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The Health Minister emphasized
that his bill will in no way inter-
fere with the present patient-doctor
relationship, but will provide for an
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Associations May Continue.
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improved type of medical care avail- . Ottawa, March 3 —
| able to all on a basis satisfactory IhGSpitai ’associationrfcfdéh a(:ﬂ':ll:g'
| to the medical and allied profes- Ontario and Quebec Hospital Associ-
| sions, “at a cost within the means ations :

| :and other “Blue Cross” or-
ganlzathns Will not necessarily dis-
appear if health insurance is en-

of every one, and by a method of
‘payment that will ease the financial
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HEALTH PLAN

Ontario is to have 1its own pub- |

plan indepen-
health pro-

insurance
Dominion

health
dent of the
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posals now before the Social Secur- |

Committee of the House of
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his Government's intention to in-
troduce a bill in the Legislature
entitled the Ontario NMunicipal
Health Services Act. In the words
of Dr. Vivian it 1is designed to
create “adequate and satisfactory
services for the treatment of 1ll-

ness as well as certain preventive
measules,

The Ontario plan will be carried
out in conjunction with the munici-
palities and will be on an optional
basis. It will be financed by per
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capita contributions and a Provin-

cial grant.

It was stressed that Ontario's de-.

burden in the cost of sickness.”
The statement added: “It is de-
signed to creale a satisfactory
standard of adequate medical care
bv general practictioners, special-
ists, ete., but it will not place a
ceiling upon the desires of the
people to avail themselves of any
extra luxury or comfort bevond that
standard which they
mav wish to secure, and for which
themselves are prepared 1o
Asked later if the position of
health-insurance groups such as
Associated Medical Services would

be affected by the Ontario legisla-
‘tion. Dr. Vivian said they would be

given every consideration, and
there was no desire on the part of
the Government to force anything
upon them. He indicated that they
would have the option of joining
in the plan or proceeding as before.

Provisions For “Areas.”

“One important feature will be
the provision of special plans for
areas in Ontario that might be
designated as areas badly In need
of health improvement,” Dr. Vivian

acted in Canada, a spokesman for
the Federal Health Department said
today,

_It Will be up to Provincial com-
missions, which will be established
when health insurance S adnpted.'
to decide whether the associations
will be allowed to continue, this!
Spokesman said.

"It Will be quite possible for the
P_rqv:nmal commissions to make pro-
vision for hospitalization through
those groups. It will be up to the
commissions toe work out the de-
tails,”

The spokesman
companeis could continue to sell
policies which included sickness
benefits, “but these, too, would be
supernumerary.”

“The health insurance bill as
drafted does not include anv cash
benefit that would provide, for
example, half of the sick person’s
ordinary salary.

“The modern trend is 1o dissoci-
ate cash benefits from medical bene-
fils. In health insurance bills
Where there are cash benefits, doc-
tors are sometimes put in an em-

sald Insurance
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door on eventual co-operation with pians 1o make special provisions, ‘.'.‘h;) b e on 5 ::J‘»]: that af man‘
Ottawa. provided, however, that aided if necessary by grants of i .‘I-Iuw'mrm- .ifh}:ﬁ dlsz pm; ecitl'}
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'meets with approval of the Ontario ~_ “The Ontario Municipal Health 1l he knows he will 1o ITE b
'‘Government. If such an overall Services Act should receive wide- : se the man
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as a patient.”
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spread acclaim from rural areas in
Ontario which have been desirous
of adequate services for those areas,
obtained bv a method within their
means,” said Dr. Vivian. “But this
proposed legisiation goes much fur-

plan is produced—and there 1s no
bill at present before the House
of Commons-—there is nothing to
prevent the Provincial plan from
being integrated with the national

program.

= ther than any plan yet produced,

Ottawa Said lnde[inlt&. : such as the municipal doctor scheme

“This is not something In Pro-  ;, Western Canada and, in a limited

posal fﬂm] as far as Ontario is way, upon St. Joseph's Island in On-

concerned,” Premier George Drew .., This act is not designed for
said in an interview. “We are

rural areas alone but, where desired,
will cover any section of the Prov-
ince.”

While Dr. Vivian said nothing es
to whether the Ontario act is to be
optional or mandatory, the words
“where desired” are taken to indi-
cate that the Provincial scheme will

bringing in legislation. Ottawa has
merely a proposal and we do not
know what a bill is likely to con-
tain. There is no legislation before
the House of Commons at the mo- .
ment. We are moving to do things
which it is felt must be done now.”

In| overnment’s . A
h:;ﬂ?r irﬁiﬁ:gin pia‘;:ﬁ iIs viewed be optional. The Dominion proposal
- i I.-. ﬂn 3 |' 3 -
with a doubtful eve by the On-: . mandatory, all citizens having to

pay whether they wish to or not.
Northern Ontario. |

In his prepared statement Dr..
Vivian said the act will be par-|
tmglarly applicable to Northern On-
tario where, because of the vVery na-
ture of the settlements, adequate
medical services are not easily pro-
curable. The tyvpe of service to be
I‘?ndm"ed will be produced with the
ald of the Ontario Medical Associa-
t?on. the Ontario Hospitals Associa-
tion and other groups that repre-
sent the organized personnel render-
ing service in the treatment of ill-
ness,

j‘In addition to this legislatiion.”
sald Dr. Vivian, “the Drew Govern-
ment has planned a full publie
health program for the prevention of.
iliness and the safeguarding of good
fh‘ealth. This will be shown at the
time of introduction of amendments
:to the Public Health Act. The pro-
gram has been reviewed by many'
competent authorities who claim
that, when it hag fully materialized,
Ontario wij undoubtedly have a
public health service unmatched in
any large rural Province or State.”
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tario Cabinet. 1t questions the cost,
figures and the standard of services
proposed, as well as other features!'
of the draft proposal. '

A Provincial plan will better serve |
the needs of Ontario from all xiew-_

'points, it is felt. While Dr. Vivian
had nothing to say at this time as
lo what the Provincial plan will
|r-n:5t, it is understood the per capita
cost will be considerably less than
that called for in the Dominion pro-
‘posal. The Ontario program will
provide a basis well within the
ability of the taxpaver to absorb,
Something which it claimed is
'lacking in the Dominion scheme.
' In a statement to the press Dr.
‘Vivian declared that the passing of
the Ontario legislation should meet
with the approval of all groups in
the House, "and will be a major
step forward to make available to
all residents of this Province ade-

quate medical, surgical, hospital,
and other care.”
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