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House |Is Prorogued
After Voting 46-22
Against Commission
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Government
by Conservative Leader Drew, ask-
ing for a non-partisan commission
administration of the Dee

partment, the <1x1h the
twentieth Legisiature Pro-
rogued last night short)» 10
o'clock.

The movée 1o prorogue caught the
majority of the House by surprise as
it was anticipated that the session
would not conclude until the House
had debated a Government motion,
standing in the name of Works Min-
ister F. R. Oliver, urging the ap-
pointment of a House commiliece 10
report on the feasibility of bringing
in a Hydro flat rate system instead
of a traditional rale at cost basis.

Government leaders in the
gitting, it was learned, decided
defer action on the motion until a
special session 1s called to ratify
the Dominion-Ontario St. Lawrence
power pt‘ﬂjf't'i. The proposal 5
linked inseparably to the St. Law-
rence proposal, under which 1,100,000
horsepower will be developed ullis
mately, if and when it receives 1l
assent of the major contracting
parties, the Dominion Parhamen!
and the Congress of United States,
Provincial Secretary H.
explained.

“Any Change Better.”

Colonel! Drew's motion supple-
mented the minority recommendas
tion in the timber mvestigation re-
port tabled Tuesday in the House.
The Conservative report asked for
the appointment of an Ontario
Forest Regfources Commission, with
similar powers to those of the Hydro
Commission. Charles W. Cox (Lib-
eral. Port Arthur), who in debate
on the motion declared “any Kind ol
a change would be betler than the
syvstem we have,” voted wilh 1th2
Conservatives.

The final act of the House was a
unanimous votle on a motion to pay
the full sessional indemnity to the
wives of the two members on active
service, Major Colin Campbell, Min-
ister without portfolio, and Lieut,
David A. Croll, Liberal member fo:
Windsor-Walkerville,

Two members from the far north-
west ridings of Ontario expressed
disagreement yesterday with the
administration of Hon. Peter Hee-
nan, Minister of Lands and Forests,
who represents Kenora in the Leg-
islature.

Mr. Cox and Frank spence (Con..
Fort William), both spoke in sup-
port of a motion presented by Op-
position Leader Drew.

Colonel Drew's motion embodies
the first of twelve recommenda-
tions in the minority report of the
committee which Iinvestigated the
timber situation in the Province,

Mr. Cox, who has long opposed
the policy of the department as it
is at present, said: “I am of the
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opinion that any kind of a change
could be better than the system we
have. 1 cannot conceive that an
independent body of business men
handling our resources could mis-
handle them as they have been mis-
handled in the past.”

The Port Arthur membel re-
peated an earlier offer that he would
put up 320,000 of his own money to
take up a committee of the House
o investigate first hand the condi-
tions at the Lake Head.

In speaking to his motion Colonel
Drew said that it was done for the
purpose of putting the Province's
most valuable continuing asset on a
pasis that would be the best for the
to come. In speaking of the
minority report in connection with
the timber investigation he said
that the twelve recommeoendations
were accompanied good grounds
for thei presented and stated
that all one embodied in
motion were such that it made
no difference what plan of admin-
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very greal change
method of administration s
he said. "“The present
sysiem IS open 1o very serious cases
of abuse and there is a strong neces-
Sily for drastic and radical changes.
Conditions must be improved a great
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1nat a
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necessary,

deal il these resources are to he
protected for the future genera-
liﬂ]‘la_” .

He pointed out thal there was con-
siderable similarity between
clectric power Ssituation before
formation of the Hyvdro-Electric
Commission and that which exists
today in connection with timber re-
sources. As a result of the forma-
tion of the Hvdro-Electric Commis-
sion the system in Ontario
best method of controlling
power that can be found
world.

“We should

In the
be prepared to end
this continual argument,” he con-
tinued, “as to which Government
was wrong and which was worse. All

the Royal Commissions and spe-
clal committees which have consid-
ered this matter have agreed that

these extremely valuable areas must
not be divorced from public con-
trol and should only be sold by open
competition,

“During a period of just over six
months In 1937 eight private coms
panies were given areas consisting
of a total of 15.000.000 acres of for-
est lands by means of private nego-
tiations. That area is just under
the total forest area in the whole of
Norway—one of the greatest forest
resources countries of the world.
Organized Like Hvdro.

“1f a commission were appointed
under the ablest business men in the
Province—with salaries high enough
o attract the best
then we need not debate in
Legislature about fire protection,
conservation and reforestation. The

commission would be a fact-finding |

body able to secure all the informa-
tion about the industry. The com-
mittee found that there was no
central co-ordinating body with in-
formation at hand. The Department
of Lands and Forests did not have
it and we had to go elsewhere to
get it.

"Such a commission would be or-
ganized the same as the Hvdro Com-
mission with operating, legal, pur-
chasing, technical and research de-
partments, and all contracts made
would have terms most favorable for
the people of the Province.”

The Opposition Leader said he was
speaking as a conlirmed optimist
far as these resources are con-
cerned, Since 1913 the news pulp ex-
ports from Canada had grown from
206,661 tons to 2,424,000 tons in 1938,

“I am thoroughly convinced that
within five or ten vears we can ine-
crease by five, ten or twenty times
the products and exporis of all
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