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G. E. McCRANEY,

Barrister, Milton.

Bﬁffll-luf, Etc., .;"'.'--mr_u Public.

MoNEY 1 Loan,
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'y lace Bakery Block, Quoru= 19

For a machine 10 build
the cheapest strongest
ence made of wire.

— e ————

LM[]LLW, KAPPEI L & BICKNELIL,

- davrristers an! Solweitors. i . . ' —
onmee O pperis Lot B Ve | FRAZER & HENDERSON,
(IKORGE EAPPELE m¢'n-od. Auﬂﬂﬂﬂear. m
the County ©f EIaltoR.

WiLLiaM LATBLAW, Q ..

Jaurs B ksreiL,

E'-_#-—-—_ ————————————E

}ﬁEDh;AL,

'NDERSON
DR&. STUART & AN ELNON, -L_L. m . A. Q. HEI

Omagh P. O.
Ph!"iﬂ“"-'. Nuiyeons, K. N.¥ -acltinnn to either address will re

Dr. Stuart'eOfce at Kesil=i ¢, Opp. Town Hall. | ceive prumlit#ﬂtlﬂﬂ*
Dr. Anderson's Office st 1o« deuce, Cor. Maip and - e

coui The Johnson-Williams

- 32-1y
Lumber Co.,
OAKVILLE, ONT.

Dealers in Lumber, En@'Shimles. e,
Painted Lumber 3 Specialty.

See sample at J. gomerville's factory, Milton

:M:II-'I'ON
PLANING MILL
Lath, Shingles, Pickets,
Posts, Etc.

Sales conducted promptly and economically.
Vaiuators of all kinds of property. p
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MILTON, ()NT.
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YETEH\INA RY,
MW
JOHN R. CAMPBELL,

VETERINARY SURGEON,

Treats all classes of Domestic Animals.
Calls pmmptly attended to.
Office ite the Thompson House,
Miil'.l St ilton.
______.—-—-"-"—__

DR. TELFER,

VETERINARY SURGEON AND DENTIST.

(m..h Ontarlo Veterinary College.)

All diseases of domenti ated animals treated oD

the latost prinoipals of Veterinary Science,

Calls Fpﬂ" attendet to night or day,
Two Jours kEast of the Old Kirk
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Fortunately Dr. Snow: was present,
and, calling upon Lucas to assist him,
together they bore her from the room,
vermitting onlv a couple of women to
follow them.

The squire, utterly confounded at the
unexprected turn of events, scarcely
knew what to do next, and in order to
gain time, declared a recess of ten
minutes. The jurymen started to leave
‘their seats. but the squire requested
that they would not do so, and that
they would not converse about the
case with the other persons present.
The crowd fell to discussing the situ-
ation, and a hum of voices filled the
room. Mr. Barnes and Mr. Tupper
arose and went on the stand with the
squire.

“ Well gentlemen,” said the squire,
“this ig a surprising affair. What shall
we do now 77 |

* Mr. Barnes,”’ said the lawyer, "you
are more conversant with the case.
What ig your opinion of Miss Marvel's
statement 77

 Gentlemen,'” sald Mr. DBarnes, ‘it
is evident that Miss Barnes really be-
lieves that she killed Mr. Lewis. It is
plain to my mind, however, that we
should be mest careful in accepting
such a theory. In the first place, 1
would call attention to the evidence
offered by Dr. Snow.
he found two wounds, one having pass-
ed through the nightdress, and the
other not. This simple fact proves be-

yvond doubt that the deceased changed

his clothing after recelving the first
wound. Therefore It is manifestly
clear that the shot which Miss Marvel
admits she fired at him could not have
proved fatal, for if s0 we would be
obliged to belleve that the other wound
was made by the bullet from the pistol
of Lucas in order to account for there
being two wounds, but these shots fol-
1owed in such close succession that

there was not time for him to have
effect-d the change of clothing.

‘““* There !8, however, a bare possibil-
ity that he had already received the
first wound and was in bed, when, at-
tructed by the dog, he arose and went
to the window. In that case he might
have been killed by the ball from
Misg Marvel’'s weapon. Thus far,
however, we have no evidence that
would - substantiate a susplcion of Lthis
kind. Miss Carpenter and Mr. Ever-
ly would have heard the report if a
<shot Lad been fired earlier. Miss Car-
penter heard shotg at nine o'clock, the
{ime when Miss Marvel discharged her
weapon. There is, however, more con-
vincing evidence
to corroborate me in the stand which
I take.

made by Miss Marvel or not, ur
whether by [ucas, elther accidentally,
as he claims to have fired, or with de-
sign. But I am positive that neither
of the shots fired at ihat hour

the deceased.”

