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“I'm afrafd youl find thag Antony hag

It's o favorite trick of
W "HEY Y ﬁiﬁit"'flhmu"?amiﬂ

fastened the door.

is, but the very devil if

{ Sit down, will you, and I'll go and call hiny,

£y n hi in a

oment, and #lsa t t ‘
Bank of Ham#iok s o &% 22D
d to let me o
I took u
#rtifalin, and
| e8lly.” Once more

tween these early prints and the one I had

ga examine it criti-

éd €6 MPrave struck me with sur*

and [diféediniy eyes suddenly to take
another look at the beautiful drawing which
had been left standing on the mant'e.

shelf.

But, before my eyes reached it, they wers

n to await his
the pictures from

fked contrast be.

As the gﬂ_l;l'n_liujpo‘;h ing I could hear the
old man's ¥pice in the
wag I:nnt.h“ voice — & vu

the u'gly

of u third, softand melodious, speaking in o
much lower ey than the others, but still
much more distinct. The girl glanced anxi-
ously over her shoulder as the sound of
voites féll upon her ear.’ “‘He will never
do it to his liking, I am sire, and the book
will érize him. He says 1o one could do it
justiﬂg but you. Do try it. As to your
staying here, consider that it is only an old
nan’s whim. Thoere is a nice bedroom be-
yond the siudio, and I will see shat yeu
want for nothing.” |

Nothing could have been more artless and
sincere than the girl's speech and manner
but, whether it was the simplest nature or

arrested by ansther object, one much more the most perfect art, it affected its purpose.

attractive than the most lovely pictured pre-

sentméng, q.{_n’n'ljom could aever be, ome of
il Ierthinly never expectdd.

the like of 'wi;
to find in this strange q“'ellin.%g)lncﬂ. Ry

. g;;lvrn& of-tge table; just witlgn the cir-
&Y light '{:ﬁs't'h}r the ra;tﬁﬂgvﬁmp, 8tood

J & tall, slight girl, with igir, smooth face and
M1 Bproed) rpadif tedtures

one nuagic touch which is needed to give a grace and .leference of a geutleman and at

~gemnse of absqlute beauty lLias Leen withheld, once began to speak.
| Rer's was & face wirich would have lingered

Though the

long in the memory, even after mecting het

in thé crowded strect : and naturally " th
mpression was far more vivid t. me, lookinyg

up suddenly in the dusky silonc: and snii.
tude, and seeins a fignre that might jusi

| bave stepped out of on: of Levras” canvasses,

She was dressed in a plain hlack gown, and
her hair, tied only with a s:ngle ribbon, fell
in heavy masses on her neck and shoulders.
tler eyes wore lurge and dreamy, filled with
a leok 1n which wounder and shyness, and

ever x0 slight a shade of pity, were strange-
ly blen® « I saw at once that she had come
to speak to me, sol rose and bowed, keeping

silciice as I did so.
“You have seen 1wy fatler, sir, and he hag

| boed tadking to you about sonic engraving

work, has he not "’ she said, in slow hesitat-

ing speech.

““Yes I replied, ‘‘Mr. Bellamy has very

iioh I'md“ ; i f ;_Ji_-l-:. A.I.“]

as _of digappointpient

Pass il nd hicr cyes wandered

JMYt, who bas fastened
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b thought

"I’ soine men it might De, [‘)erhﬂ.pl, but

te!' me, sir,” she sajd, ' confing nearer ‘te me,

il casting an snxious g toward the
Tﬁnr of the i’;m:]:rm -r“‘l-.w‘naﬁ p&p.lh-l ﬁ
A hiad, . - ) ‘ 0

thoughts bent on one subject and nothing except the subject,” he said, smiling as he

else ? I often fear he will. If that pne pic- glanced at the
ture were engraved the book could be print-

sometinjes*whet My keep theif

Baln ] i ] A ghhan

2 ¥ .4 & s, G i
ke uth Gindikie of g0
it for him, fust as well as 1 cou

but he had ‘$iadé P his mind

"
~

you a e the nran te do-it, and he would
neter be satistied with anotheft engraver's

I was just about to answer, with more
warmth, perhape, than the occasion demand-
ed, that I would do anything that she might
ask me to do, when a tall, dark, Italian-
looking man entéred thie room by the door in
the corner. Hus flashing eyes fell first on
my companion, bLut in a moment shifted
overto me. He bowed to me with all the

** My good ¢ld friend tells me he hopes
that he has at last found the hand which can
put the final touch to the opus magnum.
He 1s a little upset just now, for he fears
that he may have ollended you. Sol am
come to add my prayers to those of his dear
daughter that you will accede to his request.
As to your sieeping here all the time, that,
of course, is all nonseuse to us, but it is
somcthing very real to him. If you were to
go awuy aud leave the picture half done he
would work himself up iuto a fever that you
would not come lack.”

