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AYE a partiality for
balls and receptions
aud invariably try to
make it a practice to
be in the vicinlty
when one i3 in prog-
ress. 'There are al-
WAaYsS S0 many people coming and go-
ing that a stranger on the premises
| 8eldom aftracts attention. It is ap ex.
cellent time for inspecting basement

windows, cellar doors and outbuild-
ings.

+
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careless ou such nights about locking !
up, and the hostess and her guests al-

ways bring out their best jewels and
leave them loose on bureaus and man-
telpieces after retiring. It may not
bave struck the casual observer that
people sleep much more soundly after
B ball than ordigarily, They are a
longer time in retiring, but when ev-
erything is finally quiet about the
bouse it would take nothing less than
8 pistol shot to rouse them. I suppose
they are completely exhausted and
After the excitement of the evening do
not dream of burglars.’

Onc March night I waited until after
8 o'clock for one of these festivities to
draw to a close. It was cold and raw
outside in the shrubbery, and I grew
Impatient at the lateness of the guests
in taking their departure. The lLouse
wns a large, old fashioned mausion
Just outside of the city Minits, and
from it{s general air and appearance [
knew that considerable wealth in the
shape of solid silverware and family
heirlooms was contained in it. Fol-
{owing the custom of the day, the host-
ess would, I thought, bring all these
relics frowm thelr hlding places and
sbhow them to her guests. -

It was anticipation of a rich haul
that kept me from giving up the job
in dlsgust, for 1 was tired and ex-
hnusted svith several nights' unlucky
ventures, and my patience seemed
sorely tried.

When the lights finally went out, I
breathed easler and felt my courage
returning. Evervything promised to run
smoothly. I bhad succeeded In dispos-
ing of the watchdog earller in the
evening and had discovered an unfas-
tened window opening into the coal-
room In the cellar, which I believed
the servants trould pot think to lock
80 late at night,

I waited a good hour after the last
fiickering light had disappeared. Then
I crept softly up to the liouse, and,
concealed In its shadow, llstened fou
gounds. There was none, except those

—

1
e

f

I saw thar I was looking into the mout}
of a revolver.

strange, almost inexpressible volces |
which seem to come from nowhere in i
the dead of night. I do not know that |
anybody has ever noticed them, but 1
have always fancted that they were like
the breathing of the earth—If such a
thing were possible—for they come in
regular, rhythmic pulsations.

I crept along tbe side of the house
untl I reached the basement window,
annd, finding it unlocked, as 1 expected,
I sortly opened it and looked In. 1
was not positive that the window
opened into the coalrcom, but from
the general appearance of things I felt
reasopably sure I was right, Not to
make any mistake or misstep in the

POVPPROROPDODDIVRIDREE

PROFESSIONAL
BRETHREN

Copyright, 1902, by F. M. Buckles & Co., New York
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quarters were above me, and to avold
arousing any one I removed my shoes.

The house was spacious and roomy,
and I had to take note of my surround-
Ings as I proceeded, so that I might
ind my way back again witbhout blun-
dering. It is a poor general, I have al-
ways thought, who burns his bridges
behind bim. More than once this care-
ful habit of mine has saved me from
unpleasant complications.

When I passed from the kitchen Into !
the dining room, I was greatly sur-
prised not to find any solid pieces of '
gilver. Even many of the expensive
pieces of bric-a-brac that are usual to
sticli houses were gone. [t looked as {f
tbe hostess had anticlpated robbery
nnd had stripped tlhe tables and man- |
telpieces of every small article of spe-
cinl valoe.

Although disappointed. | made my
way upstairs, hoping to tind soue loose |
HJewelry ut least on the burenus. There |
were signs of the feast and entertain- |
ment all about the bhall and roows, but !
1 was unable to tind anything that ap-

pealed to my tnstes. I pussed from
one bedrooms to another, with ubout
Lhe ®ame result. I could hear the reg.
nlar breathlng of the vecupnnts of the
house, and a distant nolse in the rear
told me thut one wun was a good snor-
er. So long as that rhyvthmic sound
coutinued I felt that I was safe from
@1l alarms, |

After making a detour of the rooms
| finally entered a small chamber that
wasg used for storing llnen and trunks.
[t octurred to wme that possibly the
missing things were packed away In
this room. 1 closed the door gently
behind me and turned on the slide
from my lantern. |

As I did so I was suddenly startled -
by the bright ray of some llght shoot- '
lung out of the darkness. Instantly I
grasped my revolver and directed my
light toward the spot. The result of
thls movement was to produce a queer
combination,

I saw that I was looking Into the
mouth of a revolver held in the hands
of a man who was inspecting me by
the aid of a dark lantern similar to
my own. My own revolver was cov-
erlng the place where Lis heart should
be.

