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NIGHT 129  shunned habitations and avoided a vil-

direct with the chance of being seen.

the passing of time, that I neared my
'goal. To gain the private door by
which I escaped and by which 1 in- |
' tended to return I had to cross in froat !

' bearing torches.

“It didn’t keep the prisoner who died

Sam Henson‘l

yesterday,” said bis companion. “He

was lying on the bank, a sorry sight

mn;h." :
| Presently all five mounted and rode '
slowly up the path, and I crept through |
again, Perbaps |
should have been safer had I stopped |
where I was, but inaction was impos-
sible. Besides, hunger and thirst were
prompting me. A few berries might

the underwood
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Physician and Surgeon

PALERMO
Office and residence in Roadside Inn.
Phone Bronte 8-r-2.
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from.
Moderate. Main St. West

be found and a stream. 1 must have
wandered far out of my way, for [
came suddenly upon a small clearing. |
L hut built of stout logs was there,
lﬁd before it was an old woman fac- | ggide. This was no time to give way.
Ing half a dozen horsemen.

“You've searched,” she was saying. | to act and to act quickly.
. “There’s not a hole where a man could | 4
e concealed. What have I to do with |
your fighting?” |

“You have seen no man pase thls
———————— | SYay today.”

“No.
‘was shut.”

“Mark you, dame, there is a man
ﬂndeﬂn‘ in these woods, and he’ll
'lnnt food. Maybe he’ll ask you for |
If you give it this but will be
Were he your son

I was within, and the door

without an owner.
even you should not escape!”’

| “Maybe not, but I'd chance that and
give him food if’—

' The horseman muttered a threaten-
ing oath, turned and left the old wo-
man standing at her hut door.
soon a8 they were out of sight she
shook her fist at them. The action
made me wonder if I conld trust her.
Within the hut doubtless were food
and drink, and both I sorely needed;
perbaps, too, a corner where 1 could
rest a little. ®

She stood at the door for a few mo-
ments and then came to the side of |
(| the hut to pick up a bundle of sticks. |
‘It was risky, but I was almost faint.
ing for want of food. |

Holding up my hand in warning, I’
stepped into the clearing. She saw me |
and let the sticks fall, but she did not
utter a sound.

“They are for the king,” I whispered.
“I am for the princess. Who is your
son for?” :

“The princess.” ;]

She beckoned me to follow her, and
I entered the but.

| days, and when it was found that yoo

might have
but now enjoyable a8
of an epicurg, and then d het
garbled version of my  story,
mufh in particulats, Hl ‘wanting h
i

“You're a brave man,” she paid, “My
son would have
brave man toe.-
your wounda.. Livingin the woﬁ, we
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8o, for bhe Is a
me look at

Now iat

S8he could not have used me moﬂ
tenderly had I been her son, In the
| midst of her work she stopped mlllon-
ly. She had gquick:ears

“They are returping.”

“Good mother, give me some weap- .
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on and my Iitn shall stabd between
them and you.”

"There is a better wnr.
“Cnma. with Il.-

stay her. You were in danger, she
sajd, and that was an all sufficfent rea-

son for her going.
“Did Vasca persuade her to set out if he had not actually falled

had clearly shown: that lt,m not
ready to follow me blindfold.
. We went sllently through the uamp
We passed Vasca’s tent and hear@ the
sound of feasting within.' It struck me
that there was a lack of discipline
throughout, and anxiety for the
future would bave -
not the thuught that I was to see Daria
again thrown ‘all other thoughts into
the corners of my bpain. - ;!
The tent was well
priest went in and In & few moments
returned. I entered alone. . .
Daria had risen to greet llt A.n
‘the curtain of the tent fell behind me

e
to the’ rea '

n  ber—whethet to be.all e woman or
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cealed in the wood. The woman told
me which path I should take to reuch
the open country toward my destina-

tion, and she provided me with a short J

dagger, the only weapon she had.
I was In the princess’ country, but |

lage as the plague. | went carefully
day and night, keeping to the woods
as much as possible, choosing to make
& roundabout journey rather than go

It was on the sixth or perhaps the
seventh day, for I took little heed of

of the camp and climb the opposite hill

spur. No sentry disturbed me. Only a

light here and there was visible. Some-

thing bad happened, If a large part of
her army had deserted, which would|

' explain why the king’s troops hnd,
wandered unchallenged over the coun-

try, the sooner the princess and 1 set
out to find the exit from Drussenland
the better.

