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outr imethods, What we say s sub-
stantiated by the evidence or our stock.
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bevond dispute
most at a glance,

The argument of genuine values 18
every bit as plain.  Our plan keeps out

everything doubitful.

The argument of low
comes to clinch the matter,
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own gain there is nothing left to do but
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believing.
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l iender, the sergeant major, lay dead

lad he was—a couple of yards from us
suddenly jumped from his belly ou to
bis knces :nd callet out quite loud -~
seened 1) e he'd ot a sort of panie-
Mille lvud he called out. ‘Sheepskins
sheepskins” [ jumped myself, and 1
saw the colonel start. But. by Jove, it
was true! When you took a sniff, you
could smell them. Of course | don't
mean what the better class wear. You
couldn’t have smelled the tunic our
lamented prince wore nor the one the

kind of smile. He didn’t hesitate then;
be juniped up. erying: “To the barges,
to the barges! Follow me!

“We all followed. It was just as

safe to go with him as to stay where  vitch
youa were, We mnade a dash for it and .

got to the bank of the river. Then they
rose out of the ditch In frout of us—
id they were at us behind., too—with
v} now. They daren’t shoot for fear
o hitting their own people In our

cront. But the iden of a knife In your

the water. As (hey started to ride back

to Volsenl the first sank. The second

was soon to follow It b
“We have done our work.” sald Luko-

And Sophy answered, "Yel."
But Stafnits’'s men had not carried
the _body of their commander back

They left 1t In the bam, cursing him

for the trap he had led theui Into.
Iater In the day the panic stricken

lock keeper stole out from the cellar

witch decked herself out in. but you ¢k Isn't pleasant, and In the end ywhere he had hidden himself and
could smell a common feilow's sheep- ‘tore of our men turned to meet them ¢ound it In the burn. He and his wife
skin twenty yards off —aye, aguinst the ‘Bub went w with the colonel. | went |iried it with cursings. bore It to the

wind unless the wind was
strong.

“‘Sheepskins it is” sald the colonel,
with a sniff. ‘Voluonlans., by gad! [It's
Mistress Soplia, Rastatz, or some of
her friends anyhow.’ Then he swore
worthily: ‘Stenovics wmwust have put
them up to this! And where the devil
are they, Rastatz?” He raised his head
a8 he spoke and got his answer. A bul-
let came singing along and went right
through his shako It cawe from the
line of the ditch. He lay down agaln,
laughed a little and took a puff at his
cigarette before he threw It away. Just
them one of our sentrles beilowed fromn
the first barge. ''n the ditch. In the
dit¢b!” ‘1 wish you'd spohen a bit
sooner,” says the colonel, laughing
again.”

While this was passing on Stafnitz’s
side Sophy and her party were working
guletly and cautiously down the course

mighty on with him. though. I'm always for river and fung It in

the sufest place If there’'s one safer
than apother. But here there wasu't,
s0 | thought | might as well do the
proper thing. We met them right by
the water's edge, and the first | made
ont was the witch be:self, in sheep-
skins like the rest of them, white as a
sheet, but with that Infernal mark ab-
solutely blazing. She was between 1'e-
ter Vassip and a tall man 1 didn’t
kpow—] found out afterward that he
was the Englishman Dunstanbury—and .
the three came ctraight at us. She
cried, ‘The king, the king!” and behind
us we heard Lukoviteh and his lot ery-
ing., ‘The king, the king!

“Our fellows didn’t like it, that's the
truth. They were uneasy Iin their
minds about that job of poor old MI-
stitch's, and they feared the witch llke
the devil. The beart was out of them
One lad near me burst out crying. A

of the ditch. Under the shelter of Its| Witch and a ghost didn’t seem pleasant

bank they bad been
brief and hurried consultation. What
they feared was that Stafnitz would
make a dash for the barges. Thelr fire
might drop Lalf his men, but the sur-
vivors when once on board—and the
harges were draivn up to the edge of
fhe stream—would still he as namerous
a8 themselves and would command the
course of the ditch, which was at pres-
ent their great resource and protection.
But it they could get on board before
tbe enemy they lLetieved they could
hold their own. The decks were cov-
ered with impedimenta of one sort or
another, which would afford them cov-
er, while any party which tried to
board must expose Itself to lire to a
serjous and probably fatal extent.

