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It’s possible to support
charities that conduct re-
search banned by the Cath-
olic Church while still fol-
lowing appyoved church
teachings, "a Catholic
bioethicist told the Halton
Catholic. District School
Board on May 15.

Dr. Moira McQueen, the
director of the Canadian
Catholic Bioethics Insti-
tute, made a presentation
that walked trustees
through a concept called
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some motions and rejects

~others and has witness val-

ue in being a voice for
peace and justice.”

The board has been em-
broiled in a controversy
surrounding its “Sanctity
of Life” motion, which was
passed in February and
halted school funidraising
or donations for charities
that support, “either di-
rectly or indirectly, abor-
tion, contraception, steril-
1zation, euthanasia or em-
bryonic stem-cell re-
search.” Students and
community members have
rallied against the motion,
which they say was passed
without input.

The motion led to a
lengthy list of banned char-
ities which included the
Canadian Cancer Society,
which conducts both em-
bryonic stem-cell research
and adult ‘stem-cell re-
search, which is allowed by
the church. After much
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Charity ban not in keeping with
. churchI teaching: bioethicist

backlash, trustees Sus
pended the ban May 1 so

they could gather mere

community feedback. That
feedback, which will in-
clude McQueen’s presenta-
tion, 1s expected to be back
In front of councillors in
June. |
McQueen said she had

heard views from support-

ers of both sides of the issue
that don’t accurately re-
flect Catholic teaching and
was hoping to provide
some clarity. None of the
trustees asked questions
when she finished, which
she said she found surpris-
Ing.

“I suspect what I said
did not please either side of

| the motion,” she told Met-

roland Media in an email
after the meeting.

“1 was not there to do
that in any event, but to ex-
pand the knowledge of the

® See MCQUEEN, page 7
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