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5 e - | —to wit, the feb pocket of the white

1:.1 “: g walstcoat—he found a smull gold

] 14 1 matchbox packed tight with wax es-

: v las and, benatlng himself for crass

_ . ._{ stupldity— he had saved a deal of time

Arghar Hiimer, Oakvitie: | 8Nd trouble by thinking of this befoure

Frazer. Campbellvilie: | - lighted the candle.

As {ts golden flame shot up with
scarce a tremor, preyed upon by a per-
fectly excusable concern, he bent to
¢ .amine the man's countenance. The
arm which bad partly hidden it had
fallen back Ioto s natural positlon. It
was a young face that gienmed pallid
In the candlelight, a face unlined, a
lfttle vapid and insignificant, with fea-
P tures regular and neat, betraying few
characteristics other than the purely
pegative attributes of a character as
yet unformed possib!ly unformable.
| much the sort of face thnt he might
have expeeted to see. rememnbering
those thin apd pouting lips that before
Lad Impressed him. Its owner was
probably little more than twwenty. In
his attire thee was n suspicion of n
fop's precisepess, aside from its accl
dental disarray.

“1 can't make Dim out at al''” de-
cared Kirkwood.
perating, the jocongruity of the boy’s
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bad removed in the search for matches

. —the matchbox, a few silver coins, a

bulky sovereign purse, a handsome

jplliﬂ gold watch, and so forth, But ere
he concluded he was aware that the

boy was conscious; that his eyes, open
and blinking in the candlelight, were
upon bim.

They were blue eyes—blue and shal-
low as a doll's and edged with long,
ine lashes. Intelligence of a certain
degree was rapidly informing them.
Kirkwood returned their questiouing
glance, transfized in Indecision. Hils
primal impulse to cut and run for it
was gobe. He bad nothing to fear
from this child, who could pot prevent
his golng whenever be chose to go,
while by remaining he might
chauce worm from bhim something
about Dorothy

“You're feeling better?' lle was al-
lnust surprised to hear bhis own voice
jrut the guery.

“1-1 tbink so. Ow, my head.
you vhap, whoever yoll are, what 9
happeued? | want to get up.” ‘The
Loy added peevishly, “Help a fellow,
culb't you

“Yoeuhve hiad a vasty fall,” Kirkwood
cheserved evenly, passing an arnmn be
neath the boy's shoulder and belping
Lifin to a sitting pousition Do youSge-

meniber s’
The other snutbed childishily and

scrubbed across the floor to rest his
back agalust the wall.

“\Why-y. | remember fallin’, and
then | woke up, and It was all dark,
and my head achin’ fit to split. ] pre-
sume | went to sleep again. I say.
what're you doin’' bere?”

Instead of replying Kirkwood lifted
a warning finger.

*“Hush!” he sald tensely, alarmed by
noises in the street. *“You don’t sup-
pose’ '~

He had been conscious of a carriage
rolling up from the corner as well as
that it had drawn up (presumably) be-
fore a nearby dwelling. Now the rat-
tle of a key in the hall door was star-
tlingly audible. Before he could move
the door itself opened with a slam.

I say,

Kirkwood moved toward the stalr- , ~ antiphonal « horus.

head and drew back, with a cry of dis-
“Too late,” he told himself bit-

terly. His escape was cut off. He

could run upstairs and hide, of course,

but the boy would inform against bim

and—

He buttoned up his coat, settled his
hat on his head and moved near the

candle, where it rested on the floor.

" One glimpse would suffice to show bim

‘'the force of
move of his foot put out the light;

the intruders and one

then—perhaps—hbe might be able teo
rush them,

Per- pboth hLis awmusement and perplexity.

beard volices down below, und the doot |

banged. and somebody began hammier
in’ like fun on the knocker "

The boy paused. rolling an embar
rassed eve up at the stranger.

“"Yes, ves, dear!” Mrs. Hallam urged
bim on.

uuquestionably ullles.

“"Why, I-1 made up my mind tn cu. :

my stick—let whoever it was =8 nn
on the stairs, you know. 1Yt he fol |
lowed me and struck e, and 1then |
Jjumped at him, and we bhoth fe!ll dow
the whole flight. And 1hat’'s all e
gldes, my hend’'s achin’ lise every
thing "

“But this mau" —

AMrs. Hallam jovked un at Kirkwood
who bowed silently, struzgiing to lide

“You, Mr. Kirkwoud!™

Aprnin *hﬂ bowed, grinning awry,

Nhe rose suddeunly.  “You will b
gvod cuough to explaln your presence
bere,” she tuformed Lim, with danger-
Oous serenity,

“1o Le frank with you”—

I advise that course,
wood.”

“I'hutks, awfly. 1 c¢ame lere balf
an hour ago lovking for a Jost purse.
full—well, not quite fuil of sovereigus
It was my purse, by the way.”