S0 they worked down the ditch, ex |

cept two of them. Little as they could
spare even two,
it was judged
well to leave
these. Thelr In:
structions were
tofire atshortin-

tervals, whether !
Cinained

there was much

chance of hit-!

ting anybody or
not. Dunstan-
bury hLoped )

able to hold a

this
make Stafnitz
believe that the
whole detaclh
sking!"” ment was  stu-
tionary in the ditch thirty yards or
more from the poin: where it jolued the
river. Only ten strong now amd one of
them a woman, they made their way
toward the mouth of the ditch and to-
ward the barges which held the prize
they sought.
But a diversion and a very effective

“Sheepskina! Shcep-

trick to!
. ITls hands were alfeady on the colo-

one wiuas soon to come from the front
of the barn. Fearing that the party
under Sophy and Dunstanbury might
be overpowered, Likovitch determined
on a bold step, that of enticing the
holders of the barn from their sbelter.
He directed his men to keep up a brisk
Are at the door. tle himself and an-
other man, one (Ossip Yensko, disre
garding the risk, made a rapid dash
across the line of fire from the barn
for the spot where the horses were
The fire directed at the door success-
fully covered their daring movement
They were among the horses In a mo-
ment and hard at work cutting the

bands with which they were tethered.
The animals were. half mad with
fright, and the task was one of great
danger.

But the mapeuver was eminently
guccessful. A cry of “The horses, the
horses!’ went up from the barn. Men
appeared 1o the doorway. The sergeant
major in command himself ran out
{{alf the horses were loose and stam-

peded along the towing path down the
“The horses, the horses!’ The

deadly fear of being caughbt there in a
trap. They preferred the chances of

| the fire and streamed out In a disorder-

ly throng. Lukovitch and Yensko cut

| loose as many more horses as they

dared wait to release, then, as the«de-
tenders rushed forward, retreated, g.y..
ing for thelr lives. Lu?ﬂtch came off
with a ball in his arm;

shot through the heart. The

their fire.

horses, such as Wwere left of them.

n dotted the
suivivors were demoralized. Thelr

released the remaining horses,
one parting volley
river. With a cry of tri-
amph Lukoviteh collected the remain-

They

ensko dropped,

men be-;
hind the bill riddled the defenders with

But now they were by their
| the mistake.

i

: . . And the,
griss outside the barn door. | changed a look with Sophy, Inciining

der of his men and dashed round the
gide of the barn. The next moment
Colonel Stafnitzs found himself attack-
ad in his rear as well as beld in check
trom the ditch In his front.

“For- a moment we thought it was
our own men,” said Rastats, continu-
ing his account, “and the coloiel shout-

" «Don’t fire, you fools’ But then
they cheered, and we knew the Vol-

LS

things to fight. Oh, it was all noo-
sense, but you know what fellows like
that are. Their cry of ‘The king!” and
the sight of the woman caused a mo-
ment’'s hesitation. It was enough to
give them the drop on us. But the
colone! never hesitated. He flung him-
self straight at ber and fired as he
sprang. | just saw what happened be-
fore | got a crack on the crown of the
head from the butt end of a rifle which
knocked me out of time. As the colonel
fired Peter Vassip flung himself lo.
front of her and took the bullet In his
own bodyv. Dunstanbury Jumped right
on the colonel, cut him oo the arm 80
that he dropped bis revolver and grap-
pled with hlm Dunstanbury droppeld
his sword and the colonel's wasn't
drawn 1t was just a tussle They
s ure tussling when the bLiood calbe
luw tuez Jown toto my eyes from the
wound on my bead | couldn't see any-
thing more: | fainted. Just as | wenlt
ff 1 beard someboldy ery ‘Hands up?
nd | linagined the tighting was pretty
well over ™

The fighting was over. One scene re-
which Rastatz did pot see.
When (olonel Stafuoitz, too, heard the
call “IIands up! when the firing stop-
ned and all became quiet, he ceased to
«truggle. Dunstanbury found him sud-
denly c¢hanged to a log beneath him.

nel's throat, and he could have stran-

rled him now without difficulty. But

when Rtafnitz vo longer tried to de-
fend himself he loosed his hold, got up
and stood over him with his hand on
the revolver in his belt. The colonel

. fingered his throat a minute, sat up,

looked round and rose to his feet. lle
saw Sopby standing before him. By ber
side Peter Vassip lay on the ground,
tended by Basil Willlamson and one of
his comrades. Colonel Stafnits bowed
to Sophy with a smile. |

“I forgot you, madame,” said Staf-
nitz.

