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We gained
ated, leaping out of

ferns.
pany, darted after the

0 1,
rest, going on the trnckn% the other, d .
We had al - HHMH"
most overtaken , When, w

from his native + h:o ﬂ;l;a’re:‘;
jungiles, a man sprang out of ambush, ilbonnd. my gagelle,” said, turnin

seized hef, and before she could eo0 . " o .
much as cry, had her into a curtained
There were two men trying
to gag and bind her, but they never
accomplished the operation.
down, wreaking his vengeance on the
sycar that plerced him, and the other
leaving
rope twisted about his victim’s arms,
Faint with fatigue and fear, the lady
gave a little peculiar cry, staggered and
fell back, as it happened, right into

who proved to be the

eudden as a tiger

1ecess. .

shot out of

sight,

sight

side of a passage, as I have seen hunt-
ed rabbits disappear among whins and

In

gered and fe

my arms.
chanced to. be near,

keeping hands off her.

| The lady gave a little H

back.

Cutting her fetters with my
aword, I led her quietly to a divan that
Bedouins

crowding close about, but chivalrously

the

“ Be not afraid,” 1 said, as
as I could, when she had recovered a
“w We will do thee no harm.”

She answered something In

| little.

way we had ccme.
Iwhluperlng among

bling
have drifted there.

m.cre than all the rest

the fury of man.

ignoble bondage.”’

fiashing with queenly
deliveranc '

MEALLDAE

The lady
.+ waste on words.
ranfon, the gem of In
lead,’”” he said,
Faruk
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Baruk.

Suleiman considered for a moment,
then turned again to the ladies.
f Amond’'s eyes
any possessions thr_-\ri wmi:l:gdtaln mwr and bread baked in the ovens of Amood.
nqu .
« Trinkets, jewels, cost-
ly robes 7 Methinks they must have.
And we will ourselves
collect their riches. Ye stay

“ Have the lghts ©

with them 7" he
ccurtly smile.

wkile we search.”

Accordingly, although the

rraised the value of he

#ilk and gold and jew 1
me 1 was speculating what the trem-
creature was and how she could
Meanwhile Sulei-
man had captured the queen, whq, as
he privately informed me, was worth
put together.

* And who instructed
condition 7’ demanded the Circassian,

] mistress, the queen, and

Arabic, which I dld not understand,
| and presently, professing herself quite

restored, she was eacorted kack
Bedouins,

themselves,
rich attire of
s, but as for

The

CHAPTER XXIV.
THE INDIAN PRINCESS.

There was still much to be done and
need of haste in doing it, but Sulei-
man's first duty was to provide for
the safety of the prizes he had taken.

- Ye shall come with us, ye lovely
ones,” he caid, addressing
with the grund air of ¢ born cavealier,
“and we will make you eecure from
Far have we come
to deliver you from ruthless hands and

eyes.

would have broken out
again, but Suleiman had no more time
* Conduct thy
her fair com-
whither we
turning sharply upon | . who layeth a pro-
- [s thete a eEpot of safety by my life, the man y
! about this nether pit ?”
It is as my lord seeth,

dia,

help

clared vociferously she had

but to see the last O

f us,

guard, of which I was one,

rest, under the
went in search of

sparkling

gems, loads of various

One went

eculiar cry, stog-

the ladies

thee

v answered

queen de-

the ladles

d to the care of a strong
were consigned to 3 Fomgror

¢ Baruk, | Yane and the pecuniary

! toud.r ind by force might
ll::.' fg.ln such adventures as loot-
property c¢
wtﬂt&:nmkpmble quiell:!‘t:'u.“ . o
iman stepned to the latticed
:llndo!r. sent it mo shivers, and look-
own, ‘¢ on the outer wall
our beasts could not

with the

of the
be far o B
s Th!l‘i Jr.m

to Baruk
" ;E:' nl-lJ lord.”
axe him and bring a ro il
En%dw fu:;elnti:n to a4 man at 1;; :Ilctl;a.
» ou canst find
make thv best speed.” them, and
o Mt St Bl i WAL Iy
, &n ule '
bin illl;ﬂlttlﬂnl. an went on with

“And thou, Ibrahim, m
right hand, take with you thrie ;trt::::
cleave your way down to where wél
left our horses, and tell our fellows
to bring them under this window. The
matter will be easy. Get camels, too
if thou canst lay hands on them. and'
our fair ones would ride the easier in
litters. I will swing a lamp in the
wWindow as a signal to thee, and forget
not, good Ibrahim, to make haste.”

