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e U o WHAT THEY SAY watched, though, and that is where snd climb up the face, he might es- course of events ) f?umﬂu'}!ted, was leading the other
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ent, o a s Y cents | ' tion of the g . rg tion in the wvill T i ,choxen WAaS a sheiler urice had picked it up and put It gork ¢ hil 1
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lent heaith and spirits. T am able to cat | Y v & bar of | arrested at once.” ! He smothered the fire W now, ore breath, the tiger sprang away| 5 K -
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answered with frep Dedle

:'I‘HI‘P his .ccket, he hastily unfolded ‘
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“1 ind beth your names here,” he
rald, looking at Platofr, ** Louls Miroft
| aind Serge Lyapin. This is a list of
the insncctor's party brought to me
an kour ago by the captain of his Ex-
(vllency’'s advance guard in order that
1 might copy it for my monthly re-
port.  Seeing your names upon It, 1
supposed you had preceded the Inspec-
tur. Mav I ask why you are leaving |°
poaln before Yis arrival 77
Platoff's courag+ rose to meet this |
trving emergency. ~ We belong to his
F:xcellency's party,” he answered, in a
Hrm voice,  my companion and I. We
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GEORGE BRAPPEL}
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Vaiuators of all kinds of property.

J. A. FRAZER,

must remain recret.” :
Then, sesing that the officer heslitat- |
ed. he added :—" Y.u saw the pass-
purts properly made out In our names. |
Surelv that {« sufficlent.” '~
e — Perhiaps there was an ill-suppressed

FRAZER & HENDERSON, ‘-";'fé‘.f'*i.:31'7'7..:‘3-‘2“‘:‘;';";?1?-1323P‘E-L"“;-E'”I.I':}L“E ;
AFouUEC, |
Without replying he held his lantern
to Platofl's fac~, and then turned it on

FPoussin, who sat white and miserable

Industrious Men of Character,

THE LINSCOTT COMPANY,
1CRONTO.

the County of Flalton.

on the tront seal. That woebegone |
Qales conducted promptly and economically. *&‘f:::;'is'ﬂﬂm!é confirmed the officers
Oout g

1 must put vou to the inconvenience
of a brief delay.” he said, ** No doubt
all will Le cxplained, but I dare not as- |
syuime uny risks. 1 will despatch a

A. Q. HENDERSON,

Milton I['. O, Omagh P. O.

; B =C anications to eitber address will re _
NE‘— DICAL. 1'L .:fl.f.,n:‘;,?ff.’f';t'fl'n,‘ic’“,“" o either sman at once to bring the cantain of
- . w ! ' | il:;u *.'Tr;ﬁ:aziﬁ“p}mr-d. He will know
I - | ] , wf course.

ART & ANBERSCQN, ‘ DNIITTOI The officer moved quietly forward |
P oeons. Ele : and caught the horses’ lines, while
A CLtin PRSI, :IPl |£ II\II I ISI G IMl ILL thrree soldiers with rifles in their |
art’s Offi < dence, Opp. Fuwn Huall, |r E hands came out ot the station and |
lapg0n’s (V' + . Lhlence, Cor. Main and 'I . EIHLH} Ili:-lur the sleage. ) l

:’ Yex," said Platoff® He will know |

CMILT ONT. . ; . ua, ()lh, ves, the captain will know |

¢ e ] Lumb&r, Lath, Shlllg|3$, P|ﬂk8t$, us.” His i trgmhlvd, and pe caught |
’ Maurlice's wrist in a convulsive grasp. |

D D. WICK= . MDD, CL ceda[ Fug‘si Etc. Poussin never turned his head. He |
LRC.1 £ linburgh } wns trembling like a leaf. Ten gseconds i

A - T r. L1 I . i : N :

P P& = 65t 70EN SOMERVILLE | —twenty- half a minute. |
S . went of Reformer No one moved or spoke. -,
p—=Main =t TR v Suddenly Platof* straightened up.

 Commercial sts.,
I

Ay

LscE—Corne 1 M
Jnt.

