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topographies very clearly,
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about this siding ten miles west of
Banta.

that the Fast Malil could get by with-
out seeing 2 ‘meet’ train on the side-
track, is it?”

up a stuomp, Jimmlie,
part of an old ‘Y’ at the mouth of =«
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Though I had been over the road
with Mr, Norcross in his private car
any number of times since we had
taken hold, I dldn’t recall the detatl

and I

So I asked Kirgan,
“Tbat siding isn’t in any sach shape

The big master-mechanic shook his

head. |

“Hardly, you'd think. I reckon we are .
That siding is

e e e i,

guich tiat runy back Into the noun
talns for muaybe a dozen miles or so
They tell me the 'Y’ was put :n for
the Tlmber Mountaln Lumber outflt.
when they used the gulch roouth for
their shipping point, They had one
of their saw-milis up in the gulch
somewhere, but the busliness died out,
when they got the timber all cut off.”

“Tell me this Mart,” I put in quick-
ly. *“The Timber Mountain company
is one of the Red Tower monopolles::
did it have a railroad track up that:

“along and get thut runaway.”

was a reformed(i:y-

. i - I T ; 12 7’ b 21 e, .. -r ‘-;'T j';t';';"I.'-';'I'Jé'?.-r!-:""':g:':&:1 ﬂ::'; ":L-I 1 ‘
k,new'the engineer by gight. His namet.- h. iy ¥ S L

| was Gorcher, and he k162 SR g
cow-punch’—with a rec'(,'fd for gettingl=§

‘out of more tight places with a heavy

traln than any other man on the divi- .:. .

slon, |
“Here’'s looking’ at you, Mr.

her Ll

_“What's that—where?” snapped Kir-1
gan, in a tone that made a noise ke |

the pop of a whip-lash.

“You know that old gravel pit that
digg into the hill a mile west of the
old ‘Y’ on the Timber Mountain grade?
Well, she’s there; plumb at the far
end ¢ that gravel track, cold apd
dead.”

“Crippled?" Kirgan rapped out.

“Not as we could see; just dead.
She’s got her nose shoved a plece
Into the gravel bank, but she ain't
off the rall.”

Kirgan nodded.
her?”

“Who elSse Saw

Kir- ﬁ L'
gan,” he said, with a sort of Happy| g
Hooligan grin on his smutty face.fzf:
“You been passin’ the ward. quiet,] =g -
among the boys to keep an eye oulpiy =508
f'r that AHantie-type that got lost IR {-ig @ .8
the shuffle, ain’t you? Well, I fmmd]-'i__f' SR

“Nobody but the boys on our traln,
I reckon.”

“All right. want

Don't spread it.

to make a little overtime?” |

“] ain’t kickin' none.” :

“That's business.

After you've had .

I
your supper, call up vour fireman sand:

report to me here at the round-house,
We'll take a light engine and go down

This seemed to settle Kirgan’s halt
of the puzzle. We hadn't taken the
gravel track ioto our calculations sim-
ply because it wasn't ijnarked on the
map we had been studying; but that
mmerely meant that the pit had been

- A EAR . A

gulch connecting wlith our ‘Y'7 . opened some time after the map had |
“Why, ves: I reckon so. I'm not been mﬂd_ﬁh |
right sure that there ain’t one there. When Gorcher had gone Into the,
and tell his |

yet.
connected from the
that, because I went in on that 'Y’
one day with the wrecker.”

But if there is, it’s been dis-: round-house to wash up
v’ TI'm sure of firemzn to report back, Klrgan and

"I crossed the yard

and headed for

town. 1 left the inaster-mechanic at

You'd think this would bave settled the door of a Greek eat-shop that he

it. But I hung on like s dog to &
root.
“Say, Mart"”

slding we're talking about I3

around where the Ten-Sixteen ought office came Into the
sy far as we ing his neck as [f he were looking for

to have met the Mall;

can tell by this map it's the only place somebody.
And the e he

track would have been a handed me a telegram, .
he stolen Mr. Chadwiek, uniler a Chicago date

where it could have met It
old gulch
mighty good hiding-place fort

“engine ! 1 ‘
“There aln't any track there,” said {ieneral Maonager's Offire,

Kirgan, shaking his head; *“or, lenst-
wise, If there Is, it hasn’t any rail con-
nectlon with our siding, just as I'n
tellin’ you. We'll have to look far-
ther along.

tr

"Bullard.