The discovery must have been sl-
multaneous, for we both flashed the
lieht of our lanterns into each other's
face and gazed long and silently. XNel-
ther wore a mask, and In the uncov-
ered eyes there was cool, deadly rve-
solve written. It would have been
foolhardy for either to shoot, for the
life of the other would have been {n-
stantly sacrificed., I walted a full min-
ute or two for the man to speak,

“Well,”” 1 sanid finally, unwilling to
bear tlie strain of silence longer, ‘'you
seemn to be ahead of me tonight, and I
must congratulate you upon the nesat-
ness of your work, [ haven’'t found a

=

i
|
!
!
k
’
|

i
1
H

thiug behind you.”

The man was not Iaclined to answer
at first, but I continued in a reassuring
voice:

“WWe may as well call a truce. It
would be folly for either of us to shoot.
I Jou't want to get you in trouble any
more than myself.”

1 had been struck by the fine, hand-
some features of the man, but when he
spoke in a well modulated, musical
voice 1 was further puzzled. MHe did
not look like one of mmy set.

“YWhat kind of a truce do you want?”
he asked. “You see I have you covered
witli my reveéver and could kill you in
an instaot.”

“But you fail to notice mine,” 1 an-
swered, “A very slight pressure of the
trigger would send a bullet through
yvour heart.” |

I thought be turned a trifie paler, but
his voice was steady and unquavering.

“I admit that and accept the situa-
tion. But tell tne what terms you pro-

' pose for your truce.”

“Simply these: We should go iﬂtﬂl
partpership at least for tonight. 1 have
had as much trouble in getting into the |
house as you, and I bave run just as:
much risk, but you got ahead of me
and made a complete job. 1 admireg
the way you have done the worlk. |
Even I couldn't do it better, and I don’t
think you belong to tbe class 1"— i

sNever mind that”” he interrupted |
impatiently. *Stick to your terms and ;
he quick.” |

w{Vell, to come straight to the point,” |
| ndded, a little nettled at his abrupt |

darkpess, 1 lowered my bag of tools
until it struck something which gave
forth a metalllc sound. Swinging the.
bag back and forth, I succeeded In

identifying the object as a tin pan.
As | was afraid to use my dark lan-

ways, 1 propose that we divide the
plunder you have collected. For your !
extra trounble you take two-thirds and '
[ one-third. Is that tuir /™

He remained silent a moment and

then said:

| tern outside, lglowered myself cau-
the coal bin I found myself in the dairy
room of the house. The odor from
pewly made butter, fresh milk and
cream cheese gave me such an over-
powering appetite that I had to satisfy
{t befora I could go any farther. By
groping around on the shelves I suc-
ceeded in getting a pretty fair supply
of food—milk and cream in abundanceg,
| good cheese, several nfince ples, some
cake and cold meat.
. The night was early yet for my work,
apd 1 did not regret the time I spent

In eating of that cold but tempting re-

tiously into the® basement. Instead of

“1f | agree to such a bargain, noth-
ing further will ever be sald of to-

night's work ?”

“Not a word.”
«“And you will never recognize me

'1f you should happen to meet me oD

the street or anywhere else?”
[ did not like this part of the bargain,

tor 1 believe that every one should be
placed on the same level in sach a busi-
ness and that one man should not set
himself up to being betier than an-
other, but I finally assented, with the

exception of one slight gualification:
“Not unless we happen to meet under

past. 1 would have felt better had I
| discovered a bottle of good wine, but
' in its absence the fresh milk was &
fair substitute. - )

The door leading from the ﬂs:iry room

F

gimilar circumstances again. Then I
might recall to you this meeting.” i
«] don’t think that is likely to occur,’

i
__

Tfﬂ‘ﬂ’e, and I would have trusted him to

| the extent of pocketing my revolver,

but again he got ahead of me. I stood
there covering bim with my weapon
half a minute after he had put his
Distol 1n his pocket. A temptation to

; stant when 1 realized that he had

same rich, musical voice suddeniy re-
called me to my bargain. |

“Here, take this bag outside with |
Fou, and we will divide the thing'

where there is less chance of detec-
don.”

