OPINION

A supercluster
in Milton?

Made-in-Canada initiative aims to foster growth
and create Jobs, McC?nmon explains

There has been a lot of

talk lately about super-’

clusters and innovation
corridors. So what? Why
should local citizens and
businesses care?

The supercluster con-
cept is a high-tech collab-
oration strategy aimed at
bringing companies, aca:
demic institutions and
not-for-profit organiza-
tions together to foster
growth and create jobs.
It's a made-in-Canada Sil-
icon Valley meant to cre-
ate tens of thousands of
jobs.

The federal govern-
ment has committed $950
million to fund five super-
clusters across Canada.
One of those is the ad-
vanced =~ manufacturing
supercluster in the Toron-
to - Waterloo Region Inno-
vation Corridor, with Mil-
ton as the geographic cen-
tre of that corridor.

Milton's economic de-
velopment strategy is ded-
icated to bringing knowl-
edge-based employment

and partnerships for iqo-
ol

vation to our communl

That strategy, combined
with Milton's abundance
of highly-skilled, highly
educated local talent,
makes us an ideal partner
in the innovation corri-
dor. With the expectation
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the superclusters will

help create more than
13,500 new high-skilled,
well-paying, middle-class
jobs and add more than
$13.5 billion to omr nation-

al economy over the next .

10 years, that's an incred-
ible opportunity. It's why
Miltonians should care
about superclusters and
innovation corridors.

Ten chambers of com-

merce and boards of trade,

including the Milton
chamber, have formed a

‘team to build up the torri-

dor. It's called- Canada's

Innovation Corridor Busi- -

ness Council (CICBC).

To support CICBC and
ensure local technology
businesses play an active
role in advanced manu-
facturing  supercluster
(AMS) projects, our Mil-
ton chamber has also cre-
ated the AMS Milton
Working Group, chaired

by Richard Bolton (Cen-

GETTING A TOUGH TRUCK
ISN'T A TOUGH CHOICE

‘tricity360). The Working

group is made up.of indi-
viduals from Halton Re-
gion, the. Town of Milton,
Milton Education Village
Innovation Centre, as well
as people from Silicon
Halton, Haltech, the Busi-
ness Development Bank of
Canada (BDC) and other
private technology com-
panies.

The AMS Milton Work-
ing Group's current focus
1s asset mapping, or the
creation of a database of
local tech and ancillary
businesses that might be
able to partner on super-
cluster projects.

The end goal is to en*
sure that local technology
businesses play an active
role in the supercluster
and that Milton shines as
a leader in innovation.

— Scott McCammon
is the president/CEQO
of the Milton Chamber
~ +“of Commerce.
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* all offers expire July 3rd, 2018.
See dealer for details.
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Stephén Hart photo

Champion reader Stephen Hart captured this Canada goose resting atop a car at
Wallace Chev Olds during one of his morning walks along Main Street. Do you
have a cute, fun, unigue or interesting photo taken in Milton? Send your
Snapshot submissions for consideration to cohara@metroland.com. Please
include a short descnptmn and the name of the photographer for publication.
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