1 insisted, *thls ‘'Y’ to my plece of canned pumpkin ple
just when the kid from the dispatcher’s
grill-room. streteh- |

Somehow, I couldn't get it out ot
my head but that I was right. ©ur’
guesses all went as stralght as &

stripg to that ‘Y’ siding ten mlles west
of Banta, and I was sure that {f 1 had
heen t:alking to Mr. Van britt T could
have convinced him. But Kirgan wus
awfully hard-headed,

“It’s supper time,” he sald, after

we had wulled a while longer over

the map. “Tomorrow, if you like,

we'll take an engine and run down

But we aln't goin’ to find any-
thing. 1 can tell you that, right now.”

“Yeg, and tomorrow we may have
the new general manager, apd then
vou and I and all the others will be

there,

hunting for some other railroad tﬂ!irm-rruptinn butted in suddenly,

work on,” I retorted.

I pretty nearly had hlm over the
edge., but I couldn’'t push him the
rest of the way to save my life.

“If there was the least little scrap-a
reason even to imagine that Mr. Nor-
cross had gone off on shat stolen
eight-wheeler, it would be different,
Jimmie,” he protested. “But there
aint; and you know doggoned well
there aln't. Let's go up-town and
hunt up something to eat. You'll feel
g heap clearer In your mind when you
get a good square meal Inside o' your
clothes.”

We left the shop offices together,
and got shut out, crossing the yvard.
by a freight that was pulling in from
the west. There was a yard crew
shifting on the other side of the in-
coming train, and rather than walit
for the double obstruction to clear itself,
we walked down the shop track, mean-
ing to go around the lower end of

things.
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_Jfolot was overenrd. in” part atiteist.
“hpy. Somé hubitué of {lie place wha was:

o i
L L
et el w

A four-of> Clanaban's - men,
o ior - (Clatalan’s | me
4 Branderby,

putronized and went on up to the
I was just getting around

VWhen he got his eye on
came across to my corner and
It was from

line, and It wns addressed “Tn the
just like

were only olhe wo
were all strictly to 1@

that.  There
in it, butr they
polnt: “Whnt's gone wrong?- Wi
{x Mr., Norcross? Answer qulek.”

I saw in hulf a second at
part of what had happened. Mr,
wick was back from his Canopdian
trip, und somebody—the New Yo
people, perhups—had wired him tha
g hew general manager had been ap-

|

lenst R ,I‘ﬂ.HI‘L‘JHﬂ }'ﬂ['[L
Chad- house not one half-second too soon,

k two firemen.
t out on the tank track and were fiil-
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T must tell you that “Fruit-a-tives”

increased my appetite, gave me
more energy and better colonr, and
I have gained a lot” Miss Eva
Emond, Magog, P. Q.

When did you begin to lose your
vifality, your enjoyment of life?
When did you notice that you were
paler, thinner? Of course, you
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saw-mill track Steel,
looking at was a fresh spike holes
fresh beyond ail question of doubt
because there was a clean new splinter
of the wood sticking up beside it—=a
splinter that had been broken out
when the spike was pulled.

I took the lantern from Kirgan in

want to be your former cheery self,
bubbling over with energy and the

happiness of good heaith. But
how? _
“Pruit-a-tives” will bring back

your normal weight and agpetite;
give you the soft, velvety skin that
glows with health; restorc your
strength and vitality.

“Fruit-a-tives” will correct the
troubles that are keeping you pale
and listless and miserable, the In-
digestion, Biliousness, Constipation,
Headaches and Nervousness. _

“«Fruit-a-tives” is intensified fruit
juices, combined with tonics.

o5¢. and 50c. a box »— at dealers

®{verywhere

M

gsomething else. ahout sending & note
to somebody ut the Bullard—a note

that ‘would do the business,” was the .

way it was put.”

