TO SCOTCHM

In the Colonies and at Home.

SCOTCHMEN,

A few weeks are past since, in the Par-
liament of Upper Canada, a Colony of the
United Kingdom, assembled in the name of
our King, —our beloved Cotntry, our holy
and venerahle Church, our respected Clergy
and we ourselves as a nation were wantonly
and foully insulted.

This, we are at length compelled to be-
lieve, is but the open display ¢f feclings long

__harbored, the avowal of intenfions long med-
‘itated, by a grasping and uhconstitutional

faction. Some suspicions which ere now
forced themselves upon our minds, we indig-
nantly repressed ; and, in a late contest, lent
our powerful aid to return to parliament men
whom we believed actuated,as they professed
to be, by principles of loyalty to our King,
and attachwent to the British Constitution,
and though differing from us in religious pro-
fession, disinterested and just. When we
rallied round the Constitution as Britous,
we did not expect so soon to ‘find that Con-
stitution trampled on ; in as far as it respects
and ensures our rights as Scotchmen.

We do not condescend to discuss with a
Colonial faction, rights solemnly ratified by
the treaty of two ancient and honorable
nations, and by the oath of the highest pow-
ers inour Father-land ; rights—by virtue
of the solemn ratification of which, the Uni-
ted Crown of a powerful Empire has been
worn bysix successive Monarchs, and the
Parliament of the United Kitigdom has sat
for an hundred and thirty glorious years ;
rights—which Commons, Lords, nor King
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we Scotchmen are told to helieve that our
Forefathers, who resisted to the death every
encroachment on their religious rights, cared
not for their descendants ;—that when they
secured these rights with the words “for
ever” in the Treaty of Union, they never-
theless meant, that on emigrating to lands
conquered by their own arms, under their
own national banner,* their sons, equal in
in allinferior rights, should tamely sit down
the ecclesiastical ‘serfs of England,
No :—if there bea land where religious
rights are valued above all others,and where
strong natural affection is strengthened by
that Gospel which “tarns the hearts of the
fathers to the children,” that land,—by the
verdict of the world, —is Scotlind. When
therefore, it was stipulated by our Fore-
fathers that the foundation of an Union was
to be a community of “all, rights; privileges
and advantages ; when it is a historical fact
thata jealons attachment to their spiritual
and ecclesiastical rights was a long standing
objection on the part of the Scottish people
to that Union ;—ar2 we fo be told that in
the most important and vital of all rights our
Ancestors contemplated an inferiority for
their sons 2 That while securing for them
all civil, political and commercial privileges
they cast away as worthless their best, their
blood-bought inheritance ? England knew
too well that on such terms all hopes of an
Union were vain, Qur Forefathers knew
well what they did ; and we are not now
tobe taught. at this time, in this place, by
these men, that they relinquished for their

the treaty of Union, to the coronation oath
of our Sovereign, to the known honor and
justice of England, to the independent hearts
of Scotland. We tell them that we have
peacefully and constitutionally demanded a
“‘communication of all 1ights, privileges and
advantages ;” that we have met with both
refusal aud insult.—We have been accused
of envyand dishonesty for demanding our
undoubted birth right. We have been taun-
ted with disloyalty : we willingly admit the
charge of disloyalty toa faction. The charge
of disloyalty to the Constitution on which
our claims are built, or to the King, who is
sworn to maintain them, is one which, were
it not utterly absurd,an appeal to facts would
easily repel.

We have been accused of sordid envy to-
wards the Church of England. We respect
that Church, but we have yet to learn that
respect to the church of England implies a
resignation of our rightsby submission to
those who,in thisColony,would prostitute her
name to an act of the foulest treachery. We
respect that Church, but that Church has
learned to respect us. We envy her not
any advantage with which the favor of our
Sovereign, and the law of the land may con-
stitutionally invest her—but we demand, as
we have ever done, for every member, and
for every Minister of the Church of Scotiand
the same favor, and we indignantly resist all
partiality; and every attempt that is made to
establish over us any ecclesiastical’ authority
other than our own.

“Resist it :”—the words have been dwelt

Is there one Scotchman in the land who
will hesitate to join us & stand boldly forth 7
Then he confesses that he owes his advance.
ment or his hopes of it to the favor of a fac.
tion---that his conduct is dictated by the fear
of it.---We need not the help of such. Nor
need we the help of any who are disaffected
to that Constitution whichis the charter of
our liberties, jor to the King who is their de-
fender. \D fini it

Scotchmett ! this appeal isnot meant to .