“Youare a friend of Mr. Dellamy's, no
dou.t *" I replied.

“Yes, and [ am also his medical man. I
have uttended himn cver since he was para-
lyzedl and lost the use of his legs. I am his
friend, yes, and 1 hope ere long to be some-
thing m«re ;" and as he spoke he cast a ten-
der and lauguisbing glance towards the

ki dly oBlered most generous terms for & big 3 *1g girl, but she neither smiled nor blush-
of work, but unfortunwc. .y has coupled his ed, nor gave any other of those outward

l | efler EEP@ ﬂ‘m gs_which 1 find it Father
awkward to agree to.” -

manifestations which girls in love sre wont
ti give when such words are uttered Ly
tbeir lovers.

‘“*Ah, I see,” I replied, ‘“and you think
the worry he feels about this book is hurtful
to him?” -

““Undoubtedly,” replied the doe¢tor. “‘He
s, as you must have observed, a man of

can- show me Breat reading, and his sedentary habits have
wads & motiog certainly injured his health. But there is

no nope of getting him to wove till this
book is out. Then, pecbaps, we may induce
him to go abrcad for a time. Of course we
bave npt.J.h: shadowaf a cliim upon you, bus
Lask yaa ol yonr kipdness to grant this re-
quest. -If twe ofter he has made does not
gecu to you irberal enough, he will be quite
ready to dpcegase jt."’ -
‘:Cﬁ. ﬁ money s H]:ﬁa, dnd pray sssure
your fricnd I am. not 1 the least oflended.
Of course I was taken a little avack at hisg
request, for it was as you yoursell say, rathers

e strange one.”

“Yes, iqniu anderstand. And so from

' what yot so kindly say I gather that I may

assure him of your assent. I thank you

most sincerely on behalf of ms all. Perhsps
youwould like to make a beginning to-night.
I think everything is ready in the studie

h on the mantle-
you will be fascinated with it yourseif befor
your work is done.”

adjacent room,. Thm

covered with a delicately-worked design ir
white nietal, and the case was of blach
lacquer, adorned with a lot of quaint figures
in high gilded relief. It had a cheerfu
melodious tick, aud the tone of the bell as i
struck the hour was music itself. In the
center of the room was a table covered witk
engravers’ tools and'a fresh plate, and a
shaded lamp, all ready for work. This, then,
was evidently tyy workshop, and as I looked
around it I told myself that, as far as lodg-
ing, at any rate, I should have nothing to
complain of.

““There is a bed room through here,” said
the doctor, opening u door at the far end,
‘‘and I have no doubt you will find all you
may want. Nathalie, dear,” he said, ad-
dressing the girl who bad followed us, “will
you tell your father that Mr. I beg
your pardon, I have not yet learnt your
narve—aha ! Mr. Costello, is ready to begin,
but stay—just get the photograph out of the
next room first.

The girl brought the design, and placed it
on an easel under the light, and then left the
room by a door leading apparently to the
passage outside. In less than a minute ]
heard the scund of the old man’s crutches
coming along the passage, and he cntered
the room.

“I'am quite ashamed to look you in the
fuce,” he said, with all his original composuré
restored, ‘*quite ashamed to plead guilty to
such av absurd whim, but a fine young fellow
like you can aflord to humor an old mn.an,
juset us wy good friend Dr. Fabricius docs.
Nathalie, my child, tell Antony to get some
sup@r for Mr. Costello. He must keep up
his strength. A fowl and a bLottle of red
wine. - Will that suit you *”

I mado no amendment to this hospitable
proposition, for 1 was hungry enough to
have enjoyed a meal of Lrea:* and cheese.
““1 see,’” he wenton, *‘you have the desigy
already, and here is the size; fix it here,
Just ut the corner of the plate; and now I
will leave you and go to bed, aud if you are
wise you willnot sit up later than half-past
twelve. Good-night.” And with this he
left the rooni, the samse benevolent-looking
old gentleman he was when I first nigg him.

e supper was brought. I scon demol
ished the fowl, and made a good hole in the
bottle of wine which accompunied it ; and
just as I was about to begin my task, Dr.
Fabricius entered the room.