““ You allude to the scrap of papes |
of which you told me, do you not T

asked Mr. Tupper.

1 do,” replied Mr. Barnes. ‘* But
let me explain to the coroner, 80 that
he may be convinced of the necessity
¢ continuing. I fournd upon the table
n the parlour a sheect of paper upon
which was written, 'If 1 am dead In
the morning, my murderer js'—the sen-
tence being unfinished. This seem8s
to prove that Mr. Lewis recognized his
first assailant at least, and that, fear-
ing death, he meant to warn us as to
the identity of the person. True, the
name does not appear, but the words
are suffielently significant. I presume
there I8 no doubt as to the writing 7"
Mr. Barnes handed the paper to the
squire, who examined it closely and
with great interest. After & moment
he replied :

[ recognize this.as the handwriting

of Mr. Lewis.
with it, and there can be no doubt.”

+ The deduction, then, is self-evi-
dent,” contlnued Mr. Barnes. DT
Snow has testifled that AMdeath was in-
stantaneous. Consequently this writ-
ing refers to the first assalilant. There-
fore, unless it can be shown that he
received a wound prior to nine o'clock,
Miss Marvel did not -inflict the fatal
wound, if her shot reached him at all.
There is a break in the plastered ceil-
ing of the parlour, showing the fur-
row of a bhullet. That was probably
made by Miss Marvel or by Lucas. We
cannot determine which.”

« Mr. Barnes,’  sald the squlire,
“ your reasoning convinces me that
whatever may have been the girl’s In-
tent when she fired her bullet did not
kin Mr. Lewis. The worst that can
Le claimed is that she is responsible
for the lesser wound, and, as you say,
even that would be difficult to prove.
If you take the same view, Mr. Tup-
per, we will continue.”

w1 certainly agree with Mr. Barnes
in all his deductions,”’ said Mr. Tup-
per. 1 am confiden
yet know who fired the

that sentence, an call
Miss Lewlis, acting upon a suggestion

from Mr. Barnes, I hope to learn |

The squire Q.En announced that the
inquest would b ontinued, and imme-

diately all Tes8 med their seats and
ceased talking.
 Gentlemen,” sald the squire, ad-

dressing the jury, - Mr. Barnes, the

detective in this case, the district at-
are satisfied that &

t be rendered with-
out more evidence. Therefore, not-
withstanding the words uttered by the
last witness, Wwe will proceed. 1 will
nicrely call vour attention to the fact
that, though Miss Marvel admits that
she fired at Mr. Lewis, Dr. Snow tea_ti-
fled that he found two wounds. Miss
Marvel could not inflict two wounds
py firing ene shot, and cannot Know
herself whether or not rhe has
mitted @& homicide.

Lewis."”
Virginia entered and t
Mr. Tupper conducted the exa

tion.
« yiss Lewls,

you Aare
ceased, :" i

jght when -
N E; believe that is true.

“was deprived of all chance of fresh air. |

He tells us that |

which I can adduce |

[ am in doubt whether the |
wound which did not prove fatal was

was |
the one which destroyed the life of

I am perfectly familiar |

“ Will you tell us where you went 7"

1 will not, as that is my. private
affair.”

' No one's affairs are private when
murder has occurred. However, since
you refuse I will tell you whére yon
v ent. First. you met a man in the
summer-house, and then You crossed
the river to meet another man.” The
law yer paused, waiting to note the,ef-
fcct of his words, but Virginia re-
n gined hmmpassive.

1 will go further and tell vou that
the first was Harry Lucas, and, more,
that you invited tim to the meeting.
fince ] have shown you how much 1
krow, ycu will doubtless see the folly
of any attempt at concealment.”

“ Qince you seem to be 80 well In-

formed, 1 cannot see€ why vou appeal

to me at all.”

“We do rot claim to know every-
thing. Will you please tell us why
ycu asked Mr. Lucas (o meet you 7"

1 had a private commirsion to glve
him."”

“ Do you refuse to give us any in-
fcrmation as to the nature of this
commigsion 7’

.1 do."”

- Miss Lewls,” sald the lawyer, 1
tave intimated that we have discov-
ered the Identity of cne of the men
vtom vou inet that night, and it is
prerhaps as well to tell you that we
also kno'v who the other was.”

““ You appear to have learned a great
deal,” replied Virginia, coldly.

