are tj "

i llllimgh He cited labor rela-

asond ritain as an example of

- 1 of trade union activitv,
mMmends l‘rnfii-hharinr -

I_.}'. P, .‘ﬂnrkn}* (L.ib
«AS)  offered »
ademocraeyv™ the
Iiummmn Steel
ton, 5

2enerally
that the
lation

Hamilton
“salvation of
experiment of the
}-nunr[r'« in Hamil-
I”ﬂft”-nlmnnﬂ plan  found
A ml’ntnn and warned
;‘*\;nwhnmn nr labor legis-
ha :
i !(} So stirred up many people
g i 0 be hard to Satisfv them
. ohn Newlands (l.ib_, Hamilton
- nire)  supported collective
-<UNing anfg t]lilir‘li
for rhlinrllilll-- A
Ottawa Hiver
.!.'__'_ committee
iabor bill

W. Duckwo; th (P
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the Opposition
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uasted.

Gordon, in
Wallacebure s «it-
A board of conciliation had
been asked for, said Mr. Gordon.
?u:: when it was found that a union
had been in existence at the plant
f[or manyv vears the board was with-
irawn and the C.I.O. union was told
t had no businesg in the plant.

The management of Dominion
(:lass had communicated with manv
of the workers who had been forced
out of work through the strike. and
asked every one of them to come
hack to work, Mr. Gordon declared.

“All workers were asked to come
hack, and mo=st of them went back
toda+.,” said Mr. Gordon.

Nayvs Unions Arve Hllegal,

In the absence of legislation mak-
ing unlons lawful, the common law
applies, and unlons are lllegal com-
hinations in Ontario, Provincial
Treasurer Mitchell Hepburn 1told
the Legislature in opening the de-
bate on the motion.

This is the view of law officers of
the Crown, Mr. Hepburn said, in
the course of an address in which
ne explained reasons whyv the Govy-
ernment had temporarily dropped
the bill in favor of placing the en-
lire  labor problem before a com-
mittee of the Legislature,

Mr. Hepburn's statement that
unions are illegal combinations be-
cause of the absence of legislation
lecalizing their activities, drew re-
buke from l.. M. Frost, (Prog. Cons.,
Victoria, Lindsav), who termed it
“an absolute disgrace” that in a
supposedly enlightened day the
Province of Ontario had no legisla-
tion on its statute books recognizs
ing the rights of labor. Ontario
stood alone in this respect, he de-
lared.

. Heenan and Col. Drew cross-
ad swords following Mr. Hepburn’s
address, In the course of the skirme-
iIsh Mr. Heenan denied that J. L.
Cohen, labor lawver, had been re-
tained by the Government to draft
a labor bill, but admitted that Mr.
Cohen had been retained in an ad-
visory capacity. The Labor Minister
also denied that the bill had been
printed, and asserted that he made
this statement on his authority as
a Minister,
should Be Non-Partisan.

Mr. Heenan, who followed Col.
Drew, appealed to the Opposition
for support 1n dealing with the
problems of labor. No one should
be interested In obtaining political
advantage in a matter such as this,
he declared. He reviewed the differ-
ences of opinion which developed
over the provisions of a labor bill,
and the upwaentﬂmna made to
him by various organizations.

At the outset of the debate Col.
 Drew nterrupted Mr. IHepburn's
‘opening remarks with a request
'that discussion on the resolution be
l,ﬂf‘fi?l red until Premier Conant was
'able to attend.
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“This is a challenge to the Legis-

lature,” said Mr. Hepburn. “I be-
lieve the Legislature is the proper
(ribunal. Lel's hear the C.CF.,
the Communisis, the farmers, the
workers and management. We could
have referred the whole problem to
a commission, but I believe this isg
the proper way.,

Mr. Hepburn's survey of the labor

situation brought from Col. Drew a

demand for an explanation from the
Minister of Labor himself. Hon.
Peter Heenan, as “the man respon-

sible” for the promised labor bill |

He quoted Mr., Heenan as having
sald some time ago: “The bill will
go through or I will raise a hell of
a row,” and demanded: “Why
haven't we got the bill?”

Mr. Heenan characterized the
cuoted statement as incorrect, ex-
plaining he had not said “I will
raise a hell of a row,” but “there
will be a hell of a row. I didn't say
I'd raise it.”

“That may be quite correct,” re-
turned Col., Drew.

"We know you had a bill printed.”
declared Col. Drew. “This Legisla-
ture is entitled to know what has
happened to this unborn child.”

Mr. Heenan denied the labor bill
had been printed.

"kvervbody knows the bill was
drafted with the advice of J. L.
Cohen and there was a disagree-
ment as to whether to go ahead.
This 18 an attempt to avoid the
Government's responsibility. There
has never been a more shameful dis-
regard of the responsibility of a
cahinet minister,” Col. Drew
charged.

Denies Following Mitehell,

Mr. Heenan daenied Col. Drew's
suggestion that he had followed
Federal Labor Minister Humphrey
Mitchell's lead In promising labor
legislation, saving Mr. Mitchell fol-
lowed him, but Col. Drew insisted
the Federal Government didn't act
-‘and perhaps with malice”—and
the Ontario Minister “was confront-
ed with the necessity of doing what
he thought he'd never have 1o do
at all.”

“T’he time has come when the

Minister of Labor,” said Col. Drew, |

“should tell this Legislature what
he proposes to do or make a dec-
laration of complete bankruptcy as
far as that department Is concerned
bv the Minister responsible.”

J. J. Glass (Lib.,, Toronto-st
Andrew) offered to support the
motion for appointment of a com-
mittee of the llouse on labor prob-
lems “on  the understanding that
this Government has pledged itself
to the principle of collective bar-

gaining,” and that the committee

would merely collect data to help

arvive at the type of bill to be|

adopted, which, in his opinion.
should protect labor's rights “with-
out doing violence to the Interests
of the community generally.”

Should the commitiee “attempt to,

|

dewater the proposed measure” he,

would oppose it regardless of who
or how many supporied it.