‘“ He is quite » new man since the matter
has heen arranged. I waited until he was
settled. You will add years to his life by
your kinduess, Mr. Costello.”

Dr. Fabricius spoke with that melodious
‘““coo "’ which Italians never lose, even im
the longest sojourn amongst northern gut
turals and sibilants, and his manner was
politeness itself, but ] somehow felt an in.
stinctive dislike and distrust of him. From
management of the harmnless old biblio
maviac wnd uis raughter—of his daughter
the first momcut I set eyes upon him
I seemed to resent the freedom with
which he took upon himself the
especially, the prosaic reader will say, ne
doubt. Well, it might have been jealousy,
or it might have been something I cannot
define. Anyhow, the result was the same.
Dr. Fabricius became to mne as obnoxious ag
Dr. Fell Lecamé to the young lady of the
well-worn rhyme. '
~ “J am glad to hear that,” I replied. *‘Is
is the first time I ever heard of an engraver
being called in to help the doctor.”

‘““ Ah ! but we physicians are not like you.
We do not work under a brilliant lamp.
The best of us are only groping in the dark,
and often for no reward. Now you, Mr.
Costello, will always have the consoling
consciousness of a good action performed
You are an unselfish man, I am sure, and 1
am delighted to have met you. Would
there were more of yoeur sort in the world.”

The man’s flattery made e dislike him
all the more. ** You don’t know me as well
as I know wysell, Dr. Fabricius, or you
won'd nnt talk in that strain.”

% You mean that you look for some recom-

ing Mr. Bellamy’s counsels as to late hours ]
went to bed.

I cannot r1y how long 1 may have slept.
When I awoke I judged it to be day from
the faint ham of the strecta: but there was
no more light in my bedroom than tha
which came in through the door. I got uj
and found the lamp which I had extinguish.
ed on going to bed, trimmed and lighted,
and the curtains drawn back. The lowe
panes of the window were ground glass, and
through those above I could only see the
customary black walls and chimney of the
rear view from a London house. Bregkfast
was prepared on a side table, and having
despatched this, I sat down to iny work.

I kept at it steadily for a couple of hour
and more, for I certainly felt that the work
had a strange fascination for me. As the
reduced version of the figure of the fair and
¢tately woman advanced” toward perfection
on the plate before me, it seemed to grow
more and more familiar to me, and I instinct-
ively recalled the old man's inquiry of the
prveious day ns to whether I had not seen
something like it before. The doctor’s words
too, seemed to be -in the way of being ful-
filled ; for I really was becoming fascinated
with the grand, calm face which looked
down upon me from the pbotograph on the
easel.

But this pictured face, lovely as it was,
could pot drive out of my thoughts the one
in real flesh and Llood I had looked at last
nigh® I heard a noise Lehind me, and
Sturted up with a thrill of hope and excite-
ment in my heart, and rat down disgusted
when I found it was only the dwarf come tc
clear away the breakfast. I asked where
his master was, for I was getting proud o
my work, and wanted to show it. * Mr.
Pellamy,” he said, ‘‘was not feeling very
well this merning, and would not be aboui
yet. The young lady was in the front
rocm if 1 wanted to sp.eak to her.”

I laid down my tool at once, and found
Miss Nathulie sitting by the fire doing som.
needle-wqrk. 1 addressed some common-
place observations Lo her, and we sat talk-
ing for half an hour and more. I soon dis-
covered that she was intelligent and well
read, and I fancied she seened very glad to
have sowne one to talk to. DBy daylighs her
face seemed handsomer and more striking
than in the evening dusk; but, just th.
saine as the night before, I noticed that thers

wus no youthfulnees about her. That was
the great charn she lacked ; bat, living in

such surroundings as hers were, there was
little wonder that it was so.

Our conversation was interrupted by a
knock at the door, and Dr. Fabricius cama
in.