“Have you been all over the house?”
I asked in a little confusion.

“Yes, all over. There is nothing
worth taking left.”

He moved toward the door and start-
ed to open it. He turned an instant
and asked:

“How did you come In?"

“Through a cellar window,” I replied. |

“A clumsy way when yvou could have |
entered by the front dour.” |

“Do you mean to say'’'— I began.

“8-s-s8-11, doa’'t speak now, ['w open-
ing the door, Follow me.”

I never felt the power of 2 man so
strangely before. 1 attributed it to the
fact that I was In the presence of a
master who put my feeble accowmplish-
ments entirely into the Dbackeround,
and yet I bad prided myself upon my
successes!

We walked stealthily down the stairs
and out of the frout door to the lawn.
He carried a pack larger than mine.
When we reached the shelter of a
clump of trees, we both stopped.

“It is getting late, and it will be light
soon,” my strange cowmpanion said.
“We must make our division quickly.”

In the same «quick, masterful and, if
I say it, bonest way he made u divisiou
of the spoils, giving me more than oue-
third.

“*Now, If you are satisfied, we will
part,” he mald. *I think we bave uo
further need of each other.”

I made a motion as if to fellow himn,
but be waved me back, saying:

“Good night. [ wmust be going."

He turned and walked rapidly
through the gloom. leaving me stand-
ing there as nonplused as apy man
engaged In such & hazardous bLusluess
as mine could ever afford to be,

I
1
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CHAPTER II.

ENERALLY I do not
tarry long In the vi-
cinlty of a Louse thnt
I have looted, four the
pelice have an un-
pleasant way of :ar-
resting suspicious
characters simply to
cover up their Inability to tind a clew
otherwlise. It gives the impression that
they are really dolng something to cup-
ture the burglar. They are always so
close mouthed, too, that people iwng-
e thiey are working diligently on the
track and that the arrested characters
form a part of their deeply laid plan.

But in this case I overruled my bet-
ter sense and dec!ded to bLaug around
the scene of Wy last engagement just
to satisfy a feeling that I was iu sowe
way to meet ggain the man who had
so generously shared bhis spoils with
me. True, he had found himself !n
such a8 position that something had to
be done to buy me off; but, as 1
thought afterward, he could easily have
outwitted me and escaped with all the
plunder.

On the following afternoon I dressed
myself in a spare suit of clothes which
I always keep for an emergency aud
wnndered out of the city liwits toward
the old fashioned mansion. As 1 ap-
proached it I caught a glimpse of an
netive litthe man who seewned to be
inspecting the premises with great
concern. Without hesitation [ put bim
down as a detective, one of those half
policemen whose shrewdness consists
chlefly in following a trail that is as
clear as daylight.

I felt no fear of him, for 1 Lknew
that he was not the kind of man to
capture a professional. I knew that n
bold front would disarm him of ali
guspicion quicker than anything else.
If he caught me supeaking about the
neighborbood, "he would very likely ar-
rest me.

Passing near tLe front of the bhouse
where be seemed busily engaged 1n
studying the broken shrubbery, 1 ac-
costed him.

“Is this the house that was robbed
last nizght?’ [ asked innocently. look:
ing with great curiosity at thie plice.

“I1g it?  Why, who said any louse
was robbed 77

He guve e a hard stare. whieh 1
returned without seeming bold.

“Ihe papers are full of it,” | repliead.

“wand., being out this way., [ thought

I'd look around a bLit and see the
house.”

“Oh, vou did, eh? Well it isn't a
safe place just now for strangers.”

“\Why pot? There are no bLurglars
here u-nn?, [ hope. |[If there are. [d
like to get a look at 'em.”

He seemed to smile inwardly at my

ignorance.
“yvell, nobody 18 allowed

place.” be answered rather brumx.unl_r_
«and so, if you haven't any Lusiness.
here, you can march on.” |

«But there is no harm looKing at |
the house from the street. is there?'’