.+ We have found out something, but
not all that we wish to know. Yom
met Mr. Lucas. Your conversation
was overheard, and we therefore know
that vou sent for him to ask his aid.
You expected to meet Mr. Marvel.”
X1 Tupper spoke in his usual mea-
cured tones, ani both he and Mr.
Barnes watched Virginia closely, but
even at this name she did not flinch.
Mr. Barnes wondered how she would
act when they would produce the man
hirnself. Mr. Tupper continued :—

- You had been notified that he
weuld await you in the woods across
the strea'n that night, and you were
to determine whether or not you would
¢lope with him. This you concluded
rot to do. Therefcre you feared that
he would become desperate, and you
decided to have his friend, Mr. I.ucas,
ovrortunely meet him after you left

lim, to see that he did no harm. Now
will you tell us what you feared, he
would do 77

1 see that you have managed O
digscover all that Miss Marvel Knew.
Will not that suffice 7"

“We wish to Know
g0 fearful of leaving
to his own socicty.”

“1 belleve such a thing as ‘fear’ 18
unknoswn to me, o you are far from
the truth. No man is in an enviable
frame of mind when a woman rejects
him. Was it extraordinary, then, that
I should have wished his friend to join
him at such a time 7" She spoke with
congiderable feeling.

“ No. Miss Lewis, your action under
the circumstances was Vvery commend-
able. But did you not have a deeper
motive 2 Did you npot think that he
might become despelate enough to take
life 7"

“1 admit that I did.”

“ W hose—your uncle's 77

“ No, no' I thought he might come-
mit suiclde: he Is passionate and im-
pulsive. I thought that in a moment
of despair he might raise his hand
against himself. He would never take
another's life.”

“ He attempted to do so once bhefore,
I believe ” :

To this Virginia made no reply, but
her face assumed an expression of the
utmost contempt.

+ Miss Lewis,” continued the lawyer,
“ will you kindly tell us about how
lJong you remained at the interview
with Mr. Marvel 7 I don't expect any
exact reply. An approximate one will
do.”

1 cannot tell

were
man

whvye YOU
this young

very closely, though
I know about when |1 reached the
house again. But I will not answer
unless you explain why you wish to
know."”’

Mr. Tupper had recognized at the
outset that Virginia was not to be
frightened into anything, and he de-
termined to deal with her openly.

“1 will do so willingly,”™ said hée
« We have found that you left the sum-
mer-house at or near 9 o'clock. Soon
after several shots were fired, one at
least at the deceased. We are not
sure, however, that either of these kill-
ed your uncle. Now, if vyou can give
us the time when Yyou returned, it
may be the means of proving whether
he was allve or dead at that hour.
These matters of time ofien prove of
inestimable value.” :

“ Very well, It was half-past ten
when I reached my room.”

« Thank you.” It was his cue to con-
clliate her as far as possible. ‘' When
you went in, did you pass through the
parlour 7"

“ No, sir. 1 entered my apartment
by the door opening into the dining-
room."’

Mr. Barnes bhelieved that this was
true. for he had traced her footprints
from the steps of the plazza by the
diniung-room, and returning they reach-
ed the same place. Thus she must
have entered the house at that point,
and naturally passed through the din-
ing-room to her own chamber. Re-
sum.ing the examination, Mr. Tupper
asked : -

“ puring the night did you hear your
uncle moving about 7

*“ No. sir.”

“ Now let us come to the discovery
of the crime. You will recall that
when the detectives accidentally dis-
turbed you in your room, the morning
after, you admitted that you had al-
ready found out that your uncle had
been murdered. . Thus you were the
first to do so. 1Is that a fact T

“1 believe so. At least it is true
that i knew of the death of my uncle
at that time.”

“ Exactly. You had gone into the
parlour, and you had found the body,
which you recognized as that of your
uncle, ar I may say stepfather, before
the squire and the others arrived : o

“Yes, sir.” .

“ Did you take anything from
room 7

“ Yes, sir; 1 took a pistol.” -

 Where did you find this pistol T

“On the floor.”

“ Why did you take it ?”

“ Because it i8 mine and has mYy
name on the stock, and because if
fcund by anyome else it might have
been unplessantly suggestive.”

“ [ belteve it ghoWwed evidence of hav-
ing been fired off, did it not 7"

“That was another reason why I
was anxious to have ft.”

was causing profound as-
tonishment by her admissions.

the
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Mr. house at th§k

“ Miss u‘,i.'u said Mr. Tupper.lm hour ? You say he did not see¢

“how came your
m?ed - y pistol to be dis-
“1 use it constantly, and therefore
is quite possible that I fired at some-
ln; on Saturdav.”
h'gl!it is, the dav before the mur-
- Yen wir
How did it happen te be out of
w:yr possession on Sunday night ?”
I had it when I started out, but
changed my mind about taking it with
me, and as I passed through the par-
lcur I laid it on the mantel.”

