freely. Sometimes this eel attacks|
fish which are too big for it to han-
dle. A gulper was found dead at the
surface of the ocean, and inside it
was a fish of large size.

Root Growth Increases
Through New Substance

Tests made of hormone growth-
producing substances at the lowa
Agricultural Experiment station in-
dicate that some of them are ef-
fective in stimulating root produe-
tion on certain types of cuttings,

This statement was made by B. S.
Pickett, head of the Iowa State col-
lege department of horticulture.

A hormone growth substance, now
commercially available, was used
in the test on four kinds of cuttings,
herbaceous, or non-woody type;
greenwood, or cuttings made of
woody plants during the green sea-
son; evergreen and hardwood.

The non-woody or herbaceous cut-
tings responded to the treatment,
some at high concentrations, others
at low concentrations, Pickett said.
Among the plants helped by the
treatment were geranium, begonia
and coleus—~the variegated green
and red plant commonly called “‘fo-
liage.”’

Greenwood cuttings responded
favorably, including the honey-
suckle, rose lilac, dogwood, mock
orange, and willow. But the fluctu-
ation of temperatures and humidity
during the summer made it hard to
grow the cuttings successfully, Ap-
ple cuttings wouldn’t root at all,

“Growth-promoting substances of
this type are not yet ready for gen-
eral farm crops, but gardeners,
florists and nurserymen may often
find them practical aids in commer-

cial plant propagation,” Pickett
said.

Fish and Folks
Columbia river salmon have

proved that fish can be educated to
live in accordance with the folkways
or fishways imposed by the Power
age. Latest statistics on the climb-
ing fish show that in a recent week
1,777 Chinook salmon got over the |
Bonneville dam, compared to 897|
that went up the fish escalators in
the comparable week a year before.
Other varieties have learned the
trick in about the same proportion.

Fish have never been cited as pro-
gressive specimens of the animal
world. They are supposed to be set
in their ways.

But the dam-climbing fish of the
Columbia have adapted themselves
to the Power age. That human be-
ings have so adjusted themselves re-
mains to be proved.

Cards Painted by Hand

Playing cards were once painted
by hand and were very expensive
The accounts of the French king,
Charles VI, for the year 1392 show
the payment to a painter of a sum
‘quivalent to $300 for three packs
¥ rards in gold and various colors
irnamented with various designs.

' shoes that were beginning

A Record-Breaker

_~

By MARTHA NEWBERRY

(Associated Newspapers.)
WNU Service.

A NNABEL'S smart new shoes not
only pinched her tired feet but
they were putting spurs to her tem-
per, while the overheated and crowd-
ed street car in which she was at-
tempting to stand only egged on her
rising wrath.
When the car came to what Anna-
bel felt must be its eighty-sixth jolt

she catapulted bodily against her
next-door neighbor.
“Crack!”

Undoubtedly she had broken some- |

thing and when a sharp, irritated
voice breathed in her ear, “You
clumsy little fooll” she was sure of
it.

With flaming face she turned in
time to see the broad back of

a young man push through the
crammed car.

“How dare he!”
Hastily boring her way through to

the front door of the car, Annabel

alighted, only to see the angry young
man striding far ahead.

By the time she had reached Oak
street he had vanished around the
corner and out of sight,

Annabel Drew did not own red
hair for nothing!

Suddenly she spied what proved
to be the remains of the article she
had accidentally broken, thrown
away, she supposed, by its irate
owner.

Gingerly she picked it up, then
uttered a joyous squeak as a broken

phonograph record and the owner's
name came to view.

It was fully a half-hour later that
Annabel, hugging a new duplicate of
the broken record, rang the bell of
an imposing stone residence.

In her haste Annabel had not
changed her little new tan shoes—
to make
her limbs and whole body ache: thus
when she found herself face to face
with the object of the visit she stood

'in silent misery and pain, for the

good-looking young man facing her
held her tongue-tied for the moment.

“Well, what can I do for you,

' young lady?”’

His voice was refined, but Annabel
resented the smile that lit up his
face,

“In the future, sir. To curb your
temper!”’