“Np. but the people don't want 10 o
stared at by every Toin, Dick and II.‘.I'I‘
ry in the counfry. sO please tcyve Ol

I hardly noticed Lis last remark, &0

on  the

Interested was 1 by the appeariuce of
two people on the piazza. One was a
berutiful voung twoman with a figure
and face that would attract attention
anywhere. She walked down the fl‘ﬂllf
steps and turned an instant to speak
to her ¢ompanion.

Bat, handsome a8 she was, the man
«ho followed her attracted me maore,
and for an instant I felt myself grow-

Ving dizzy. Fortunately for me the de-

tective had turned to greet the young
couple, and he did not see my sudden

he replied firmly. "
Then in a firm, _meusured voice he

added:

to the basement laundry +was not ™ '
. .enterad the latter! “Well I'll trust you. I will give you
locked, and [ qumeity:ent the iager | one-third of all I have collected. I be-

place. I now ventured to open a little
the slide of.my dark lantern, and by

lieve that ‘you will keep your: part et
the agreement if I keep mine.’ i
‘There was bonesty written in bis

ok
A

T -

"

consternation. :

I never forget faces that I have once
particularly noticed. 1t is a part cff
my discipline te-remember them. This
one I had every reason to remember
very well, Although I had only seen
it by the -dld of my dark lantern at
oight; L kpew-instantly thatit belonged

'

— e

make him give everything to e under '
penalty of death seized me for an in- |

| R
Placed himself in my power. But that

1
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to my companion in erime.

He was handsomely dressed, and his
clear cut features gave himm an aristo-
cratic appearance that must have been
born in him. A slight pallor of the

-4
gl |
]

r -,

recovered sufficlently, however, to rec-

B ognize the place before they moved 0.

I heard their *‘good day” as one in a
dream, and probably for the first time

1

M in my life politeness failed me. I actu-

ally forgot to thank either of them.
Throughout the interview he had

me, I was Inclined to accept the Iantter
as true, and he fell somewhat in my es-
timation. To forget a face s0-soon was
something that no one of our profes-
sivon could well atford.

face suggested the possibility of some
inherited disease that he was unable
to control. As he walked alongside tle
beautiful woman I had to think what
a2 noble couple they made. Lach
seemed made for the other.

“Well, Mr. Jeunkins, have you any
clew yet?” I heard him say in his rich
voice as he passed the detective,

“Only a slight one,” was the ready
reply. “It ig dithHcult to find any traces
that may point to anythine partieular,
but by putting this and tha®ogether 1
think I will be able to have a clew bLe-
fore night.” A

I saw the gentleman smile, and I ad-
mired him for his cooluess. e cevi-
dently had no more contidence in the
detective's shrewdness than 1, and Le
was not courting fear unnecessarily.

“IHow smart these detectives are,
Charle<!™ his companion =unid in all se-
riousness, “They accomiplish sueh waon-
ders that I should think a reblber would

be in mortal terror of them all the
time."
“Yes, PBelle, they are =ometimes

shrewd, and again they dre net. It all
depends apon the . This Mre, Jen-
Kins seems to me fike a vory persistent
and detormined person, o litl-
nran bound, but 1 donbt very muct 1t
e has rmneh oagmelty for solving no
prafotind iy stery

Yo leitvent mach contidence in Liltn,
then™”

“Yoes g he snswered,
pine L= =hoabders.

1 were walkine down the pave
ment toward the pate as they alked,
gnd so cager was I to bhear theiv worids
that I very foulishly exposed iy sel! o
thelr view,

As they came around a c¢lump of
shrubibery they <udilenly stumlblod upe
ou e, I had just a toment in which
to pull wysell tocethier wnd to dotl wy
brat,

“Ioxcuase me, matatn,” b osndid without
thinking.