This answer suggested the possibility
that this was the pistol used by Mr.
Lewis when he fired at Lucas, as had
been testified by Miss Marvel. The
next question was : -

“ Now, If you please, will you ex-
plain why, if you were £0 anxious to
avoid suspicion by hiding the pistol,
yeu should now be so ready to tell
trhe whole story ?

“ 1 never intended to conceal the fact
that the w~apor. was found by me
where it was, but I tnought that if 1
offered it in evidence myself 1 would

urally enough have been aroused had
ery other p rscn made the discovery.”

Mr. Barnes knew this was not true
and that her first intention had been
to destroy nll trace of the ure of the
pristol, as was plainly proved by her
having cleaned the barrel. He knew
also trat she was at present folowing
out the plan which she had formed
after she had seen him pick up the
cartridge-cap in her room, the firat
step in which had been to replace the
empty shell by another. Her exam-
iration was ccntinued.

 Did you remove anything else from
the rcom where the corpse lay 7
1 414"

This reply was a complele surprise
to Mr. Barnes. He knew that Mr.
Turper was alluding to the paper upon
which, they thought, was written the
name of the murderer, and he was
astonished to find that she appearod
about to admit its pceseeslon. The
rext question was @

“ Will vou kindly state what that
was, and why you tock it 7%

« It was a medalllon locket.
that also becausc it is mine.”

Wr. Barnes now understood why she
red admitted takirg something, since
it was not the paper. He was, never-
theless, curious about this new polint.

.+ Where did you find this lock:t it
arked Mr. Tupper.

.+1 noticed that my uncle had his
fist tightly closed, as though holdive

eomething, and, forcing it open, I re
a.oved the locket.”

“ Have you it with you y

“ Yes, rpir.”” Taking it from her bos-
~m, she handed it to him. Mr. Tupper
exr.mined it closely, and opened it
Looking at the portrait which it con-
tained, he asked :

“ Do you know whose
R

“ 1t is mine. It was taken when |1
vwas quite a child.”

Mr. Tupper was about to past the
trinket to the squire, when, @8 he

-
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Virginia was thrown off her Juard.

p.osed it. something attracted his at-
tention, and scrutinizing it more care-
fully, he dropped it into his pocket
and asked :

« Miss Lewis, I think you said that
tFis helongs to you 7"

. Yes, sir, though 1 have not had It
for some time."”

- Ah' How <was that ! i

“1 rad concluded that it
gut rnow I see that my uncle
Prve had L7

« Hew can you be sure that this is
ycurg ? Has it your name O any other
rerk by which ycu would know it 7"

* No: there is no name On it, bmt 1
know that it is mine, for, ag you see,
i1t is of peculiar pattern. 1 unave been
told trat my mother had it made spe-
clally for my picture, and it has been
jin my possession, except lately, for as
long as 1 can iemember.”’

Mr. Tupper pondered a second, but
gaid no more on this subject at that
tin.e. Nor did Le pursue the point
al,out the plece of paper directly, but
determined to approach that by an-
other method.

““ Now, then, Miss Lewis, we will go
back to the meeting acrcss the river,
! {f you please. Did vou meet Mr. Mar-
vel ? But, siop—you have already 2d-
mitted as much. Tel us whether you
left him on the other gide or whether
he crossed cver with you.”

« We separated before 1 rowed back

to the farm.”
. 'Phen you left him across the riv-

 er 7"
. " Yes, sir.”

 Did he say where he meant to go?”

« To Epping.”

This seemed doubtful to ¥r. Barnes
in the face of the fact that he had
found Marvel at Portsmouth, but then
he remembered that Joseph Ha _
had testified to meeting Marvel at &-
“ping on the ing after the mur-
der. Mr. Tupper continued :

“ Did he say where he would go af-
ter that 7"’

“He did not lay out & route and
furnish me with a complete plan of
his movements for the future. He
did, however, mention that he would
return to Epping, from which place
he had come that night.”

«“ Do you think that he proceeded to
that place immediately after leaving

ou?’

y Virginia was very cautious, now that
the subject involved information about

her lover.
“How should I be able to reply defl-

nitely 7’ said she.
“ Do you Kknow, then, whether he

crossed the river and visited the house
after parting with you o
] should say not, as I took the
boat.”
“ Do you mean to say that you did
not see him after you left him at the
mlr.ila tree 7"

was lost,
must

L |
|

the river 7"
| *“ What makes

him,

but
door
course

i
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avoid the suspicion which might nat- |8l

' kind. There I8, however,

you. Could it be that he sought your
uncile, hoplng to effect a reconciliation?
that the only obstacle to

it

« That Mr. Marvel should have sought
my uncle at that hour is preposter-
ous. You say that he did come to the,
house, which 1 doubt, but even though
he did not succeed in seeing me, is
it not more probable that it was his
object to do so ™

*1f so, how is it that he 4id not
pucceed ?”’