arouse you.---Every Scotchman in the land
is already too fearfully aroused. This
appeal is meant to remind you of the
possibility of immediately obtaining your
rights, of the neccessity of calmness, and de-
termination in opposition to insult, of the
duty of firmness, union and speed, in as-
serting your just claims before a higher tri-
bunal than that of a Colonial Government
or a Colonial'public. As for them ; “an-
swer them not.” Call on your Mother Coun-
try and Church to take up your cause, on
your King and the Independent Parliament
of the UnitedKingdom to do their duty. Bell
them we made no distinction betweenScotch.
men and Englishmen until others made it.
1t is they whorhave revived in a distant land
the heart burnings of other times. Peaceful,
loyal and unguspicious ; they thought we
slept; but it has been the sleep of the strong.
They think sve sleep still ; but we are
aroused - The news has flown
through the Tand, and like ourold Scottish
peacon-lights, has blazed from mountain to
mountain---wé are aranced: and naar e
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and though differing from us in religious pro-
fession, disinterested and just. When we
rallied round the Constitution as Britous,
we did not expect so soon to find that Con-
stitution trampled on ; in as far as it respects
and ensures our rights as Scotchmen. ‘

We do not condescend to discuss with a

Colonial faction, rights solemnly ratified by
the treaty of two ancient and honorable
nations, and by the oath of the highest pow-
ers inour Father-land ; rights—by virtue
of the solemn ratification of which, the Uni.
ted Crown of a powerful Empire has been
worn bysix successive Monarchs, and the
Parliament of the United Kifigdom . has sat
for an hundred and thirty glorious years ;
rights—which Commons, Lords, nor King
would dare to callin question,” We discuss
not these rights with a faction characterized
by a historical ignorance beneath contempt
and a rapacity that sets all law and reason
at defiance. When we appealed to the
Treaty of Union between our Country and
England,we did not expect that there would
be found, even in a Colonial Parliament,
sufficient ignorance to misunderstand, suffi-
cient dishonesty to misrepresent it. Who
does not know that England courted that
Union and that Scotland long refused it 72—
refused it from a dread lest her religious
rights for which the land long and success-
fully eontended, might be endangered ;—
lest that might be done by England under
the garb of friendship, which had been at-
tempted by force, and withall the advantage
of disparity, attempted in vain. It was not
until these rights,always the defirest to Scot-
land, had*been secured in the “1ost express
sacrrd and solemn terms that S€tland con-
sented to unite with her more wealthy but
not more independent neighbour. = The
advances were made by England. Scot-
land, as of old she had dictated her terms of
peace and war, dictated her terms of Union.
On these terms the Treaty was ratified ;
and since that time every successive King of
Great Britain has, on receiving the Crown,
solemnly sworn to preserve and defend the
equal rights of Scotchmen, religious, as well
as civil.  The terms of that Treaty Eng-
has never presumed, and we believe, has
never wished to violate,

Where has this Union, where have the
equal rights of Scotchmen first been called
in question ? In an obscure corner of the
British Empire ; ina Colony of yesterday ;
by a selfish and upstart faction. ~There we

are for the first time told, that we do not -

understand the terms on which we have
stood. There, by men many (ﬁ whom were
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to be a community of <4y, rights; privileges
and advantages ;”* when it is a historical fact
that a jealons attachment to their spiritual
and ecclesiastical rights was a long standing
objection on the part of the Scottish people
to that Union ;—ar2 we to be told that in
the most important and vital of all rights our
Ancestors contemplated an inferiority for
their sons 2 That while securing for them
all civil, political and commercial privileges
they cast away as worthless their best, their
blood-bought inheritance ? England knew
too well that on such termsall hopes of an
Union were vain, Qur Forefathers. knew
well what they did ; and we are not now
tobe taught. at this time, in this place, by
these men, that they relinquished for their
descendants rights which many of themselves
had died to defend.

If Seotland then meant what she said.did
England mean otherwise ? Was the stipulat-
ed “community of rights, privileges and ad-
vantages” on her part a falsehood ? Had
she a secret purpose of reachery in the
most exnress of all her stipulations? No ;
—upright, noble, England meant what she
said and has ever since shown that she
meant it. ' With that justi A frankness
which has ever characteris®! her sons in
every dealing with friend and foe, she acted
in her Union with her old and respected
rival. [t has beenleft for those whoin
Canada call themselves the “men of Eng-
land” to cast the first blot on her scutcheon
to accuse her legislators of treacherv. Yes ;
thev wonld have us believe that England

has for nearly a century and a half heen de- o

Tadiny Seotland  with a false “ ant’ hollow
friendshin, that, all at once forgetting her
own characteristic jnstice, and all the results
of that alliance by which Seotland, though
small. turnad the balanee of pawer for ever
in her favor axainst any sinzle Rurapean
state.sha will conntenance their pretensions,
Thea Canadian faction wonld have us think
82, bnt wa know Wnoland better.  If they
haye insulted Seo'land, they have insulted
England mare.  They wonld voh the one
of har richts hy rahhing the nther of her han-
our. Nav: thay have dared to dream that
ha wha wears Seatland’s erown, forgetting
his earanation eath, and his memorahle mes-
saze of 1832 mav sacrifice to them the dear-
est interests of his loyal Scottish subjects.
Fromthese men we turn with indignant
eontempt : we turn with confidence to our
King and kinsmen at home ; we appeal to

