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Stage Superstitions
An actress must find or have a
abbit's foot given her; it is fatal
-0 buy one. It is bad luck to whistle
'n the dressing room or put shoes
on a shelf. An umbrella
aver the head is, of course, the
vorst kind of a thing—but it is all
ght to open it downways. Cats
ring good luck, especially black
nes. A potato in the pocket shields
-om misfortune. Next to breaking
a mirror, bringing peacock feathers
into the theater is a calamity, and
nany an actor will grow faint at
the sight of one.

Oldest City of the Amerieas

St. Aucustine, oldest city of the
America:, where the ancient tradi-
tions of the early settlers endures
is one of the mest colorful. Since
1565, when St. Augustine was offi-
cially settled by Pedro Menendez de
Aviles, 53 years after its discovery
by Ponce de Leon, America’s old-
est city has been the shuttlecock
of nations. St. Augustine was the
scene, early in the Seventeenth cen-
tury, of pirate attacks; it was the

site of numerous sanguinary Indian
battles.
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Hail-Rod Just Special
Form of Lightning Rod

The hail-rod, known in French as|

3 agrele, is merely a special
form of lightning rod, and was in-
troduced at a period when the pro-

| duction of hail was believed to be
| due to the electrical rather than the

mechanical action of the storm.

| Even so great an authority as Arago

thought that rods atfached to bal-
loons might draw off erough elec-

tricity from the clouds to prevent
hail from forming.

The original hail-rod, according
to a writer in the Indianapolis
News, was a wooden pole with a
metal tip, which was connected with
the ground by a cord or wire. It is
said that a million or more of these
rods were erected in various parts
of Europe during the first quarter
of the Nineteenth century. For a
while they were completely aban-
doned, but in 1899 a much more pre-
tentious device of the same char-
acter was introduced in France and
soon gained great popularity in that
country, This was a large copper
rod, ed by means of a copper
conductor, and installed at as high
a level as possible; in some cases
on church steeples or other tall edi-

'diminutive

Radiance

By KARIN C. ASBRAND

® McClure Newspaper Syndicate.

WNU Service.

EVERY man involuntarily lifted
his hat to the radiance in Sonia
Sidell's eyes. Everybody instinctive-

| ly felt that he knew Sonia, the min-

' ute he saw her, whether he had met
her or not. The saucy tilt of the
| nose, the delicately
'rounded, though firm, little chin,
the “‘come hither’ in the wide gray
eves, never provoked a hint of
flirtation, but a comradeship that
kept Sonia's little feet dancing, and
made life worth while for her.

Sonia was the afterglow of the
greatness of two sisters. There was
Madame Vesta Sidelli of grand op-
era fame, and Lola Elliott Sidell,
the novelist, whose books, a little
bit daring, bordering on the sensa-
tional, gave society much to talk
about. Both were married to their
careers.

That was why Sonia was married
to Wayne Parks. She was tired of
being an afterglow, of being pointed

fices, and in other cases on great out as ‘‘the little sister of Lola Si-
steel towers erected for the purpose. dell—you know, the one who wrote
Vehement discussions in regard to THAT book,” or as “‘that’s Sidelli's
its merits prevailed in France down baby sister.” She was weary of
to the outbreak of the World war, not being clever herself. So, be-
but little is heard about it. cause she was tired of all this, she
i it ST ‘was married to Wayne. At least

w1 e = ——

sive in their indignation. Think of
the money! Sonia was an idiot! She
didn’t even think of the baby's fu-
ture,

Sonia ignored most of their in-
dignation.

“The baby's father is taking care
of her future,’” she said, tranquilly,
surveying her work through nar-
rowed lids. ‘“We are calling the
picture ‘Radiance.” Don't you think
it's a good name, rather?”

Pyramids Used as Tombs;
Had Chambers for Gifts

The ancient historians never
bothered to explain the fact that
the pyramids were tombs, although
they described the structures care-
fully, because it was a matter of
common knowledge to their read-
ers. The evolution of the pyramids
from the mastaba or ‘“bench’ pyra-
mids to the great structure of Che-
ops proves, without doubt, the use
for tombs, according to a noted
German archeologist, says the
Washington Star. Because the
Egyptians did not think life ended
with death, they provided food and
other essentials for continued exist-
ence and carefully protected the
body from destruction by flood,
scavengers and other threats, Their
religion also demanded that the sur-

vivors meet on certain days to offer
gifts to the dead.