* I retired as soon as I reached home,
and did not hear anyone enter after
me. That i8 why I doubt your theory,
for I am a light sleeper.”

Mr. Tupper now executed a bold
move. Taking the paper which Mr.
Barnes had found in the pariour of
the farmhouse, he folded it so that
only the first half of the sentence
could be read. Approaching Virginia,
he suddenly held it up before he eyes
and sald:

“ Did ycu ever see this before y 2ikd

This was =0 unexpected that Vir-
nla was thrown off her guard. At
the first glance she smothered an ex-
clamation and hurriedly put her hand
to her breast. Instantly, however, her
agitation passed, and she replied
quite calmly. "

“* No. Never."”

“1 belleve you, for had you done
so it would never have reached my
hands. Now please take it and ex-
amine it closely.”

She did so, and then said, * It looks'
like my uncle’s “writing, and it would
gseem that he tried to communicate to
us the name of his assallant.” I

* Precisely, and, more, he made an-
other attempt and—succeeded. Miss
Lewlis. the second paper is In your pos-
session."

‘“*You ar?
coldly.

“1 am not. I say not only did you
take that paper, but you have it se-
creted about your person at this very |
minute.”

Virginia answered by a half scornful
smile. Mr. Barnes showed some little
excitement. He was accustomed to
deal with wary criminals, but had

gever met with a woman 8O provok-
irgly self-pessessed as this one. '

“ Come, Miss Lewis,” sald Mr. Tup-
per, ‘' it is useless to deny what 1 say.
I set a trap for you deliberately, and
you were caught, in gpite of all your
strength of will. When 1 showed you
that paper, I well knew. ¥you had no
idea that it existed, and therefore my
object was Lo see what you would <;.'.c:n.1
belleving that your first glance would
1nake you think it was the other paper.
As I expected, you at once feared thart,
you had lost it, and instinctively felt |
for it in the bosom of your dress."’

“Did I 7" with a shrug o4 the shoul-
ders.

Mr. Tupper looked at her a moment
and then, with his eyes still intently
upon her, he sald, vCull Walter Mar-
vel."”

mistaken,’”' s8he

replied,

CHAPTER XL
THE VERDICT.

There are some individuals whose
nerves are so well trained that they
¢an be made 1o sustain almost anv
atrain without giving evidence of the
tension to which they have been €x-|
jored.  Virginia Lewis wus of thig
in all prob-
abllity, no force in nature that has not
a breaking point, beyond which it is
imposasible for integrity to endure, and
go it was In the case of this most Te|
markably strong-willed girl. She had
passed threugh a flery ordeal bravely,
and I might say successfully, until at
lagt the unexpected had come to de-
stroy all her powers of control.

Nevertheless she was not one to glve
wa', like her friend Alice Marvel, and
though she certainly started very per-
ceptibly when her lover's name was |
called, she looked like a frightened
animal who, though awalting a death-
Liow. was vet prepared to die hard.
Ag she stood, expectant and defiant,
she won the admiration of all the men
in the room, a thing of no small con-
sequence when it is remembered that
twelve of these composed the jury.
There was a painful silence until the
entrance of the next witness. At last’
he came, and when Virginia saw him!
and knew that this was nu trick that
was being played to frighten her into
revealing that which she had deter-
mined to conceal, she could not repress
a slight cry as she stepped from the
stand and dropped Iinto the nearest
seat. Then she assumed a stolld ex-
pression, which defled the scrutiny of
Mr. Barnes or any of the others,

Marvel cast one hasty glance in her
direction, and with his lips a little
fiimly compressed, he took his place
on the witness-stand. Mr. Tupper al
or.ce began —

* Mr. Marvel,
day of the fete given by
at Riverside 7"

+ Most distinctly.”

¢ 1 believe yvou attempted to kill Mr.
Lewis (n that occasion 7

““* 1 drew out my pistol under great
provocation and in anger, Miss Lewlis|
atruck my arm, and my weapon was
discharged.” '

“ Do vyou mean that when you took |
out vour pistol it was not your inten-
tion to fire it 7"

1 cannot tell what my intention
was. As I said, I acted under excite-
ment. It .s impossible Lo s8ay what
may or what may not have happened.”

“But did you not threaten Mr., Lewis
as vou left the lawn e |

“ Perhaps. It would have been but
natural.”

‘“ Where did you go when Yyou left |
the fsrm that night ok ]

« Home, of course.”’ |

« But why is it, then, that you were
rrot there when searcn was made *‘nr|
you next day 7’ |

«“1 was disheartened and disgusted |
at the turn of events, and in sheer
desperation I arose early and went off
gunning.”