“I1 will not forget,”" said 1Ibrahim,
choosing his companions.

In a few minutes Al and Baruk
were back with two stout ropes, which
were made fast to two spearheads,
driven into the Aoor.

“We will slip down these quicker
than the angels came down Jacob’'s lad-
der,” remarked Suleiman, throwing
the loose ends out of the window.
“ Now, my good 1brahim, do not tarry.”

Ibrahim did not tarry. Even soon-
er, I think., than was ecxpected by our
impatient leader, there was a sound of
grunting snorting, and low voices
in the darkn underneath that made
him smile. '

‘“ Art thou there,
Suleiman, softlv.

the

ahim 7' called

?‘ ‘““1T am here,” answered rahim, in
''the same tone.
‘“ And four camels, by the emory

of the great Saad. (A no
Arab freebooter.) How didst tho
them, my gay one ?”

‘“* By taking their keepers unawayxes
and sending them swiftly to the
prophet’'s bosom.” replied Ibrahim.

** Malec will secthe thee in fiery
brimstone fcr thy good deeds, Ibra-
him,” chuckled Suleiman.

Chattels and ladies were lowered,
the latter not without difficulty, for,
three were timid and the fourth ‘re-!
bellious, but Suleiman, who was ex-
perienced and expeditious in such mat-
ters, had goon the whole Your, as he
expressed it, in Ibrahim’s besom below.
Then slipping down ourselves and hur-
riedly forming a circle about our spoils
we thrust and cut a way to the com-
parative quiet of an orchard, where|
the goods were loaded and the ladies
provided with litters. This care was
taken that they might depreciate as
little as possible in value. :

We had not finished when dense vnl-’l
umes of smoke were seen ascending
from the castle.

“ What the Bedouin leaves the flames
will have,”’” remarked one of the men
a minute later as a greeat blaze lit up
the sky.

* Tdiots ! growled Suleiman, who in-
| tended to go back for more plunder,
and in the next breath, ** Mother of the
prophet, listen to the roaring and rush-

rious
find

gently

broken

the

ap-

ing ! Our kindred will be about us
like clouds of hornets. It is time to
be awav.”

in _our I1f we wished to hold our own, it was

“ They time. 80, mounting in the light of
ery | the burning pile, we made off with|
Yy
al! speed.

It was not easy to escape from that
whirlpool of destruction, and keep our
plunder intact. At the start we had
to fight our way step by step, and at
times the handling was 80 rough and
the odds so heavy, that it seemed we
must lose all we had captured. Bul

1t | We kept well together, and partly by
i | strategy, partly by & free and active
pesi- | use of steel, we got out at last with
= no more serious mishap than the loss
&7¢ ) of a little blood. To that we were
: by
in-

plied |
Ly
far
his
rar-

this time accustomed, and it did
not hurt our spirits, though Oone man,
evidently a recent addition to the band,
made much ado about a couple of

e broken ribs till he was laughed -and
—. | bullied out of his complaints.-

We made straight for the desert as
our safest retreat, nNever drawing rein
en, | till the sun was well up and we were.
hyy | once mot'e alone. Then we halted to
is | refresh ourselves with some of the good
things provided by Amood Sinn. But
before there was either eating or drink-
ing Suleiman drew Up the band and

a little speéech.
mﬂdﬁé, have with us four princesses, as

beautiful as the morning and as quft

gs the dove,” he said, making a =a-

laam toward the litters.
the gifts of Heaven, and my purpose

in speaking 1s to let it be known that,

i T B
d

> "
of
ded

fane finger on these fair omes shall die
| the death of a dog. Yet is there much
to comfort us. We shall feast, my
merry ones. Yea, eat and drink in
honour of our victories. There is a
sweet savour already in my nostrils.
Here are rivers of the wine of Shiraz,