“I didn’'t forget monseigneur,” she
answered.

He looked round bim again, shrug-
ged his shoulders and seemed to think
for a moment. There was an absolute
gtillness, a contrast to the preceding
turmoil. But the silence made uncom-
fortable men fvhom the fight had not
shaken. Thelr eyes were set on Staf-

nitz.
“The prince died in fair fight”™ he

sald.

“No. You sent Mistitch to murder
him,” Sophy replled. Her eyes were
relentless, and Stafnitz was ringed

rouand with enemies.
“] apologize for this embarrassment.

I really ought to have been killed. It's |

just a mistake,” be sald, with a :mlle.g
He turned quickly to Dunstanbury:
“You seem to be a gentleman, sir.
Pray come with me. I need a wit-,
ness.” He pointed with his unwounded

hand to the barn.
Dunstanbury bowed assent The

guns’”’
Captain Markart

colonel in his turn bowed to Sophy,
and the two of them turned and walk-,
od off toward the barn. Sophy stood
motionless, watching them until they
turned the corner; then she fell on ber
knees and began to talk soothingly to.
Peter Vassip, who was bard hit, but, In ‘
Basil Willlamson's opinion, promised to
do well. Sophy was talking to the poor
fellow when the sound of a revolver
shot—a single shot—came from the
barn. Colonel Stafnitz had corrected
Sophy did not raise her
head. A moment later Dunstanbury
came back and rejoined them. He ex-

his head as a man does In answering

“Yﬂ." T‘hm 'he. rose. .
“Now for the barges and the guns,

she sald R
They could not carry the guns back

to Voisenl, nor, indeed, was there any
gse for them there now.
But neither were mon-

enemles of monseigneur.
Lukoviteh's *ﬂl#

It was carried
over the weir and foated down to
Sfiavna. They fished it out with a boat-
hook just opposite Sulelman’s tower.
The hint to Captain Bterkoff was a
bhrouwd one. [le reported a vacancy In
the command and sent the keys of the
fort to General Stenovies. It was Sun-
day morning.

“I'he colonel has got back just when
he suild be would But where are the

It was noon betore all their work was
done

(;eperal Steunovices of
The captain had by
now made up biz mind whicbh turn to

tnke.

But no power eusued to Stenovics
Al the best his fate wns a soft fall—a
tall on to a cushioved shelf. The cup
of Kravonia's Iniguity., full with the
prince's wmurder. brimmed over with
the punishment of the man who had
caused It. The fight by the lock of
Miklevni senled Kravonla’s fate Civl-
ltzation must be vindicated! lLong col-
umns of flat capped soldiers begin tu
wind illke a great snake over the suim-
mit of St Deter’s pass. Sophy watched
them through a telescope frow the old
wall of Voisenl _

“Our work 1s done. Mouselgueur has
mightier avengers " she sald

asked

OLSENI forgave Sophy its dead
and wounded sons. Her popu-
larity blazed up In a last fierce,
flickering fire. The guuns were

taken: they would go to Slavna,; they
would never batter the walls of Vol
senl into fragments. Slavna might be
defled again. That was the great thing
to Volsenl, apd It made little account
of the snakelike line which crawled

OU would soon
servant who did onl
work in double the time oty
Then why continue using 2
flour that

one.

plain.

But Sophy had no delusions. She
saw her crown—that fleeting phantom
ornament, fitly foreseen in the visions
of a charlatan—passing from her brow
without a sigh. She had not needed
Dunstanbury’s arguments to prove to
her that there was no place for her left
in Kravonla. She was content to have
it so: she had done enough. Sorrow
had not passed from bher face, but
serenity had come upon it In fuller
measure. She bhad struck for mon-
seigneur, and the blow was witness to
her love. It was epough in ber and
enough in little Volsenl. Let the might-
fer s vengers do the rest!