“Did you return ?” ,

“ After 2 dav’'s shooting I went on
te Epping, where I have a house." |

. That place was searched a few|
dnys later, and no trace of you was
to be found.”

“1 only =stald there one day,
then went to Worcester.”

“ Why did you do that e

“ Because 1 knew of the plot which
Mr. Lewis was forming against me.’

«“ How could vou know that, since
you left Lee before any gsteps had been
ineugurated 7’

« A friend warned me bv letter.”

» Who was this obliging friend, and
how dii he know where a letter would
reach vou ?”

“ Before 1
meant to gO.
h" )

“ 1 presume this was
was it not ?”

Marvel remained silent, and Mr.
Tupper did not press the point, but
continued '—

“ Where were you on the night upon
wkick Mr. Lewis was murdered 7'

*1 was at the farm.”

The lawyer was pleased at
straightforward reply.

“ Wha* were you g¢oing there ?”
-w g it essential to go into that ?”

“ It is very essential.”

do you remeinber the
Miss L.ewis

and

left I told him where 1
It is immaterial who he

Mr. Everly,

this

'was to persuade Miss Lewis to marry

"whirh seem to

you scem to wish to deny, since If you

| regagon for your hesitating to proclaim

I —————— A

of viial importance to me, and | wnl
not anxious to bring the meeting to
a close before exhausting all the argu-
ments at my command.”

Mr. Barnes ed a moment, and
calculated that {f Miss Lewis left the
summer-house at nine o'clock, gramt-.
ing her fifteen minutes to cross the
river, and as many more in return-
ing, this statement of Marvel's, that
she talked with him an hour, would
just fit the one which she had made |
tc the effect that she reached the
hovse at half-past ten. This, there-
fore, satisfied him that he had the
matter of time correct. '-

« Now, then, Mr. Marvel,” sald the
lawver., ‘‘ please tell us what you did
after Miss Lewis left you ?” i
~ w1 started to walk to the Epping
rcad, but before I reached it I retraced
my steps.” "

 Exactly. You crossed
did vou not ?”

“ Yes. How did you know e

 Never mind. Tell s how Yyou
crcssed.” .

1 meant to “wade the stream and
lcoked for a shallow place, but I step-
ped into a hole, and was obliged to
swim.”

“ Very geod. Now tell us why you
were s0 anxious to cross the river 80
late at night.”

It is a delicate matter, but as this
seems to be of importance 1 will be
frank and tell vou the whole story.
My first object in visiting the farm

the river,

me without her uncle’s consent, since
he had refused to grant {t. At the
meéting between us she would not do
more than promise to send me a defin-
ite reply the next day by letter. After'
she had left me I could not help think-
ing “hat she meant to refuse, and wu'
only delaying the ill tidings, especially
as she insisted tht 1 should go on 10
Portsmouth to ‘wait for her letter.
thought of some arguments which ¥’
had not used, and returned, hoping %
find her still up, and so make one more
attempt to win her. That, sir, is the
full truth.”

“ Did you see her when you reached
the house 7"

SN0 BT

“ Did vou enter the house i

“1 did. 1 went into the dining-room
and as far as the door of Miss Lewis’ |
room, but as there¢ was no light in her
apartment, [ concluded that she had
retired, and I left the house as [ had
entered it."” |

“ While in the house, did you Ree
Mr. Lewlis 7"

“ Before I answer that, may I
you a question 7"

“* Proceed.”'

“ When you ask me If 1 saw Mr.
L.ewis, are you not trving to get me
to make some admission which might
connecet me with the murder 7"

Mr. Tupper was a little confused at
this direct question, and hesitated a
moment before he replied (—

«“ Mr. Lewis has been murdered, and
there are suspiclous clrcumstances
implicate you. I are
only glving you an opportunity to vin-
dicate yourself.”

“You are verv kind,W sald Marvel,
onith a smile, ** but it seems Lo me that
it is the other way, and that you are

ask

simply hunting for the criminal. Now,
if 1 admit that I saw Mr. Lewis that
night, whether 1 killed him or not, 1
might be acknowledging myself to be
the last person who saw him alive, and
that mizht bhe construed Into an evi-
dence of guilt. 1 helleve I have the
privilege of refusing to criminate my-
gelf. and 1 will not reply to the ques-
tion.”

“You are virtually admitting what

had not him there would be no

niet
that fact.”

“ You are wrong. If T say that 1 414
not see him, that will be giving you &
posgitive point. I1f 1 did not meet him,
it woull be nroof nresumptive that I
did not fire the fatal shot. This might
he helping to incriminate some other
pergon, which I am equally unwi ling
to do.”