YETE‘.HM’. NARY .
{ R, CAMPRELL,

vETERI}-’.HZ'n SURGEON,
11 classes of Domestic Animals.
¢ promptly «ttended to.

o opposite tl Thompson House,
vt..” Milton.

| yagociated with Ti- Whaley, of Clhicago.

| nor Graduxte T -~ Univarsity.

v “Dewar’s Bl tl:8,

[ .‘t

- < - -

—
l'.;IH:\RHIT"Z [ 1 8|

#ﬂ

DexTi4al, (1K vILLE,

sit Milton
- uf o

,,g'nn{'.tt 11
:ﬁ———#

are Energetic and Strong,
above fi-lish rejudice against can:

T goord K, write and get my
The 1u% rinwtion will cost noth-

L int Wednesday

the by,

WE -

T:'.-Hl..
ﬂ"_i Ti

|

!

* men in the way of
.doney ; sonn: ol whou are now rich.
dn good things for you, if you are

ble apd will wi rk hard.

T. S LINSCOTT, Toronto.

-

~ -E;"J.lt; hundr: -

e m— e — —

e —

* 1VE YOU THE TIME?
{ ’ ”\ el )uf’*?’y do I\OI'/ wanl’
;agirﬂv.-:u \ lhfe con-
U2 1y Ho crng gome
bocy for IRe 1 rmn?o-day.
28 ¢ Jeweled EIgIn
N Df{ your own-J ]".E}r are e bé}r‘-
es Made -We nave fiem, &I}ﬂ a Chewce

: -}Ewe!r){, gﬂuerwarg-r. ~ Rk
i, . CLOCKS.

ge dlock of Fancy China Ware

g e
tf !

MILL STREKT.

‘Th-é F.]__o.hnson-w 1fliams

Dealers in Lumber, Lath, Shingles, &c

Painted Lumb:r a Specialty, T Platolt Fh;:ted . Mau-

: wrville' ' -, Milt rice. And, sweeping ussin into e

See sample at J._ﬁ?njlf_l:-ﬂllc':i fHLtDI‘}r ilton hottom. of the sledge with one arm, hs
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With one quick. marvellous leap he
sprang behind Poussin and snatched
the lines and the whip from the nerve-
legss fingers, He shouted fiercely, and
brought down the lash with stinging
soverity on the spirited horses. They
reared in the air, tore madly from the
ofhcer's detaining grasp, and before the
amazd soldiers could realize what had
taken place the <ledge was dashing like |
a meteor into the gloom.

.

Lumber CoO.,

OAKVILLE, ONT.

tiglitened his grip on the lin
Lll‘thIrF[] low hllnﬂ‘:tf.

Crack ! crack ! crack . crack !—for
two or three minutes the rifles popped
| continuously on the frosty air, and the:
bullets tore through the leather hood
and splintared. the woodwork on all
sides. Then the last shot echoed and
died naway, and the flashes of red fire
vanished, lcaving the night darker than
before by contrast.

50 YEARS’
EXPERIENCE

CHAPTER XXIIIL
PURSUIT AND ESCAPE.

Platoff's brave deed would probably

wve resulted disastrously had it not
oy presence of mind which

Communica-
ta ook on Patents

with pale crims#on—a rosy mist be-
neath which thé morning sun was|
creeping upward. The atmosphere

wasg clear and radlant, revealing every
tree and rock for miles around.

grav light stole over the frozen plaln
until the distant hills were dimly seen.
Morning was close at hand, and yet no
trace of the pursuit was visible.
ward the rugged hill tops were tlecked

the horses sped om

nostrils

Seatl,
were

white with foam, their glossy
flanks damn» and steaming. r

Platoff and Poussin were on the front
Maurice and D’hil
gilent,
landscape intently, straining their ears

Erive

and

East-

Still

untiringly, their

behind. All
rcanning the

to catch the slightest sound.

It was Maurice

alarm.

ficsty air.

who

sounded the

lig shamp cry echoed on the

His arm rolnted stralght

tc the northward, and, turning qulek-
ly. all #aw on the rolling crest of a dis- |

tunt Pkill

glc oo

w hule

a si

nele

b
lng in a sgerpentine course down the aw

lack streak mov-|

- Cpesacks ! ejaculated Platoff. A
companyv at least. They are
ccming at full rrezad.” |

“ Be calm,'s «ald Poussin. " They are

fully two miles distant.

corme to sart.’”

dashed at

H

level ground,

ing In their
rreaching scldiers until

His

soals,

The time hag

_ over the
co.npanions, turn-
watched the ap-
thev galn:d

the plain and vanished behird the gen-

tle
Irent

undul:itions
lat 'r the sledge

of the rcad.

