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+‘Come on deck,’’ said Mr. Dent,
the two men climbed the ocompan

oook. Mrs. Peacock was conducted up
the steps by Mr. Hankey. The other la-
dies belped themselves. They
briskly followed by the ten gentlemen,
with Captain Trollope at their head. It
was hard upon noon, and the captain
was calling through the skylight to the
ateward for his sextant. Forward the
ship looked deserted. In fact the mess
kids had been carried from the galley,
and the men ate their dinper while the
| two mates went the rounds of Jack's

were

This was the situation at this hour,
The captain was about to take sights,
and the ten knew their business too|if he’s to be come aft, Mr. Poole in the
well to binder him. They lounged until
aight bells had been made, the old skip-
per sharing his flery glances between
them and the sun, and when the bell
was being struck by the peaman, 'Whn!'we sailed, asked, among other questions,
smoked fartively while he stood whit-|about the arms chest and burst into a
ing, the two mates came out of the fore-

s dark,

“‘Captain Benson,’’ exolaimed Cap-
tain Trollope, towering up close to him,
Dent apd Storr shrinking to see it,
[ algo carry in stock a fin¢ tbough the mates instantly put them-
hfiﬁ]”iﬁ' E?liﬂ-jlﬁ ?3: selves on either hand of their command-
price. I guarantee first-clasy _naterial aud make 2 | @r, ‘‘that Hentenca'ttﬂirl was far from
well in your mouth after what has oc-
curred. But let that be as it will, I, to-
gether with other gentlemen here, ex-
pect that you will make ug—the whole
Milton.| of your passengers, in ghort—an abun-

| dant apology for the affronts you have

““Aa how?’' sputtered the captain,
gtarting back with a paralytic flourish
of his sextant. ‘‘I am commander of
this ship. The vessel has been plunder-
ed of her arms. Where are they? Oan
you tell me?’’ he cried, making a hid-
eous face at Captain Trollope, with &
sneer of vehement scorn that opened
his lips and almost eclipsed his famii-
jar conntenance with wrinkles and ter-
rifying looka. ‘‘I suppose, a8 a passen-
w'. you have an interest in the safety

* she vessel? I take it,’’ he began to
roar, looking with real fury around
him, but always at the gentlemen,
you must wish, equally with myself
and your fellow pazsengers, to discover
the thieves, that we may judge of their

n.K i ||er Eﬂﬁﬁl Apologies! I'd sooner sink the
s | i s

Oh, gentlemen, ™ shrieked Mra. Pea-

‘‘that

ceck, ‘‘what are you exciting the oap-

‘'For mercy's sake don’t talk of sink-
ing the ship,’”’ whined Mrs. Holroyd,
| olutching her daughter by the arm, and
both their faces were ns white as any

‘‘If you don’t apologize,'’ snid Cap-
tain Trollope, ‘‘you will hear of us

‘ “If you persist in tkis conduct, sir,”’
exolaimed Captain Bemson, scowling up
beroically into Trollgpe’s face, ‘‘I'll
have you Jaid by theteels. I'll have
you in irons as a mutigeer. ¥ou shall
know my power as commander, |
and this little man who never swore

made bis speech awful to the ladies

Captain Trollope turned a deep scar-
let. He stood motionless, but gpeechless

also. Others of the ten men E_itél;iilr IDH:FE(?, him aboard conld khave fnreﬂlr_‘i[‘_‘ﬂl After this no man spoke for some
well drew closer to the captain _hii a tals.
stealthy pace and a face that made Mr. :

Storr feel sick. The orew were wa dered and swelled.
ing and listening. They had gradoally
drifted in a body to abreast of the main
hatchway mmil1 ‘were still coming aft.
No man in his senses could have mis- . o
No man in bis smats € oas it this or pabee o pose that | méan
quite another reason that caused

Jooked as though he would be unable to ;o question With  stou

! a choking fire in his throat. “'I‘han b
suddenly exclaimed: “Mr. atthews, 1: 1.¢: .