with 8] pyeaven protect him in his adversity e

: fell
The ‘company p.ppiaudel!. and

merrily to eating and drinking tge
men squatted  on the ground besidc

them to
their horses, the women chastely with-

here

| i

would: be
thou wert

bed in_thy body It

quletly, I told
instead

. but
‘“‘she turned to

' | iy ?!'aa"-ﬂ':t'“:-‘*’,.:-;...;.. T g,
~ * Good, good Baruk,” :he% in

theé sweetest of voices and In broken
Arabic. * Graclous Baruk, go back to
the litters. Say I am praying to the
night. It is a custom with my peo-
ple. It is a rite, say a rite, my Baruk.
Fear not, I will return to thee. He)”
indicating me, * will keep me safe.”

Baruk looked a little dublious, but he
went. '

“ Thou art a stranger in this land,”
she sald to me quickly when we were
alone. “In Indla we see thy people,
but this is not India. Thy fare made
my heart leap in the palace. / Art one
of the robhers ? What do-people call
tbtem 7 Bedouins—yea, that is it. Art]
one of them ?”

A man must not trust himself un-
reservedly to the first minx he meets,
so I answered, warily. But her eager
intelligence found all she wanted In
my reply.

“ See, I take thv hand and kiss it—
s80.” seizing my hand and putting it
to her lips. * It is sin in our religion.
But I have been taught. Ah, ha! I
have been taught. T am a daunghter
of the holy prophet, hut there is more
than one road to Heaven. Is that not
good truth ?”

I had to admit it was tairly good
truth and excellent Christian Adoctrine.

“ Yes, ves, I know,” she went on,
quickly, and her volce was thilling|
with suppressed emotion. “1 have
been taught—more than one road to
Heaven—that is what thy people #ay.
Now listen. Dost know we are guilty
of a great big sin ?
would cut off thy head if eyes discov-|
ered us. But thy people are brave.
Art afraid ?” she asked, coming so
close 1 could hear the quick beating
of her heart.

There was a rustle behind anc she
turned, holding her breath.

«“ It is only Baruk,” she sald, much
relleved. ‘  Good Baruk, just a little
space longer. Tell them if thevy ask
thee that I am safe. Thou comest
from far across the gea—people call
it England,” she continued, turning
back to me.

More and morz2 puzzled,
she was right.

“1 knew,” she said, with an eager-
nesg in which pleasure and pain were/
mingled. ‘‘ Thy face proclaimeth thy|
country. 1 know thy people. Yea, '
one is—but never mind, that is too
ast. Listen!'! Ast thou going to re-|

in with the robbers, the Bedoulns ey
Wk came creeping back again, de-.
missed and

| admltted'

Lo |

claring ould bhe

slain.

““ T"hou shalt go straightT™to paradise,
Baruk,'' she replied, soothingly. * Just|
one little space more,”” and he went!
awvay again.

“ Now art thou going to stay 7"

“ Not if I can help it,”” 1 blurted, al-;
most without knowing what [ salid.

““That {s good,” she sald, with a
litzle rocking motion of delight. ** There!
i3 not time to tell everything now. 1f
thou goest take me with thee. Let
them not X<ep me to do their will. Pol-
lution—that is it. Thou wilt save me,
and I will love thee forever. Listen.
I was performing the pilgrimage, they
captured the caravan and slew my
father. There was one—but there is
no time to tell it. 1t was Amood Sinn
that was wicked, and now I know he
has been punished hecause his palace
is in ashes. A bhattle, perchance. Wert
thou in it 7"

1 answered in the affirmative, getting |
ever deeper involved In the mysteries
surrounding this strange woman. l

“ and dldst thou sce one there like
thyself  Hush, hush !”

Baruk came again, saying he would
risk his life for us no longer.

“ Good Baruk, thou wilt not dle,” said
my companion. “ One turn more—one
little tnurn, That Is it. The night is.
cool. Thy mind will be at ease.” ’

“ Thou wlit have me speared like a
goat,” he demurred. Nevertheless he

“ There is another caravan coming,”
pursued my ccmpanion, breathlessly.,
1 heard it from BDBaruk.