A mo-'

awept over a

ridge, a'd Poussin drew up the pant-

ing horses in the hollow of a woocded | f;)iage.

ravine.

poured down frofm the hilla and emp- | of ice water. They ate a hearty meal,
tied into the Ussum, some Yards r]iﬂ-;-and then, slightly fatigued by the brisk

tar-t.

" There

Poussin,

A bubbling mountain stream |

fa nn time
the fugitives sprang to|
+ Tak> theee provislons,

as

the ground.

hcart of the hills'and wade up the bed |
of the stream until the 1'uadpls out of | BESIEGED BY A TIGER. thrust his great jaws into the hole, |, .~ o A
sight. Make a wide detour to reach| . growling horribly all the while. Mau- Russian. You are not alone, then -7 moment what yet Jay before them—
Viadivostock God he with you ancl| When Maurice cwoke, some time la-| ree seizing a loose fragment of stone, " No,” replied Maurice, and he brief- perils to appal thec stoutcst heart.
help \rlu m‘ FEI‘; = Th{*re‘u‘lll b 'ter, both of his companions were sleep-| dealt the brute a ‘iolent blow on thei ly exnlained who was with him. © Hul': bidding his companions rernain hid-
plenty ”“f OaR qui " e Warhour *:'Ing soundly. The sun was far to the| nose. ' what Lecame of those tu.'ﬂ'Cc:-asu{*ks " gen.in the bushes, Platoff climbed up
. }i : e AL ur at|,est, and the air was chilly and plerc-| He drew back Instantly, screaming D¢ added. anxfousl. 7 You hit On€, ¢pe gteep hill to the castward, hoping
this l'l me ‘ﬂ‘f : CAaT. . | Iﬂ.dl“h Uf_!tﬂfk s | mg. with rage,. and Maurice took Hd\'ﬂn[ﬂgel did viu not : ’
Do auy LD mles BBy BF T mad'i He ihrew oi tne rug and sat up. A of this interval to squeeze still deep- “ Yen" w=ald Darcmun, cooily. “li | |
» ,.if:”“.l. n‘erl*lj iar:} '*hgllg '“I.lr""”,,'w h _n:rustllng sound not far away attracted|er Into the crack. The tloor was ”f‘l chot the foremost 1‘..:11..11«.- in the head. |
et }*h exclaimad T ato : e have | i attentlon, and, looking acrosa the|soft, sticky clay. The roof, which He fell hack, and his comrade n:-nrrh.-dl >
Yerything. Heaven grant thal DO f,reqt he saw a deer—a big buck with pressed down on his head and body, | htm off down the hill.  They did not
look for sucl o warm reception. They

delay,

prompted him to drag his companions
to the bottom of the sledge. This. no
doubt, saved thelr lives, for althuugh
the bullets whistled by on all gides no

one WAas struck.
YWhen the firing ceased, Platoff rose

hts
to his feet and looked back. The lig
c:f the military post had vanished be-

; kly.
Ahmdlomn]r fMustrated '“rnﬂ. Sawost
scientific
ﬁum?ﬂr?mf r:g;thn. gL B-ojl?iﬂhr all nowsdealers,

(NN § G022 Now Yot

ce.

i — -

. _— d Reign,’ has Teber
“Queen Victorts Hor Lifo ar) ‘ond, which was On somewhat h e
Eﬂp?:re‘iiﬁf ?:;:;mtlhf “EELE mﬁrﬂg;gan:ﬁ ;?Eund. a few scattered.lights could be
tE.‘lt _ﬂﬂ uThE H B
s of Lorne says T seen. .
o 14 mal;if:l:f the Queen Iha¥o o] « Are they coming ¥ asked Poussin,
wﬂﬂﬂt; sends & kind 1etiey u{lap rﬁéaﬁ;, as he rose and climbed on the seat.
Belling by thousands; EIvCCRtINLG Conkly. |~ No,” said Platoft “1 can't hear
tmnnn.uDCEEY 9:3‘*; 30N COMEAFY, | any sounds of pursuit. They have R
ERA ttad . orses, you know.” .,
(Lismited) FORGEES h‘r.hll geems qulet behind us, said
Maurice, who was leaning over the
ck seat. LB
ba:‘ What's the matter 7 Who was
ghooting?”’ demanded =& smothered
volce, and Phil poked his head_ and

WANTED— CANVASSERS. of the o erest. In the village K-

ghoulders from under the Trugs.

