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a very loving smile, “and the few he '
likes you, child;

but he can be terribly determined at
times, and the death eof that poor CHAPTER XIV.

“We have been expuecting you,” she

says, in a pecullarly slow, sweet
voiee: ‘‘but—we did not qilite expect
vl this!” Then she drugs et vyes

away from the giri's {real loveliness
and looks at madamv with o sonse of
reproach in  her nianner, ohl
madame, this 18 Very hard on us.
lahe savs, plaintively.

sMoua.ne laughs and leeads thee

Duchess a step or WO further (o
where a lively looking brunette s
tengaged in a seemingly warm alglils

ood dea!. With a (iiieh
i
it is Kl.
Al ot

S
ik
A A
h'lfl']_".

The pretty bruncite had mven wuy

in the lively discussion, and had cell-
tered her attentton ofl the aDDraadcit:

ing madame and ber companion. She
now makes a steDd foirward.
“It I8 voale says, hositating,

and smiling at the Duchess.

“Norah,' replics madame, amitlityg

100. Then looking at her nlecy
“Noral, this is Nancy Blake: [ bops

u and she will be cood friends.”

“Madame's hopes are cur Liws,
says the Honorable Naucy. apid i Gk
Norah, who responde to s sonibee and

i s

rift is standing behind her
sipiat

young man has had time to
very brilliant color and lose it azat,
in a rather remarkable degr e v 1iihe

‘l the Duchess has been making ber wuy

up to the room. <“ho herselld prows
faintly pink now as sh¢ spraks 1o
him.

“How d’ve do, Otno?" says 1o
rather demurely.

Lord Kilgariff accepts the hand =he
holds out, rather nervously,

«“This is an unexpected Lieetitig,
he stammers, somewhat baldly,

‘AN unexpected pleasure,  YOu
might have saild,” suggests Miss
Blake with mischievous reproach in
her t¢ne.

“How s it yon are hoepe 270 aslios
Norah, wlo is very little crmbarrass-
ed. ‘“‘You never told me thiat Nuad
knew my aunt.”

‘1 think it arose more froy the
fact of my knowing her,” says Minn

young man, his agent, still rankles in Once in
%tiﬂ ey i THEI‘E El.;r:tah -I?ﬂutte;iingss iﬁ !mughtnragf:ils t{?:tﬁgf;:h’l:?agygﬁgi Blake, with a little abrug. =L, ]
e very alr we breathe, warning 3 the
every breeze. It is in terror I seek Eie:;f u:?; Sgaia:gen?: wn?;:p;g?iﬁhi;
my bed at night; 1 searcely know rich subdued glow, out of whiﬂhqne a fancy to him.” Kilgariff el
what it is I dread, yet fear OVeI-igace glone looks clearly. Hys face:
Denis! After one rapid glanice: the
eruel paln of her heart grows easler,
as instinct tells her it is not Kather-
b as ine to whom he is speaklng-in ‘that
calm smiling fashion.
Meantime, madame has led her up
to a coucli drawn somewhat apart,
on which a pretty, aristocratic-look-

!
' Lord Kilgarriff on the Riviera soml

weeks ago, and,”” calmly, “took guitt

“Y happened to mention bl nud.w to
Madame Delaney on iuy returtn. nd
she instantly remembered  that  his
father, or great-zrandsire, or sones
 body belonging O him, had opcoe
been the bosom tricnd of hier pooyl
g0 she asked him here, and ovut ol t]ie
goodness of his heart he accepted ~he

invitation. V’la tout.”
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