The tombs, he says, first were
pits, into which the dead were laid.
Larger pits had a chamber for the
dead and a smaller chamber for
gifts. Mounds were built upon tic
grave, with a shallow niche, aiways
on the east side. In front of the

minutes. Its appearance often but niche was a shallow court which
not always is preceded by an urdi*:““"d as a place for worship. A
nary flash of lightning. It is ac. large sepulchre of bricks, found in
companied by a hissing or humming the neighborhood of Nagada, Upper
sound. It disappears either silently | E8YPt, and attributed to

or with a light crack or with a loud Menes, is the first known in whi
explosion, and leaves behind it a | the burial room ss well as the
sharp-smelling smoke or mist. in Chambers for the gifts are built into

“Ball” Lightning Said to
Be Harmless to Humans

“Ball” lightning has baffled ex-
planation, declares a writer in the
Indianapolis News. That it occurs
can not be doubted. A German work
on the subject, by Dr. Walther
Brand, contains an elaborate dis-
cussion of 213 cases reported by
careful observers. Such lightning
occurs during thunderstorms in the
form of a small luminous ball or
pear-shaped body, averaging a few
inches in diameter, which either
moves freely in the air or travels
along objects as if attached to them,

The ball may be visible only an
instant or may remain for several

e —————————— e

Many Poisonous Plants

Grow in Fields, Marshes

More than 200 different species of
poisonous plants, according to esti-
mates, grow in some states. Some
are cultivated in gardens, but the
majority grow wild in
marshes, woods, or along the road-
side.

Some are dangerous because they
may be eaten by humans, particu-
larly children, either because they
resemble plants known to be harm-
less or because the fruit or flowers
are attractive. Among the plants
poisonous when eaten by man are:

Lily-of-the-valley — A cultivated
ornamental of the garden.

Pokeweed—A tall perennial herb
common in clearings, open woods,
and along the borders of woods.
The most poisonous part of this
plant is the large, fleshy root. Chil-
dren are sometimes poisoned from
eating the berries.

Monkshood—Plants cultivated in|

the garden for ornament.

Red baneberry—A native peren-
nial herb found in rich woodlands.
The red fruit of this plant, and its
relative, the white baneberry, are
poisonous when eaten.

Thorn apple or Jimson weed—An
annual herb found in cultivated
fields and waste places on light
soils. The fruit and seeds are espe-
cially poisonous.

Other plants to guard against in-
clude the water hemlock, the Euro-
pean bittersweet, the common el-
der or elderberry, and purple fox-
glove.

| Gion Matsuri Is Among

Old Japanese Festivals

Among the many festivals of
Japan is the Gion Matsuri. It fol-

built the Silver and Golden pavil-
ions, two of a collection of gemlike
shrines in the Kyoto district, says
the New York Times. Though Yo-
shima and Ysohimitsu, rulers who
built the pavilions, were tyranis,
their reigns saw marked progress in
Japan's arts and crafts.

The Gion ceremonial brings back
something of the splendor of old
Japan. In the processions officers,
pages and halberd bearers, hand-
somely costumed in the pattern of
imperial days, follow horsemen and
gilded chariots to the Gion shrine.
Here and at Kyoto's former impe-
rial palace services, with many
priests in attendance, are held, the
object being to propitiate the di-
sties of the shrine. Features of the
tete are decorated cars carried on
the shoulders of men, armored
knights, musicians and the dance of
the chigo, or sacred page boy.

Sydney Island Cats

Sydney island of the Phoenix
group is noted for its hordes of rav-
enous cats. They are huge brutes
and will wade through water, bane
of the feline tribe, to reach small
fish on the reef. Their advent dates
fromm an attack on copra and on
young coconuts by swarms of rats.
The cats came, 150 of them, from
Sydney, brought by an ill-advised
planter., They made short work of
the rats and then began breeding at
a rapid rate. Curious things happen
on the islands. Thus, though Syd-
ney and Hull islands are near nel gh-
bors the fish caught around Hull
island are edible while those at Syd-
ney island are poisonous. The na-
tives can demonstrate this by a
crude test. They place a bright sil-
ver coin in the flesh of a Sydney
fish and after cooking reveal the
presence of black spots upon it.

Odd Plan for Street Names

Venice attempts to preserve ev-
erything connected with its history.
Its street names may be puzzling,
but once many of them indicated the
occupations of their residents. Thus
the “‘Frezzeria’’ was so named be-
cause of the manufacturers of ar-
rows who lived on it, the *‘Spadaria,”’
hecause of its sword forgers, the ""Sa-
lizzada dei Cerazzieri'' because of
its breastplate shops, the ‘‘Fusier”
because of its spindle-makers. The
“Calle degli Specchieri” was so
called becsuse mirrors were sold
there and the famous ‘‘Mercerie,”
which enters the Piazza San Marco
under the clock tower, received that
name beca it was the economic
center of Venice.

fields,

some cases several balls are seen
at once.