' rocks, and discovering nothing return-
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who has important busis
n ?

“ Assuredly; it will do us all good.”
“But thou art of our

. Wi vl e " lh-"
\ : _‘.. .-_...;;__:_.-" ~ ,_I o '.1..- -
be in the great mosque a more devout
badji than him whom thou csllest

Christian. Are we not brothers ? Did

not thy father put the light of the
Koran into my soul 2 Dost thou think
I am careless about getting to Heav-
en ? Tabal, I will do the pligrimage
as a follower of the orophet.”

Tabal was convinced, and we parted,
to ignore each other very studiously
for the rest of the night.

Near the dawn, when the world was
black and men were heavy, Baruk re-
turned to me. He had got over his
wavering and was ready for the most
desperate exploit.

“We will put on the green turban
(the badge or sign of such as have
performed the pilgrimage to Mecca)
together, Baruk,” 1 said, joyfully, af-
ter listening to his promise to help.
“ Now, tell me the name of our prin-
cess.”’

“They call her Ranee.”

* A pretty name,” I remarked. " Let
us make her happy.” Therefore as
briefly and minutely as was possible
with words I gave himself instructions
both for Ranee and for himself. For-

true. There is

property.

vision accordingly.

tom and experience have taught the
‘s the will
he should suffer loss at the hands of
n in the performance of
the prime religious duty of life.
over, the pfous Mohammedan on his
way to the holy dity has such an aver-
sion to brolls and bloodshed that he
would rather sacrifice a pertion of his
worldly goods than present himself at
the prophet’'s shrine with red hands.
These things the astute Bedguin knows
the time
|grimage i8 his ha~vest, and he reaps

hadji that it

wicked men

and profits by,

with a wide sickle.

That knowledge was acquired affer-
ward. Just then my sole concern was
how Tabal and I were to escape. The
situation was of the sort that gives one

tunately the simplicity of the plan of
attack enabled us to make our ar-
rangements with confidence and toler-
able accuracy.

With the first blink of light weé were
on the lookout for the caravan, but

the day had worn well into the nfler-.[tlln_

noon before our sccuts hrought word
it was at the mouth of the defile. At

settled down in our hiding-place as
still as dead men, the horses being
kept some distance ind lest they
should neigh and betfy us. Tabal
and I had many unsuspected thoughts,
but as it would be unwise to express
them and it was impossible to com-
municate with either Ranee or Baruk |
we could only wait in silent eagerness
and faith.

The pilgrims sent forward a party
of half a dozen horsemen, and we were
crdered further back. Suleiman him-
self, with one c¢ompanion to act as
messenger, remained to olserve, their
place of vantage being the hollow top
of a great rock which projected. caus-
irg a curve in the path below. Ly-
ing there flat they had an almost un-
interrupted view of the pass, and by
deft clembering the messenger could
reach our ambush without fear of de-
tection.

To keep us keen and in touch with!

what was going on Suleiman sent fre-
quently to tell us of the movements
of the horsemen. We learned that,
passing right beneath his hiding-place,
they rode to the head of the goOrge,
looked dutifully about among the

ed light-heartedly to report the way
clear. Then the caravan, wishing no
doubt to get to open ground again as
gspeedily as might be, swung itsa huge
length into the deflle and came trailing
on like an endless serpent. ‘Sulelman,
watching #t closely, sent back word to
look to our horses and arms, as the
prospect wag glorious beyond his ex-
pectation.

A little later the order for action
made the blood tingle in our veins.,
Half of us were to go to the foot of
the gorge and half te the head, 8o
that the pllgrimage might be harassed
simultanecusly in front and rear, and
so the readier induced to relinquish a
part of their abounding riches. The
response was as prompt as might be
expected of men whose notion of Hea-
ven is eternal plundering. Almost be-
fore the words of command were out
of the messenger's mouth Wwe were

a sudden cold in the back, though the |
sun mav be hot, only we could not
afford tiine to stand and shiver. BSo
scen 8s we should make an effort to

desert the Bedcuin

after us, and in case we were caught
would have no mercy.
it been equally c-ertalnl

Had

centre like an lee
; I saw two clumps of
one in front and one behind,
ielously in the sun, and 1

ability to catch minute particulars.

