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heart, monselgneur.” she sail.

Author of "The Prisoner of Zenda™

0000 0000000000000 0000

The prince raised his hand to bid her Picion and a fact. Selling the suspicvion
“In good Volsen there Is watch and WHrrunty with it—caveat emptor. Sell

s of the blast rang for an KlUE. bis master. “Disobedjence, yes;

th"&ud there is watch and ward and
€ glad sound of g trumpet In iny

The sobs were still. laughter was
hushed, the echoes died awuy Ino ut-
ler sllence their hands aud their eves
met. Only in their bearts love's clarion
fang lndomitable and marvelously glud.

8ad fu affairs of public magnitude.

| Bfty or threescore of them.

MNothing happetied. She roundly charg

| child's cost.
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trayed. Whence came it? What did It

mesn? If it meant anything, could Le-
| page turn that thing to account?

king’s 1avorite a

ite with Countess Ellenburg. For Le- |

page, tvo, the time might be very
short’ He would not injure the boy, as
the angry mother bad believed, or at
least suggested. but. without question

of that. there was Do barm in a man’s
jooking out for himself. or if there
were [.enage was clear in thinking that
the countess and the general were not
"I'.It preachers of such a highly exacting

gospel.

Lepage concluded that he had some-

thing to sell. His wares were a sus-

3 L % o 0 e

1:? bl i "wr-.h Thﬁ'“"?r'“‘--ﬁm'#ﬂ;"f ﬁ"z_;:ﬁ a I T2a L

| 7. P | | L _"-'.:'-: R ol oty :
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FTEN there are clever bralns
dbout us of whose workioos
We cure nothing save so fur as
they serve to the defter mov-

ilng of our dishes or the wmore screntitie

brushing and foiding of our clothes.

Humorists und phllosophers have de

Scribed or conjectured or carivatured

the world of those w ho wult on us. in-

VitLug ws to cousider Low we may up-

Pear to the lpward gaze of the eyes

which are so Obediently cast down be-

fore ours or s dutifully alert to autlci-

Pale our orders A4 g rule, we Jdecline

sty | e lavitation. The task seetns at once

difficult aod Utilecessary,  Fuoough to

t dember that the uwners of the vyes

bave ears aud mwouths al<o’ A swall

leak left unstauched will ewpty the
largest cask at lust. It is well to Lkeep
that iu mind both i private concerus

The king's bLody ser att, FEmlile [e-

Page, had been set d thinking,  This
Was the result of the various and [
fuse scoldings which bLe had undergone
[0 calling young Count Alex is “privce.”
The kiug's Ubrier, sharp words u! the
coaference had been e¢laborated juto a
reproof both lotger und sterper than
Lis majesty was wont to trouble biwe-
. self to administer. Ie had been Very
MARSHALL E. GOWLAND, M.A., M.B.| strong on the utter folly of putting
> such ideas futo the bov's hemd [.epare

was pretty clear that the ldea had eome
from the boy's head iuto Lls. but he
vocupind 88ld nothlng wore of that.  The Loy
bimself sculded l.epage. first for hav-
ing been overheard, secuond, and. as l.e
| page guessed, after beiug scolded hiw-
self very roundly, for using the uffend.
ing title at all. Meek.y Lepage bore
this cross also, indeed, with some
amusement and a certalu touch of pity
for roung Alexis, who was not a prince
apd obviously cuuld not make out why
Io the books a king's sous were alwavs
princes, even though there were, gs in
taose glorivus davs there often were,

tune. He eutered the king's dressing

g~ b the tiotiden Lalon ™

Then Cotlntess Ellenburg scolded
Judge dorham s} him  The klog's “lt's absurd'™ was
rapkling sorely in ber mind. Her scold-
lng was 1g her heaviest wanuer, very
i The second Wed | Teliglous.  She culled Heaven to wit-
pess that never by word or deed had
she dooe anvthing to give her oy such
| a notion. The duys are gone by when
Heaven makes overt present apswer,

ed Lepuge with fostering the idea for
his own purposes.  He wuanted to set
the Prince of Stawvna agsainst hiy little
brother. she supposed, and to curry fa-
vor with the rising suu at the poor too At least it's fresh.”

She was very effective, Lut she an.
gered l.epage almoust beyond endur-
apce. By disposition he was thorough

im as though It had been the rule of
his Hfe. ~No time to lose. Lepage, 8o
The the caj-tain goes tonight. but I'm at;raid
. he'll huve u rough ride—very rough”

e s Feir 1 “1'm sfraild so. sir,” said lL.epage. and
added strictly In bis thoughts, “And so
wiil M. Zerkovitch™

Captain Markart was entirely of his
majextv's opinion as he set out on bl~
journey to Praslok. Ills ride would
be rough. dark and seiitary—the last
by Stenovices’ orders. Markart was nol
a}rutd. He was well armed. but he ex
pected to be very bored and knew that

he would be very wet by the time be

reached the castle. He breathed a
«-gyent curse on the necessities of ! W

-—-

- - i

‘oht hant gan honr hefo-n rmidn eyt

the river and strikes northeast toward
the hills.