- ft. briefly explained what had
sgpiss place, and then turned his

rill.

= : en

«ROGER BROS.1827 lj::::ng:n to the horses, :thif#e -12::
= the above trade mark is) stuck to the rn:li.dw;::' :Rl:: Anch

tHSeom e very article. We gell our | of ‘mm:ﬁdﬁn b W_ ) - '_- _'
- s E;ugﬂ at $4.70 per dozen. “"-nH;n.rid' me the lines,”’ sald Poussin.
e gl id 10 prnportinn wy will drive now.” And with a touch
All other goods 80 LT e e spurred Yt
watch and lock Repairing no “!'"Etm‘np ,!'.ﬂ' ﬁe;sqrt;ﬁ e Por - your
better place W antee always| * 04" Your pmw m w‘m‘:‘ ﬂﬂm“‘dgt_

" will be incr

l;: our company. #ﬂt_.ﬂ oft “."""m...

s
i .. .r « ’
. B N oL AR RO S
. e iy, T ¥ 1:, 1] sl o F ." 3
L. ¥ - .

. g BT g d ol § DGR ERe
= kr ; - ._'_. ; i 1 e I'- -i: ¥ ol PP
_ iy e ] iy o LT -“,.__h.;‘r_-__\.t Fop iy

" - - . i T : 'E" 3 ¥, g i (7] - e
" . [ % ’ "h__.'] 1{. :‘"" ; ;. 1 I__:-:'_-F"."IEIE.."#. T -'l. -.'"i“'.-. e i
--.-ll_-Ir :-. K - ..:‘ . r {; a 1 13
-.- . -:i- ¥ '.I. - ‘:-
45 \ i

PUrsuers
mayv have time tp escape.”

One at a time they clasped the brave
merchant’'s hand fervently,
tears in their eyes.

“* Good-bve, good-bye !"
out, chokingly.

“ Farewell ' sald Poussin.
with you!'!"
whip on his restless horses, he swept,
up the ravine and vanished from sight
over the pine-crmwned ridge.

The halt had been of less than two
minutes' duration. The Cossacks were
still two milles
. chances of escape were good.

The fugitives had climbed out of the
sledge on some lonse siunes that bor-
dered the stream.

Platoff led the way carefully down
{o the water's edge, and, stepping fear-
lessly in, thev waded
shallow channel, thus leaving no trace
behind to show that
xen relieved

For fullv a mile thev
penetrating
the forast.
her was =slightly
but the snow was still covered with
d their feet made no

v turned aside
ascended the terruption, and he

said Puussin, huskily. " Don’'t .
Remember I must [o8€ 3o hi dect.
the  track

far

the water,
deeper Inta
The wealt

a firm crust, an
impression on it as the
from the stream

The couniry wa
mcre so than it ha
The forest wag gloo

the Lills were gaun
of precipices and dark chasmes.

“ We are verv near the
der.” saild Pletofl.

the scenery is so W |
country is uninhabited.

Fortified by thel
tives travelled
pace, Cov
miles, and when
| halted amon
and made
with the rugs
_them, and wh ;
their racks all that day.
ing to light
per cold,

sleep, tal
‘the situation.

an

harm comes to you'!
many brave men in my timne, but none
that would have.dared to do what you,
have done— " ’
all 5

off

And,

in

to lose,'” said

"toke a rug aplece, strike back into the |

1 have known

lead vyour
that vou
and with
they called

“God be
bringing down the

the rear, and the

briskly up Lhe

he rledge had

of its load at that point.

all

ering et
twilight came 0O
{ loose stones

comfortable

that Poussin had given

ich thev had carried on
Not dar-

they Ate their sup-
= to

a fire,

4 then, not being ab
ked for an hour or more

g & heaD
themselv

L

and

s wild snd rugged.! when a sudden crash echoed througzh
d been at Any time. the
my and dim, and
t ard rocky, full

s

‘“ That

r long rest, the fugl-
that day at a rapid
twenty-five
n they .