[Pulitor ess
for [ huve
enolgh o
Iwikeoinsciont!y absorbed sume of their
LTS,

“Why, von frichtened e the Lindy
siuid. 1 did wul khow anyvbody was
there ™

“T  hbez vour pardon acioin then,
watann [owas nessing by, and T did not

s0rt ol
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Is 0 sircornd] nature toore,
psoceiated witly et borseen
L™ THAY sy e i

[ RY

e vatl et ler

While I was gpealiinge to the Ludy 1
wirs furtively watehine the faee of thy
otle she enlled Charles  Lowas o Litdde
converned to see Low hie wonhd tiiie
the meeting., Ile was lovking at e <o
ilmpassively that [ wondered it he ree-
ognized me, Nich self control did not
seem possille even in the most experi-
enced.

“I judge vyou're anothor one of the
euriosity scolvers” Lie sabd pleasantiy,
“Welve hiodd of theanr here this
morbine, staring at the house as ir ity

MO S

were a dite museonon Pheres nothiing s
like a robibery to atiract the attention
of thie country peaple”

Fis failure to show any «irns of con-
coril over our lectitie piguead e o it
tle, and on the spur of the monent 1
determined to puarsue thint
wonld arovuse o,

“1 econfes< that curioxity brousht me
here first,” T auswered, “but then Il

(LAl ] =t

Clocense e, e

to cotle out into the conutry for my

Lread :amd botter, T ocouldo’t get any
work in the city, and P othought the
any

conntry people couldnt treat me

Wor:e

“1{ave vou been out of work long?”
the Indv peked,

Yo for peariy a month now, and 1
am ut the end of my rope.” 1 oreplied
sePpl e,

; “pPocr fellnw

IHer eves oo words me
ashamed of my=elfo Only the night L
foro [ Liad obled Ler honse, and here |
wors elicitite svmpathy frem her. But

mace

[ thoneht i1 wiasa weoitleed her com-
RiNion Was Q3 Warse one,
g there nothing we ean an fir him,
Chaprles et she ashod, tariing to i,
Tihi- was 6 shot thot I expected
wo. . Id oalke itself felt. But thie pale,

wopdenme face did I‘lnﬁt__t"_l:.'_!ﬂn_*_’ffu

1 dun't know,”" he said slowly. Then
w0 Ines ‘

“Tro you Luow anything about
! t}i".trﬁpﬁrﬂ- | N .

Yy, &ir" 1 replied guickiy. [y

i
i

a5 il

‘nad a good deal of exp Fiene.
o'Gola 2l costehman,”

Thir was partdy true and partly false.

“Well, 1uy groom has left e and 1F
vou want to apply for the position cill
:ﬁmuwﬁd at my bouse tonight. [ live !':1
tho* first house on the left dovwn this
street.” - ¢

He pointed out his residence, 1}1‘1t' I
was so taken aback by his affabiiity
1unul:i readiness to engage me that 1
'nearly lost his words of instruction. 1

s o gl ——
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CHAPTER IIL

HAT pight I spent on
the pluace of Charles
Goddhrd and made
m;rself as faniiliar

tory as systematie
pumping of the coach-

“man would permit.

“"An casy mJdn he i8 to iget along
with,” my informant volunteered.
“There ain't the likeg.of hiw anywhere
else in the country. :-ﬁl‘ the sweet mis-
1% {8 Jest as good. She’s an angel, my
wife says, if there evaer was one,”

“You mean the l:}tly Le's engaged
to,”" I replied, “the one who lives,over
in the mansion that was robbed the
otber nights”

“Kxactly! Miss Belle Stetson, the
ounly lady that's wortby such a muan as
wy master.” i

“How Joug have tlljey been engaged |

ad when are tbhey 10 be married 7"

“Now ye're goin’ too fast, I didi't
s:ay they was engugéll, did 1?7 And it

they ain't engaged I coutdn’t say when
theyvre goin’ to be marvried, could 17
Some say they're enguged, an’ others
gay they nin’t. How do I know who's
right:”

The man was only wuaiting to reveal
Hlu]‘{ﬂn"t&f the relativn=hip between the
two yvouny people, and [ catered to his
natural weakness by encouraging him
to proceed, _

“Ye¢ ust bLe a stranger around
these parts indeed 0 ve don’t know
wlitt yve ask we,” he continued, with a
shrug of the shoulder in reply to iy
questions,

“1 wouldn't be a-tellin® it to every
one, but seein’” yere gouil’ to bhe one of
the family I dow't mind speakin’ plain-
likee to ve”