Suspicien glinted llke foxtire in the
cold green eyes beneath her puckered
Lbrows, 1 do not understiand,” she
said slowly apd n leve! tones

“I dido’t expect you to,” returned
hirkwood. “No wore do L. But, aoy-
wi v, It must be cleuar to vou that I've
d:sre tny bexst for this gentleman here.”
He paused, with an lnterrogative lift
of hiis ¢vebrows,

"“I'his gentleman’ s my son. Fred.
erick Huallamy. But you will expdain”—

“I'nrdon me, Mrs, Hallam: @ slll
explaln nothing at present. Jermit
me tuo point out that your position here
- Hke mine —i8, to say the least, apown.
alvus.” The random stroke thl as
be could tell by the fnstant contraction
of her eves of a cat. It would be best
to defer explanaticons til} a more con
venjent tlme, doea't you think” ‘Then,
If you like. we can chant contider vs
Just now
tour - or--x%an0 s npot enjoving himself
apphiirentiy, and the attention of the
pollce hud best not be called to this
bouse too often in one nfght.”

His lexity seemwned to displease nand
perturb the woman, She turned from
him, with an impatient movement of
her shoulders.

“Freddie, dear, do you feel nbile to
walk 77

“Eb? Ol I dare sayv—1 don't know
Wonder would your friend -ah—Mr
Kirkwoad, lend me an arm ¥

“Charmed.” Kirkwood

NMr. Iirk-

dectared

Below a brief pause had followed guavely, "if you'll take the candle, M«

must have been poticed.

heels on

eyes and over her brows, edging her

eyes themselves with brilliant light be-
neath their dark lashes, showing her
lips straight and drawn and shimmer-
ing upon the spangiles of an evening
gown, visible beneath the dark cloak

which had fallen back from bher white,

“beautiful shoulders.

CHAPTER X1
RS. HALLAM!” cried Kirk-
wood beneath his breath.
The woman figoored bls
existence. Moving swiftly

irresolute, unde-

the noise of the door, as If those euter f{allam." X
Ing were standlog,
cided which way to turn, but abruptiy confusion.
enough the glimmer of candlelight {ng.”
Kirkwood'fnce, ghe ran quickly upstafrs to the
 heard a hushed exclamation, a quick gecond floor, taking the light wi‘h her

the parquetry, Its glow faded from the wnlls above

pattering feet oo the stairs, all but and Kirkwood surmised that she bad

' drowned by swish and ripple of silken entered the front bedchamber.
'skirts, and a woman stood at the head somc moments he could hear her morv-
'of the flight—to the American an ap- ing about.
' parition profoundly amazing as she aond bumped on the floor, as If n heary
fpaused, the light from the floor cast- bit af furniture bhad been
ing odd, theatric shadows beneath ber

“One moiwent” she fntprpngﬂdd in
“I won't Keep Yo walt
And, passing, with ag averted

For
Once something srmppdt

moved

wouldn't.”
Now be was sure that she had been
searching for the giadstone bag. That

evidently was the Lne of contention

Calendar had sent bis daughter for n
Mrs. Hallam ber son Dorothy bad
been successful But. on the other

hamnd, Calendar auvd Mrs. HHallam were

\Why, theun—
“Where Is it, Mr. Kirkwood 7
- *Madam, bave you the right 1n

' know 7'

Through another lengthening pause
while they faced each otber Le wmark-
ed agaio the curious contraction of her

underlip.

“l bave the right,” she declared
steadily. “Where is it?”

“"How can | be sure?”

“Then you don't know!”

“Indeed,” he iunterrupted, *1 would

be glad to feel that 1 ought to tell you

what | know.”

“What you know!™

The exclamation, low spoken, more
an echo of her thoughts thap intended

 for Kirkwood, was accompanied by a

little shake of the womanp’s bead, inute
evidence to the fact that she was be
wildered by his finesse. And this de
lighted the young man beyond meas

“ure, making him feel himself master
-of a difficalt situation.

The woman would have led again.
but young Hnllam cut o noue too

. courteously:
"1 say, mamma, it's no good stand .
in’ here palaverin® like a lot of flats

Besides, 1'm awf'ly knocked up. l.el's
et home and bave it out there”
Instantly his mother softened.

poor boy! Of course we'll go.”

A® they passed out Kirkwood shut
the door, and at the same mmoment the
limle party was brought up standing
by a gruff and authoritative snmmous

“Just a minute, please. you there!”

“"Aha! sald Kirkwood to hiwself
“I thoughbt so. And he halted in uuv
feigned respect for the burly and I
pressive figure, garbed 1o bilue e
brass, barring the way to the eur
riaige.

Mrs., Hallnm showed
for the obstructionist., The assutne
hauteur and Impatlence of her pose
wnere nrtfully reflected In her votee as
she rounded upon the bobly with i
Indignant demancd, “What s the uwean
ing of this, ofticer®”

“Preclsely what | wanpts to kuow
man,” retyrned the man, unylelding
beneath his respectful attitude.  ~I'n
obiliged to nsk yvou to tell me what von
were (doing in that "ouse.  And what:
the mtter with this ‘ere gentlewnn ™
he uwadded, with n dublous stare o
young Hallam's bandaged head ati
rutupled clothing.