least

a thin rain was falling. The long de-
layed spring had come at

last. ,
" It's useless to travel” said Platoff,

his feet on sharp

haps
constantly that the Cossacks were on

stones, buirt these mis-
were unheeded, for he imagined

tled down to the grcecund not a dozen
y

ardse awav.
A moment later a 117an dropped nim-

“ln two days, or three at the most,

we will reach Viadivostock,” =ald Cap-
tain Daroman.

“We must get along
We have

vostock s less

He tcuched up 'the horses, and they PoY in the Golden Hcrn, and the flags

foricus gallon

remalned Iin
deeper and !

milder,

Chinege bor-
why
{}Jd and lonely. The

“in this slush. We could not make
half a dozen miles. We will stay right
here until the weather changes. Viadl-
than 100 miles distant

consolation to you.”
Fortunately the camping place they
had chosen the previous night was emi-

nently suitable for & protracted stay.
It w:ﬂ a shallow cavern hollowed from

his track.

Let that be &  the ground.

lay supine on the ground.

The path now became blocked with
loose bowlders, and in his haste among
these he tripped and came hym'ily to

He ruse painfully to his feet—rose to

find himeelf face to face with a2 mon-
gsirous liger—a huge, tawny beast that

bly from an ov - rhanging rock—a tall,
slim fellow Iin 8 tnrn and faded Cos-
sack uniform, with a rifle in his hand.

Kpowing that this stranger must be
aware of his presence, Maurice hastlly
crawled out of his hole and stood up-
right. As he did ro the stranger Luirn-
ed. revealing the haggard featurces of
Caoptain DLaroman.

as best we can until then.
weap
wise to make use of them.”
jingling the belt of roubles,
the gocod it can do us.”

ron,” he added.

8 it is true, but it would be un-

“ We have money also,'” sald Platoft,
“ but it

might as well be 8o much dirt for all

"1t will come of use, though, later
““ A hundred roubles

' high clifft and running .
Li?.kb?ﬁroi Eo:et: cost. its face opsn,| ~'The disturbed lrute. iitied e heall’ Maurice levelled ihe revolver straightly e a strong temptation to some
of course, and protected from wind sleeplly and surveyed the intruder with jat tre man's hLuoad. ship captain in the harbour of Vliadi-
and rain by 8 thick screen of young |8littering cyes. His long, spotted tail| " D'on't attcmot to use vour rifle OF | vostock. " : i
fir trees. twitched, “‘“? from his throat issued I'll put « lLullet through you. Ne€|  Thep hefore it grew dark he set somy
1o Poussin’'s generosity, {t & deep ETOWL sald, quickly, SNAaTe ST et wi e
Thenks The tiger made no attempt to rise.’ 'The Haeslan's fece expremsed jphe tleah;pénn}hf:ﬂf;xutiw}:‘ ;?:':;]:i.i:.;”rh é‘ﬁt

was needless 10 WOITY about food. They
had plenty and to spare. StHl it was
a dreary four days that they spent (n,
that rocky nook, with nothing to do’
but eat, sleep, and talk. It rajned.
hard day and night; the snow faded |
'ay, the lce melted, and the grass

remained for & full minute.

ed that even #hould he succeed

underneath began to spring up with
amazing rapidity. In four short days
winter yielded to spring, and frozen,
Siberia was blossoming a paradise.

“ The jce is breaking on the rivers,”
eald Platoff, " and in the harbour of
Viadivostock. The ships will anchor

able, the shot would at once dra

in a worse plight than ever.
The tiger solved the

of all nations will float In the breeze.”
On the morning of the fifth day the
march was resumed. The sun was!
shining from a cloudless sky, and birds
were singing sweetly in the forest.
The fugitives pressed forward with

for £ refuge.
Such a place met

: ‘K in the very edge of ik . :
¢lastic step, snuffing the crisp, cool at- ly. a deep crac g of the (liff, and Maurice faoldowe: |