I found the secret door and opened
itt. With my dagger in my hand I

' groped my way along the dark pas-
‘sages, pnot certain of my direction.
There was not a sound. The pulnce:

seemed deserted, and my heart failed
me. At last I came to the corridor in'
which the princess’ rooms were. There

' was no light in it, not a sound. |
' stood still and listened. Not a sound—
- yes, a little sound, the slight creak of

armor. Friend or foe, he was too near
the princess for me to wish to avoid

'bim. 8o I went forward, taking no
| further care to step lightly.

“Who goes?”

“A friend.”

“That name may stand for a foe
now,” he answered,.

I heard bim strike a door with his
sword. It was the princess’ door, and
at his summons two men came out |

“Verrall!” one exclailmed. *“You come
too late, I fear.”

“Too late!”

‘“The princess 1s gone.” |

“Gone! Where?'’

“Toward Yadasara.”

“To her death!” [ cried, and 1 put
out my arm to\ the wall to support my
self. /

CHAPTER XVIIL

E hel@ out his arm for me to.
lean'upon. Doubtless.I look
ed a sorry figure, earth stain |
ed and In rags; but, almosf

brusquely [ fear, [ pushed his arm

to fatigue or despair. It was the tim

“My watch is over,” said the knight |
“l walited only for you. You look

| spent, Sir Verrall. 1 will send for fo0s

and wine.”
One of the mldiem left us: the other

led us into the princess’ apartments.

He knocked out his torch and remain-

ed in the anteroom. The knight and

I passed into the chamber I knew so

well.
“Tell me all,” I entreated.
‘“You had promised to go in three

had departed secretly reaction came
im favor of the priests and of Vasca.

At the street corners men talked

treachery. To Sir \Walen and others
whom she trusted the princess told

the reason and the manner of your
going. It was wise to be secret doubt:

less, but it gave great occasion te

your enemies. The princess threaten-
ed to treat those who murmured with

the greatest severity. No one could

1
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“QUICK; THEY ARE AT THE DOOR.”

"th The time m not ripe.”
“She ;llked not Im ldﬂca," ‘he went
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is forgotten.
cry, “To arms!”’

made his peace,

arms!

palace.

- with loyalty.

wine.

sword |s
now,” [ said.
gates in half an hour.”
So at midnight we rode from the
gates. Btrange that after - running
away from Yadasara [ should so ea-
gerly ride toward it again.
It was toward sundown that we
found the camp, pitched in a place sur-
rounded by thick woods, and it was
fortunate that our coming happened
upon a point where friends were or
we might have been Intentionally mis-
taken for the enemy.
[ thought it well that my pmanco.. safe place for you?’
in the camp should not be generally .
known until 1 had seen the princess. put double courage Into
So, entering a tent, I sent to ask Jasar
and Walen to come to me:
would know better than 1 could who
was to be trusted and who not 1 told
Walen Vasca was a vlllnh. lut he did
' not belleve me,
Turning to Jasar, 1 asked when I
'could see the princess alone.
“When you will,
“her tent again tonight.”
“Then 1 will come now.”
Walen left us, and his manner trou-
bled me. To him more than to any |

‘other knight I looked for support, and
me

—_ e e e e — - — —
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This famous household
cleaner and disinfectant
1s now made in Crystal
Flakes instead of powv-
der. Itisthe best hnuse-
hold lye on the market.
Use it for cleaning
and disinfecting sinks,
closets, drains, etc.;
destroying vermin:
softening water; mak-
ing soap;cleaning floors,
greasy pots and pans,
etc.; removing paint,
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Avoid inferior and dan-,

gerous substitutes. Get
the genuine article in
cans as reproduced be-
low.

for vengeance—there was no mercy in *
VWhen she spoke it was another '
volce than herl. bard as a man’s in
passion.” :

“And Vasca?

