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‘Hour forl Gathering
Subject of Exchange

An Oniario Temperance Federa-
tion delezation and Premier George
Drew were still at odds last night
on the question of a mutually con-
venient hour for an appointment
which the delegation seeks withi
the Premier today. |

Premier Drew offered the delo-.
gation an appointment for 9o'cloek
this morning —an hour rejected 2y |
the Federation as unsuitable be-
cause it conflicts with a temper-|
ance group meeting to be held ﬁi,i
10 o'clock this morning at Mptrn-|
politan United Church. Rev. Albert
Johnson, acting general secretary
of the federation, countered with a

'statement that the temperance fed-

Drew at noon today.
he received a telegram from

~eration’'s letter and regretting that

eration would call on Premior

Late last night, Mr. Johnson said |
Pro- |
mier Drew acknowledging the fed-

in view of Government business,
he would he unable to see the dele- |
gation at noon. The Premierr sug-

gested an appointment for Wed-

nesday or Thursday, Mr. Johnson

said.

Meeting as Scheduled |
At midnight Mr. Johnson said

that he was unable to say what |

would be done. “But in my judz-:
ment the plans for the noon meet-
ing today will carry forward as

planned,” he said. Mr. Johnson add-

{
|

F
r

pointment had been

'had been sent forward.

ed thal the meeting at Metropoli-
tan Church would also be held this
morning as scheduled.

Yesterday in the Legislature, the
Premier read to the House a letter
which he had sent to Mr. John-
son, In which he denied the!
latter’s reported statements that
the federation had been re-
fused an appointment late last
week to discuss the ligquor le-,r;isl:m-ri
tion now before the House. Attor-!
ney-General Blackwell, he said, hadt
talked to Mr. Johnson, had explain-|
ed that a requested appoinlmenti
for next Wednesday was unsuitable
because the bill would bhe up for!
second reading before then, andl
had offered an appointment for
Saturday last. On reading Mr. |
Johnson's statement that an ap-i
refused, he
said, the second offer for today

When he tabled a copy of his
letter to Mr. Johnson yesterday in
the House, the Premier explained
that his wish was to record that,
despite what criticism might be as
to legislation, he did not refuse to
see delegations from the federation
o' any other organization. In the
letter he had stated that press re-
ports of Mr. Johnson's statements
might not be complete but that, in

‘any event, he wished to make clear

his willingness to see the federa-
tion on any subject “they wished
to discuss.” So that no mistake
would be made, he said, the letter
had been delivered to Mu. Johnsom
in plenty of time for arrangements
to be made for the meeting.

A‘ni\ 2.

Two Weeks Ago

“As a matter of fact.,” he con-
tinued, “I would say that when Mr.
Johnson spoke to my secretary he
was told that there was every prob-
ability that I would be able to be
present at the meeting which they
then arranged with the Attorney-
General. TI'd like the press, if pos-
sible, to mention something else so
that the record might be clear. The
'Attorney-(;eneral had an appoint-
‘ment with the Temperance Feder-
ation two weeks ago. He met with
‘them from 11 o'clock until 1:45,
nearly three hours. He listened
attentively to their submission and
went over their brief carefully with
them.

“I mention this to make clear
that a great deal of time has been
devoted to the Temperance Feder-!
ation, tha! every effort has been
made to hear their representations
(rom time to time, that they had
an opportunity to meet us on Sat-
urday last, and they have an offer
extended even again for Tuesday.”
A few minutes later, when the
Labor-Progressive Leader, A. A.
MacLeod, asked, during considera-
tion of education estimates, if a
$1,000 grant to the Temperance
'Education Association was “all the
‘Government does in this work,” the
Premier replied:

“Certainly not. This grant deals
with a particular organization. Les-
sons on temperance form an impor-
tant part, during the most impor-
tant period of life, in all our schools
under health and physical educa-
tion. If this could be construed in
financial cost, it would be a size-

able sum. It represents a big
undertaking.

“May I say here, however, that I
feel a great gain would be made
if those who talk so intemperately
about temperance in the press and
elsewhere would devote some ol
that time and energy to teaching
true temperance.”