tarn the men to, sir. Let the bnsiness of Rihtmg ?::::t;. e barome

| the ship go on. ‘Then attend me 38 My  «rpag will do, sir.™ And the officer gwing tray, watched by some of the BIT growing late, the ladies and others
men as though he'bad gone aut of his of the passengers lingered on the poop.

the companion-|  mpa¢ afternoon, £0IO while- beforé mind. He then called for his hat, dfﬂ“;m wonian looked behind ber as sbeiThe shadow lay deep near the galley
eight . bells; a film drew Over the sky: jt to his ears, and again snapping his entered the door, and Caldwell pes-

fingers at Oaptain Trollope stepped on'oeived that she was Miss Margaret Man-
' | 'sel. He ocarelessly paced 1o the foot of

shape and flooded twice - A great laagh went up when the lit-' the port pocp ladder, which bhe seemed
of sky -"_i"r'ltrh an 00zing OF. tle chap passed ouf,.and Do mqn’ﬂ laugh tomount. Thete standing, he command-
of mly l.lght. The salls of was louder than mum‘l 1 '

© when he was again

E— L
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'tmﬂted. Some one aft has robbed the
ship; more than one perhaps. What pas
Le dope with the weapons? What was
his objeot in stealing them?”

““We bave the powder and ball, eir,”’
anid the mate. ‘‘If they're aboard, the
things are as useless as if they were over
the side.”’

‘Who is that Captain Trollope? Who
are these ten pPRESEDETs? They are a
confederacy, eir. They threaten mis-
chief. What do they intend?’’

«‘1 believe, sir,’’ said tho slow and
practical mate, viewing his captain’s
inflamed fuce with steadfast, thought-
ful eycs, ‘‘that you will discover this
busginess i8 nothing more than a practi-

cal joke, pcor and vulgar, Lut some- .\

thing to make a bankrupt of its auther

forecastle told mao thig''—rccollecting
'tbe matter with & sudden surprise—""hc
said the gentleman named Hunkey, dar-
'ing his visit to the gship the-night before

lapgh when the box was shown bim
'and the contcnte stated. ™

Let's hear the remrt.”mnrmuredi o Qtated—stated,”’ blew  the little

man in a great fit of passion. ““What
'right had the second officer to state the

] Mr. Matthews, followed by Poole,
l larChand s ! came on to the poop. He was pale with contents, as you call it—to receive o
: He was visitor; to talk to him, I eay? Was he
and the drunk?”’
corners of his mouth drooped with dis-| ¢‘Looks to me, gir, as if Mr. Hankey
like and contempt of his latest job. The
ladies and most of the men crowded
close to hear. Most of the women Jook- skipper. ‘‘His cabin was searched, 1 rup-
ed very frightened. Miss Mansel’
times Never betore in the nstory Pﬁﬂli?ﬂ oyes were frequently dil"ﬁﬂtﬁd
Tes been sold as cheap as | in rapid glances at 8SOmMe of the gen-
tlemen. The little skipper stood bolt
“nod | Upright, his arms hanging, His sextant
in his clutch at his side. The mates
Ladies’ >nlid Gold, heavy, ftem wind aud stem | gouched their caps.
1“Well, sir?’’ said Captain Bengon.
“‘We can find pothing that answers
to what's missing,’’ said Mr. Matthews.
] pever believed that the weapona
were forward,’’ said the little skipper,

was the prime jcker in this job, "’
““Who's to prove it?’’ hissed the fiery

pose?’’

““No man cf the ten is fool enough to
hide two cr three hnndredwelght of old
iron and eteel in his cabin with the
stewards in and cut and the stuff itsell
plunder, sirn "

“Ig tho eccond officer to be trusted’
Give me reasson to doubt him, and I'il
break him out cf band. He shall be un-
der lock and key for the rest of the veoy-
EEE‘!!

