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HALTON INTELLIGENCER.

Thée next ménute Tabal and I were Mig-

ging and embracing.
thinking, I suspect, that suffering bhad

turned my brain. i
“Thou art telling me one of the Stimulants, tonics, headache

tales of the magicians,” he said, with powders, cannot cure ymtim

something of awe 1in his voice and

IAnNnner,
“'Tis as true as the Koran, Tabal,”

I answered.

‘“This passeth all belief.”

thou art many weeks older thou shalt

be as a brother to this dread warrior

on the black hogge.”
‘“ Nay.
Tabal, fervently. “I would not for-

o my chances of paradise for all the

Heaven forbid,” exclaimed

favours Satan can bestow.”

His horror was so eomical that 1
hurst out laughing. Ordinarily I might
have answered with my life for such
an insult, such an outrage on his most
sacred feelings. But happily Tabal
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ward, the unbroken expanse of sand
stretched till it melted into liquid blue
spaces on the rim cf the desert. To
the west alone did there appear bo be
any prospect of succor, 80 turning my
horse’'s head to the mountains Wwe
etarted on our trackless vpath.

For hours we plodded on through
billowy ridges. my horse sometimes
sinking over the fetlocks, gsometimes
treading firmly on the crust, and al-
ways golng just as he pleased. for he
had done well enough to deserve 8
little license. It soon got very hot
again, arfd my steaming clothes sug-

was in a mood to forgive much because

he loved much,

‘“1 will put cool water on thy hurt,”
he said, as tenderly as i{f he were treat-
ing an ailing and fractious child, “ and
on thy head, too, for the sun hath
made it hot. Then when thou art re-
freshed we will talk of our adventures »
gince the 1light and the simoon parted skin and bowels perform their

v

He hLad his way, and indeed it was
exceedingly refreshing to be bathed,
for I was still more than a trifle fever-

ish.

But mor: soothing and invigo-

rating than the water werethe brother-
ly gentleness and compassion of Tabhal,
who seemed to make himself respon-
sible for my safety and comfort.
When we came to recount our ex-
reriences since parting I learned that
he had passed the night like myself,
Like me, he had thought him-
self doomed, had been saved by the
rain, and was looking for human suc-

alcne,

cour when 1 spled him. We 'went
through our perils again as old sol-
diers re-fight their batties, and em-
braced at the conclusion in pure ex-
uberance of joy at being together once

more,

Not the least happy circumstance of

our meeting was that I got back my

little Fatima and the precious blue

bag with Duncan's pipes. To Tabul

the bag was an object of such intense

“ Look you here, before

with
You

as at night. You have
m:r. Your food does you but

B
rd 1y

3 :|_-._

-
| et
F e

will. It makes the liver, kidneys

proper work. It removes all im-
purities from the blood. And it
makes the blood rich in its life-
giving properties.

To Hasten |
Recovery: N

You will be more r:gldw cured
it you will take a laxative dose of
Ayer’s pills each night. They
arouse the sluggish liver and thus
cure biliousness.

Write te eur Deslers.
Weé have the exdclusive M

curiosity that I had to produce the| Kuram hath had immense tribute for
pipes and give him a lilt. It scarce- rendering ald. Three times have they
ly ravished him, and it frightened the
s0 the pipes were put away

horses,

levelled the palace of Yumen Yusel and
enriched themselves with great plun:

that I might take formal possessionder. Now methinks it is Yumen Yu-
of my nrare. Before parting with her,

however, Tabal
' fine a speech to her as ever gallant

of the old school made to his mis- % N ) |
tress, dwelling with rapturous phrase Yes,” sald Tabal ; * wouldst thou
cn her

docility,

sel’'s time to win.”

must needs make as “That means that the eénamy will

converge on Amood Sinn's eapital,’”’ [
caid. '

beauty, her flectness, her have them vlictorious without reaping
her intelligence, and her :

the fruits of victory 7"

dauntless spirit in time of trouble, to| A brilliant idea flashed wupon me.
all of which I heartily said ‘* Amen.”

Fortunately Tabal had some dates— I sald. “1 would fain meet the man
they were really what were left of my
own—and when the ceremonious ad-
dress of Fatima was over we squatled
on the sand and ate a few. We dared
riot venture to eat many, for the store
was small. and it was extremely Tabal glanced at me with the old
doubtful w it could be replenish-

ed.

To mas- up for the uhﬂrlnesaa‘pf
rations, £

vwe had a double pull at

water skins, and the cooling draft was
sweeter than the choicest vintage of|in his hands and could net dissent.

France.

It was again very hot. Indeed after
the rain the heat scemed intenser than
The pungent streams were
trickling into our eves and mouths, and
coursing down our hacks and arms
and legs as if we were patent sgelf-
moisteners that worked the better the
greater the draft. Self-moisteners we
were with a vengeance, but the mois-
ture could not possibly last long. 1

ever.

lcoked at the thin

Tabal,
converted to pemmican, and I, too,

brown visage of

feeling thatﬁhe must soon be

' was swiftly undergeing the same pro-

cess of desiccation. A little while and
there would not be a drop of liquid in
our hodies.