“He applauded her prompt action.
‘Now that we know the danger to him
who is risking bhis life for Drussen-
land what private rivalry there has
 been. between us is past, is nothing, '
With your highness [ |
The princess gave |
'him her hand, and the color came | does not appear wonderful. It seems

back into her cheek. 80 the count | Batural that you should come to me

In my deepest anxiety I have felt that |
'is reason enough why I cannot re-

' turn. There 1s no happiness behina
us. Only by conquest can I hope to
make the Drussenlanders fespect you.
Courage, my knight. The blood leaps
too warmly through my veins for me
to fear. We shall not fail. In Yada-
sara did you find the key of Drussen-
land ?”

into a loyal subject.”

“Heaven grant it so!
the foulest treachery afoot, 8ir Knigh

that the time was ripe.”

“We feared treachery, Sir Vecrall,
~but we were pqwerless except to fol- |
- low the princess. Of those who swore |
to protect her I alone am here.
was Jasar who suggested that I should
- wait for you.” *

“Who is with you that yon can
trust?’

“A dozen men.
wine; you need them,” said the knight.
“Tell me how deep Is the treachery.”

“So deep that death grips bands
In Yadasara there are |
~many for the count. In Yadasara Lady
- Aldrida attempted my Hfe.
~ago at least | escaped from the city.
" You may judge what truth there was
in the messenger the count brought to
the princess.

“Let me change these rags for armor
and we will go,” | cried, draining the
[t put new strength in me.
“Every man who wields a

e R e
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. happiness must not make
me forgetful. My darling, peril is at
our door.”

“1 fear nothing—now,” she answered.

And [ kissed her for the pause she
made bLefore the last word

“Do you remember why you are
here?”’ 1 asked.

“l bhad almost forgotten.”

“You are on your way to Yadasara
to rescue me.”

“And now you have come. Yet it |
|surely. you may misjudge the count.

. Since you are here the reason for this
' expedition 1s gone, but your presence

All night the town
rang with preparation. Men, aye, and - your life and mine were one.

women, too, shouted jubflantly: “To | Clinton, in your country women may,

On toward Yadasaral’ The , ' not speak their hearts so. Forgive me

day dawned leaden gray, with a swish | ')\ my confession sounds strange to you ¢
of fine rain, yet a gleam of sunlight
shone as the princess came from the all time; there seems no sin In telling
She rode, a warrior {in eom- |
plete steel, and a shout rang loud and |
high at her coming.

but love bas come to me once and for

With her hand in mine I told her
I warrant the all, not exaggerating, yet not making

sight of her turmed many a traitor . too light of my perils, for love glowed
| brighter in her eyes as [ told the

But there s | story. She loved me more for what |
t. 1 had endured and grasped my hand

That captive was no captive, but a | tightly as I recounted Lady Aldrida’s

messenger proclaiming to the count attempt upon my Mfe, the fight on the |
' stairs, the fall from the city wallsand

' the struggle with the dead man in the
river. I finished and waited for her to
speak. -

“You would have me
kinsman, Count Vasca,
of villains7” she sald.

“] bave told you what is said of
- bim in Yadasara, common talk over
Here are food and ! every flagon of wine.
who sent
king.”

“He cannot be so great a traitor.”