The mate riflected and anewered ear-
nestly, ‘‘Ycu'll find he's perfectly hon-
est and trustworthy, sir."’

““You don't forget what we're Carry-
ing home, do you?"’

“'[ do pot, '’ answered the mate {irmly.

“Give the men to understand that
we have our suspicions of the tcn cuddy
passcpgers and start them on keeping o
bright lonkout for themselves. Let them
know it may ccme to their saving their
throats by doing it."

The mate, with astonishment glowly
growing in his face, suid: ‘‘Aye, aye,
cir. But what name and suape am Iic
give to our & ispicions?’’

. The old skipper wes at a less. Ho
etared vacantly through tho large cabin
window, then cxelaimed: ““We must
watch,'em. You will keep your eye up-
on bim, sir. You will keep your €50
upon Mr. Poole alro.”’

The captain cailed the steward, Weng
to his cabin, and there gucstioned the
man closely. He had faith in this fel-
low. His name was Trickle. He was
legged like his muster and was about
80 years oid, and the Jacks would tell
him he walked on his father’s Jegs and
it was right the ekipper should take a
fatherly intercst in him. e had noth-
ing to tell the commander of ethe ship,
had no suspicions. He was of Mr. Mat-
thews' opinian. It was a practical joke
with some deeper meaning in it than
fooling—as, for instance. it might have

been the work of one who disliked the

sscond mate and hoped to get him 1nto
trouble.

(1Go and send the second wate to me. "’

Poole wras enlilg his ldanch in the
ohief matc's place. He arose nervousl!y.
| “go it secms, sir,’ " let fly old Benson
in & broadside of eputters the instant
the young fcllow presented himself,
‘sghat you did pot give me the whole
trath when I questioped you about your
knowledge of some of the passengers.’’

sir

the arms chest and stated it contents
to the gentlciuan named Hapkcy when
he visited the ship in Sydney bay?"’

.« forgot all about that, gir. [ am
heartily sorry. Ged knows ‘I'd have
stove his boat in sconcr than have al-

Berigon’s *pnssiﬂft roee high, He thun-

¢

“Tco well,’’ sighed Poole, Efﬂﬁdiﬂﬁi All of a sudden Captain Trollope,

upright like a private.

‘How am 1 to knew you're not in

’Il. keep the 100k~ 1o¢4 ¢he cabin.

ving turned the men $0 1 oy Jaden with & delicate beading of
tho ship's COUI®e,. q1oua I places it looked like netting.

|

_|having rounded into the trough she' robbery of the arms chest, but the gale

- pared a meal at the risk of their lives.

] told you all T then rucnllect@d:i

“Did you tcll me that you had shown |

ain people in this ship lunged voice, such as a man wquld ecnd
Osap to watch
; - and frustrate, sir? D’you know your 1o
tain Trollope to walk guddenly over t0 o ncipijities?. If I aabeb M

leeward, where he overhung the rail,
gazing seaward and swinging one foot - 5

in hard kicks against a stanchion? tion of choking. 1
The skipper stood watching him for ;- ed and asked

_ " probably you will see your way to make
His speech was arrested by a sensa:
| t was over in a min-
1 if he should procure  The .skipper jumped up an looked Were, in a Very -

a minate or so. His lips worked. It oo prandy. The skipper waved aside gt him. I:E;e Yips “Brkedjimﬂ ,&und1w“l didn’t see her face,’’ answered

: ' ¢ hearted flonr- was made. Then with a gestogp of fren- eston. : -

| restrain some command that raged like .. o¢ his arm and was about to speak gzy he hnmﬁé his arm and H!Iﬁppe(l his' Instantly Caldwell was gliding after
halted by his eyes fingers at Captain Trollope. | In this her. The cuddy entrance was close at

ter close past gtrange posture he remained for some

ens, in the weedy smells of the iei.
The sun went ous in a blood red, smoky

glare and the night fell black as ink, | 5@ _
with a light air out of the eastward showed &distressed look, with the rain

and a wild moan in each gust, which the blackenedl: canvas frapped to the yards

northwest above 100 leaguea. She wad
pothing strained in the hold, her pumps

forced between her masts. But long ere man-of-Wars pennon in a light wind.