I got the impression that the had-
Jis offered but a feeble resistance, and
that, a8 I subsequently learned, was
a season for every-
thing, ard the pilgrims had a valid
one for preferring their lives to their
Caravans start
to be plundered, nor fail to make pro-

hadjls huri-

expecting
Immemo cus-

of Heaven

More-

f the pil-

lances would be

That was cer-

how the hadjis would receive us, the

matter would be simple,
Ah, the big knife the intelligence that it was coming We | ate gymplified. »

i wa»

Arab, be he Bedouin

sniffing for treachery and suspecting

he smells it.

Another difficulty was that we could

not make the dash

portune moment for ourselves.
must wait for Ranee and Baruk., and
very anxiously we began to look for
them among the cliffs?
our chance would

fhiot come quickly,

be gone; we might. .
children of the desert to shame and
cruelty and violence, and, it might be,

to lasting bondage.

The
to say, . had taken all

and were pressing on for more than
their dues, for, having the right of
the strong, they were hard to satisfy.
Tabal and I, for unsuspected reasons,
were well to the front,
minutely observed by the plundered,
a circumstance that might tell awk-
wardly against us later on.

What was keeping the idiotic Baruk ?
Had the coward rued his promise ? If
g0, by all we held dearly would he pay
We were hot with fighting and |
geizing and shouting. and two of us
were bheginning to have tremours of
despair, when at last, as we Wwere re-
tiring with our booty, Tabal's sharp
eye espled two skulking figures slip-

for it.

ping craftily down

By this time the hadjis, animated by
the spirit of the wronged, were behav-
ing In a way that was exceedingly dis-

comforting to those
ently tn apreal

comment.
we: found
deem our pledeges.

So I gave Tabal the word, and re-
versing our spears to indicate we were
not hostile we bounded from among,
the Bedoulins, calling out we
hadjis and praying for protection. At

clattering off at a breakneck pace into
sunless chasms and by beetling arch-

the same time we drew attention by,
shouting to
c}n.mberin;' down t&e rocks.

pointing and

ways and up and down dizzy steps
would have faced. Tabal and 1 were

fervently we prayed the pilgrims might

| have a good courage and firearms for

left us once more. | distressed strangers.

in the course of a racking ride we
came often into violent contact, and
in one of the collisions, while pretend-

it. Trust Baruk for his lov: of gold.

ple.”
ness like a shadow.

I returned to my place and present-
ly got a word with Baruk.

““What s this strange thing that
the Indian princess sayeth ?"" I asked,
putting my mouth close t> his ear, for
there was need of dead secrecy.

“ Nay, I am not a magician,” he aa-
swered, with the olly evasiver«ss of

the Oriental, who Is chary about com-

mitting himself.

“* Let us have no pretence of Ignor-
ance,”” 1 said, feigning anger. * What
do thev mean 7”

“ My lord frightencth me."’

The voice of Suleiman Wwas heard
calling for someone, and in the same
jnstant the fires leaped up, shedding
a fitful, lurid light on the scene. If
we were caught consulting, our lives
would not be worth ten minutes’ pur-
chase.

 Look here, Baruk,” 1 gaid, 1 am
thy friend. What is the state of af-
fairs 7 Tell it clearlv.” |

* May 1 never be in such a position
again,”~ groaned Baruk. ‘* Hark you,
we deal with treachery and cruel lan-
What is our blcod ? -Nothing.

ces.
What is the spoil and the price of
these women ? Everything. Yet we

which, ‘were it A
dead on-the spot.

were exactly like his,
had asked my aid, and

talk of that
would make us
My thoughts

but a woman

the obsequious Baruk.
1 was not over when Sulei-
o | were discussing our

' Much was said
a low volce about pilgrims and cara®

no wish

happened hto p::l-
' and, though 1 did not ear g
;:.by putting two and two together

erstood that more robberies were
R gr In short, the pious of
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drawn in their litters and attended h,[l “could not refuse it.

