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[t's about trust. Qur rela-
tionship with our readersis
built on transparency, hon-
< esty and integrity. As such,
we have launched a trust
initiative to tell you who we
are and how and why we do
what we do. This article 1s
part of that project.

I've been a journalist for
29 vyears, coincidentally
starting my career as a
sports and community re-
porter at the hometown
newspaper I used to search
every Wednesday for famil-
iar names and faces - The
Grimsby Independent.

At the time, it was an in-
dependent, owned by
Beamsville's Bill Rannie, a
gem of a gentleman and a
lifelong journalist himself.

A naive 20-year-old, lit-
tle did I know that I'd end
up writing stories that
changed people's lives, and
had long-lasting 1mpacts
‘on communities.

In various roles through
the years, I was newspaper
editor of the West Lincoln
News (Smithville), Lincoln
Post Express, the Grimsby
Independent, the Ancaster
News, The Hamilton
Mountain News, and then
reporter at the Mississauga
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News and later the Milton
Canadian Champion. To-
day, I write for all the Hal-
ton papers - Oakville, Bur-
lington and Milton. There
are stories everywhere and
people I've met and crossed
paths with that make me
smile.

From helping to prevent
the demise of local festi-
vals, to fundraising for any
number of causes, commu-
nity newspapers truly em-
brace the role of being a

champion.
When 1 worked at the
Hamilton (Mountain

then) News, we rallied suc-
cessfully to keep the then-

Henderson Hospital open

when it was listed on the
chopping blocks by the pro-
vincial government of the
day. A similar scenario
played out with Auchmar
Mansion. With the newspa-
per supporting community
groups, pressure Wwas
placed on governments to
preserve this historic gem.

In Mississauga, |
worked on a number of sto-
ries to help preserve lands
that were once home to #
much-loved and revered
bird sanctuary run by
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In Halton, newspapers
have helped to bring to
light countless issues that
would otherwise remain
unknown to the commum
Ly.

We Kkeep politicians ac-
countable to taxpayers. We
make change happen.

Personally, my career
has been life-changing and
a continuous journey of ed-
ucation.

I look back at old news-
paper clippings covering
my youth: Baseball at bats,
eraduations, even the fluo-
ride rinse program at
schools!

And 1it's those moments
that people still long to see
in their newspaper. 1 un-
derstand that, and I'm so
happy to have been able to

be a part of that for all these
years.
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Julie Slack is a reporter

for the Burlington Post,
Milton Canadian Champi-

on and Oakville Beaver. We
welcome your questions
and value your comments.
Email our trust committee

at trust@metroland.com.

CAPTURING LIFE'S MOMENITS

Nikki WEsley/ Metroland

Julie Slack

o F_r

S A ?;f._: E

L)
| Lo )
CTHE LARGEST SALE IN

i

§ 455 GIBRALTAR DR.
| MISSISSAUGA

e

UEIEY

FRIDAY. . ~
. !:AT!.IHLA\‘ & EUNDM‘ 10 EPM
qutmdF Rmrﬂll&dvﬂthw

R T 'a- Lnems.are §

DHEL'?TPEII"JHE subjnc,t o chapge without prior nolice; 12-7PM
¢: Actual contents |'T1:l1.- diffar slightly fram the picture

A.Ilr:-thu rademarks and regislerad {rademarks ara

B the Dipe QUK (espaciive owners

For more infomation :
o~ www.warehousesale, 5amtach com
C WWW. !ar.ebooh mnﬁsumtuh aa

wwiy.samtack.myshopify.co




