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| | atthews. “And our poor Custer?”
- - -9 — Iy
e r

ol “But” makl Standing Buffalo, “if we “Ah. poor Custer e

| etoss < your lodge and ‘get oar bows Ing about nothi -
, ki | g, ' ' about .
| B arrows, will pot the pony soldiers *“Awful’ &n?:i_’" The officer turn-
'; iis.l lﬂt 'w f the interpreter. “Am face. ’ S S o
{ ¥ Uke a pig for sense? The smoking “Golng to Lincoln asked
| canoe shall be gone.” Lounsbury, now?’
| The chiefs nodded. 1 "Not right away.” .
“I must go,” added Matthews. “There’ “Then I'm off.” i’
is po time for the pipe. Remember, if

b retort

T

"

L |

“For Lincom? o
| You are discovered trying to escape I “No: for Brannon.”

“Braunon! Alone? Lounsbury? Wh
'_ mtm sl”qphm. And keep everything the Indinns”- i d
- uaw Charley. He is a friend “1'wm going just the same.” He halk
| tonthu pony soldiers. [le may tattie” 4 a neighbor to bargain for a i-'l)‘*:ﬂ
And your reward,” said Canada ©f reputed wind and speed, and in an-
Johu 'ﬂfﬂi- “It is that the Plow Wo- other half bour bhe was I'Hd].

| man and ber sister shall be"— . He rode as light as possible. Beh!nd

0 | Y Ly
e I =t

Matthews put a finger to his “p" the Elllitlﬂ rolled in a poucho he tled
“You will free my land.” he said. some hard tack, jerked beef and
“When the night comes?" whispered Prandy. His revolver was re-enforced

| Lame Foot. They pressed about Mat- DY 8 Henry. which be carried in a-

thews, taking his hands. hoister under his leg. For the "45"
“When the night comes,” he answer- D€ took fifty rounds. A second fifty.
ed, “you will know by a sign. Let a designed for the rifie, occupled the
warrior keep watch, for it shall come '00PS of his beit. Thus armed and pro-
when the moon dies. It shall be the Visioned he jogged out of town.
eall of a mourning dove.” Good fortune made the journey al-
_ most uneventful. He saw but one Ib-
. w bottom and turned tail when
SMARCK npearing at last
Since dawn Lounsbury’'s head Loansbary leveled bis gun. Twice only

did be come upon signs of savages
had been poked from a win- '
R wot T forwand oab: No Toward the middle of the first night

Rt he passed a pile of glowing embers
he followed it with a wedge of shoul- ' \ kol tae '
der and muttered a fervent *“Thank where £ R - #ad pu

= and fifty miles lower down, the wvext
God!” His face was blackened by the ,ec0rnoon ag he dismounted at a rivu-
breath of the engine, Lis halir was let. the cayuse shied from an antelope
mﬁ"" by the tugging wind, so that \,4 ypa¢ naq dragged ftself to the wa-

be bére not a trace of the past month’s
ter for a last drink. Th was an ar-
careful grooming. Outside of Chicago ..o through its neck e::d th: little

he had shed his eastern garb for blue .,
fanpe! shirt, dark breeches and tall Y ‘WaS ot} Hwmber.
boots. Again he was a frontlersman.

Just before dawn the second morn-

ing he turned with the river, crossed

A brakeman entered to call out the
the coulee and reined upon the yellow-
fnal stop. Cramped bulks here and ing bend. To his left, a black dot.

