NEWS

Halton police revise policy on sexual assault,

with emphasis on victim support

Board provides $15,000 to new
sexual assault advisory committee

DAVID LEA
dlea@metroland.com

The Halton Regional Po-
lice Service Board voted
May 17 to officially revise
the Halton police sexual as-
sault investigation policy,
adding a greater emphasis
on victim support.

One new paragraph In

the policy states "the Chief

of Police shall develop and
maintain service directives
and procedures that safe-
guard victim privacy in
conjunction with stan-
dards established by the In-
formation and Privacy
Commissioner of Ontario.”

Another paragraph ref-
erenced the recently creat-
ed sexual assault advisory
committee.
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The policy refers to this
committee as a communi-
ty-based stakeholders
group, which includes vic-
tim/survivor advocacy
agencies, police and other
direct service providers to
survivors of sexual assault.

The committee's respon-
sibilities are spelled out In
the policy toinclude:; ensur-
ing that survivors of sexual
assault are provided with
the best support possible;
determining whether sexu-
al assault cases are being
classified as they should be;
and making recommenda-
tions to resolve any 1nap-
propriately classified case.

The policy. revisjon fol-
lows a Globe and Malil re-

port, which revealed 30 per
cent of sexual assault cases

reported in Halton (about
50 cases a year) were classi-
fied as unfoungded.

The report prompted an
internal police audit of the
handling of sexual assault
cases in 2016. |

Halton police have em-
phasized "unfounded” is a
Uniform Crime Reporting
(UCR) term that is one way
for a police service to close

- an occurrernce.

"Unfounded" does not
mean policedonot believe a
victim or person reporting.

They said all reported
incidents are fully investi-
gated. .

The policy revisions al-
sorecognized the establish-
ment of a victim-advocate
case-review system that
provides for independent
evaluation by community
partners of all sexual 3s-
sault cases classified as un-
founded to determine
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"This is a service we are asking our
community partners to provitle us in
order to enhance our credibility and
the quality of the job we do. I believe
in paying for what we ask people to

do."

-

- Rob Burton, Oakville Mayor and Board Chair

whether these cases have
been appropriately classi-
fied.

Another change to the
policy states that the police
board will be provided with
an annual report on the
recommendations of the
sexual assault advisory
committee and the findings
of its victim-advocate case
reviews, including:

The number of sexual
assault cases reported

.The number of un-

founded cases

.The number of cases in-
dependently reviewed by
community partners

Actions taken to ad-
dress the recommenda-
tions of the sexual assault
advisory committee

The police board also
voted to provide the sexual
assault advisory commit-
tee with $15,000 to compen-
sa(e the various not-for-
profit agencies for the use
of their personnel.
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partners who are helping =

us do a better job in this ar-
ea,” said Oakville Mayor
and board chair Rob Bur-
ton. |

"This is a service we are
asking our community
partnersto provide usinor-
der to enhance our credibil-
ity and the quality of the job
we do. I believe in paying
for what we ask people to
do."

The policy change and
funding announcement fol-
low Halton police's release
of an information guide for
victims/survivors of sexu-
al assault. 3

The 20-page guide pro-
vides information about
what options a victim has
following a sexual assault
and what they can expect

® See GUIDE, page' 36
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