*The Crosges of St. Andrew and St. George wera
bv exoress stinnlation in tha Treaty af TTnian ean -

waras the Cliurch of Khgland, | 'We respect
that Church, but we have yet to Iearnﬁtv;at
respect to the church of England implies a
resignation ot our rightsby submission to
thnse who,in thisColony,would prostitute her
name to an act of the foulest treachery. We
respect that Church, but that Chureh has
learned to respect us. We envy her not
any advantage with which the favor of our
Sovereign, and the law of the Jand may con-
stitutionally invest her—but we demand, as
we have ever done, for every member, and
for every Minister of the Church of Scotiand
the same favor, and we indignantly resist all
partiality; and every attempt that is made to
establish over us any ecclesiastical’ authority
other than our own.

“Resist it :”—the words have been dwelt
upon with an attempt to distort and misre-
present their meaning ; but, yes,—we shall
resistit.  The law of our venerated Constitu-
tion resists it ; Qur King holds his Crown by
anOath tv resist it We are numerous &pow-
erfulfirm and united, & we shall resist it too.

The spirit of our Fathers isextinct neither
in Scotland nor here. Qur appeal will not
be vain to our kinsmen at home.  All Scot-
land, from Shetland to the Solway, will take
up our just complaint. England and the
Church of England too, will do us justice.
But we ourselves must unite from theOttawa
to the shores of Huron, and we call to join
us our Presbyterian brethren, the descen-
dants of our Forefathers, who emigrated to
Ireland, and who there respected and obey-
ed thelaws of a strange land, always the
foremost in the path of daty, loyalty, and
patriotism.

“In one District of this Province our fellow
country-men are already up and united but
in all we must arise and unite into one com-
pacted band—we must call ourselves by one
name. We are no secret ynion---we tell the
whole world our ohject,---it is, to resist, by
all constitutional means, every invasion of our
civil righ's and privileges, every injustice fo
our Church, every insult to our Nation. We
unfurl the bannered cross of St. Andrew,
broad and wide. At the Union that cross
was joined with that of St. George ; it has
broughtmo dishonour to it. If will not take
dishonour from it. [If they sever it here, we
take it back, and will unfurlit again and
under it will maintain our civil rights ; and
along with it we will rear the banner of our
Religious rights the old holy standard of the

‘Covenant, emblazoned with its burning

bush, through which for many a year the

fierce fire of persecution blazed, “vet it was

not consumed.”
i

t of a Colonial Government
or a Colonial'public. Ag for them ; “an-
swer them not.” Call on your Mother Coun-
try and Chureh to take up your cause, on
your King and the Independent Parliament
of the UnitedKingdom to do their duty. Tell
them we made no distinction betweenScotch.
men and Englishmen until others made it.
1t is they who have revived in a distant land
the heart burnings of other times. Peaceful,
loyal and unsuspicious ; they thought we
slept; but it hds been the sleep of the strong.
They think gve sleep still ; but we are

aroused a : 7
through the fand, and Tike ourold Scottish
as blazed from mountain to

beacon-lights,
mountain---w¢ are aroused; and now we
return not to rest until, to the last word and
letter, the Treaty of Union is fulfilled, till our
Religious and Civil rights are respected, res.
tored and secured ; till the faction is crouche
ed forever, and the world is taught that we
came not to our Celonies to be insulted with

impunity. r N. M. L L
e
SIR-—

We earnestly call your attention to the
above powesful appeal, just received from a
warm friend to our cause in Kingston. It is
accompanied by a circular appointing a
Meeting of Delegates, to be held at Cobourg,
on the 14th prox’., for the purpose of adopting
such measuresyas Mqu@g&dewﬂ proper,
for securing ou | rights and privileges.

The m!éé’s‘ which we lately had the
honor of forwarding to you, strongly urged
the importance of immediately forming asso-
ciations throughout the Province,and electiig
Delegates to take into consideration the mat-
ter teferred to.

As our Brethren at Kingston have
anticipated us, by fixing on the l4th of
April, as the day of Meeting at Cobourg, and
as there is now no time to make different
arrangements, we sincerely hope the day and
place thus fixed, will meet with your cordial
concurrence,~—and that we shall be favored
with as numerous an attendance as posssble.
ROBERT HUD%PETH.} Secretaries to the

ROBERT MURRAY. Presbyterian Asso.
DAVID BRODIE. of the N. District.

~ Cobourg, March 27, I837.
P. 8. Itis requested you wlll give the

serting your just claims before a higher tri-
bunal than th
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