in
fmorous.
:tmnwer. Thinkest thou 1 came here

value  Ofl4g rob 2

o miore impatiently than bef

g .'.:- iy T o = L
P D o
e o

+ Freedom is more than life,”” 1 sald,

‘with an audacity that was mnot éen-
not he

] am @

* We must

tirely genuine.
Icok  vou,

Now,
We help ourselves, good

the Indian princess.”
‘Baruk, in helping s

known,|

ing vehement anger at the rough

I will trust thee in honour of thy peo- i s l
And she was lost in the dark- i l"i‘i.b‘a?ala::ﬂ“'m get a word In

“ Whatever happens, let us stick to
'each other.,” 1 said. in a quick aside.
** Our signal tor the dash is when we
'see Baruk and Ranee
among the rocks.” _
~ « Never leech clung as 1 will cling
to thee,”’ answered Tabal. And then
he hegan to abuse his horse for the
son of a mule that couldn’t keep his
feet in a plain road. And the Be-
douins, being closely occupied, saw OF

suspected nothing.
2caclitrg the bottemn 100 f001 W€

had to wait behind a bluff. The tail
of the caravan still wriggled outside
the mouth of the pass, and it would
be folly to attack till it had disap-
peared after the bodv. While wait-
ing, Tbrahim, our captain, grave his
instructions briefly and pointedly. We
were to rush the camelmen, throw
them into utter confusion, seize as
many laden animals as we could lay
hands on, and make off with them to
. the rear as fast as steel could urge
them. Such as were free would pro-
tect the
were to pounce on some piece of pro-
perty. In short, our business Was
more to pillage than to fight, 1nd, {f
' the pilgrims were not unreasonable,
not a man of them need lose his life.
With beating hearts and a burning
impatience, we kept still till the tajl
should have wriggled itself into the
mountain cleft. As if to trv our 3[91%

ccntrol, our watchers were constan

ly reporting that the crucial momen
had come, and then im;mediately con-
tradicted themselves, to reafirm their

went on until we were in a fever and
ready to rush from our concealment

«She hath untold riches; . at all hazards.
recompense,” murmured Baruk. Yet| o vou have ever laid in wait with
perchance when she Wwas safe she| s erest chance between life and

would forget us.”

not thou & bondsman forever ?

taking thee out

so that wh?2n the wolves were

sport of. the winds 77" .
« Phere is much in what thou

{est.”

Suleiman

«Y will speak with thee " agal
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Nay,

to hinder these fellows from
ey B into the desert and

. d and leaving thee,
strippir g thee nake done

with thy bones they would be the

hispered Baruk, hurriedly. “It is
mot: safs now.” And ‘he disappeared.

death and a frantic desire to try it,

« And if thou remainest here, art | you will understand our feelings. Be-
not so much as

and all we had

to resirain and encourage us were the
muttered curses and comments of our
Once a horse of keen scent
neighed, and Ibrahim nearly.felled the
brute, thinking we were betrayed, but

ing apart, we could
exchange a whisper,

ccmrades.

ion, and we breathed again.

word came that the last
within the pass. The next
we were in the open and
furiously to the attack.

CHAPTER XXV.

o orders, wit

o

others. but as many as could |

first intelligence the next minute. This |

As for Tabal and me, |

Then
man WwWAas

moment
galloping
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Thinking, as well indeed they might,
that only robbers with no souls to save that this was but a ruse to get their
the pilgrims hurriedly
of those who went to the foot, and fgrmed upn. presenting a front of level-

led spears and gun-
.thnt said plainer than any language

ranks broken,

k

we advanced at the
And as they stood

receive us there went up a diabolic
We glanced bhack iIn

terror to see a dozen of our late com-

shout behind.