“Perhaps vou don’t understand.” od
ntitted  Mres Haollum  sweetly ¥l
course -] see--jt's  perfectly ' natural
The bouse has been shut up for sope
time and™” —

“Thnnk you, ma'am, that's just it
There wias something wrong golng o
early In the evening nand 1 was ol
to heep un eyve on the premises. |t
duty, ma'am. I've got my report t
make ™’

“I'he house,” sold Mrs. Hallam, witt
the lon et ttlence of oue elu
cldating a perfectly plaln pyv.; sitioe
to 1 lwing of a lower order of Intelld
gence, ls the property of my son
Arthur IPrederlck Burgoyne Hallan
of Cornwail, This s —

“Beg pardon, ma'am, but ] was toh
GGeorge Burgoyne of Coro

“My

less deferend

(‘olote]
wall’ —

“Colonel Burgovne died some ting
pgo My son Is Lis bhelr. This is my
son  He came to the house Lhils even
Ing to get some property he desire

and. It geems. tripped on the stairs anc,

f¢ll unconscious. | became worrie
abwit him and drove over, aceon
rnied by mys friend Mr Kirkwood

The polbvman looked his troubiles
tate of mind and wageged a doubtfy
head over the case
duty, nnd there was, opposed to it 1l
faict that all three were gnrbed In th
Hrery of the well to do

At leneth, turning to the driver,
demanded recennved and noted]l in hi
memorandum book the ticense nule
of the equipiage

“I1t's a very
he npologrized
It against mwe.
my duly’ —

“And safeguard our property.
are perfectly justitted, ottcer”™

“*Thank vou. ma'nin. And nould o
mind giving wme vour enrds, please, al

gnusnnl ecase. maane
] fupes you won'l ol
I'ih only tryving to d

Yot

There was hi -

Ll L, T =
- _ama

“One more lnp rouhd the track'” mused they cannot reach the seat of the dis-
Rirkwood. “Wo next €ase. Catarrh is a 904 or constitution.
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10 10 . | you
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s direction, Ecclee 'gcts directly mls tﬁ'ﬂl'-ﬁl’ﬁggtﬂar:;t?lt:':;uc‘?}l_‘:hi
the smokivg room. surfaces. Hall's Caflitrth Cure 15 not .
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comfourts and thretw himself cuirelessly
Into a heavily padded Lnoging chalr
dropping one kned cver the other and
lighting the Iasf of his cxpensive
cigars wihh o _ﬂ'p#ﬁﬂ[iﬂll of nndiluted
gratitude, as one ‘T”“”"” Lo st in the
sbadow of a grefit rock 1o 2 Weary
land. He was vepy sicopy , ; : -
Through the IILII-:, obr the stairs ‘;“;‘:hinﬂalls Fﬂ.ﬂlif}? P“'!“h el
there were hurrvings nnd RCUCT inge '__ o - h
of feet and skirts] confused with mur - |
muring voices. Presently, in ap ad
joining room, P'fllip Kirkwocd heard
a maldservant Mrextling hopefully

with that most iTHEjIPI‘:Hng of mod

*Oh, Frpddie's%dﬂﬁﬂg well ez
Freddie.” she expliiged. ‘has o dco
cate constitution gD has seen it
the world.  Such ®elodran. us ¢,
night's is apt to sbﬂi‘k hith <evere
We must make af}ln'ﬁnfﬁumm. A} 8 S ANPRATR
wood. 1 think,” ﬁ!lﬂ’-‘;;[“_ﬂilhl delibserte .
“that it s time Wfﬁvﬁiimg Foran e
standing

Kirkwood agredd=**Yes ' .M.l «

“l purpose belu@ Perfect!y ~1raf.'
Later & butler éutered the room, ¢ forward. To beglmwith, | (.0t p1o .
short and sturdy Fellow | extremely 11 ¥ou, Mr, Kil‘lsWOl}ﬂ. You ave o0 ourn
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parting the infofmation that *Mrs “l think 1 nmagalay claie o oo
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wood might carei for a bit of sup sceing things som@ Metle fri:ies
per.” | his own part “ﬂuidﬁ?‘z ERSe Ll o ] ey
“Please thank hlrr-:. Hallam for me’  wefe ta oot U“*‘%L}E&irﬂi." ey e
Kirkwood's gratitled eyes ranged the Mreso Hallam. 1 888 the [ieo-nre of

laden tray  There were sandwiches roeetlong bim only Stlils aftern.

Diseult, eheese :Hu'l 1 pot of black cof She  hnitfed h'ﬁi'ﬁéﬁi—i‘lﬂ‘--‘* e

fee with sugor et cream. It wa- stafetnent h J“

very kindly thongziht of 7 he added, a1 assure }:ﬂﬂt I8 the ! 7 b
“Very cowd sir ek vou, sir” lauzhied, 4

The  qunn tutnewd 100 wo, shaffliug “"But 1 really ﬂﬁ.ﬂ:i"tﬂu]rrw.-..l_
seundiessiy o Rarkdoooad o was suddenly

ern time saving dpvices, the telephons
as countenanced By our English cous
ins. Her patienceé and determinatior
won his ufrqlrnr:ll.% it availed nothing
for her purpese 'In the outcome the
‘telephone trinmp]:r:], and the malg
cave up the unmiitunl conlest.
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