there slowly unwound their sleepy
| stood the shack. Three smaller dots
lengths and gazed around. A slim re- were near It—Simon and the mule

cruit in a front seat who was outward .
team. South, on the opposite bank.
bound to fight Indians wakened With ... . |ow, whitewashed bulldings
a protesting oath. Other occupants of .o ot prannon. He bared his dust
the car grudgingly put away tbeir card . jored head ip thanksgiving.
packs, but cheerfully clapped on thelr = .. . cayuse was warm and dripping.
hats. A long. hot journey was dobe. pi, v 4. to Shanty Town, loosened the
But Lounsbury when be drew in biS ., ., ,,,4 jed the animal up and dowp
head and shoulders delayed his prep- | .. .. the deserted bhuts. When It
arations to alight. He reached down stopped blowing and reached for gruss
to a boot leg and fished out a letter, . i .kuted It on n lariat north of the

one paragraph of which he carefully 1,.,,ners Delight. Then he descended

reread. ‘to the building. The light was grow-
“As I say, If you look for that rascal. |0 Ajready he had been seen frown

you'll find the right man. He was .., .4 On bis ballooing a swall

here, for Charley saw him. ‘Who Was ;¢ ghoved off toward bim. dancing
it? I asked the Indian. What do yoU ¢y way against the current. Old Mi

think be did? He crossed his fingers | ., ... was not In it. only his citizen

on his nose!” helpers. Fearing thelr tittle-tattle,
Lounsbury took a deep breath. “IUS | ,,sbury curbed his impatience to
likely,” he sald aloud. *“It don’t take| .. ,pout the shack. Landed, be made
courage to kill a cripple.” for the “bach” quarters on the line.
The wheels were yet turning when | prager was not up. To his “Come
Lounsbury swung off. His looped belt| . [ounsbury entered. They shook
bad been buckled on, and once MmOTe|,..4s without a word, and the store-

his revolver bung bandily upon his keeper sat down on the edge of the
thigh. As he tossed his satchel to the b,

ticket agent he gave the “.45" a swWift} ,,.. ,gpjle the lleutenant reached
look over. Then, with the expression| .. ., ,4¢t 4 hand on the other's knee.

that the Clark outfit respected showing| .., . cpury” he sald, “I feel like a

through the grime ufoo the train, bhe criminal, but I never dreamed any-
started oo a t““'f“f o g g | thing would go wrong if I kept track
In a square fron groggery of Matthews.”

hunt ended. An assortment of adven- «“Why, we both thought that, Fraser.

turers packed the place—mule skinners, - Sagoeretoms s tha 3
soldiers. gamblers, settlers. Among You're not any

them was a sprinkling of women. He |20

“Oh, if I'd only”—
pushed his way thropgh the crowd un- “But we can’t spend any time kick-

til he reached the bar. There, officiat- ; bis there mustn’t
ng ourseives. After t re
ing in pink shirt sleeves, Wwas the be a loophole. Besid watching Mat-

thews, we must”—

“Matthews isn’'t here.”

“What?”

“Kicked out. We don’t know where
he is.” Rapidly Fraser related the
story of Simon’s gallantry.

There was another plece of news of
lesser importance. AD Indian girl

A moment Lounsbury faced him in
silence, his cheeks puffing and bis
chest swelling in an effort at self con-

trol. Then, dropping his hand to the

«Come out,” he ordered.

The “Babe's” squint eyes made sep-
arate inspections of th: room. I:E‘;i w::
in the act of pouring from a o
a glass. Now, as he held them before | Her wigwam had

gethe curve the

L m“dbt: ked r;wn;r to the E?ta;:mm ::I clear,

omer bac €

d::: m was cooler. The women changed from tepee shape to the form

N e of & walled wickiup. Mrs. Cum-
cluttered at the fartber DAY . mings, touched with pity, had sent her

other loungers rotated to a position be- ey
hind Lounsbury and waited, all agrin. bed, while Captain b!
He came loafing out, the sweat stand- pleased

ing in huge beads upon his nose.
Lounsbury advanced to him, playing a
tattoo along the bar with his left hand.