“That note was sent to Mr. Nor-

eross ! I broke in excitedly, taging a

running ijummp at the guess.

“If vou will wait until Branderby
comes in, he may be able to give you
more of the particulars,” Cantrell was
beginning to =ay; but good gosh!l—
I couldn't wait. I was scared stiff
for fear 1 shouldn't be able to get
bauck to the round-house before Klrgan
started out on that engine-resculng

. trip.

“That's enough,” 1 gasped; “Pm

oo Sone!” and I tumbled down the two

flights of stairs and sprinted for the
reaching the round-

Kirgan was there, with Gorcher and
They had a ligh: engine

fng her with water.
“They took Mr. Norcross with them

pointed for Ploneer Short Line. The . orer
it o whent h—jng'ﬁ quick gshot at oue an the TEll*SIKtEEI]. WwhaS all I CUU[d

otfice showed that he wasn't In
plot, and that,
(ome of him, Mr. Norcross hadn't as
vet turned up in Chicago!

(;ee! but that brought
talk—g whaling lot of It

on niore
I meant

to find out, right away, If Mr. Van

had come back from the scene
He was the man to an-
wire., But an
fnst
as I was signing the dlnner check,
The head waiter, who knew me froin
havinge seen me so often with the boss,
cors over to say that I was wanted
quick at the telephone.

It was Mrs. Sheila on the wire, and
I could tell by the way her volce
sounded that she was mightily ex-
clted.

“I've been calling 3you on every
phone I could think of,” was the way
she began: and then: “Where 18 Mr,
Van Britt?”

" 1 tuid her ahout the wreck, and =ald
[ was afrald he hadn’t got back yet.
I heard something thnt sounded like
a muffled and hulf-lmpatient, “Oh,
dear!” and then she went on. *I have
just had a phone message from Mr.
Cantrell, the editor
tatneer., He called the house to try
to find Major Kendrick., He has heuard
gsomething which may explaln about
Mr. Norcross. He suid he didn’t want
to put ‘t on the wire.” s

That was enough for me.

Britt
of a wrerk,
gswer Mr, Chadwick's

“Mrs. Macrae telephoned you?” he

asked, pushing his bunch of
per aside. ‘
“Yes; just a minute ago.”
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“I'll give you what I have, and you
may do what you please with It Oney .ieiinag the end ofthe “X2 th

i | ;.:

3 . ;
-t pection: You see, .

whatever else hiil he- knock-01

3
]

'
'
i
i
1
1
H
I
!

i

|
|
I
]

L]
&

i
!

of the Moun-:

291 go,
right over to the Mountalneef-office,”|
I told her; and In just about two
shakes of a dead lamb's tail, I was
standing at Mr. Cantrell’'s elbow in
his little den on the third floor of the
newspaper building across the avenue.

. him believe that it qaccounted for

l;thﬂ quu ‘
4yas as hard‘as nails with.a gang of,

tha B&Y and then ] guess my late electric

it got in its work to pay for
the quick sprint down {rom the news-
paper office, for 1 kecled over into

Eirgarn’s srm¢ ang gort of half fainted,
it seemed. -
Because, when I came to, right good
again, Kirgan had me up on the fire-
man's box, with an arm around 1me to

 hold me there: Billy Gorcher was on

the other side of the cab, niggling at
the throttle; and the light engine was
clicking it off about ffty miles an
hour on the straight piece of track
between Portal City and Arroyo.

CHAPTER VI
I e
‘A Close Call
‘At the “Y" siding we stopped—with-
out going on to the gravel track where
Gorcher had seen the lost 1016—and
Kirgan and I got off with a lantern.
This was because, on the way down,
1 had managed to teil the big master
mechanic about the Cantrell talk,
though I hadn’t succeeded in mﬂk;;lg
r.
Norcross’ drop-out., Just the same he
humored me by having Billy Gorcher
stop, and now he was trying to make
me take it sort of slow and easy as

we stumbled ont toward
That was Kirgan's way. He

ﬁgn;:but Lhe¢ could be as soft-hearted
as ﬁﬁjkumﬂn when a fellow
fn; And he knew.I _wgm%@ ha
myself” yet, phjrsi‘éaﬂy:"