“Think you be would have devised
this expedition (o sare me?
a greater enemy in Drussenland than
Count Vasca? He loves you.
loves, you are far
than as the princess he pays homage |
Once he has betrayed you,
are a princess no longer.
he could make terms with the wom

believe
the greatest

I belileve It was

[.Lady Aldrida to the |

Have [ |
Ten days
AS the |

woman he more

He believes +

“It Is unlike you, Clinton, to make
necessary to the princess' a man out so vile as this.” '

“Let me learn that I have wronged
him and on my knees I will ask his
I returned.

look at the place where you are en
Would any leader

loyal

“Have your men by the

pardon,” “Why, Darlia,
camped tonight!
choose such a position?”
“Indeed, he gave me many reasons
for doing so.”
“Speaking lies, Daria.” |
“Hush, Clinton, he is my kinsman.”
“Heo is your worst enemy—a treach- fled?”
erous friend. Why should he so urge

- your coming? Is the thick of battle a | carefully.”

“I command, Clinton.
the men.”

“Into loyal men. Your damp is ful)
They. | of men who are not loyal.”’
“I will not belleve that.”|
“You must belleve it, Dafla. Would

She will not leave |

S
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Why Waste Money Dally'

Of all farm machines, the
cream separator is the.one 1
on which you can take no
chances, for the smallest of

Cream losses soon mount
into dollars.

The Melotte has been the
farmers’ best friend for over
30 years. It is the machine
with suspended bowl and
enamelled bowl casing.
Hanging naturally on a ball-
bearing spindle, the bowl i is
perfectly balanced, and is

guaranteed easier to turn
and to wear lon
other.

On account of the recent ad-
in raw materials,
impossible to guarantee present
low prices for any definite time. Aave you seen

it is

the wonderful

guarantee with every LISTER

MILKER

criptive Simplicity

Itself!

| that our sarety allowed me to fling a
challenge to the count to prove his
' homesty. I cannot; the treacherv i3
| too widespread, and, with I{nxidious
words, he has lulled your suspi fons
even as he has those of some of your
| most loyal knights. That messenger
who came to you came with a lle unon
his' lips. Sir Walen almost quarreled
with me when I accused the couunt,
and you. my dear one, doubt me.”

*No, Clinivu, do not say that: but,

llNo.H'
“We may have to seek it together.”
“Would that we could start the quest

tonight.”

“We have not falled yet,” she an-

swered. “I will send for Sir Walen at
' once.”

She gave her orders sharply. It was

wonderful how easily she became the
princess.

“If there Is danger we wl!ll at least

be ready for it,” she sald.

Bir Walen came, and Jasar was also

admifted to the conference at my sug-
gestion.

“You know what Sir Verrall fears.”

she sald to Walen when he had named
' the eompanies he could trust. *We
thlnk his anxlety for our safety out-
'runs bis judgcment, but 1f it is so {t
is a faunit well founded in loyalty. We
must be prepared. Sir Walen, you
will at once sce that these companies
are drawn together. They will form
one wing of our advancing army,
'whiech you and Sir Verrall will com-
mand. It will be for you to protect
- our person. See to our command at
once.”

Sir Walen bowed and left the tent.
“Jasar, send a messengcer to the

count and bid bim come to us. Stay.
Can he know that Sir Verrall has re-
- turned ?”

“Ne, your highness.”
“Then send to him. Say nothing of

- 8Sir Yerrall.”

“Y¥hat are you going to do?’'l asked

| when Jasar had left us.

“l am taking your advice and pre-

- paring for danger. Arc you not satis-

“It would be well to treat the count

“I wish to give him my tastructions,

That should that is all. You shall hear them. Go
'in here.”

She lifted the canvas that covered a
small apartment of the tent, and I
' went In.

(TO BE CONTINU I
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67 years of growth

INCE 1855 the history of The Bank of
Toronto has been one of constant expan-
sion of banking service to meet the

growing requirements of the public. These

comparative figures of loans and investments
are an indication of the s&rvme rendered to

Canadian business _throu,

helpful methods of this

- the sound and

‘The

h,‘ ".FM'.I

Reld o8t 16

You mH get a fn’

- Loans .md

Yeu Investments
1357' & 8 103 0?3
1862 | l,a95 472
1872 . ﬁ& 5,524,075
1882 7,156,661
1892 11 008,794
1902 | ru.m 925
1912 | 48126011
1917 ?37 340
l’ﬂ 30,546
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