At this point he recelved the first in-
timation that his journey was not to be
50 solitary as be bad supposed. \When
be was halfway across the bridge be
heard what sounded like an echo of the
“beat of his horse’s hoofs on the timbers
e, with a bit of, yehind him. The thing seemed odd.
e king, too. bad, He halted a moment to listen. The
sound of his horse's hoofs stopped, but
the echo went on. It was no echo, then.
He was oot the only truveler that way!
He pricked his borse with the spur.
Reguining the roud, he heard the tim-
Lers of the bridge still sounding. Ile

s ' R touched bls borse agaln and went for-
Solnething to sell! Who was Uis buf- ward briskly. He had Do reason to us.

er’ Whose interest coulil be wou by sociate his fellow traveler's errafnd
s suspleion, whose friendship bought with his own, but he was sure that
un_h his fact? The ultimute buyer was when U&uerﬂl‘ Stenovics ordered dis-
Pl enough, but Lepage could not Y patch he would not Le pleased to learn
tr Praslok, und he did not approve of 'hat his nessenger had been passed by
correspoudence. expeciaslly with Colonel incther wayfarer on. the road. '
Starnitz i practienl  control of the But the stranger, too. wuas in a hurry.

bousehold.  He sought a go-betweeu it seewed. Markart could not shake
sud a personul futerview. At Jeast he ltim off. Ouo the contrary., be drew

could tuke u walk  The servants were nearer. The road was still broad aud
not prisoners. Even couspirators must sood  Markart tried a canter  The
810D somewhere on puin of dolug their ~trnuger broke Into a4 canter At anv
own cooklung and the rest. At a quarter pute it imakes for good thine” thuugh‘l

, Wronged wobody. He would give no

g the fact was disobedience to the

Injury. no,” sald lLepag
Cusulstry  Besides th
2ceulded bl

Moreover, the Prince of Slivna had
fﬂu'u}u freated M Einlle Lepage with
distingulshed cousideration. The Bour

Lon  blood., no doubt, stretched oat

binds to la belle France in M. l.epuge’s
rersoly

past 8 in the evening, having given the Markart, smiling uneasily. 1o fact the

King bis dinper und mude him comfort: -w.. found theuiselyves
dble for the pext two hours. Lepage sal- ..t or e On they went, covering
lied forth and took the road to Slavna the miles at a quick, H'HHIHHIHI trof. ex
He was very carefully dressed. wore u ibornting to the men but rather
flower {0 his buttonhule and had drop- <train on their horses. Both were well
ped o discreet hint about a lady in cou- ot hited  Mark-
versation with hiy peers. If ladies of Hrt wonderad
ten demund excuses they may turnish whe the =trin-
them too. Present seriousness invoked ger with ~udcl
aid from bygone frivolity. i ool horse

At 10 o'clock he returued, still wost Wwiaus  He turied
spruce nod orderly and with a well sat Lbis  head. bt
Istied air about hiw. He had found a could see ol
purcLbaser for his suspicion apd Lis: the summe sort
fact. HIs pockel was the better lined. of blur as he
and he had recelved Hattering expres- bimself npiade
slons of grutitudé und assurances of Fart of the Vlur
fuvour. He felt thut he had raised a however seeln
huttress ugainst future assaults of for- ed of a lighter
volor  thau  bils
rooin In his usua! nolseless and ubob- The wman with the ian- dat k Osercodt
trusive manbuer.  le was yot awyure tern rolsed L oen e bay  bourse
thiat General Ntenovies had quitted It ar. prrodiinced

drawn into

just a quarter of an bour before bear Markurt's horse pachked Hlis ride:

lns In his hand a documwent which be awobhe to the fuct thut be wiis Jrortdtin]

had subiitted for his wajesty's sigua g his mount without doing mucl good

ture  The K uyg bad sigoed It and 1o to himself. He would see whether Ihe
do?sedd The s over ‘Trgent ™

Hnkopown weant to pass hin or was
AL Depugze. wlivre huve you been ™ content to keep ou equal terins  His