this she had been snugged down to a, The woaring outside, however, sub-
few cloths of canvas, Full of sava dnﬁd all _life within. The Blptlill and

beanty was the picture she made W 'mate wauld occasiopally talk over the

solled her naked spars athwart that sul- and thel safety of the ship were over-
len flare of suneet in the far northwest. | whelming present anxieties, and the in-

| The gale grew slowly. 1t sprang qut cident of the theft gruw dim as a fact
'of the blackness and filled the riggipg and as a dangerousriddle. Likewise the

i

with 100 piercing whistles. It had an captain gave but scant attention to the
'edge of antgretic spite in it, and for the ten. They loafed through the furious,

'| : i =
sl N * - . cold of thaf first low blasi there might weather as bést they could, snugging
conrse, sir? I can jndge by the deport- ') e | a continent Of ice ﬂﬂ

jon ment of the erew that they arc to be

down in corsbis for & emake, and mark-

'aboard. It freshened. The lasbhed seas edly breaking themselves up 80 that
gplit in thunderolaps against the diving tDeY seemed no longer the same compa-
and straining ship, and the darkness DY oti:pn_t_.!emnnly men who bad come
wag made a visible whiteness by the togetiier . ay chance and quickly devel-
foam that burst off bow and beam. ‘At oped 1nto a ganglixe clan. They’d come

5 in the morning it was blowing a hur- o8 deck, and, bolding on stoutly, stare
ricane. Tho sea was running in black far & little into the whole heart of the

‘hills, and tke face of 1t was frightful
‘with the light of the storm. The slant
of the deck at each leeward roll was
steep as a roof. The helmsmen were
‘lashed to their posts. The captain stood
ander the shelter of a square of canvas
in the mizzen rigging belted to belay-

On the evening of the fifth day the
weather moderated. At midnight some
stars were shining, the loose scud flew
white-as milk, and much about this
hour a beautiful light that irradiated a
wide space of sea and air, like a little
ing pins. The mate hung to leeward, moOOD, fell out of the heavens and smote
where the pitiless shriek and roar some- the water with a note of thunder. This

times flew high enough above his head seemed like a rignal to the wind. In 20

cked affter a brief spell, but aloft she|

N
blast. \ <

“Poery word ux've said’'s been Over-
heard.”

per that seethed through bis lips in his
efforts to control its volume. *‘Miss

‘to yield him the sensation of a lnil. minutes it had fallen a stark calm, and Margaret Mavsel knows that we're ten

In the gray of the morning the wind through the dark hours of the mOrnINg gnd mean to seize the vessel tomorrow

clackened, yct it still blew a living the ship lay rolling upon a roand, vast pight, '’

gale, Thediscomfort was shocking. The black swell, without @ single pulse of
main deck was drowned and the cuddy life in her outside the trouble of thﬂi

awash spite of the secured dOOrs. The 8504
ladies lay in their beds, speechless with Twa men, pipes in mouth, passed
gickuess and terror. Dr. Dent, with
clinched teeth, wiote an account of their
condition and thrust the paper into a
bottle, which Le carefully corked ; then,
'with "reeling head and flying legs, he IMeD had chosen was made pleasant by

gained the companion steps, Tose wpon a refreshing fanning of Ehﬂ mainsail,
¢them to the height of his head, and, that bung festogned from 1ts yard. All

watching his chance, flung the bottle th:lﬂ particular F?Tt of the deck was
at the sea with such dexterity that it thick “Pd black with the buge pillar of
struck the rail and went to splinters up- the mmﬂnj‘ﬂ'ﬁ'{ﬂ“d 1ts lines of gear, be-
on the deck at the imstant his wide- layed to girdling pins, along with other