'rades at our heels

Fh-j]ggﬂd, after the manner of men who

'have resolved to slay without pity.
that followed was such

in his sleep with a
descending porrid, cold sweat and a creeping of

'the flesh and groanings and writhings.
was a gleaming hedge of enlsms.
stee]l, forbidding, impenetrable ; behind out of my inner
poised to strike 'Ranee, though [ doulsted not her de-

The moment
as a man recalls

In front

‘was more steel already

But
exceedingly doubtful,

band had alreddy distralned
more than the legitimate tax—that is

) to their
Baruk snd Ranee made their appear-
ance at the very worst moment.
there was no time to grumble or make

We must take fortune as
it and make haste to

or, at In}'l

reception
for the
or pilgrim, is ever

our

~at the most oD-
We

If they did
go back with the

the loose camels—

and could be

among the rocks.

who meant pres-
humanity.

But

re-

were

-

the two

barrels, and faces

peril of our lives.
close together to

with lance-shafts

by men to whom revenge was as btood

lto the lign. Halt

and we should
'a fishermeén’s” net.
» Save us.

second to decide.

The steel hedge
through, and it

awhile vociferating,
would yet give us to
ly returned to look

scrambling
motest

tracted manner
of thelr need. ASs

some shots were
Poor Ranee gave a

arms.

fright.

easlly.

& billet in his left arm,
man, belng unaccustomed to pain, cried
out till the gorge rang with his wall-
ings. But there was littie opportunity

to console him, for

yet safe. 1 did

courag= her, till a v
a long white beard and

‘|ate manner led her
othrrwnux.
u.
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-
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Le fuller of holes than

Save us’”
“ We are not enemies, but ¢riends. For'
the love of the prophet, take us in.”
There was not the tenth part of a
The pilgrims look-
ed swiftly from us to our
opened,
closed quickly again

Meantime Ranee and
down W
haste of fear straight upon the centre
|of the caravan, as being the
from the Bedouins.
earnestly for them,

|required no pleader,
being ample evidence

{extremely hazardous,
ward to assist Rlnee,d and as I ran
fire

thinking she must have been hit,
a cursory examination
suffered from nothing

ed m were
Db seenbiy - Ssngern Gl ghe carsysn hatied 22

an instant more,

we Screamed.

pursuers. |
we shot

as the Bedouins wheeled within -a
yard of it, bra ishing their lances.
and screeching geance. They stood,

then, vowing they

the vultures, slow-
after their booty.
Baruk were
ith the breathless

point re-
We spoke
but indeed they
their own dis-

was
for-

the descent
I hurried

from above.
little scream, and

losing her hold came toppling into my
I put her gently on the ground,

but
gshe
than

showed
worse

Baruk, however, did not escape F£o
Some of the flying slugs found

and the good

the children of the

desert, having levied their tax and
been balked In their revenge, had dis-
appeared like water in sand, and the
caravan was ordered to proceed. 8o
the tail continued .to wriggle sloWlY lehe oreqt snake stretched out its cum-
brous length once more,
haste it couid to quit such ugly quar-
ters. Ranee clung to me like a scared
child, murmuring how good 1 was, and
wondering, with many

that were strange to me,
what I could to en-

making what

ejaculations
if we were

e man with
a compassion-
off to the company

asked of us

;

'ish on the way to the holy city ?
luu gathering of the nations, when the
' their account of
men's deeds, both good and bhad, what

Fllt:{ of such a thing 7"
0
h

So’'the falling of the hairtelis
of the approach of age and
declining power.

No matter how barren the tree
nor how leafless it may scem,
ycu confidently expect leaves

A again. And why?
‘ Because there is life at the
roots.

» So you need not worry abgut

> the !nl]ien! of your- hair, t

P threatened departure of youth
and beauty. And why?

>~ Because if there is a spark of

S life remaining in the roots of

the hair

' 7

will arouse it into healthy activ-
ity. The hair ceases to come

out: it begins to grow: and the
glory of your youth is restored
to you.

’e have a book on the Hair

gnd its Diseases. It is free.

The Best Advice Froe.

If you dv not obtain all the benefits
vou expected from the use of the \fw}-:r_
write the doctor about it. Frobably

M (here I8 some dificulty with your gen-
P eral system which may be easily
. removed. Addreas.

-3 DR. J. U. AYER, Lowell, Maas.