: . i o . fght and break-
magpliere mnd bathine 1ok feees in thrueul::flu' ril:n:-}anagpf:jﬁjll? wiTall:e mﬁ- (lse behind, wondering at the strange };:L f?lfeE?cﬂlllc?:-i:ugﬂlmgrim; Poussin
the warm sunlight that penctrated the g : : ¢ enough (1. that had brought about this .4 gl":‘t:n themn some salt, and Maurice

nces he

: ing to welgh the cha g
At noon they halted beside a spring Elmiﬂf nntglnd fER hie  Yoad and' _huddunl}' he rtflﬂl.‘n1tJr‘r[-d that he ¢ red pepper; so, with the 1id of these
shoulders into the crevice. It was a }}?{Hntlr“*‘;'llﬁnﬁlﬂm.l:'f’;:‘]f %?‘;E:_Sm;? f;lc‘ condiments. the flsh were quite palatas
. : tight squeeze, but with a prodigious ). . ors L cart sickened AL th= e

:;E:Iir;iﬂ::ig; ir%;:_ﬁ!:::; on tht}eﬂ'nn he maenaged to drag his :'-Ihule '11};:‘.1;1*1 lhu.t T;'hf?}' ;:t:re llﬁqh:ahh even  Thes travelled that dry with in-
| body inside and craw] back a few feet| .. H,:“ Cusliny 0f Lhe a0 IEs. __ creased cautlon and haltel when-the

lf'rom lhe umning_ Thiﬂ h’E hﬂd mf‘t‘l}' ._ '-\I]" hf‘. cried itf,l DDaromati. ; I sun was low imn a L1+'-—'§1 ‘L'H”'-.‘F.
must go back. My companions are; gy yere visibly cxnciteo - One more

CHHAPTER XXI1YV.

pounced angrily upon the spot,

'branching horns—strolling past Aan

open glade, thirty yards distant.

With sudden excitement he extended
'a trembling hand for his revolver, and
He was hungry for
fresh venison, and here waa too good|
'a chance to be neglected. The canned
food and musty cheese put up by the
starosta was beginning to grow weari-
' some.
| He delayed for a moment, uncertain|
'thtether to awake his companions or
not. 3
| * Better let them sleep,' ‘he thought.
"1 won't be gone long.”

The deer by this time had crossed
the glade and vanished in the forest
beyond, so Maurice started oft brisk-
ly, intending to make a wide detour
and get ahead of his victim.
. He ran up the valley for nearly a
quarter of a mile, keeping close to the
base of the hiil, and then crept cau-
tiously down into the hollow, peering
ahead through the leafless branches
of the trees.

" In this sheltered retreat patches ef drag him out.
anow still lay here and there on the|’
ground, and through one such spot—ean
open glade—Maurice tramped heed-
lesely.

Still he saw no trace of the deer. He
paused and listened intently, but the
forest was very still. He drew back
into a clump of bushes and sat down

on a fallen leg.

The minutes passed on without In-
had about made up

his companlionr

fortable.

ed him to the bone,

into a terrible rage. Presently

rolling half over on his silde, made

elbow duwn.

the beast furlous. With eyes

stalactiten
claws like India rubber.

cite him to greater efforts.

but the report would

culty,
the Cossacks to the spot.

bring

his mind to return to native would be presented.

torest, and he sprang to his feat

lurking in the vicinity made Maurice'r

blood run cold, but on second thoaght
he was inclined to belleve that his
companions were awake and searching
ifer him.

Under this impression he was about
to leave his hiding place and startur
the valley when a sight met his eves
that caused him to crouch deeper Ir
the bushes with a shudder.

ger
its

mouth of the hole.

cavity grew larger every second.