“PDont get too much hope
mie,” he was saying, as-we b

i

-
H Fi
L

1

the “Y.” “We ain’t
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,my one good hand, and he stood therc

waiting for me while I walked on

as 1 went along. There were frosh
spike holes In some of the others:
just one here and there. Jut it wus
epough. After I had kneit (o holid

iip, Jtm- lo
nmped.|Frnm what he said, and the way he |
along ground the crooking track of
H gol’ 1o find any: It. w
| thing otit. yonder: but A rusty logglm 1RAMe.
COPY P track. and. that. -broken
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Tail com-
I've. been here .De-i.

fore, and I knpw.” L
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the lantern close to the rails of the
rusty timber track I knew my hunch
'was all right.

' “Come here, Mart!” I called, and
l’H‘hEﬂ he came, I showed him thie new
holes and new wheel-marks on

Capital #10,000,000
' Total Resources ¥230,000,000

out to the chopped-off end of the saw- .
mill track, examining the louse 1ies

the

old rusty ralls of the timber track -

that proved as clear as daylight that

‘an engipe or a train had been over

them away this slde of the rains anc
‘the snows that had rusted them.

. Kirgan didn’t say a word—not f0
sne. He just took one look at the
.~abbed rails and then yelled back fo
'GQorcher to run out on the "Y." What
followed went like clockwork, There
'were tools, a spike-puller and a driv-
‘ing-maul. on the light engine’s tencer,
‘and while the two firemen were throw-
ing them off, Kirgan mude & couple
of swift measurements with his pocket

| tape.

ordered, indicating o pair of rails in
the other leg of the *Y,” and in less
'than no time the two rails were up
'and relald to bridge the gap of the
|broken connection.

1 suppose we poked along into the
‘blnck heart of the Timber range for
'as much as five or slx miles before
the englpe hendlight showwd us the
'nemaing of the old saw-mill camp ly-
‘ing in a lttle pocket-like valley from
rtI]FJ stdes of which all the mill tiimber
'had been cut. The camp haid heen
|l:r.m:ng deserted. There were peorhaps a
dozen shacks of all sizes and shapey,
and with a single exception they were
all dilapidated and dismanticd, sowe
with the roofs falllng in.

' The one exception was the stout log

1

‘building which had probably served as
'the mill-gang commissary and store.
The ties at this end of the line were
so rotten with age that our engiue
‘was grinding & good heif of them to
powder as she edged up, and a little
below :he switch that had formerly
"led {n to the miil, Kirgan gave Gorcher
|the stop signal.

| After we had piled off, there wasn’'t
any question ralsed as ta what we
should do. Kirgan had taken a ham-
mer from Gorcher's tool-box, and he
' was the one who led the way stralght
across the little creek and up the hill
to the commissary.

When we reached the buillding we
¢ound the windows all boarded up nnd
the door fastened with a strong hasp
oaly new thing in sight. Kirganp swuig
his hammer just once and the lock
went spinning off down the slope aud
foll with a splash inte the creek. Then

he pushed the doer spen with his fne?t,
and shoved in; and for just one half-
gsecond I was afraid to follow—afraid

the stem of :at what we might find in that gloomy-

looking log warehouse, with its blinded

'windows amd locked: door,

While I was nerving myself and

was all stumbling over the threshold behind
1f “at|Kirgaa with the lantern, I heard the

and it ‘wasn’t the volce of

y

‘hoss’ voice, and |
man, not by a long shot!l

any dead
‘was trimming it up with hot ones,
it was_evident that he took.us,fo7
other’ crowd’.;that . held  been
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and :tlie: switch

b
AL |

g rmatanis iy T4 ;

e #ﬂ' S
g o A

oot 0, O A R Bl p i g

. ﬂ-l

- g el a 1] R o= = i
; ' # ‘-:r__' ! 41 ri' 4 : e
p - - i .. i pif | LR ]
X s h

“These twe, right here, boys,~ he |

and a bright new brass padleck—the |

i
|
i

L "'_.- - el
S b n i oot

[ i AR E
IR, [

A
. o T

g o DU
= b sl

. 2 " IE.-I‘ 3
—that
e

NovaScotia will make it more
quickly:and more surely realizable.

