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i each side of him, in chairs about the |
¥% ewnlls, sat Simon’s brothers and hls
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fli*"hblund relations that shared the estate
¥ | with bim. They were huge, gaunt |
& | men, most of them dark-bearded and,
A - | sallow-skinned, and afl of them regard- |
ed him with the same gaze of specula-’

erations of Anglo-Saxon people been
tillers of the s0ll. They had left & |
love of it to Brace. He knew whut '%_.5':
It would be Hke to feel the e&’l"til'_ 1
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What more beautiful, more lasting,
more desived gift can you give yvour
[.ady friend than an exynisite MAR-
[diamond
in an 18 Karat White Gold-mounting.

Theso range in price from

the eust wing. Use the window on that

thin he thrust it Into his pocket., He
lipped through the rear door of the
Louse, iuto the shadows.

CHAPTER XIX

As Bruce hurried up the hill toward
the Noss estates, he made a swift cal-
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began. He hovered in the shadows,

lect in the past twenty years it need
ed painting and mapy of its windows
were broken. Bruce rejoiced to see
that there were no lights in the east
wing of the honse:; the window that
Linda had indicated tn the note was
Just a black square on the mooniit

pulse through the handles of a plow, to
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DEHEIS, he couwld b ank the loeck: and i
if he did so, whether he could escape |
with the girl befure he wus shol douwn,
But his haond wandering over the

lock, encounteredd the Key.
It was easy, after all. He turned the

7 tive interest.

ness 1men regarded him with fresh In-
terest. Somehow, they hadn't counted |

{

wore of the wilderness hreed hilmself,
A
am [ 10t?" he < i1,
“ogme to 1y house firsgt’”

n his smiling, Tt was almost as If he

nstead of the son of clties. “1'm here,
“It f=n't a8 1f you

“Yes, vou're here,” Bimon confirmed. !

“‘luﬁm:vﬁhuxlfhﬁiﬁnmn

have valued $1,000 less than I would if

% = livej 45 centa for eaoch subsaguent ; [ dldn'e.”
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pverywi” ‘ Bruce's eyes leaped over the page; |Pleinly now. True, it had suffered negh Ree | _ L5 This $1,000 represented 1270 ol the value
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count the value to an even greater extent.
What is your weed crop costing you’? Fight
weeds as you would fight fire. Help your

neighbor—help yourself.
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tifteen others in his pockets, and he
Liadni't stopped to replenish them from
the supply Elmim had brought. He

H> knew that the lighter he
greaier would be his
clhinnee of syceess.

his paek,
traveled the

reach this spot in safety he could ap-
progch within a few feet of the house
and still remaio in cover. He went

near the front, and he pressed close
to the earth. But in a moment it went

away. He crept on. He didn't know

If there bad been a single ruy of
light under the door or through the
keyhole, his course would have Dbeel

to take by surprise whosoever of the
clan wem guarding Linda. To open a
‘door siowly into a room full of ene

" tin's store that day—that 1 gave no |
man two warnings.’ i
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oliieal a0 J. L. BUTHRRL.AND. C /[ FR & WORTH hut had left it with the remainder of Once a light sprang up In a window [thé door suddenly in that case, hoplng don't see any reason now, sand I

: wonldr 't 1f it wasn't for that row of !

puns.’”’

remnember that,”” Bruce replied.
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confined.

whispered answer. Instead, the door
he had just passed through shut softly

up a htll with Dave. When Dave re-
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holleringy about the law,” Simon ‘satd
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stone hud been quarried from the rock
cliffs and hauled with Infinite lgbor

over the steep tralls.
He understood now why the Turn-

linguish it, and why its usurpation by
the Turners had left such a debt of
natred to Linda. All men know that
‘he love of home is one of the few
great impulses that has made toward
clvilization, but by the same token it
has been the cause of many wars. Peor-
haps the day is coming when this love
will die in the land, but with it will

his distapt form might have been dis-
cerned from the window of one of the
lesser houses occupied by Simon’s kin.
But he was too close to the wall to
be visible from the windows of Simon’s

had expected this window to be locked.

Some way, he felt less hopeful of suc-
cess. He recalled In his mind the di-
rections that Linda had left, wonder-
ing if he had come to the wrong win-
dow. But there was no chance of a

Imistake in this regard ; 1t was the north-

erpmost window In the east wing.
However, she had satd that she would

the wind had blown it shut. For it I3
always the way of youth to hope-—as

long &s any hope is left.
leaped and he whirled to face it. Then

horror,
Then a strong man laughed grimly io

the darkness.
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As Bruce waited, his eyes slowly be-
came accustomed to the darkness. He
began te see the dim outlines of his
fellow occupsnts of the room-—fully

His heart lthese dramatics,”

'l*aAnd 1 don't particularly like velled

- ——

chalrs.

Bruce sald

At present I seem to be in

“] have no intention of saylng I'm

fzorry 1 didn't heed the threats you
lzave me before—and as to those I've
‘theard tonight—they're not golng to do

you any good, either. It is true that
rou found me in the house you OCCU-
py in the dead of night-—but it isn't
sour house to start with, What a man
;6izes by murder isn’t his.”

“I really don't see the use of ail .
coldly

'‘phone bell had wholly vanished now.

instead, stern and cour:igeous and un-

flinching.
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