~wake flew cleverly overboard. The furniture such as the pump, the winch
captain, holding by the rigging and and the rest of it hereabout in the

leaning in his girdle like a man beav- wake of the main hatchway. The two
ing the lead, roared 8some words  into IMen Were Mr. Dike Caldwell and Mr.
the wind at the colonial merchant, who, Patrick Weston. They were both fresh
catching no meauing sand fearing for from the cuddy and the grog bottle, but
his life if he trusted to his legs, slid there was no virtue in whisky to give
down iuto the cuddy and regained his animation to Caldwell’s surly voice. = |
cabin. | . ‘“‘Iwish,’’ says Weston, lighting - bis
This bappened shortly before the Pipe ata silver tinder box, then hand-
breakfast hoar. The ship was then ]a- ing the toy to Caldwell, ‘‘that this had
boring hcavily, and the stewards pre- been the night fixed on. We're most of
us beastly sick of waiting."’
They ‘“The weather wasn't to be helped,”’

stationed themselves at the foot of the
mainmast for a chat and a smoke. It
was a warm night, but the place these

They were constantly thrown. o
stuubled and trippgd and recled with said Caldwell.
their hands full of creckery. Some of *‘I suppose the gold’ll be easy to get
the ten emerged and cheerfully helped at?’’ says Weston.

thers. By the time breakfnst was ready ¢ Hankey knowa where it's stored.

the whole of the ten gentlemen had left Trollope’s notion of keeping a couple of
tthir Cﬂhil]:i ﬂud were EEﬂtlI]g thpm_ mern ubﬂﬂl‘d 18 0 gDOd ull. ThE thﬂ]nE

selves in their accustomed places @8 the ten'll want to go ashore with the gold
old skipper came below. - to make sure of its tomb. The fellows

* (Giving bis spray soaked hat to one of we detain’li watch the sbip while we're

tho stewards, he took his chair at the Eﬂﬂi” | |
head of the table. A few of the gentle- They may run away with her.”"
men, catching his eye, bowed. He in- “That’s to be provided against,’’ said

olined bis head gravely and inquired of Caldwell in his slowest, ugliest tone.
the steward after the Indies and Mr, ‘‘Od’s thunderl Don’t you know eall-

e

Dent nnd Mr. Storr. They wanted noth- il | f |
ing, he wa3 answered. The name of ‘] suppose Trollope will stick to to-

food increased their nausea. Mr. Han. DOrrow night?'’ said Weston.

key aud two or three ethers geemed de-| M 1t's like this,’’ answered Cald-
«[and us that tinder box of

girous, by the looks they cast at the cap- well s
{aip, to propitiate him. Captain Trol- yours. ~

Jope sat grim and hard faced as a figure- The steward bhad come out of the
head. windsail and approached them on his

The tﬁhle cubmitted a poor show of way to the forecastle., He stared bard
dishes, the cook could do nothing with 8t the $wo geutlemen, but there was no
the galley fire, and the ten gentlemen light to know them by. He passed on,

and Captain Benson—the mate did not lm'l:;ing backward once.
appear—drank beer or wine. | Do you knoy,’’ eaid Weston softly,

Trollope stood bolt upright.
“It's my fault and Weston's. We

were gabbling like drunken lunatics,
but softly, in the darkness down yon-
¢rom under the break of the poop and ger pever doubting we wero alone,
Who in the black fiend’s nanic ¢ hould
be on the other side of the must all the

while but Misa Mansel.”’
“‘Where 18 she?’’
“‘In her cabin.”’
‘‘You atrocions beasts’’ = i
“]'m madder than you Iuind yonr

words,'’ said Caldwell in his desperats
whisper. “'If ecver a devil was, in a

man’s heart, it's here. There's no good
in abuse. What's to be done’?’’

