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brave men have 80 often met their ad-

hung on -tha versaries, and which Dan had.new.

find it at first. ' Then he saw the glit- |
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had the weapon in his bands, the odds

d | of battle would have been frightfully
1 against Dan.

of time to seize, swlhg, and aim a ri-
fle; and Dan felt that while he would

ston could not procure it either, with-
out giving Dan an opportunity to leap
upon him. In all his dreams, through

B the months of preparation, he had ple-

tured it thus. It was the test at last.

{ The gun might be loaded, and still—

in these days of safety devices—un-
rendy to fire; and the loss of a frac-
tion of a second might enable Cran-
Hﬂtﬂrn to reach his knife. Thus Dan
felt justified In ignoring the gun alto-
gether and trusting—as he had most
desired—to a battle of hands. And he
wanted both hapnds free when he made
his attack. ‘“

If Dan had béen erect upon his feet,
his course would have been an imme-
 diate leap on the shoulders of his ad-
versary, running the risk of Cranston
reaching his hunting knife In time.
But the second that he would require
to get to his feet would entirely offset
this advantage. €ranston could spring

It takes a certain length |

be unable to reach it himself, Cran-

your knees before me. You've got a

smile in the tone of his words.

“You're right,” Dan told him, and
he stepped nearer. “Not only for
that, Cranston. We're face to face at
last—hands to hands. I've got a knife
in my pocket, but I'm not even going
to bring it out. It's hands to hands—
you and I—until evgrythlng‘s square
between us.”

“Petrhaps you've forgotten that day
on the ridge?’ Cranston asged. “You
haven't any woman to save you this
time.” |

“T remember the day, and that’s part
of the debt. The thing you did yester-
day is part of it, too. It's all to he set-
tled at last, Cranston, and 1 don’t be-
lieve I could spare you if you went to

.d-lr'_--luu-—-l: '—l!..—,.r T ey ——  —

clearing out by the fird—big as a prize
ring. We'll go out there—side by side.
And hands to hands we’ll settle all
these debts we have between us—with
no rules of fighting and no mercy In
the end!”

They measured each other with their
eyes. Once more Cranston's gaze stole
to his rifle, but lunging out, Dan
kicked it three feet farther into the

\L_\ - """..
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shadows of the lean-to. Dan saw the
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! ) OfMce hours—9 a.m—1 to 8 p,m.— . .m, | TeaGhGP of fast in his own breast: but this was ;l -~ hands clenching, the shoulder musclea | =X " s o

.' . growing into hard knots. And Cran- :

the only wasted motion. It isn't easy
to advance through such thickets with- |
out ever a misstep, without the rustle
‘of a branch or the crack of a twig. |
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' ston looked and knew that merciless
| vengeance—that age old sin and
Christless creed by which be lived—
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Office and residence in Roadslde Inn. B lemlng tht e T;n hﬂ IW:;I?EB. stragglers from debts crowd. But when she stooped to pir:k' nlmost at its end.
| e pack that had gathered on the hills : ' ' | tEEE REERS dFew Gt
Phone Bronte 8-r-4. He tried to curse his adversary asa it up—EhE didn’t finish the thﬂught ilie ufter-midnigh 10Urs Jrew ofie
e behind—watched e y .. b W T
LEGAL —FOR— [the 800w ond AGitly rEmaved.hld Ko % ' come to his lips. Here was his fate,| “What's the use?’ she cried. “He ening cold presuged down.  Her fin-
s = ' LB LI BERE mmﬁm ﬂh‘)e:-mTtl;EF T“um 'bekﬂ':;]? ﬂ“'lmpﬂ'ﬂ" | and because the darkness always fades| won't come back. Whet's the use of | gers were numb. :
WILLIAM 1. DICK Fresh, Cooked and Cured f:}enfﬂ“ﬂw e ;:IESZITdﬂrﬂlﬂnftt?]ﬂs el before the light, and the courage of| fighting any more?” Once more she went to one of the r
(LCounty Urown Attorney) MEATS : ' h B € EDDW-} | wickedness always preaks before the| ‘“There's always use of fighting,” her saplings, but she Stumu“ﬂ B AR 1
asseiarey Eofidbarmn i CHRE T B CATER & WORTH CEUSIgCleRTLoRTeimaukn 0 LN lennslo) courage of righteousness, Cranston was | father told her. He seemed to speak went to her face at the first hlow. [t :
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Office—Court House. Milton, Ont. OUR MoTTO: markable plainness. Cranston was what remorselessness with which this| exposure were having their effect on|that stood nearest leaped—iu gray
streak out of the shadow-—and every

his weakened system, and unconscious-

grave giant wewld administer justice
was upon him, and his heart seemed

sprawled, half-sitting, half-lying on a
tree-bough pallet near the rear wall, |
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wolf in the pack shot forward with a

e
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to he watching the great, white snow

ficlds that lay In front, and for a mo- | lean-to.