She bad allowed Dunstanbury to
leave her after supper In order to make
preparations for a start to the froutier
at dswn. *“You maust certalnly go.”
ghe bad said. “and perbaps I'll come
with vou.”

She went at night up on to the wall,
always her favorite place. She loved
the spaciousness of alr and open coun-
try Lefore her there. Basil Willlamson
fonnd her deep In thought when be
cume to tell her of the progress of the
wounded. '

“They're all doiug well and Peter
Vamsip will live. Dunstanbury bas
made him promise to come to hlm
wnhen he's recovered, so you'll meet
hin: nealn at all events  And Marle
Zerhoviteh aod ber bhusband talk of
keftiing In P'aris. You won't lose all
your Kravonian friends.”

“You asrsuie that I'm coming with

Yo Fotnrrow morning*”

“I'ws quite safe in assuwming that
Dunstanbury won't go unless you do.”
e ansnered siiling “"We can’t leave

. von alone bere sou know.”

1 shouldn’t stay here anybow,” she
xald “or at any rate 1 shoulkd be where
nobody coull burt me.” She pointed at
a dim lautern fastened to the gate
tower Ly au iron elamp then waved
her band toward the surronnding dark-

@« “Inat's Hfa jun't 17" she asked.
‘1f 1 pbelleved that 1 could go to mon-

seigneur, | would go tonight—nay, 1|
would have gone at Mliklevnl. It was
only puatting my head out of that ditch
a minute sooner! 1If | belleved even
that 1 could lle in the church there
and know that he was near! If 1 be-
lleved even that | could lie there quiet-
ly and remember and think of bhim:
You're a man of science; you're pot a
peasant’'s child, as 1 am. What do you
think? You mustn't wonder that |'ve
had my tboughts too. At Lady Meg's
we did Ilttle else than try to find out

whether we were golng anywhere else.

That's all she cared about. And if sbe
does ever get to a next world she won't

care about that She’ll only go on try-
ing to find out whetber there’s still an-

other beyond. What do you think?”

*I hardly expected to find you 8o
philosophically inclined.,” he said.

“It's a practical question with me
now. On its answer depends whether |
come with you or stay here—by mon-
seigneur In the church.”

Basil said something professional—
something about nerves and tewnporary
straln. But he performed this homage
to medical etlguette in a rathar per
functory fashion. He had pever secn
n woman more composed or more obvi-
ously and perfectly healthy.
gmiled and went ouw:

“Bnt (f 1 live 1'm sure at least of
being able to think and able to remem-
ber It cotnes to a gamble, doesn’t it?
[t's Just possible 1T might get more; €%
quite ltkely -1 - think it's protaible—|
xhonhd lose even what | have now.”

1 think vou're probably right about
the chapces of the gamble,” he tohd
her, “thotigh no donbt certainty s out
of place or at lenst one doesn’t talk
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And perbhaps some day there
would be light on the hills. But, ah,
I'm torn in sunder this night. 1 wish [
had died there at Miklevyni while my
blood was hot.” She paused a long
while In thought. Then she went on:
“If I go, 1 must go while it's still dark
and while these good people sleep. Go
and tell Lord Dunstanbury to be ready
to start an hour before dawn and do
you and he come then to the door of
the church. If I'm not waiting for you
there, come Inside and find me."”

He started toward her with an eager
gesture of protest. She ralsed her hand
and checked him.

“No, I've decided nothing. 1 can’t
tell yet,” she sald. She turpned and left
him. He heard ber steps descending
the old winding stair which led from
the top of the wall down” Into the
street. He did not know whether he
would see her allve again, and with
her message of such ambiguous mean-
ing he went to Dunstanbury. Yet curi-
ously, though he had pleaded so
urgently with her, though to bhim her
death would mean the loss of one of
the beautiful things from out {the
earth, he was in no distress for bher
and did not dream of attempting any
constraint. She knew ber strength—
she would choose right. If life were

tolerable, she would take up the bur-

If not, she would let it lie unlift-,
Alexis were |n

n_.ﬂrders where he hm?llt}ul\ml to
| The death of monseig

den.
ed at ber quiet feet.

