Hepburn 'Attacks Drew.

Mavch ']

On Religious Education
And Immigration Policy

A subamendment attacking ine
Drew Government's religious educa-
tion program in the schools and its
proposed immigration policies after
the war was introduced in the
Legislature yvesterday by Liberal
House Leader M. F. Hepburn, after
Premier George A Drew had warn-
ed the members that, hecause he ac.

cepted the supremacy of Parlia-
ment, he would follow the "usuai
constitutional procedure” if nis

Government did not receive suppori
of the majority of the House. This
would be to seck dissolution of the
Legislature,

The Premier made clear that the
Government would be forced to take
“appropriate action” if any concert-

ed effort is made to disrupt the
orderly despatch of business in the
Legislature. His Government still
believed the people of Ontario wish-
ed to avoid another wartime elec-|
tion. In declaring that his Gove:n-!
ment would bring an end 1o the life !
of the present Legisiature uniess|
majority support was forthcoming.
the Premier added: "Any otho
course would bhe contrary to oul
established insiitutions, and wonulc.
be contrary to the best interests of

the people of Ontario.”

Several Clashes

Continuation of the Throne
Speech debate saw the Premier
speak for an hour, and Mr. Hepburn,
who followed him, for 40 minutes
The Liberal House Leader engaged
in wordyv duels with 3 dozen mem-
bers during his address. He< charged
the Government with attempting to
create national disunity and with
planning to sponsor large-scale im-
migration into Ontario before re-
habilitation of Oniario soldiers,

Mr. Hepburn wound up his ad-
dress by voicing the hope that no

issue would be raised to “stir up
race against race, creed againsi
creed,” and he then proceeded 1o

move an amendment to the C.CF.
amendment to the Throne Speech
motion. The Liberal amendment
read:

“That the amendment now before
the House be amended by adding
thereto the following words:

“This House further regrets:

“That the Governmeni has re-
versed our traditional policy of non-
sectarian public schools by intro-
ducing a program of religious edu-
cation which has caused disunity
among large sections of our people,
and has thereby violated the cher-
ished democratic right of each to
worship according to his con-
science, free from interference by

the State:

“That the without

Government,

any mandate from the Legislature,
has given ill-considered encourage-
ment to large-scale immigration be-
fore providing adequate safeguards
to ensure full employmerit for our
war veterans and present

workers.”
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“nder- false pretenses”

Premier Commends System

The two points raised by the
Liberal subamendment were dealt
with by the Premier in his address,
He said that the system of religious
education was working well, and
that few hoards of education had
availed themselves of the privilege
of excusing the schools under their
direction from participation in the
program. Then, dealing with post-
wWar immigration imnto Ontario, the
Premier emphasized that never at

as too ®cademic a
falling away

i.e criticized the C.C.F. leadership
nd said many were
from the Socialist

fart;r because it Jacked the right
kind of leadership, |

that his prolonged person

Repeatine his statement

al attacks |

recen

on Prime Minister Kiiig had been

a “mistake” Mr.

Heponurn said he

had probably heen “ove;:»alous.” |
£ince he was concerned over the
war situation on hi retu . from ».
VISIt to Australia, wiere the full

danger wa:

much

. | realized.
T still maintain there's nothirgz
to be gained by personal

attacks,” he said. then hastenerd to

add:
tures marde -

“thei  have been no over-

v "im ‘Mr. King) teo

me or me to him. The greatest
thing Js national unity and the
only body _.at can give it to us is