In a very short
be able to enter.
that If anything was to be donme

must be dope at once,

'He Jooked at Maurice, and Maurice
looked at him, and In this position they !
Maurice
slid his hand cautlously toward his,
belt, and the revolver was already in:
his gra:p when he suddenly remember- |
In | Liger was after |
shooting the tiger, which was lmpmb-l
w the!
Cossacks to the spet, ard he would be!

difficulty by
slowly rising, and that broke the spell.|
' Wheellng around, Maurice darted at
the top of his speed hack along the
cliff. A hoarse growl warned him that |
the tiger was coming In pursuit, and
in desperation he cast hls eyes about

hia sight instant-

’ i =
for him to crawl in, and without tit:ei" meeting with his old enemv.

| accomplished when the pursuing tiger
' and |

was covered with stalactites, and from|
these fell water with a constant drip.
His situation was decldedly uncoin-|
He could scarcely move hisjered md
legs, and he had the restricted nse ofled to
one arm only, while the {cv water chill-

Meanwhile the tiger, squatted outside ieave the
on the ground, was working himself
hl;'.
sprang to the mouth of the crevice, and |

viclous dig at Maurice with his fore
paw, catching the lad’'s arm and rio-
ping open the heavy sleeve from the
The sharp claws tore the
flesh, anl the smell of blood rendered
that
shone like fire, ancd snaring feroclously.
he tried again and again to reach his|
victim, jamming his head against the,
and stretching his grent]

Maurice drew himself as far back as
possible. expecting €ach moment thal
the great paws would seize him B.ru:i1

He made no further attempt to strike
the brute with the stone he still held
in his hand, fearing it would only in-

All this time the loaded pistoi was
still in his belt, but he dared not fire.
He could easily reach it, and no doubt

be could kil the tiger without difM-
surely

1f his

life was in actual danger, not betlare.
le little thought how soon the alter-

for five minutes or more the tiger
thrust his claws repeatedly into the

suddenly, with a hoarsc growl, the ti-
bounded forward again, and with
pcwerful forepaws began to dig fu-
riously at the soft, miry clay about the
The loose chunks

of dirt flew in every direction, and the

time the tiger would limbs exc
. Maurice realized toff allow

utmo=t surpriz¢ as he saw who It war

tyat confronted him.,
Then, advancing a slep,
“ P'ut up your weapon. ]l mean you
o barm. We are now companlon:
in misfortune. And =o it was youu the
7 I would have driven
the brute off long ago, but knowing
tL.ut the Cossacks were in the %elgh-
bourhcvd. 1 dared not fire.”

the morning brougit with
surprise,. The doeaplscd
he sald .— P :

e nred.
another

d
for

dcouked and cagerly
afforded strength
Btopped on the
stream.

—

'vinced Maurice that he meant nNO g ghallow part of the channcl,

hLI‘II"L 11{1:: luu.-crﬂd_ his weapon and a narrow aperture in the centre. At
It‘l*.l{:lfl.'d J; to his belr, this place he held & rude net made

Quick ! Let us get away from grom the lining of hib coat, while Mau-
thig,” exclalmed the captain. I'here rice and Phil, entering the stream some
nay be other soldiers In the neigh- yards above, waded slowly down to-
bourhood. There Is 1o time 1o 19%€ warqd the dam, beating the water on
If we would escane. each side with sticks. In this WaA¥ &

up the valley a mnile from here."
Your comnenions | exclaime«l lhf' to Vladivostack.

heo 1 lurking in the neighbour-|
for srvelal days, They discov-
trucks in the =now, and hop-
They are ogly strag-
bvidies of troops i’LI"I:'r
That is why we murt;
at unce. Of couyse|
to reach the Eeile |

hav:
hood

cranpture me.
glers, but learger
' pot far awav.
lncality
Yy Gl sy"r: t1ving
' port 7

" Yes," said Maurice,
“thet 1s our objeet.”

v Well” sald Daroman., 1 shall e
glad to axcomrany you. I have had |
quite e¢nough of Russia, and will en-,
deavour to reach some olther country
I know something of the Pacific
ccast. and of Viadivostock, and that
experience s at your benefit {f you
will mccewt (it

v ZWalt until we see Platoff,” Maurice
arswered, evaszivelv. .
| The Russlan inight ?
 epough, but his past conduct

reluctuntly;
a

sincere
vas

TH

| against hir.
They turned down i.to the valley

Maurice leading the way. Daroman’
arturance that only those two s8ol-|
di¢rs were in the nelghbourhocd had
quieted his fears.  One of them was
rirobatly dead, and his companion ©
oculd do nothing <ingle-handed.