The unattached balls display a
fondness for entering houses, nol

‘that was what she told him, but, in
telling him, she looked up at him
with such adoration in the depths of
her gray eyes that he didn’t be-
lieve her. He insisted on thinking
that she married him because she
loved him.

The Parks were poor. Not the
kind of poor that lives in slums and
diets on bread and water. They
rented a Colonial house in the sub-
urbs with a blue breakfast nook,
and a white tiled bathroom. They
had plenty to eat and drink. There
was enough money to pay the bills,
and Wayne's prospecis were prom-
ising. But in the eyes of Madame
'Sidelli, with her clear, cold, dia-
lmund voice, and Lola Sidell, with
'her monthly rain of royalties, they
'were poor. However, that is be-
'side the point!

Wayne came upon the cards Sonia
was painting one night when he
stole upon her softly to surprise her
with a bunch of orchids. She was
tinting then at her little desk in the |
living room—splashes of water col-
or, violets that looked almost hu-
man, roses whose beauty might
evoke tears, and a basket of fruit
'that would make any mouth water.

“Why, Sonia,”’ he exclaimed over
her shoulder, ‘“you’'re an artist,

chimneys, but also through small
cracks, They are said to be harm-
less to human beings, whom they
seem to avoid as they avoid all
other good conductors.
tached balls, on the other hand,
travel along good conductors, and

the human body.

Conscience Money Sent
to U. S. Put Into Fund

the general fund and expended the
same as any other money received

Conscience money sent to the fed-
eral treasury usually runs to several
thousand dollars a year, notes a
writer in the Cleveland Plain Deal-
er. The total amount which thus
has been paid is more than a half
million dollars, and is increasing at
the rate of several thousand dollars
yearly.

The identity of the contributors

only by way of doors, windows and|

AN of Henry Ward Beecher, which have

|
[l

the structure above the ground. The
first unquestionably roval tombs be-
long to the successors of Menes, of
about the period 3200 B. C.

‘Some Well-Known Sayings

From Sermons by Beecher
Some of the well-known sayings

been taken from his sermons and

cause serious burns if they tuuchiaddressfs: are:

Happiness is not the end of life:
character is. Flowers are the sweet-
est things that God ever made, and
forgot to put a soul into. The truest
self-respect is not to think of self.
There is somebody to believe in

Money sent to the Treasury de- anybody who is uppermost. Selfish-
partment by persons who have de- iness is that detestable vice which no
frauded the government and known one will forgive in others, and no
as Conscience money, is turned into

one is without in himself. The real
man is one who always finds ex-
cuses for others, but never for him-
self. The elect are those who will,
and the non-elect are those who
won’t. Success is full of promise
till men get it; and then it is a last
year's nest, from which the birds
have flown.

In the morning we carry the
world like Atlas; at noon we stoop

and bend beneath it; and at night it

crushes us flat to the ground. A

' honey.”’

| pie,”” she protested.

Sonia drew in her breath sharply,

'as though awakened from a dream.
| ““Oh, these,”’ she laughed. ““These
'aren’t anything. Just fun. I've done

these since I was a little girl.”

He tilted her face up toward him.

“Do you know,” he asked her
seriously, ‘‘that you could become
famous through those?"’

“I'm a lot more famous for my
pot roast and my lemon meringue
“If you like

the little cards, I'm glad. I'm tint-
ing them for a card concern—just
because.”

II Sonia was irrelevant, like that. It

lows the tradition of the luxurious.
Ashikaga dynasty, whose emperors

was not long before Wayne found
out the wherefore of the ‘‘just be-
cause.’’

There was a baby. A dimpled,
pink and white reproduction of
Sonia. Their cup of happiness over-

flowed. And still Sonia tinted for
the card concern. With the baby,
gurgling and crowing, an interest-
ed onlooker, on one arm, Wayne
often found her painting the little
cards.

Sonia kept her own counsel until
one night when Wayne came home
very tired from a hard day at the
office. There was an air of sup-
pressed secrecy about the house,
Wayne felt it. Sonia met him at
the door. She hastily divested him
of his overcoat. She pinned a towel

over his eyes.

“I've a surprise for you,” she
explained, leading him down the
hall. He felt his steps guided into
the dining room. He tried to re-
member whose birthday it was, and
hoped she didn’t have a crowd there
for him to entertain.

“One, two, three! See!”