« ‘Babe,’ ” he sald quietly, “the train girl
goes back Chicago way i the moro-
lu“"

The other
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nou ¢ be

to

otests, perbaps l
find it ‘in her heart to
G SN Lounsbury for not accompany-
ot o S Siktnd 0 oaeh, o | "Gt Martyn
and lo band, looking at each other.| pgt Marylyn welcomed her with a
She saw that be was changed. The| gyuestion ;1 two. exclaimed sorrowfully
glint of mery ’ tmmm ﬂﬁ at the news of Lounsbury’s mother
eyes. His forehead bore new lines. His | o3 when the eider girl explained that
wouth had lost its boyishuess. With| u,, gtorekeeper bad been too busy to
ber the past four weeks had also left | come to the shack returned a faint
thelr mark. The old look of high pur- | smile.
pose was oo her face. But she “The brave baby!” thought Dallas.
older and graver and wore the new ex-
pression that Oliver had seen. lLounsbury's true reason for staying
She spoke first. “Your mother?” she | away—now whea their father was not

S ile —

My mother—is gone,” he sald slow- pretext. Finally she concluded that
ly: then. after a pause: “I came right | Fraser, in spite of his prowutise, bad

| can go back to the states later. But and that the latter had seen the hope-
if 1'd been here sooner—it mightn’t 'a’ lessness of his affection for her.
happened™-— “I'm giad,” she said to herself.
She checked hlimn geantly. “Now, you “Now 1 won't have to tell him.”
got enough to worry you without us. Lounsbury pursued a feverish io-
We wouldn’t go to the fort or Bis- Vvestigation that day and found no one
warck. and that was the whole trou- Who cared to guibble with bim. From
ble.” To excuse ber father and to take the captain. never jealous of his dig-
the blame herself. she told him of the uity, to the rolly poly sutler there was
refusal of David Bond's money and of 2 Very outrush of facts. As they came
Mrs. Commings’ slight. he received them with pitchfork sharp-
“You see.” she explained eurnestly, RNess, examined them and tossed them
by way of putting the best possible aside, which led a wag to remark that
color to the latter episode-"yovu see the storekeeper was kin to Simon. Yet
they think over there that we're trash. when retreat sounded he admitted
2o they're bound to let us alone. It himself hedged In Ly indisputable testi-
ain‘'t that they haven't good man- Wmony. l.ancaster’s death was beyoud
lers — easy soiving. If Matthews were gulity

It was Lounsbury's turn to luter bhe was not the principal, ounly an ac-
upt. He was tramping about. “Map- Cessory. to the crime. Nevertheless
ners” be said violently. “Mauuners! could the storekeeper have come face

WWhat's manners to do with it? There's (0 face with the interpreter that day

s lot that's good menpers—and cursed Scores would have been settled.
:_;ag h:nrtf" To Dallas, laying the blue stem of

She took up the scythe, brought a the swale, the hours of the morning

whetstone from the depths of a pocket Went slowly. Yet bow wari and gold-

wn the blade thought- €0 they seemed: How tuneful the
::3, RS ¢ . birds' How cottony white the clouds

~ that flecked the sky! How pleasant

“I'm going to look into this whole ;
" the Jong. hushing sound of the scythe
busipess from first to last.,” be went And all the while she thrilled with ex-

on more quietly. *I'll spend the pext L G e e
ting. ou t my bpectancy, und the minutes huug upon
:l:::er{}jﬁy. WErbmtap G Tou g W each other as If loath to pass.

; . l * brought
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it there.” She added that she bad ° swift revulsion. At dinner, with Ma-
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Ei:,‘:ﬂ,f raden and spoke of bis slack gnu to see more clearly. She realized
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- there was only self denlal. She ate
ogy for the real estate age ot “Iif a mao nothing. but drank ber dipper thirstily,
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, as If to wash away a parch (o ber
girl that means pothing.’

= - throat. Back In the swale again, the
“It wasn't the hat” she answered. scythe was swung less steadily, but
and described Braden’s further cob- iy more strength, so that its sharp
duct. | .., tip often hacked up the ground. She
Lounsbury blazed up again. “I'll 5,164 her hat over Her eyes. forbore
see about that, too,” be declared. “He glancing toward the fort—and foughbt.
must be another sample of imported , thousand times she vowed she
manners.” - would not meet Lounsbury that night.
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