O hend thie hir g pace fell to a gentle trot so dhd the

o=t el nittle dly and drinE 8 stroaver's Markart walked lis Lorse
fur half A wile - 30 did the stranger
Yon Lo waver than that™ suilled Thenceforward thes went easily, euct)

the Lo Foodently  hbis anges hag keepdng his position till Markart cawe
i

it toouly vid setvant whom he llhed to Dobrava, ou the left to Praslok and
bind Ldlaed Volseul, Markart drew reiu and wait

wcend et o s e wished to slkew us to where the road torked --on the rigslit

Cr st e ~ithohen, or 80 uppearing ed.  [le might just as well see where

Feroove tuve "he tHower frown Lis c¢ont the strauger was going
“Lbes your wadjostyv's pardon. | vught The stranger cawe up, aod Markart

o Lave tewsoved 1t Le  started violently The lighter tinge of

C oy Fore enteting dout wd)  the blur was explained. The stranger
‘}&\ e~y 8 presetwe, but 1 oprode a white horse. It flashed on
wus told you wisted 1o Markart that the rioce rode o white
retite at ownce, s8lr 8o | charger and that the sulmal bud been
Lhurtied bere immwed!- [ Sluvna the day before. He bad secn
ately " it belug exervised He jwered Into the
llhe klug gave a weary darkuess, tryving tu see the waun's fuce
yavwn  “Yes, I'll go to ‘[ he effort was of uo uvall  The strau
twed at once, Lepuge. ger came to a stund beside Llin, aud
dud let we sleep o lobZ ror a few molueLts neither moyed
us | can. This fag end | hen the strauger turned his horse's

Leprge ture  of fife isu't very amds: Lead tu the left. He was for Praslos

[lic fliteer frpee ™

]
tvotin hI B
Coait

He passed bhis or Vol=eni, then! Markurt followed his
Land wearlly over bls exawiple. He kpew why he did pot
Lirow . "}I}' bead aches. wpeak to the strunger, hut he wus won

Isn’t the room very close, Lepuge? dering why on ear'h the strunger dJdi.d
Oten the window.™ nut spenk to him. He went on womder

“it bus begun to rain, sir.” ing tilt it oceurred to hun that perhaps
"Never mind, Let's have the raln the struvger was In exuctly the same
stute of mind

Lepage opened U window which look- There was no question of cantering or

ed over the kruth, The king rose. I«- even of trotting nuw. The road rose
page hastened to offer his arm, which steeply. 1t was loose and founderous
his mujesty accepted. They went to- from heavy rain.  Great stones lay

_— Ll:l--‘

-

state. of which the mintster had In-
formed him. nx< he buttoned ap  his
heavy cavairy overc mt and rode neruss,
the bridgze on to the main road on the,

Golng' was very heavy: so was the
rain; so was the darkness. He and his
horse made a blurred, laboring shape
on the murky face of night. But his
orders were to hasten. and he pushed
o0 at a sharp trot and soon covered his
first stage, the fve miles to the old
woodeu bridge, where the road leaves
the course of the Krath, Is carried over

Royal Household Flour

is made of the best hard wheat in its finest and -
purest form. It always produces unitormly light,
wholesome bread or pastry because its quality
never varies. If your grocer does not carry

Royal Household Flour, he will get it for you.
[Flour Mills Co., Limited, Monireal. 11 |

Markart and the stfanger dismounted. | an”"— |
The prince interrupted. *“Nonsense,

The next threé miles were done on foot,
anod there before them in deeper black
rose the gate tower of the castle of
Pvaslok. The stranger had fallen a
little behind again. Now he drew level,
They were almest opposite the castle.

A Jdog barked from the stables. An--

vther answered from the castle. Two
imore took up the tune from the sta-
bles. The castle guardian redoubled
his responsive. efforts. A man catne
running out from the stables with a

luntern. A light flashed in the door-.

way of the castle. Both Markart and
the stranger came to a standstill, The
man with the lantern raised it in the
air to see the faces of the travelers,

They saw each other’s faces too. The
first result was to send them into a fit
of laughter—a rellef from tension, a
recognition of the absurdity into which
their diplomatic caution had led them.

“By the powers, Captain Markart"

“M. Zerkovitch, by heaven!”

They langhed again.

“Ah. and we might have had a pleas-

ant ride together!™

“1 should have rejolced in the solice

of vour conversation'™

But neither asked the other why he

hod behavaed in such a ridiculous man-
Tyesp

“And our destination s the same™"

nskedd Zerkovitel “You stop Lere at
the castle

"Yes, ves. M. Zerkoviteh! Aud you?

“Yeso captain, yes. My journev ends
At the castle.” i

The men ledd away thelr  orses,
which sorely needed tending. awd they

monnted the wooden causewiav sidde by
side. bwth fevling foollsh, yvet sure they
had done rizhr In the Joorway stoodd
Preter Viassip with bis lantern

“Your busit ess, rentlemen®™” he vl

Mt was bhetween 2 amd 5 in the morn-

ir Iw
|

'I.‘ut: besosloendd at eacly ofther ?J‘*'kﬂ*‘
v i wae getcker, aad, with 2 purte-

Ous gesture, invited his companion to

Fahe precedenee
“Private amd urgzent, with his ros ol
BEPLS PR FTEE T
N0 ods mine, Peter” said Zerkos o
Markart = humotr was touched again,

e Deesiin to laugh,  Zerkoviteh laugh:
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