Open?eur account to-day and make
 regulardeposits. = Interest 1s added
" _h_alféi;;aﬂy.

¥
=.
-

3
- ",I.._

T
I" - e ::f' . ' o - 1 . — -
+

— — i Y —

and whot I wag !cussing out before. i

XZHAT is your life’s ambition?
‘Vs-Whatever it is be sure’of this
feady money in the form of
a savings account in The Bank of

: b= i g Bes s : _ g :}_,d l‘., % S
L : : = N
P .. o
A=Y,
5

Reserve #19,500,000

—_—_——— == — _— ————— e R p s ]

|

A R

L
the “Y" rails replaced he took hoid

The lizht of the lantern showed ug of things again with a Jjerk.

a long room, bare of furnishings, and

dark and musty |
shut up so tight. In the far end there - pit yourself,

from having been

It Wasa't the Voice of Any Dead Man.

were & couple of bunks built against
the log wall. Gm what had once heen
the counter of the commissary there
was a lot of ecanned stuff and & boxX

of crackers that had heen broken open,

‘hand,

3

and on a benc¢h by the door there was
1 bucket of water and a tin cup.
The Dbosx wiu= sitting up in one of
e bunks, il e was «till tearing off
language i sirips at us when we
¢losed on him. e recognized Kirgan
fArst, and then Goreher. 1 guess he
couldn’t =ee pe very well
I was hold'ng the lantern.
he found out who we were,
stopped swearing and got up out of
the hunk to p1it his hand on dart
Kirgan's <Louider.  That was  the
only break he made to show thar he
was a marp, Hike the rest of us.
next minute he o was  the  blg boss
awain, rapping o s orders as it he

Wohien

had just puxzbed hils desk bution (o
cail us in.
“You've got n enginge here, ITosp-

pose?’ he =nepped, at Kirgmun o hhen
we'll et out of this guiek. What day
of the weel is it?7 7

I told Lim it was ['riday,
his asking that, 1 kpew Lie must have
been so rouclly handloed that he had
lost count of time. Tihe vext order
was shot at the two tireinen.

“You bovs kick thot packing-hox to
nieces and then pull the =iraw out of
that bhunk and touch o mutech o it
We'll make cure that they'i never
ock anvbedy clse up in this d-—d dog-
hile,”

The two verne huskies obeyed the
order promptly.  In lLalf a  mihute
the dry slab ~t0fT that the hunls were

St 5

suilt of was o abiaze and  the BosS
berded us o e door, and oominite

or so later we were ol elimbing into
(e cabh of aitinr envine,

Y?i[,' Fiavel tor 771 w00 Gt
old track to the %7 L
plenty of cliance for the Poss to talk,
if Lhe bad wanted to. DBut apparently

t!;!‘ i
the

W s

by dow

vt there

he diddn't wanat to. e =at on the
tfireman’s seat, widi an arm Laok of
‘me to hold me on, iu=t a2 Kirzan had

sat on the way up, and nhever anenesd
his head exeept once to ask e what
was tire matter with my werag:ped-up
WWhen 1 told hiu he inoede no
com:ment and didn’t spenk again until
we hail stopped on the lez of the “Y"
to lot Kirgan and his three helpers

"_;*-p.ilt the borrowed rails back into pluce,

“You say it's Eriday,” be began ab-

1rupt1 Y.
JFMonday night, Jimmie?”