““30, Mr. Costello. I am glad to see yon
looking so well. I have just come from our
old friend, and he is very anxitus to know
how the plate goes on. Have you had good
luck with it?” |

““You shall judge for yourself,” I rep'icd,
as I led the way into the inner room.

The doctor took up the plate, and examin-
ed it narrowly with s microscope under th.
lamp.

““Ah, yes ; it is first rate. I can be cer-
tain so far, ignoramus as I am about engrav
ing. And what pregress you have made.
You will never repent having taken this jot
in hand, Mr, Costello. When it becomes
known that this is your work, you wil
have no occasion to ask for commissions.

I took my tool and sat down to work
again. Dr. Fabricius watched me fcr a
minute or two, and then left the room. I
worked hard for the rest «f the day, and
when the clock struck eight I had very little
to do. I saw nothing more of Nathalie, nor
of Mr. Bellamy either, till after my tea,
when the latter, seemingly quite well, came
in, and at once began to congratulate me on
my success.

*“The good doctor tells me you have suc-
ceeded beyond all expectation,” he began.
““Ah, you remember what we were sayiug
about the consolations of art the first time
we met. Artis like mercy, it blesses him

“something most unfortunate has occurred.
The police are in the house, and have gone
up to Mr. Bellamy's room, poor old man
I fear it will be the death of him.”

“What is it? What has he done?” I
cried.

‘“ Nothing, just nothing; but it is the
shock of his system that may do the mis-
chief. The reason for the police coming
bere is this. This morning there was an
attempt to blow up Newgate with gun-
powder, the work, so they say, of some
Fenian conspirators. Now Mr. Bellamy
has been in the habit of meeting and talking
to some of these men and their foreign
associutes at a cafe he frequents, and the
police knew this. I don't want to make
you mervous; but I believe they have come
here, not so much to find Mr. Bellamy, as
to discover the wherealouts of a young man
who was seen in his company at the cafe
two or thres nights ago. I fear that points
to you. ‘What do you think yourself ?”

I was very much taken aback at tiis
speech of the doctor’s, for though one be as
innocent as a baby, one never poses quite so
well after an appearance at the bar of a
police court as before. *‘But they can’t
want me. I never saw Mr. Bellamy till the
day before yesterday. Oh, hangit,” I cried,
““that fifty pounds will cost me dear if my
namoe gets into the papers. Of course
everybody will set me down as an Irish
conspirator. "’ b

“Not so bad as that let us hope,” said
the doctor, ‘“‘but it may be awkward for
you. Stay! Is therc no way of dodging
them? lLook here, leave your tools just as
they are. They are Mr. Bel amy's, of course
and get into this old clock case. It is big
enough to hold two men,” and ss he spoke
he crossed the room on tiptoe and opened
the case of the old Dutch clock, revealing
a8 he did so a tolerable Lig cupboard. 1
followed bim close, with my mind a little
relieved, for I felt I should be well nigh
ruined if my name shou!d be mixed up, ever
so slightly, in connection with a Fenian plot
I stepped lightly inside, and the doctor,
before be closed the door, called my atten-
tion to some perforations in the wood-work
which would admit plenty of air.

‘“They will L.e here for some minutes no
doubt,” he went on, ‘‘and a# soon as tliey
are gone I will come and let you out.
Mind, not a sound if yon hear footsteps in
the room. Now I must go and see to Nath-
alie. The poor girl is alniost beside herself,
and with these words he closed the door.
The lock, seemingly a spring one, gave a
aharp metallic click as if it were strong and
in good order, a far niore efficient lock, in-
deed, than one finds usually on old Dutch
clock cases.

I heard Dr. Fabricius close the door of
the room, and, as all became silent again, a
thousand fancies took possession of my brain,
and in a minute’s time these gave placeto
fears. It then occurred to me what a short,
sharp, vicious snap the lock of the clock-
case had given when Fubricius closed it.
It is not a pleasant sensation to beshut up
in a box with a spring-lock, with your re-
lease depending upon the good will of a
perfect stranger, a stranger, whom you
had met under the most peculiar condi-
tion, and one, moreover, who had hitherto
not impressed you very favorably ; but after
a little a reaction came. What harm could
happen to me in the house of so kindly
a person as Mr. Eugene Bellamy? He
was a little cracked, indeed, on the subject
of art and its humanizing influences ; but
then two-thirds of the human race have
bees of some sort or other in their bopnets.
And then there was Nathalie. That look
of gratitude she gave me last night was
yet frash in my memory, and I assured my-
self that she would not see me in peril
without using her woman's wit to help me.