It was nearly sundown when the b

consternation the spot was deserted. _before. One thing In our favour
“ They have gone EWBY." he exclaim the wild nature of the country.
ed. “I must find them before nigh uninhabited hills slope

comes.’’
* What's
~** Listen " |
A low., clear whistle was distinctly
heard, and as Maurice whisty:d In re-

the man’s head,

Captain Daroman. 1 am sure

¢ late and
 down to

'edge of the bay.”

that ' sald Daroman. |

they
at a fire |
gtretched themselves on the ground

absence aud related his
with the tiger and the meeting with the
Russian.

Then Daroman briefly explained his
object and wishes, speaking with ap-
parent frankness and gincerity. His
' thin., careworn face and shrunken
ited the boye vity, but Pla-
ed nn sentimental considera-

!t tjons to infiuvence him. _
 You can accompany us,” he sa

along the ground.
| Tne

words of
panions off in single file.
Realizing the increased

pow surrounded them,

every possible precaution, seek

fd ! the deepest part of

{1t a pleasing
snares cen-
tained one a rabit, the other a hirds A
fire was kindled, and tiic game WgS
This
day's
journey, and late in the alternoon thew
banks of a narrow

‘ 5 : With some loose stones Platoff con-
Something in the Russian's face ¢oN- gtructed a rude triangular dam across
leaving

1{e ~tarted off rapldiy along the hafFe q,,05n npice flsh were procured, suffici-

had fortunately hc¢ld cn to the Lotile

march—Iless pcrhaps—would bring them
They f{~rzot {or the

Maurice leveled his revolver straight ad

to gain a sight of the distant sc¢a, but
the horizon was dimyned by misty gray
louds and he returned disappointed.
“ Viedivostock 18 not far away,” said

o

8

clear
the town and almost 0 the

; %
The fugitives devoured the only food
had—a couple of cold fish cooked
the night before—and then

in wild excitement, just in time to ®ee| c.ovice  Then he drew off a yard ply Phll and Platoff broke from the in
the frightened Jeer go past him liko 21 5p g0 and =at on his haunches, licking bushes and came gladly forward. ;’1!:1 :h!if;&“"i’gtgt T’E‘_‘;ﬁ’::ﬁemjw:n -
streak. his bloody nose and whining angrily. They regarded Captain Daroman at miind pm % ool Ett::ﬂr']j ‘ a.hi' -y
Something had scared the animall gione sprang up anon in Maurice’s with evident aversion, and Platoff lis- o "0 fill shat GOE auriwaw R
badly. breast, und he began to think that the tened with a passive, unchanging fu all further rest. It drf:rpper]‘tl S e

The possibility that a tiger Was|,.ute would leave him in peace. But countenance A8 Maurice explaired his
adventure the follage ana crept in little rivuiels

remainder of the night Wwas

Through the forest, less than forty
yards distant,

In one hand he held &

came a burly Cossack

orer | resplendent in his green uutoljm.
rifie, and with

Lither he must slay the animal at
the risk of belng recaptured by the
Cossacks or he must be torn to pleccs

wrnd devoured. He choee the first aiter-

‘after & ghort deliberation, * but bhe.l
this in mind, at the first sign of
;trmehery I will shoct yox as 1 would
a dcg. I rave little leve for thoase
‘who wear the Csar’s uniform.”

. Daroman’'s face flushed,

| ing tn the shelter
It rained steadily all the
I:l.rn'.l with wet clothes and empt
 achs the fugitives felt miscra
' deed. At noon, as they Wwere,

']
.1"1.
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'* You forget,” he replied, “that
pe frcm Biberia ns as much

With some difficulty be drew the re- _niuultdau tqg-you."

-
&

aned t other he led hia horse.
Platoff was much distresse about | the | ' .
- PoUSEE.. S nished o - et >l flth“ih ‘l:;nitt' hlood:;o:u:: t:.:g
“1 fecr ‘h:':‘lg' ﬁ'-n'}h? Governmen mt | dler. &lso on Se0S Snd:-Seni olling trngwe, even the mines of Kara
verely,” he - steed by the S i X cemed pref to such a death.
Vet avhiook ek 3 B | Faey savanced oo the soup siadn :
ABid be able to Wake & satiatactory bending Sreriig EFEIRC I0f ApPInX
At s RPN B R e O N s,. St SRR . o - . ’
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llng a steep, wooded ridge,

o —

es-
to

To be Continued.
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