“ It is yvour duty to tell evervthing
that may lead to the dls:overy of the|
criminal.”’

“ It is your business, not mine, to
trace the crime to its perpetrator.”

Mr. Barnes could not but admire the
man’s cool logic under the trying cir-
cumstances of his position, and it
flached acreoss his mind that Marvel
and Virginia were a well-matched palr.
It piqued him somewhat to notice the
uiet smile of satisfaction on Virginia's
face as she sat in her seat, never once

-

“ Describe the dress
wore.,"’ Jo
“ [ had on a sult of my own «

but over it 1 wore a long,

ed ulster, which completely goncealed

my other-dress.”

“ Did you attempt to change
pearance of your face in any way 7"

“ 1 wore a false beard.” =

This answer gratified Burro
Tupper went on. el

“What did you do with the dis-
guise when you changed your things”"

+‘As they were all veéry wet, and,
further, because I did not wish to leave
behind me any evidence of my visit to
the house, 1 made a bundie of the
whole lot. and as I crossed over the
bridge I threw it into the riyer."”

“Do you mean the bridge between
Riverside and Wadley's Falls 7"

‘“ Yes, sir. 1 crogsed the river again,
as that is the shortest way from my
house to the Epping road.”

Mr. Tupper now sought information
on another point, Ak

“ Mr. Marvel, did you ever see a me-
dallion locket owned by Miss Lewis
which contains her portrait " ;

Marvel coloured congideraly at this
questjon, and scemed confused. After
a moment however, he stanunered out:

“Y-e-g sir, I have seen fit.'7

“ When was the last time that you
saw it ?”

Marvel seemed more than ever trou-
bled, and even Virginia changed her
position, and, raising her eyes from
the floor, seemed all anxiety. Marvel
remained silent so long that Mr. Tup-

o I

|
per at length repeated his | guestion.
Marvel hesitatin, ., asked @

“ W hy do you wisn to KHOW g

“ Cume, come, Mr. Maryvesif Ti t i
not to the print.  Ar- Sl v aes-
tion. Is it nct a s

**Well, then,” duesperidtes e ¢ SR
must 1 must, 1 centess fnat 1 did
what many men Lave done. I stule
the medallion, and "—

Virginia uttered a cry #ud stavted
up as though about to gpeak, but the
squire quickly said : 1

+ 8§t down, Miss Lewis.  ¥ou musl
not interfere now.” Andisie obeved
with a groan. Mr. Tupper turnced to
the witness, who was evidently ama/-
ed at this little episode, and resumecd:

“ You had your name eagravel onh
the medallion, did you not it '

1 had my initials put on."”

- Precisely, Now let us retmrn to the
question. When did you last sec this
Jocket 7 g

“1 cannot say exactly. I have (it
about me at alj times.”

* Have you it now ?”

Virginia made another movement as
though to interrupt, but  the suire
again stopped her. hlﬂ.ﬂf}ll prompily
replied : !

“Why, certainly.”

“ Please let me see it.”

Marvel at once put his hand in an
inner pocket of his vest, ibut after a
moment's search he drew it out agaln
with u ery of surprise and|/exclahmed

1 have lost it !" Themtwas a =il
ence for a moment, and Marvel rapid-
ly scarched his other pockets, bul in
vain. At last it seemed ghat an hica
occurregl to him uuddenly.;nnd he suail.

“1 am a fool and have becn  vely
careless. 1 ren-mber NOW thet when
[ changed”iny clothes at home, atLer
leaving the farm, I did not think of
the locketl, so It must bel at this mc-
ment at the bcitom of tifwiver.”

“Ah ! ‘Them you admit thal
had it with you that night 7"

“ Did 1 not tell you thadt I have al
ways had It with me sineéelit has bhedn
in my possession "

“Would you recognize it again .1
you could see It Y |

¢ Certninly.”
He handed Marvel the

‘[« this it 7"
locket given to him by Vg'lr‘g'h'lm. Mar-
loking at it

..‘

you

vel ook le, and after
l"‘.‘.‘}ll"‘ -I‘ |
Yes, this Is the same.  Where could

you have found it L :

“(an you not surmise 7"

D |

W ell then, 1 will telll you. It was
found in the closed fist of the murder-
ed man!” .

. Great God ! It is impessible '

It 18 true ! At least! it is true |if
we can belleve Miss Lewis, for it was
sh- who found it.” 1 '

v Aliss Lewis found it 1
rible " !