“Good evening, Cranston,” he said|
'and his tortured

ment Dan was at loss to expfiin this
seeming vigil
The white field before him was part
of the long ridge that the three of

———

them would pusﬂiteir way to the
valleys. Crapstw, had evidently an-
ticipated that (ue grrl and the man
would attempt to march out—even If
he hadn’t guessed they would try to
take the_helpless Lennox with them—
and he wished to be prepared for
emergencies. There might be sport to
have with Dan, unarmed as he was.
And his eyes were full of strange con-
jectures in regard to Snowbird. Both
would be exhausted now and helpless—

Dan's eyes encompassed the roomn:

the piles of provisions heaped against
the wall, the snow shoes beside the

e, . e

He sprang up and strode into the

Then he understood.'pleasantly.
Cranston was also upon his feet the |

same instant. His instincts were en-
tirely true. He knew if he leaped for
his rifle, Dan would be upon his back
in an Iinstant, and he would have no
rhance to use it. The rifle was now
out of the running, as they were at
about equal distances from It, and
nelither would have time to swing or
aim it. "

Dan’s sudden appearance had been
so utterly unlooked for, that for a mo-
ment Cranston could find no answer,
His eyes moved to the rifle, then to
his belt where hung his hunting knife,
that still lay on the pallet. *“Good
evening, Falling,” he replied, trying

boughs rustlied strangely.

But the words wouldn't come. A
ghastly weight had come at his throat,
lungs sobbed for
breath. Then, for a long time, there
was a curious pounatng, lashing sound
in the evergreen boughs. It seemed
merciless and endless.

But Dan got up at last, in a strange,
heavy silence, and swiftly went to
work. He took the rifle and filled it
with cartridges from Cranston’s belf,
Then he put the remalning two boxes
of shells into his skizi pocket. The
supplies of food—the sack of nutri-
tious jerked venison llke dried bark,
the little package of checese, the boxes
of hard tack and one of the small
sacks of prepared flour—he tied, with

kets and flung them with the rifle upon
his back. Finally he took the pair of
He worked

a single kettle, into his heavy blan-

THOMAS A. “UTCHINSON | send for Oasalogue and inspeot our work in . : Xei
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' ' MILTON CEMETERY the man's wakefulness. Dan heard leaped for his knife on the blankets| what I want you to—" but it chopped off short. For with a
3 p ERblle: #ho; him stir, and once—as if at the mem- | bota Kl "W hat "  half-sob, and seemingly w:-thovt mon-
. Main Street Milton. Telephone 54 y dav : A her wistol i
2 = 2 R | ' reached it. e sprang as a cougar, yvou’ - - ' ‘
_ J DENTIST RY C = R ® T U R N E R H“".“EH and GOITHAGTDH he was facing the opening of the lean- SHTHEY. RO Eﬂst i;lnd e s S]?ﬂt,; ;I“}T] d :11}\.& II}D;SE Cﬂic"'.rtﬂ: F:::iu “IDULdﬂrt | & fustlsupiie Wolr 1§ ong ot s '-J
o e e Repairs, lete. } vas wholly unaware of Dan’s| “Good Evening, Cranston.” e - | FEeeZe Dy MOTDIRE. YO QLT RAe) = yste At e q
Funeral Director = aiean to, he olly e an's , tering power. Both went down, and| the strength—" most difficult pistol targ-ts that can be :
TIMATES : | . ‘ ' f T . i
presence. The latter had thrust his . i ; | s ., | imagined. It bordered on the miracu-
i DR. F. E. BABCOCK nd Embalmer Agent for the Chamberlin Metal Weather hLeop( the side of the opening, and UP too. So he did the next most dis- for a long time thE}r writhed and strug And see you torn to pleces! b g :
—a a ead at the e » opening, Aa L ) gled in each other's arms. The pine s lous that she did not miss him nalto
DENTAL SURGEON Btrip. it was in shadow. Cranston scemed 2TTHE \ng. I'm old, dear—and very tired—and gether, Her nerves were torn, their

’ v ¥ L T
I'd crawl away Into the shadows, where| .,,.¢;4] gver her muscles largely gone.

vou couldn’t see.

There's no use minc-

Yet the bullet coursed down through

. . ¥ *
ing words, Snowbird. You're a brave ., lungs, inflicting a mortal wound,

girl—always have been since a little
thing, as God is my Judge—and you
know we must face the truth. Detter
one of us dle than both. And I prom-
Ise—TI'll never feel their fangs. And I
won't take your pistol with me either.”
the clasp
 hunting knife that he carried in his

But her eyes lighted, and she
And the wolves

Her thought flashed to
pocket.
bhent and kissed him.
leaped forward even &t this.

“We’'ll stay it out,” she told him.

 home

The wolf had leaped for her throat;
but he fell short. She stuggered from
a blow, and she heard a curious sound
in the reglion of her hip. DBu: she
didn’'t know that the fangs had gone
in her soft flesh. The volf
ralled on the ground; and if her pistol
had possessed the shocking power of

a rifle, he would hive never got up
again. As it was, he shricked once,
then sped off in the durkness to die,

Five or six of the neurest wolves,

“We'll fight it to the last—Jjust as Dan catching the smell of his biood, bayed

would want us to do.

me, in a little while.

Besldes—it
would only mean the same fate for
I couldn’t cling
up there forever—and Dan won't come
 back.”

* » ® ® L i 3 %

and sped after him.

But the remainder of the great pack
—fully 15 of the gray. gaunt creaturey
—came Stealing across thy snow
ward her. White fangs had gone
home: and a new madness was n the

snow shoes from the floor. She was wholly unable to g'alnkﬂn alr

S —

-
—— .

o e “ e and Throat SPGCllﬁﬁt - _ - coldlv., swiftly, all the time nw.umhingi he fi Onlv bv dint of the most
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the lean-to.
It seemed to Dan that Cranston whis- |
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