, The rate at which we were dis-
were hugging and embracing like 10N " g51ying to hard fibre made it desirable
separated brothers, both of us having ¢, oet out of the glare of the sand
as quickly as might be. Tabal agreed

'with rhe that our hest hope lay in the

_ 3 hills tg the west, and we accordingly
multitude of questions to ask and &n-, . .54 in their direction. If nothing

' better, their rocks and chasms would

at least afford us shelter from the
pitiless sun.

CHAPTER XXIL
BEDOUINS.

All day we laboured through the | g
unshadowed sands, our| ' Putup thy dagger, Ahmed !" T sald.

bottles constantly at our|'I am surelv thy frIe_n':i'l.'.'
infinitely grateful. | mouths, our garments like unwrung| * Thou art no friend,” he returned,

loose, hot,
water

lather.

pain.

the better way to put it is that at

ish us.
to tread more lightly and firmly,
Iittle later they were stumbling over
stones and nibbling at scrubby bushes,
and we knew the watercourses Wwere

not far off. It was midnlght.nl;z:; and desireth not any sympathy at thy

Tabal was the worse of
two. Yet the stoical fellow never com-
plained, nor ever forgot to comfort me | standest, dagger to dagger, but I will

when In my torments I panted
groaned.
With darkness it beca
to our joy there spra.nﬁ uip f de o
breeze that put new life Into us. e . G i | “g
were still w];din: in “nd{.‘. seas, but Let it be quick,” he hissed. " Stand
we were now able to mend our Pace| ., o o okin”
a little, and indeedn tnh::iﬂﬁgfti:;i:::f ““ What thou saycst is impeossible,” |

need of speed, for i
d clean fin-

other day like the last woul
By and by our horses began,
a

ever, ere we had climbed far e
to feel safe for the night, or perhaps

g, our drooping horses
Nightfall found us still crawl-
' he said, embracing me again. ing on, silent, weary, and In much | ings of thy foul mouth inte my face,
the |a disgrace, for which thy blood will

me cooler, and

“Lel us go to Amood’'s capital also,”

on the black horse again.”
**And be cloven in twoe for thyv
pains,” returned Tabal, quickly.
“*Thou shouldst see us embrace like
brothers.'' ©

expressgion of incredulity and jumped
to his feet, saying we must saddle up
and get to the green valleys and rush-
ing streams that were ahead. I was

We had travelled slowly for perbaps
two hours round the shoulders of
hluffs and about crags and rocks and
on the brink of dizzy preeipices and
oxer rubbly hills, when all at once we
came upon a spot of such wverdurous
beauty it might have been the verit-
able garden of Eden. It lay in a decp
depression, walled about by cliffs, save
at one corner, wnere there was a nar-
row gate-like opening. ASs soon as
we sighted it, Tabal, whe suspected
it might be inhabited, whispered to me
to remain quiet, and slipping from his
horse went stealthily forward and
peered over the hreastwork of rock In
front of us. Returning, with gestures
for silence; he took charge of the
horses and I went softly to spy. Climb-
ing the parapet I-looked ecautiously
down the other side, and there, to my
amazement, was Ahmed, the son of
Koor All, sl~eping like a c¢herub.

Motioning to Tabal to remain stiil, I
ran quickly to the entrance, went in,
and then crept along the base of the
rock, intending to give Ahmed a fine
surprise. Reaching him on tiptoe, I
tickled him under the chin with my
finger. He sprang up, 88 if 1 hadl
plerced him with a spear, & moving
spectacle of fcrocity and fear, and
drew his dagger, which was his sole
weapon. -

in alsavagely. ‘A man daes not spit on

his friend. Thou hast cast the rins-

atone. I will firht thee where thou

not let thee call thyself my friend.”

and | " with that he wrapped his torn man-

tle about his left arm, as a sort of
gshield, and put himself in a posture

licious| o~ qetence. '

not dallying as thou wert afraid of

answered, drawing myself up Jjust
enough to show 1 was not held back
by fear. It would be & sin in me
'to fight thee. Thou art in the midst
of grievous misfortune.”

‘““Thou art right,”” he said. ' But I
will bear my grief as becometh a man,

"hand. I was eager to meet thee
'alone. and, lo ! here thou art, and we

midnight I swore I would g0 no far- will fight.”

ther if the halt cost me my

said he thought we migstrest. So

unsaddling and tying the horsey’ fore-

life. Tabal “We will not fight,” 1 returned.

“ Thou art famished with hunger and
weak from fatigue and would be at a

feet to prevent them from wandering, sore disadvantage. 1 will glve thee a

secure,
sclves and our
| spring,
dozen dates api
our wounds, and
done, we lay In the

we had another dri

und to sleep.

in our faces, greatly refreshed though ' If after that thou be of a mind to

stiff and sore in the reglons of our fight, I may sgratify thee. Meantime

I wounds.

reconnoitre the situation.
cautiously round among the rocks
out on the plain as far as eye
see, but nothing li
| locks of ravenous birds
fro between the mountains and
scene of the battle.
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