The silence which ensued was most
profound. Everyone could plainly see
the fmportance of this latest develop-
ment. and how, by accidental circum-
atances, the net was being drawn
around the witness. M Barnes him-
velf was considering how strangc i

This is ter-

| was that this young girl, who had not

hesitated to destroyt evidence which
might Implicate S0INEONe, presumably
her lover, should, by the merest chance,
have been the very one to produce tie
most criminating proof ‘against  hin
The thoughts of all wer# suddenly (lis
turbed by the volce of Virginla herse.f
who stood up defiantly, and with tnu
mark of strong resolve stamped upon
her features. She spokge in measnred
words, and her voice geemed” dead to
all sense of feellng. Indeed it sounded
only like an echo of her natural tones.

“'Stop '’ sald she. & This has pone
far enough !’

+ What do you mean ?" asked the
gquire, quickly, foreseeing that

Bialriee

“JI killed my unclc nyselfl”*

B e g e — o

—

raising her eyes from the floor through-
out the examination of her lover. She
«eemed to have completely recovered
her self-control. It was a (qjestion in

the detective's raind whethelr Marvel
wus shielding himself, or someons clee.
The examination proceeded.

“« Di1 you 1eturn o lpping
night 7" '

“+ Yes, sir.”

“ How did you get there at that late
hour 7'

1 walked. It is but five miles.”

“ F'fjve mliles over a country road
through the tnow, and at night, Is no
ghort walk, especlally if one's clothing
be wet.”

“Mine were dry, however.”

@cross the river L4

“ Yes, but after leaving the
went to my own home and changed for
a dry suit.”

“ Then you walked to Epping ¥

“Yes, sir.”

‘“Why did you go to Epping 7’

¢ | expected a letter to reach me
there at that time.” )

This corroborated the story told by
young Harrison. At this point Bur-
rows passed to Mr. Tupper a plece of
paper, on which he suggested a ques-
tton. During the latter part

the story told by the station agent,
and as Marvel claimed that he had
been in Worcester it seemed like a
criminating admission, since the train
which Mr. Skene said had brought a
stranger had come from that city. Mr.
Tupper next asked :

« Mr. Marvel, will you tell us how
you were dressed on the night of your
visit to the farm 77

«1 wore a disguise that I bought in

Worcester.”

1
- | Mr. Tupper had not quite understood

the questfon, but the re-

than, I went theéere to meet

Why | igsed 7
“To avoid being recognized. 1 did
mtcmtohm and, as you
, the authorities were seeking for

' 'tk charge trumped up by Hr.l

that

| of his superior,

“* Did you not 8ay that yuﬁ BWAaIn

farm lI

atartling development was at hand.
‘] mean that you @are wrongfully
weaving a web around an innocent

jru

man '
* Ah, then you know who Is gullty?”
1 do! 1 killed my uncie myself !
This statement naturally caused the
wildest excitement. Only two mern
present seemed not 10 be surprised
These were Marvel himself and Mr
Barnes. The former dropped into «
seat and burled his face in his hands,
giving vent to a passionate outhurst
of grief. The latler rem ained almaos:
as unmoved as Virglma herself, who
ctood like a marble image. A slichi
amile of satisfaction, BOwever, se.: !
to play about her fearures. Bur..
who kept hjs eye intently on tn face
while Immen<:]v -
tonished himself, was €onvincedof .
fact that Mr. Barnes laad only hei:l

-I.what he had all along éxpected.  A-

goOon as the f‘f'mmi}tmn EEHFF'] |l:'r' AV sy
Lewis' statement had subsided =on
what, Mr. Tupper resuin ed :

o« Mins Lewls,” sald he, ““you have
just made a mMost astounding conf. -
sion. But you may npt Know that vou
are not the first who has done s 14-
day. This being the €ase, howevor,
we cannot but accept ¥our words ciu-
tlously.” |

“ Do you mean that you doubt my
veracity 7 '

« How can I be sure that you are
telling the truth when ¥ou accuse your -
self of murder 7" Virginia bit her lip
and was silent. |

+« Come,”’ continued the lawyer, ‘take

the stand again Ehd:mt under oath

of th'“rwh;t you have just declared.”’

examination he had been thinking of

' the girl, 4
| belleve me any more.

“his qwntlnn. and

.« What use to-be sworn 7" replled
gcornfully. “ ¥ou would not

« Do you refuse t0 Swear 4
“ Oh, no, since you make a point of
it.”” She stepped upon the platform

n. . £ 5
““* She will stop at mothing 1o save
-her lover,” muttered Mr. Ba. suder
his breath.
Mr. Tupper asked i
“ Do you still persist in , our state-
ment that you killed your uncle 7

T An' i
b

“ How did ur

« When I returned from my meeting
with Mr. Marvel, 1 attracted the notice
of my uncle, who, eoming from his
room, knocked on m¥y Goor and called,
me into the plrluug;gji----l_went in, and
be acked me where I had been.

To be Col