After she had uttered these words
Annabel felt numb with fear.

“Really!” came the somewhat
flippant reply.

Then the storm burst.

Never had Annabel been so elo-
quent. Never had a lecture on how
a young man should treat a lady in
the street car been so well delivered.
Then, with a final gasp and *“There’s
your old record!” Annabel fell into
the nearest chair after laying her
parcel on a nearby table.

“I'm afraid you are ill!”* cried her
companion in alarm. The kindness
in his voice caused tears to stream
down her pale cheeks, tears that
commenced a friendship that swift-
ly ripened into love as the days
sped by.

It was a crisp, bright winter’s
day that Jim Ray slipped a spar-
kling diamond on one of Annabel’'s
slender fingers.

“And to think, Jim, that I once
thought you were just an old
grouch."

“But I was never that, dear!”

“Well, you did call me a clumsy
little fool!”

“Never!’” came the emphatic re-
ply.

“Why, Jim Ray—you—you—""

“Wait a moment,” interrupted her
fiance. ‘““That was my secretary you
bumped into on the street car!”

Annabel turned away.

“I am really sorry, dear. I should
have told you in the beginning, but
I was afraid of scaring you away.
You know, sweetheart, it was love
at first sight with me, and, Annabel,
you know, you are just too lovely
for words when you are angry.”

Suddenly she turned and threw
her arms about his neck.

“Jim!"” she whispered quietly,
“I'm—I'm a base deceiver, too!”

“What do you mean!” cried Jim
excitedly. *“‘You're not married!”

“Don’t be silly, Jim, You see,
I've known all the while who you
were. Your secretary apologized to
me after you had given him a good
lecture and I made him keep it a
secret!”’

“You little minx!" exclaimed Jim
happily. “Now, young lady, you’ll
just have to marry me next week!”

“Don’t you think that is a bit sud-
den, Jim!”

“Sudden!" scoffed her flance, *‘for
a record breaker!”

With a chuckle Annabel raised her
smuling lips and sealed her accept-
ance with a kiss.

c—

Superstitions Still Prevail

FPublic schools have failed to cor-
rect beliefs rooted in superstition,
according to a study made at the
Pennsylvania State college by Ray
A. Kurtz under the supervision of
Dr. C, C., Peters, director of re-
scarch.

Kurtz compared the knowledge of
04 adult farmers with that of 56 fu-
ture farmers enrolled in agricultural
schools, he said:

“In 22 questions based on super-
stitions, agricultural students’ an-
swers were wrong just as often as
those of the farmers. Of all the
questions in the test, nine of the
15 most frequently missed were
based on superstition."”

About two-thirds of both groups
;still believed no one should eat ice
:ream and fish together, the results
showed,

Another common observation fre-
juently missed by the students was
he statement that strong drink
nakes one warm. Farmers were
less often fooled by that one.
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Try ‘blue coal’. Let it prove in your furnace why thousands e-f:
say it's the greatest heating value money can buy. af
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MILTON DISTRICT CO-OPERATIVE

“m-_-—--—“‘
FEEDS and CONCENTRATES, DISINFECTANTS and TONICS

—For Live Stock’and Poultry
FLOUR, SUGAR and HOUSEHOLD NEEDS
ANTHRACITE, ALBERTA, and POCAHONTUS COALS
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STOVE, NUT, and RANGE, COKE {Eg

“A FUEL FOR EVERY NEED" L
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HAYWARD TRANSPORT

Daily,. Direct Service

TORONTO MILTON

HAMILTON
Local and Long Distance Cartage and Moving,
JP-C-V CLASSES A-C-E-H

TORONTO Ha 8888 MILTON 818

HAMILTON 7-33 5

“I was just thinking of
him as a wee bairn . ..

LONG DISTANCE |

» » » all the way from camp! And he
said it didn’t cost so much!” Trust
every “Braw Laddie” to find his way
_ home the most economical way —

Fay. " and to leave a cherished memory into
#he bargain. Especially after 7 p.m. and all day
Sanday, you can travel hundreds of miles by Long
Distanee for so little!