The offi~«r of the watch, who happéli
ed to Lo Matthews, came AcCroOss {rom
the other side of the deck aud stepped
Jeisurely past as though telook at them.
Ho then went round the skylight to Lis
former post and secmed to wtch them,

‘‘In her cabin, do you say:" cxclaim-
ed Trollope. ‘‘She’ll be up in o miunto
with the news. Perbaps shc 1s waiting

for the captain to go below. What made

you-—you, mab, of them all—s50 damaia-
bly incantious?’’ j
“Look here! There's this Lo be done,
and it's tho only thing to Lo done==&e
must arm ourselves and tuko the ebip
tonight."’ g
Just then Davenire camc along from
the direction of the wheel. lic +topped
dead just-abreast of them.
“What's wrong?'' he exc..iintd.
“How do you know thi’ cnyining's
wrong?'’ said Caldwell, elo . :ng thaan
as thoagh to subdue the ' Strong

yoice.

“‘Look at Trolicps's at® . Lk
at yours. What's wrong. ] k3"

He repeated this questic hotly,

““Which is her cabin? - e CUE of
it?'’ said Captain Trollope. *r-ihe walk-
ed to the skylight and put .. headautn
the open frame. i

«Miss Mansel has our : - TUi, £l <1
Caldwell. “I'll tell you how it hap-
pened."’ And be related ti stoyy, bl
bling curses into it as he tylked,

Davenire grasped him |y the aom.

Hes was o giant of a creaiury, and tho
other’s arm felt lifeless in thut grip of

rage. . AT
‘I'd like'to have the shcuting-of you

It blows a strong gale of wind, sir,”’ *that that curly legged son of a guD poth,'’ said he. ‘‘Has th girl gone #o

said Mr. Johnson politely. He sat near- has the scent of ust"’

.?li
est to the captain. “What then?" o gl

*“It blows bard, sir, apswerpd Old - ] wish the blazing business wWas ggid Caldwell, ‘‘we ehab f help our-
Benson, arresting the hand with/whioch over,”’ exclaimed Weston, ‘‘I guess the gelves by standing here.- There's Mat-

be was about to cnt a glice of some kind
of sausage while heWatched the ptew:
ard crawl on his nands and feet/to lce-
ward to pick up a piece of ship’s beef
that had sprung {rom the table.

*¢] presuwne there 18 10 danger?’' said
Mr. Masters.

The captain let his little eyes dwell ; :
apon the man for a miuute. He then solved men whose one opportubpity lies
answered, with a significant look, with
one of those slips which will make old
fashioned English of old men’s talk,
‘*Wag you never at sea before?’’

i

and that small arms business has fright-
ened the old codger.'”

pered, as you call it?"
““Hang it all, man, yon must know.

! HOh’ j“Et 0 llttlE,H BDET;’EI‘Ed Mr' Whﬂ.t’ﬂ trhﬁ PFE 'Uf ﬂl‘BHI’IﬂH to a4 an un-
der hatches?’’

Masters airily, but with a mind of cau-
: ’ ‘‘We are too many,’'’ said the other,

tion that betrayed itself in the fingers _ _ :
he flidled his tumbler of beer with. letting his head fall back and looking

vBat I was never in guch a hprricane up
' a8 this."’ |
“Gentlemen,’’ said the old skipper
firmly, ‘‘you are all of you very fortu-
nate in poskessipg good £ea
'are not many landsmen who ¢ould sit o o
and eat at this tablewith 80 much copr- D8 Stars. Cheap fireworks,’’ sald he,

age and good spirita and with g0 nice a ?F“ti_““iﬂﬂ to stare straight aloft,
trick of fitting themselves to the heave.’’ which there’s pever & COCKDEY would
~andescend to look at. Make a theater

'time. The long pause was filled with show of it, and' the beasts couldn’t
the dull thunder of shattering fgas. The SWarm fast enough. Perfect clouds of

two of the forecastle hands, and it isn’t
10 into 800,000 either. Rot this sort of

tch- “‘D'you know what ogbin was loud with the sbrieks and brilliants, npon my word''—
oy power as commander is, Sir?’’ | _

He felt a hand upon his arm.