He saw. Resting against a huge
vase of flowers, it stood. A paint-
ing of the baby in her little porce-
lain tub, clad only in her pink and
white loveliness, her tiny face ra-
diating smiles, her small, rose-petal
hands reaching for the elusive, float-
ing soap.

“Leigh & Sanford, the big plumb-
ing concern, has offered me $5,000

Sanford was here today about the
shower you wanted. But I told him
he couldn't have it."

“Why, Sonia,”” he demurred.

shoulder,

about her.
“J—I didn't want to commercial-
ize your baby!’ she told him. “‘Be-
sides, it's your birthday today. This
is your presént from baby and me.

His arm went readily

Yes, Sonia was an afterglow. The
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for this,”” she giggled happily. “Mr. |

She leaned her head against his |

We are going to frame'it for you.” |

two sisters were explosively expres-
|

Canada’s Favourite Tea
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is usually unknown, Their contribu- cunning man overreaches no one

tions range from a few cents to half as much as himself. The phi-
thousands of dollars. The largest|losophy of one century is the com-
amount ever received in one year mon sense of the next.
was $30,000, and was the fourth' called fools in one age for not know-
conscience payment made by this|ing what they were called fools for
unknown contributor, bringing his|averring in the age before. There
total to $80,000. Who he was, or in|are many people who think Sunday

what relation to the government he|is a sponge to wipe out all the sins
acquired the money he felt called|of the week.

upon to pay, have never been found
out.

The usual conscience contribu-
tions, however, are amounts of a
few dollars from former village
postmasters, or income taxpayers
who cheated a little, or the like,
The fund began in 1811 with a con-
tribution of $11.

History on a Flag

All infantry battalions carry twao
colors (flags), the king's color, and
their regimental color. The guards’
king's color, says Pearson’s Lone
don Weekly, is made of crimson
gilk, with the badge of the regiment
on it (bursting grenade under a
crown for the Grenadier guards,
the Garter Star for the Coldstream
guards, and so on). Their regimen-
tal color is a union jack with the
names of all the battles in which
the regiment distinguished itself. In
line regiments the king’s color is a
union jack with a crown and the
name of the regiment. The regi-
mental color is the same shade as
the regimental facings, with its

When Mockingbird Sings
The mockingbird can take the
wood thrush’s music and sing it in
a manner that must astound its
originator, declares a bird man in
the Kansas City Star. He sings it
as if it were his own, for he is
one of the miracles of Nature. With
a brain chamber no larger than
' the tip of a man’s finger, the mock-
| ingbird has stored therein all the
' songs that the wild birds know, and
| he sings each of them without omit-

' ting a trill or slurring a note.

fle regiments have no color at all,

The Power of Words

Soft words sung in a lullaby will
put a babe to sleep. Excited words
will stir a mob to violence. Elo-
guent words will send armies
marching into the face of death.
Encouraging words will fan to flame
the genius of a Rembrandt or a
Lincoln. Powerful words will mold
the public mind as the sculptor
molds his clay. Words, spoken or
written, are a dynamic, creative
force, Writing of Napoleon and his
Italian campaign, Emil Ludwig
says: “Half of what he achieves is
achieved by the power of words.”
Words are the swords we use in our
battle for success and happlness.
How others react toward us depends
in & large measure upon the words
. we speak to them, Life is a great
whispering gallery that sends back

Bamboo Arithmelic ‘echoes of the words we sent out
. Japanese arithmetic is done by Our words are immortal, tco. They
'boys and girls in school on a kind go marching through the years in
 of slate made of bamboo rods. Num- | the lives of all those with whom we
bers are represented by colored come in contact., When you speak;
' beads which easily slip back and when you write, remember the

forth as one counts. Written let- | creative power of words.—The Sil-
| ters and numbers are made with a ver Lining.

fat brush and black paint. The brush |
'has a fine point for delicate parts
| of letters and much practice is need-

Piccclo, Old Instrument

A German invention, the piccolo
i just about 400 years old. But its
‘ancestry goes much further back.
For, as the name indicates, it's a
“little flute,” and flutes were prob-
'ably the first musical instruments.
Flutes whte popular In ancient
'Greece, where, legend has it, they
'were invented by Athena, goddess
'of wisdom. The story goes that
' Athena threw her creation away
'after seeing in a stream how her
face was distorted while playing.
'But the flute came back when an-
other god, Marsyas, found it and
became proficient at it.
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| _ ‘““Those Good 0ld Days”
ed to make the alphabet with its| Youth is an expression. It dances
intricate design. in your eyes—the mirrors of your
| mind. It shows itself in the smile
= that plays around the corners of
your mouth. It speaks in your
| Jaughter. It is evident in your con-
versation; in your love and under-
standing of others. So, if you think
'that you are getting old, warns a
 writer in Pearson’s London Weekly,
if you speak regretfully of “the
good old days that have gone,’ just
stop and realize that ‘‘those good old
days’' have not gone. Today is one
| of them. Tomorrow and all the other
tomorrows can bring you the same
thrills and the same beautiful mo-

ments. Find out what is lacking

in your life, why you have allowed
807 your mind to get lazy. That is all

it is, for you are as old as you
SN o think you are.