F_——

"n the open plain. Then, while fires
were being lighted, we were taken De-
fore some of the chiefl
nuested to give an account of our-
Felves, Tabal, whe was a plausible
felow, with a ready Invention, got
through the ordeal® guickly and well,
but [ had more trouble in proving my-
self a pious Mohammedan. Perhaps
it was owing to my face, or it may
have been from some defect In my
accent. But one scurvy priest, who
was the most active of the inquisl-
tors, made a point at the beginning of
doubting al) 1 said.

** Art not thou a heretic unbeliever?”
he asked, bending a pair of uncom-
monly sharp, Dblack eyesx on mme.
**Art nct thou an enemy ol our holy
religion, a scoffer, an infidel 7 Here,
wnat sayest thou ?’ he demanded of
Tabal. “*Is not this fellow an unbhe-

tliever 7 :
Sel

‘* As Jahek Allah (may Heaven
you right),” replied Tabal, witn a rapt
and plous expression. * Surely
never knew his Kcran better.”

“We will se>” saild the priest, :

Whereupen, whipping out his greasy
ropy Of the sacred volume, he hegan
to cateckise me with the air
who —wvould say, " Now vyou shall see
me do up this heretic.”

But in my enforced I e 1 had
not studied the Koran in va ‘0 every
guestion came a pat ans, in the

very words of the prophet himself, till
the ptriest, first amazed and then con-
vinced, thrust the Look back into nis

posom and embracedome as a true be-

liever,

** Marhabha, marhaix i (weliame,
welcome)” he «aid, with a fervour mors
smharrassing than his doubt. Tl
crave thy pardon for my

Thou ar. indred a worthy follower of
our holy prephet. Would that all his
sons knew his words so well And
now sit Lthee down. 21 hemdu Eillah.
Praise be to Heaven it hath fallen to
vur lot to rescue a believer from the
fangs of these wolv=s. Semmo (¢at).”
fnd foirthwith we all set to work with

an apretite that the exercise with the

Korun had in no wise dulle-l.

It required constant
however, to preserve me from Iapsing
into Christian barbariti*s and heath-
Even Tabal had to be kl'llt-
gecrets, amdl as to

Bire to be Becret,
membrance of Lbe
a4 woman's tongue,

Once saltisfled with our
the pilgrims made us as one of them-
selves. When we spoke of their kind-
ness to strangers, they made ever the
one aAanswer :

“Think ye it is the will of God that
any true believer should be left to per-

I had a careful re-

angels shall render

would be our recompense if we were
And saome-

w it seemed to me the spirit was one

of their
imitate

who boast
occasivnally

at Christians,
charity, might
with advantage.

We travelled fast, and made our des-
tination without loss by sickness or
violence.
cause we were 2,000 strong and our
way lay through the open, where the
children of the desert seldom attack.
We went by arid
pasture lands, among flocks and herds
and herdsmen that are to-day as they
were in the days of the patriarchs, and
appear not to miss the blessings of civ-
ilization.

and we halted
ers beside pleasant wells that were
in no fanciful sense the eye of the
landscape.

ately calls water the eye of the land-
scape.) And ever as we drew nearer

the holy city the pace increased and

the enthusiasm grew. We smote our-
selves on the breast, ejaculating fer-
vid passages of the Koran, and many

ardent and inspiring was their joy.
At last one evening, as we were

winding among short, stony ravines

that edged a verduous plain, the lead=

ers raised an ecstatic shout, and the
rest of the caravan, crushing forward,
|with beating hearts, beheld In a sort
of valley below them the minarets of

4
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Mecca gleaming in the sun like a thou=

-
i

being conspicuous in the mlidst.
To be con tinued.

D

AVER'S

men and re-

marmn

of one

distrust.

watchfulness,

natural vcakness of | |

credentialgs

AL

No Bedouin molested us, be-

strips and fertile

We paid extortionate tolls
to legalized robbers for allowing us
to pass where all/the world was free,
r refection and pray-

(The Bedouin, living most-
ly among torrid sands, very appropri-

|would have dismounted and run, S0

¥
''''''

sand points of fire, the great mosque
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