“Oh, my great thunder!” exclaimed
Weston in a whisper of terror. ‘“Every
word we've eaid’s been overheard.’’

Caldwell stood stiff and stirless as a
t night for help,™'You graven image: At this instant the dark,

’ shadowy form of a woman passed from

 groans of streined fastenings. |

standing up, but helding on, addressed
Captain Beuson in a huge hurricane

aeross & 1OOT &
Bave had time to veflect, sir, gnd DOW

the veyage & pleasant one by apologiz- went toward the cuddy,

ing for the afflront you cauped ynnr\

time, swaying on bis arched legs like a !

deck. ;

e "l'l‘-+"-——.l r

s L4

“wWe are ten,’' sald Caldwell ina,
low, brutal, grunting voice—'‘ten re- gared up.

the other side of the mainmast and

“Who is it?”’ exclaimed Caldwell,]
nding his voice and his life, too, us it

band. The lamps burned brightly. The:
might was so fine that, though it was

whole ship distrusts us. We may find thews over the way watching U, and
oarselves cornered in the wink of an the captain still on deck. Come for-
eye. Benson's just the sort of man t0 ward."’ ‘

take his chance when he'’s frightened,

Trollopa joined them. “She’s not 1
the cuddy,’’ w#aid be. ¢‘“he’s left the

cabin. Have you told Davinirg?'"’

Mr. Cavendish and Mr. Hankey saun-

“Phis won't do,’’ said Troliops quick-

in this jﬂb" We are in plenty enough ly. ‘‘Davenire, follow 12 ¢n 0 tho
to eat the ship. How are we 10 be cor- main deck. Caldwell, 8tcp and waich

if she leaves her cabin. Don’k group
yoursclves and be quick withryour taie.
It the girl makes her re;«rt, you aud
Weston must bounce it oul. You'll lie
like flends. Shé's hystericul, d'you gec?
She’s imaginative, she dICAMS «ho

at the stars. “Seven could have works anightmare into a Lorriblo accu-
‘worked this joke of a &bip, and we keep gation thut must include Dent and

Storr.”’
Speaking these words swiftly and

Jegs, There expeditions. = They always carry 8'goftly, he went on to the guariex deck,
crowd. * * * I say, look at those shoot- !

followed by Davenire. Hewad perfectly

collected by this time. Dav: nire, on the

other hand, could scarcely eponk for
wrath. Weston still watched the euddy

grom the foot of the maipiusl swhere

the shadow buried him. He quitted his
post when Davenire and the othel

“‘7'd have brained her,”’ said he, ‘‘if
I had known she sat there listening. '’
“'Youa all fired!”’ Davenirc said
““What are you doing here?’’ Troilopo
exclaimed.

«“Watching the cuddy to & if she
leaves her cabin,’’ answercd Weston
Jooking with a mad, helpless €ye at
Davenire’'s vast bulk.

‘sHas she done 80"’

NG .

“Go right aft where the captain i2
and let him see you. Talk with a lad) "
if you can find oue. You’ll have 1o out-
swear the girl.”’ i 4

+The ship should be seized tonight, ™

aaid Weston.

!

| “Go aft!”’

Weston wentslowly up the pw oop lad-
der. The other two walked forward.

and longboat, and the twO continued
to pace 20 yards of the deck there, They
talked in whispers. The night was so

self upon her hand, with her head turn- ooursed on the fore hatc
ed in the direction of the quarter deck,|ing notes.
mdhamﬂeedhowmkblﬁomh- ‘

gentle, the air 8o sweet and wmp. that
half the watch below, as well as tko

ed a view of the interior. [He saw Miss|wateh on deck, were nodding in odds
walk to the table and rest her-iand ends of places, and a couple dis-

b in low, growl-

To be rontinued.




