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Drew Asserts New Bill
Will Place No Brakes

On Freedom of Speech

. The Drew Governments
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‘ond reading 1n the Legislature ves-|
terday with only one voice ralsed|
in opposition to 1ts passage, that of
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suithject, by speech or In writing.
and that 1t shall net confer any
protection or benefit 10 enemy
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In speaking on the principle of
the bill, Premier Drew declared

that, in spite of what had been sair
to the contrary, the bill in no way
lmited complete freedom of speech

or *he right to discuss any subject
which could now be discussed un-
der the existing laws of libel and

slander, the provisions of the Crimi-
nal Code and other similar laws,

“1t Is intended to stop the

lar group In our community, offend
equaliv those of that group
and all who accept the principles
of democracy,” said the Preniier.
“Many proposals, many sincere pro-
‘posals, have been made as 1o the
provisionus which should be included
Jn a bill such as that which be-
fore us today. Requests have been
made that such an act shov'd cover
terms of employment, that it should
deal with the obligation of hotel-
Keepers in regard to the use of
thelr rooms; that it should deal
with libellous or slanderous state-
ments, and with a number of othe;
similar subjecis All  these are
covered by existing laws,

Activities Not Affected.

"It would not only prove ineffec-
tive, but it would actually cause
confusion and dissatisfaction to the
VEery people who c¢laim protection, if
any atitempt were made to pass laws
which could not be enforced. That
we will not do in this or any other
case, 1 wish to be equally emphatic
in stating that existing laws do not
cover the points dealt with by this
acl. The offensive signs. notices or
tepresentations with which it deals
are not now covered by the Crimi-
nal Code or any other law in this
'Province. The act. as drafted, can-
not possibly affect any of the legiti-
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‘mate activities of any racial group.”
the |

. The Premier stressed that
‘passing of laws was one thing and
their enforcement was another,
Both were linked, and a Government

the people would not pass laws
which appeared to give some rights
‘or protection but which, in fact,
‘could not be enforced '

use
of offensive signs, notices and sym-

bols which, by announcing the de-
nial of equal rights to any particu-

itself

which recognized its obligation to
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“In our opinion this act will be |
practices which

effective in stopping
shouwld be most objectionable to
every citizen of this Province. who
believes in the bhasic principles of
British democracy,” continued Pre-
mier Drew,
words ‘discriminate against’ leaves
no doubt about its purpose., If Vou
discriminate against any person be-
cause ol race or creed in respect of
his ordinary rightis as a citizen,
yYou deny that equality which is part
and parcel of the very freedom we
is a nation are fighting to preserve.
Simple Choice,

"It seems to me that we have a
very simple choice to make. If we
permit signs and nhotices to bhe put
ap in conspicuous places indicating
that any particular group of people
are denied the ordinary rights avail-
able to other people, then those who
should be most indignant are not

the people against whom the signs

and notices are directed, but those
whose basic principles of freedom,
justice and equality have been out-
raged.”

The Premier zaid he was well
aware that pazsing bills 1n  the
Legislature would not end preju-

dices and animosities, and that was
one reason why he was not prepar-
ed to support any vague or lncers-
tain provisions.  Prejudice and ani-
mosity could only be cured by
educalion, and he acdded: “I hope
that our education in this Prov-
ince wili produce better results in
that direction than it has in the
past.” If the present bill went
further than it did and attempted
to go Into fields of legislation al-
ready covered elsewhere, “we might
only Increase the very evil we are
seeking to remove.” the Premier
said,

. E. B. Jolilffe, Opposition Leader.

sald he concurred with a great deal
of what the Prime Minister had
sald. The posting of signs and
posters and similar actions were the
outward manifestations of a situa-
tion which should not be permitted
1o exist, he declared. With that
principle the members of the C.C.F.
Opposition were in full agreement.

“These outward manifestations of
inequality and diserimination may
produce results which none of us
would welcome, results in no way
compatible with British democ-
racy,” Mr. Jolliffe declared. “We are
aware that not all beliefs and
prejudices can bhe dealt with hv
legislation. But a serious problem
has arisen with regard to what 1
have described as outward manifest-
ations, and we understand this bill

= designed to deal with this prob-
lem.”

“The meaning of the

inopportune

Murphy Objects,

After A. A. MacLeod (LP. To-
ronto-Beliwooads) had voiced com-
plete approval of the bhill, Mr.

Murphy rose,

"I wizh to record my apposition to
t.” said Mr. Murphy. *“The bill is
and too far-reaching.
1 have no objection 'o what the
pill proposes regzarding signs and
posters, but’ it aiso covers what js
said over the radio, and we must
take into consideration that we have |
no jurisdiction over radio. |
“Strong obhjections have been made
in the press to this bill and surely

thevy have good‘'legal advice on
which to base their views,” Mr.!
Murphy continued. “They say it|

goes much further than most mem--
bers realize, It prevents candidates
in this House making statements at
public meetings regarding their op-|
ponents and it also bars advertis-!
ing on billboards. It prevents pub-:
lication of sermons by ministers and
prevents such publications as the
Orange Sentinel, Protestant Action
and the Catholic Register from pube-
lishing opinions.”

“Bow to the Majority.”

There were cries of “Oh. oh™ from
all parts of the House at this state-
ment, but Mr. Murphy declared.
“Well. that 1s my opinion. It also
prevents churches referring to other
creeds. I don't believe the people of
the Province are ready for a bill of
this kind. I wish to be tolerant, yet
I believe the minority must at all
times bow to the majority. I ask ‘the_’
Government to withdraw the blll.“i,

Farquhar Oliver (L.. Grey South),’
in the absence of Liberal Leader
Harry Nixon, said that, in so far as
his group was concerned, it was
anxious to see the bill pass second
reading and go into committee Iu_r
examination and ame:n}ment xr_l
necessarv. In voicing entire agree-
ment with the principle of _the bl._ll,.
Mr, Oliver said that the'difﬂculty In
the past has been to find common
ground on which to proceed. He
hoped the Government bill 'lu"-i't'.mllzl.!i
provide that common ground,
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