Liberal reform opinion,” not ‘re-
ationary Torv."”
Mr. Hepburn tangled with Op-

anv time had he ﬁuﬂ_g*‘-‘-‘“’d any  position Leader E. B. Jolliffe over
plan of immigration would go! his account of the arrest of several
into effect until “we had assured Lakeview relief strikers while he
the re-employment of our velerans  was in office, Mr. Jolliffe pointing
and workers in the munitions fac- |out that the convictions had heen

tories.”
Mr. Hepburn took the opposits
viewpoint on hoth matters H-

quoted from newspaper articles i
the British press, and asserteq
that the Premier's plan was to kee)
the French-Canadian population i
the minority by bringing in Brit-
ish immigranis. He charged that
a definite effort was being mad
te  bring immigrants to Ontar
He quote¢
froin a British newspaper whi
purported the Premier to have ss
on one of his visits to Britain tr
the people of Ontario were 90 p
cent of British stock “and we |
tend to maintain and
“If the member for Elgin is try-
ing to stir up racial hatred. then

it should be known that two years

i
increase it.” |

ago he tried to precipitate an elec-

tion on the issue of finishing off
the French-Oanadians,” declared
the Premier,

Mr. Hepburn ignored this charge

and continued with his address. A | Premier

Communist

; | 2 "
Premier, the latter retorted: "“The | s

little later, when the Liberal House
Leader made another attack on the

member for Elgin mav recall what
he said on one occasion in
ing of Quebec: ‘The tail cannot wag
the dog forever. If it does it ;s
doomed.””

“There's nothing very offensive
about that,” Mr. Hepburn replied.
“Nothing comparable to the Aug. 9
gpeech of the Prime Minister.”

he had given notice of motion to re-
peal the Optometry Act amendment
passed at the Jast session. He ac-
cused the Premier of getting the
amendment passed to pay a pre-
election pledge, and asserted that
the amended act permitted npmme-fr
trists to charge as high as 830 for a
pair of spectacles worth four of five
dollars,

Points “Irritating”

Referring  briefly to Premier
Drew's contribution to the debate,
Mr, Hepburn expressed disappoint-
ment that he had not referred to
the 22 points of his party's plat-
form. The points, he remarked. evi-
dently were “beginning to be rather
irritating to him,” and added: “The
points are closing in and he's the
irritable member of the House, not

myself.”
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v T hHow
Mr. Hepburn told the House that

reversed and the men freed.
Mr. Hepburn defended his walk-

out at the Sirois Conference. deny-

|

ing that ne was creating national
disunity, When he added that he
‘didn’t hear a peep out of the Pre-
mier at the Sirois Conference,” Mr.
Drew promptly reminded him that

'he had introduced a resolution in
'the House at the time.

Flurry Over Adjournment

There was a brief flurry when
n A
Leader. moved adjournment of the
debate at 5:25 p.m. Mr. Drew said
he helieved the debate should 20 on,
and this started a mild
Speaker Stewart called for the ayes
and nays on the question of adjourn-
ment and ruled that the navs had it
Mr. MacLeod said he wished 1o con-
test the ruling.

“If the member doesn't want to
continue the debate 1 don't want
to make an issue of it.,” said

tieup on another occa-

“You can’'t take it,” retorted Mr.

MacLeod.

MacLeod, Labor-Progressive,

clash. !

the
"We can hear the Liberal-!
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“l pay no attention to whai this:

member says,”

‘mier,

|
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In his address the Premier dealt
with the need of a Dominion-Provin-
i{-ial conference and declared that.
| it was evident a Dominion
election "is still some distance in
ithe future,” the need for such a con-
FfPr‘FnPF was more urgent than ever,
Excuse Lacking

“l do not believe there can be any

excuse for postponing such a meet-
ing until fall, which would: now be
the very earliest that it could take.
' nothing is to be done until

|
place
after a Dominion election,” said Mr.

‘Drew. / art from questions of re-
‘adjustic:  ‘axing power and agree-!
‘ment a- o the way in which social |
services * hest be handled, there |

were a number of other very

' portation as two cases in point.

Turning to criticism of the Oppo-

answered the Pre-

ims- |
portant subjects upon which it was|
of the utmost im»nortance that there
should be full agreement before the !
end of the war, the Premier said.
He cited immigration and air trans-
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