I listened attentively for the door to open
and the myrmidons of the law toenter. I
speculated as to whether they would ex-
amine my handiwork ‘in search of treason-
able emblems, and the interval of despon-

tion of a tool like myself. I had served my
purpose, and was no longer of any use; but
it would hardly be safe to let me g0 myv
way. Defore this many a one had no doubs
been lured to destruction in like manner, and
bad never issued alive to tell the world of
his adventures. The story of the police
being in the house was of course all part and
parcel of the trap; and, had I declined to
enter the clock-case, another m>ibed,. less:
convenient but just as eflicient, vvould have
been found to silence me. In the midst of
this storm of agitation I was in a measure
recalled to myself by the sound of the clock
which began to strike over my head. I
counted ten strokes, and when the ring of
the bell had ceased I could plainly hear
footsteps in the room, and a bright light
shone through the perforations ef the door.

By drawing myself up to my full heighs L
managed to bring my eye level with one of
the holes, and peered out into the room.
There I saw the man they called Dr. Fabri-
cius standing by the talle clea.ri'ﬁg away the
engraving tools I had lately imed, and almoss
immediately the old man entered from the
adjoining apartmeunt—-to my horrer and
amazement no lonzer on ecrutches — but
walking with a swift, stcalthy tread He
came close to where Fabriciug was standing
and the two talked for some moments in &
tone too low for me to catch what the words
were. Then they both withdrew to the
mest remote corner of the room and began to

- turn up the carpet, and when they had roll-

ed this back souie distance, so as to leave
large space of the floor exposed, Fabricius,
stooping down, took hold of au iron ring
and lifted up what was evidently a trap-door
of a cellar beneath.

Strange to say, this movement, suspiciouy
and threatening as it was, kindled in my
heart a speck of hope. Perhaps the story
of the police might be true after all. Per-
haps the old man was really a Nihilist or &
Comimunist, and had been a little too sym-
pathetic towards the high-souled patriots of
the Emerald Isle, who even then were
making trial of the emancipating virtue of
explosives, though in a milder degree shan
in these latter days of progress.

Perhaps the trap door they were lifting
up was a way of escape coatrived in the
same ingenious fashion as had made a sort
of conspirator’s closet out of an innocent-
looking Dutch clock-case, but thea came
the terrible theught that perhaps it wasa
living towb to which they were going to
consign me to, clock-case and all, to starve
and rot, and effectually conceal the secret
of that fatal plate, and of the image which I,
in wy ignorance, had engraven thereon.

But I was not long left in doubt. Leaving
the trap-door open, they eame toward the
clock-case, and, standing one on each side of
it, pushed it easily from its place. It
evidently moved on wheels, and was gnite
distinct from the dial apparently belonging
to it, for I beard the clock strike the quar-
ter in its original situation when I was being
moved {owards the middle of the roorm.

Up to this moment 1 had kept silent amnd
well-nigh motionless, but now the crisis had
come to me which comes to the fly in the
web when he sees the spider advancing tow
wards him. The fight for life must be
made, bowever desperate the odds against
me. I passed my fingers rapidly round the
inside of the case to detect, if possible,
where the fastening of the lock might catch,
but the joinery was so smooth snd perfect
that I should never bave found it had not
the brass plate of the lock struck cold to
my fingers as they touched it after passing
along the wood. Then, drawing my legs
up till my knees were about level with the
lock, and pressing my back against the
back of the case, I brought every muscle
into play to drive outwards the walls of my
narrow cell, caring nothing whether it mright
give way, front or rear. The violence of
my effort tested to the full the handicraft of
man who had put the woodwork together,
for it cracked as if it must burst, and the
whole thing swayed over, and would have
fallen had not one of the men caught it and
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pense in all you do. And pray, who does
know? Show me the men who professes
perfect unselfishness, and I will show you a
knave. *‘Virtue isits own reward.’ Bah!
If that were so virtue would soon he as
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