He patfed noisily upon his hlack pipe,
comnding the smoke upward in dense
clouds, Ilis pame was John, aud he
claiied to e an Irish Awerican; bur,
wliile he had Jost much of tils brogue,
b still retained all the loguuacelty of his
st ancestors,

“NMr. Goddard comes from one of tee
oldest fawmilies of this country, an! old
Dr. Stetson—God bless bim, he was
a pood man In his day—wasu't a bit
beliidad the Goddards, ['ve often heerd
the old folks arguin’ about their an-
cestors.  The doctor alwayvs sald hbe
cate over in the Mavtlower, 1 dou't
aowy ruceh about the Mayvtflower, ox-
copt whet I've heeord the old doctor say,
Lot &hie miust 1 pretty line
s, She brought the ductor over --nho,
the doctur's  grandfatlier o great-
crandfather, I don't  just remewmber
which--an’” he always s=aid that wus
cnovugh glory four aony man. But old
Mre, Goddard would rile the doctor by
sayit® that he thought beln’ a gentle-
nian of France winder King Louls was
a preater hoonor au’ that his aneestors
desconded direct from kings au’ elu-
perors,  They couldn’t agree noway,
an’ they just made up long enougzh to
pick a unew quarrel.  I've"heerd tell
how theyv'd tallk peaceful-like about
the politics of the country till they got
1o ;_.iuiu‘ about ancestors, an’ then in
five minutes theyv'd be shakin® their
sticks in cach othier's faces an’ calhin’
one another liars. |

“But this didn't secein to make 1o
dilference with their ehildren, They
jest played together like hrothers an
si<ters, When they was no bizsern
up to my kuee they'd talk about lovin
one another an’ aboewut geitin’ Duorried.
The old Jdoctor amd  Mr, Goddard
liughed at this an’ forgot to quarrel
sontetimes about their ancestors jest
to sec the little ones miakin’® love.

“They secined to e born fur eaeh
other, an’ everyvbody said they'd get

[ ]
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‘marrted some day. But wheu Mr. God-

dard died sowcbody said Lis son hd

Jinhier:ted his disease an' that he wasn't

long fur this world., Nobody secmed o

lnow jest what the disease was, but

they snid it was incurable an’ somne-
thing not to be spoken lightly of.

“bBut about that diseiase of Mr
Charles Goddard [ ain't =0 sure. Ol
I'r, Stefson was guite riled aboat af,
an’ be said be wouldn't let his daanzh:
ter marry any man that had it in s

svstemn,  Mr. Charles got @opgry an
went away. He was gone for live
venrs, an’ folks hereabouts snid the

muteh was broken off, ILtidid look thut
way fur a time, :

“But when the doetor died Mr.
Charles turned up ag’in an’ lHved in the
ofd Liouse jest as if nothin® had ever
hanpened. He made up with the doce
tor's daughter, an’ they ve been comin?
an' goin' togetber ever since. ‘[There
wans bopes for a titme that they'd mnke
a muateh after all. But there ain't no
tellin® jest what may happen.- He ney
er seemed to be quite the sawme after
comln’ home, He was pale an' qulet:

like, jest as if thnt disease was z-de-

velopin' an’ takin® hold of hhn.

“fle brought a doctor back with him

to look after bis bealih. He'd mcet the
man somewhere when he was travelin)
—in Paris, I think--an’ this tellow ji g
wrhitcehes Mr. Charles oll the time. He
lives over thero in that old hbrown

Louse, It's haunted, people round here
gav., an' spirits come an’ go every
pight.  But young Dr. Squires don’t

mind that. Ie laughs at spirits an’
gays he ain't afraid of 'em. Besides,
he likes such n place, fur then people
won't Le hotherin’ him in his stud-
jos. He don't like to have folks run-
nin’ after him. Ile’'s been studyin® Mr.
CLarles’ disease an’ Is writin’ a book
t-hnt will astonist the world. Then
he alwayvs said be was poor an’
couldn’t afford to rent a good tmulse.
e got tbat house fur I"Iﬂthjfl', an' 1
!guess \ir Charles pays him well
without starvin’.

enough to live Iy
] ain't makin’ Do criticism of Dr.

Squires, fur he’s 2 smart man an does

been playing a part with wonderful
% success or he had failed to recognize

:
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