Men are

badge, motto and battle honors. Ris |
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DAILY SERVICE

i Between TORONTO and

il NEW YORK - - - SI505

MIAMI - - - - - 40.70
CHICAGO « = 1318
LOS ANGELES - - 62.55.

EQUALLY LOW RATES

WEEK-END SERVICE
Lv. MILTON Lv. TORONTO
ﬂgg a.m b-10.48 a.m.
50 a.m
¢-3.00 p.m c- 1.20 p.m,
c6.45 p.m, c- 5.15 p.m.
b-9.10 p.m, b-11.00 p.m.
. & . e-Sat., d-Mouday
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tion for which they are famous.

Empire Ranges are beautiful
bakers.

Will burn any kind of fuel,

PHONE 28

TNV /0T

e e T e m——

WARNING

Cold weather is on the way. Let Empire Cook Stoves

“It Pays to Deal at Days” %

and Heaters provide you with the comfort and satisfac-

Quebec Heaters are stocked in two styles and in all sizes.

C. T. DAY & SON
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in appearance and superb
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Sales and Service
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Milton, Ont

DODGE AND DESOTO

New 1938 Models

The utmost for economy, service and satisfaction.
strate before placing your order for a new car.

are just a few dollars rore than the

Now on display

L.et us demon
New Dodge prices
lowest priced cars,

See us for Tires, Batteries and Accessories as we can save

you money, We are agents for

Canadien Tire Corporation.

Breakfast! A simple, humorous idea, simply and neatly told. The spotlight

is a two-inch hole

in a plece of cardboard, held in front of an amateur

floodlight bulb, Exposure !> second at f.16.

NIDET amateur camera workers
wait until they find a picture
gituation ready-made before they
ganap the shutter. Others have found
that they do not have to walt that
they can often create a picture oOp-
portunity by selecting and arrang-
ing materials already at hand.

Still-life studies, of fruit, of
flowers, of the play of light on tex-
tiles and glassware, are all exam-
ples of this creative method and a
atill-life expertly done can pPOSSess
extraordinary beauty. Still-lifes,
however, require a Keen sense of
pictorial composition, judgment in
lighting and a willingness to ar-
rango and rearrange until every-
thing is exactly right,

“Table-top” photography permits
more latitude, particularly when
the central idea is humorous, Here
the emphasis is on telling a story,
rather than developing an ideal ar-
rangement of lights and gshadows
and textures. In consequence, the
“table-top” worker can limit his la-
bor to the story-telling essentials,
and let supplementary considera-
tions go.

Small toys, comical in themselves,
are easy subjects to work with.
Dolls are also convenient to use.
The clever worker can construct
funny figures from vegetables—for
example, a carrot appropriately
dressed and equipped with tiny wire
spectacles can become a very pre-
sentable old ladv. Cotton-and-wire
pipe cleaners can be bent and com-

tures—an instance would be adagio
dancers on a stage, Good characters
can also be made of modeling wax—
and often the eruder the modeling
the funnier the effect,

Seenie materials, when needed,
are easy to get, Flufiy cotton makes
excellent snow: small twigs make
good trees; light brown sugaYr
serves nicely for sand and a plece
of glass laid over a dark cloth will
do for water. Doll furniture is use-
ful in realistic indoor sets.

Qome amateurs build elaborate
miniature stage settings for their
“table-tops” just as if they were
producing a professional motion
picture. This can be fascinating
work and oftemn well worth while.
But it is not imperative and can be
avoided simply by selecting a story
idea that does not demand realistic
background.

“Table-topping” requires that the
photographer work fairly close up
to his subject. He can do this in
two ways: either by using a por-
trait attachment over the lens of his
camera or by using a camera with
double-extension bellows. Cameras
of the latter type will allow him to
photograph small objects in thelr
actual size and they usually have
groundglass backs which help in
focusing and arranging the picture.
When a subject shows up too small
on a negative, it is good practice to
have it enlarged, with surplus mar-
gin masked out.

Try “table-toppiug.” You'll like it.

bined into Interesting action ple-
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RENEWED YOUR SUBSCRIPTION ?