'“#I boiled it dewn for him Into just
“as few words as possible; about the
- Jetter le diad left for Mr. Van Britt,
“how everybody thought he had re-
1signed, hﬁﬁi-ﬁ_{m Sheila and the major |
Zyvere twu:.q__f-' tlie few who weren’t will-
ing to bé{tﬁggaé‘t, how Mr. Chadwick
“rond outfit ‘Was flopping around like o}
“chicken with’:fts head chopped off, |
Yiow Presijent Dunton had appointed |

igw'ns,and; fo wind up with, 1 slipped.
Tl e

EE
n
v

5 o
‘W

“What's been going on since

had been -t of reach, how the rafl-

e T

=85 new genernl inanager who was €x-
B T e e e diing : :
%8 pecied Noyconiany trdin, how Gorcher: ¢

e § bag: discovered’sthe-Tost 1016 on- the
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vIdirean, vouw'll want to see to get-

‘ting that dead engine out of the gravel

Tnke one of the firemen
and go to it. It's a short mile und
you can walk in. Jimmie and 1 want
to get back to Partal City in a hurry,
and Goreber will take us.,” And then
to Gorcher: “We'll run to Banta ahead

of Number Eighteen ang get orders
there. Movs lively, Billy; tlme's pre-
cious.”

We made Banta } & record clip.
While he was In the Banta wire otfice,
getting orders for Portal City, dMr. dor-
cross took the time-card out of its

"cage in the cab and fell to studyux

STNE4EER

it by the light of the gauge
Gorcher came back pretty soon with
his clearance, which gave hilm the
right to run to Arroyo ag first section
of Number Fighteen,

The boss blew up ke a Roman
candle when he saw that train order
It meant that we were to take tho

siding ut Arroyo with the freight thiu

beceause
" whieh
ho

was just bebind us, and wait there
fur the westbound “Flyer,” the “Fly.1
Lo e gine in Portal City from the c.o-l
at U:ilo, and due to leave there, culu:
ing west, at 920, I didp’t realize ul
the moment why the boss wus
<izzling wnxious to cut out the delud
wiich would be imposed on us by the
waoit ot Arrovo, but the anxiety wus
there, all right, 1

“Dilly, it's cighteen milag to Portal,
sl vou've ot twenty minutes to make
it against the ‘Flyer's’ leaving tlne,”
he ripped ont. "Can you do 1t?

Gorcher said he could, If he didu’t
have to lose ony more time getting
1is order changed,

“Let her go!" suapped the
“I'm taking all the responsibility.”

That was enovugh for orcher, und
the way we hustled out of the buanta
yard was a cautien. In exactly civrhi
minutes out of Banta we tore over the
switches at Arroyo. That left ux (el
miles to go, ard twelve minutes In
to make them. JIt was easy.
A vardman let os in on the spur uf

=

Fyia=r.

Cthe entil™wf the headquarters bullding,

The .

off in half a
dlopng wiln me, Jimmie,
comimnanded  quitkly, and T ceunldo’t
Longine why e was in such a teaning
Lurry,  I'ushing tlrough the platiuiti
crowd, made up of people who were
geltineg off the *Flyer” and those who
viere waiting to get on, he led the wuy
stiiight upstiira to our offices.

jify.

5

av] the Doss was

(ol R

Of caurse, there was nobody there

that timoe of night, and the place
all durk until we switched the
clovtries on.  There was a little lava-
tory off the third room of the %uite,
and Mr. Norcross went in and wished
his faee and hands. In a minute or
(wwo he came out, put on his office
coat, opencd up his desk, lighted a
cigar and «at down at the desk us
though he hind just come in from a

il

Wl

Jate dinner at the club, And stcill he

Cenme bhulging in,
ccoat nun his arm, and ‘his tan gloves

|

e

Tola disused ‘prayeliplt teack 'a mile be-

2Mr - Chadsrick’s telegrant’. which f

had me guessing.

The guess didn’'t have to wait long.
While I was making a bluff at uncoyv.
ering my typewriter and getting ready
for business there was a heavy -~trp
in the hall, and a red-faced. portly
gentleman with fat eyes and litite-
close-cropped  DEnglish  side-whislkeis
fie had a light 1op-

wege an exact match for-his spats.

“Good evening,” he sald, nodding
sort of brusquely at the boss. "I'm
looking for the general ‘manager’s oi-
fice.”

“You've found
crisply.

The tan-gloved gentleman looked
first at me and then at Mr. Norcross.

it,” said the boxs,
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