His mood could not be Dunsta
bury’s. who had come to count bher
presence as the light of the life that
was his. Yet Dunstanbury heard the
message quietly and quletly made ev-
ery preparation in obedlence to her bid-
ding. That done, he sat in the little

with Basil. Henry Brown walited his
word to take the horses to the door of
the church. Basil Willlamson had di-
vined his friend's feeling for Sophy
and wondered at his calmness.

“If 1 felt the doubt that you do, I
shouldn't be calm,” sald Dunstanbury.
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track Joined the mail road over tue
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the memery of Iti®Bl not chang:
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amiliar hills vasished. Ouly in 1
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forth from Kruvonla i)
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“But | know her. She will be true to!

her love.”

He could not be speaking of that
love of hers which was tinished, whose
end she was

now mourning

in the little

chuarch. It must

be of another

love that he

spoke — of one

bred in her na-

ture, the out-

come of her

temperament

and of her be-

ing the wowman

that she was.

The splrit which

had brought her

to Slavna had

made her.play

her part there,

“You assume that I'm had welcomed
coming with you to- and caught at
morrow morning '  every change
and chance of fortune, bad never luld
down the sword till the blow was
struck —that spirit would preserve her
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t the sum-
mit Sophy
turmned to
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arms, promising t0 Bome g0y

others death.
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tience In hls mhjﬁa“md in s

pt
hope. Some day fh€ -sun wond -

on the sutnmit of K

and give her back to life now nnd_

some day give life back to her.
[Ie was right. When they came to

SDPM.JQIE door of the church she was there.

For the first time since monseigneur
had died her eyes were red with weep-
ing, but her face was calm. She gave
her hand to Dunstaunbury.

“Come, let us mount,” she sald.
h.ve sald goodby.”

T.ukovitch krew Dunstanbury’s plans.
lie was walting for them at the gate,
tis arm in a sling, and with him were

the Zerkovitches. These Ilast they
would see again. It was probably fare-

well forever to gullant Lukovitch. IHe
kissed the sllver ring ou Sophy's flu-
ger.
" *l brought nothing Into Kravouia.”
‘she said, “and | carry nothing out ex-
cept this ring which wmonselgneur pul
on my finger—the ring of the bailiffs of
' Volsenl.”
| “Keep 1t.” sald Lukovitch. “l think
there will be no more balliffs of Vol-
seni, or some prince not of our choos-
ing will take the title by his own will
'fle will not be our balliff, as mon-
'selgneur was. You will be our ballif,
;thaugh our eyes never see you, and
. you never see our old gray walls agalo.
Madame, have a kindly place in your
heart for Volsenl. We shan't forget
sou nor the hlow we struck under
yvour leadership. The fight at Miklevni
may well be the iast that we shall fight
\8 free men.”
“Volseni is written on my heart.”
slhe answered. “1 shall not forget.”
Rhe bade her friends farewell and
then ordered Lukovitch to throw open
the gate. She
and the three
Englisbmen
| rode through,
lienry Brown
leading the pack
borse by the
bridle. The ~
tnpountains were
growing gray
with the frst
approaches of
dawn.
As she rode /t was probably fare-
through Seopbhy
paused a mo

I-ll

lant Lukovitch.

bu

door.
“Pegce be on this place,” she sald,

*and peace to the tomb where mmon-

seignenr lies baried.” :

‘“Pegace be on thy head and fortune
the |
H}- e

with thee,” answered Lakovitch I
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Most of the it
little ones may

3¢ traced tu the
stomach and bowel§, and 1f thoo
are put right the ehild will oo
well and thrive well. Babs'~
Own ‘TI'ablets cage all stomach ar.d
bowel tt‘ﬂﬂb‘tﬁ; ad . all the otbe:
minor gilments 6f babyhood ar
child4wopd. ‘The Tablets are ca-
totake and are guaranteed f(re.
from alpiateg. o H. Matthew

Canfield, Ont.,, says:—"'1 lLav.
used Baby's Oy i@ Tablets for niy
little girl who B&@ & weak stomnd !
and was badly ®onstipated. I be
Tablets cured her of both troubie-
and | really feel as if (hey bad
saved her life.™ Sold by medi-
cine dealers of By mail at 25 cents
a box ffﬁﬂl< e Dr. Williams’
Medicine Co., Broekville, Ont.
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