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Dttawa to Pay
Total Relief,
Croll’s Hope

=

Twenty-four Hours’
Notice

“PARADES” ARE SCORED

Minister Blames Councils
| for Siding With
Jobless

HE hope that, in the
near future, the

whole question of

'~ unemployment relief would

be regarded and taken over
as a Federal responsibility,
rather than a municipal

burden, was expressed be-
fore the Ontario Legisla-
ture last night by Hon.
David A. Croll, Minister of

Public Welfare.

Premier Praised.

Mr. Croll paid a bhigh tribute to
the Premier for his “inherent liberal-
ism” in his (the Premler’s) selection
of himself as Minister of Public Wel-
fare. He was, the Minister declared,
a member of a “minority group” in
this country as far as race is con-
cerned.

Should the Federal Government,
Mr. Croll declared, decide to take over

' the entire responsibility of relief in all
' centres, Ontario will be found ready

on twenty-four hours' notice.
Recent demonstrations concerning

relief in several municipalities were
' roundly scored by the Minister.

“I am weil aware that these parades
and make-beleve sicg:s were covertly
organized by two-cent revolutionaries
—revolutionaries who visualize thent-
selves as Lenins, Trotskis or some-
times Kerenskis,

“These Lilliputian Lenins who
weave their little plots—they are not

good, hardy radicals, with a broad
| vision of a better world, but niggardly
obstructionists with delusions of per-
i.!mm:ulnl
- ment is good or bad, they will do what
‘they can to damn it merely because

grandeur. Whether an enact-

‘it is Governmenial. They have learned
that by consistently damning any Gov-
“ernment they can get quite a name
for themselves among the vocal fire-
- brands—not that they aclually accom-
plish anything, but they damn just
the same.”
Continuing, Mr. Croll declared:
' “But here is a strange thing about
. these outbreaks. They have been
' cccurring in the municipalities where

the relief allowances are the most

| generous in the Province and in the
municipalities where the Provinee is
paying the greatest percentage of the

- cost—places where municipal govern-
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' ment has substantially collapsed. I

nicipal

nicipal government. For these out-

Councils directly responsible.”

to realize that, except for those who

refer to the Toronto suburban mu- .
ities, Niagara Falls, the Border
Citiss—localities where we are direct-
ly responsible for the administration
of relief and other functions of mu-

breaks I hold the present Municipal
| “The Minister asked the Legislature |

be paupers under any circumstances, it
was no happy fate to be on relief.
“For men and women in the flush of
youth and strength what a hard, a
Leari-breaking lot. Ii's a hopeless
sort of existence.”

Although in Ontario there had been
a very marked revival in industry and
business, Mr. Croll said that the hopes
that the relief rolls would be sub-
Stanially reduced, had not material-
ized. “Our experience forces upon us
the conclusion that we have on our
hands, perhaps permanently, a very
large number of men who normally
would be considered employable, but
who are. in fact, now not employable.”

The Minister turned to the relief
situation in New Toronto, one of the
municipalities represented in the
“Hunger March” of the aflernoon. He !
charged that the Council of that|
centre “took sides” with the unem- |
ployed. “and had the audacity of ask-
igg me to come to New Toronto tan
the purpose of meeting the imported |
mobsters and agitators who had in-
timidated the Council.

“New Toronto,” continued Mr. Croll,
“was hopelessly in default. For twd
years it had been raiding the Public
Utilities

the cupboard was bare. In spite ol

that, on Nov. 1, 1934, just as munici- |
near, |
Lh.& .

pal elections were drawing

members of Council increased
scale of relief another 14 per cent.,
raising the schedule to 39 per cent.
above the Campbell report. This was
nothing kess than an outrageous bribe

of the municipal electors, with the:
Province called on to pay the major

portion of it.
Assistance Asked.
“A month later the Council came

0 us for assistance, and we held 2 |
consultation of the Council and Uhe: |
unemployed. I told them they had to |
bring their food schedule in line with |

the rest of the Yorks. The Council
agreed to do this if we would talr
over the administration of relief, be-
cause they could no longer pay for
any part. They returned to New To-

ronto and made the required reduc- |

We then proceeded to admin-
ister relief in accordance with the
maximum for the Province. But, once
we had taken owver the administra-
tion, the Council immediately passed
a resolution asking that we increas:

Lions.

the allowance 1o its previous scale. |

Mind you, I attach no blame to the
unemployed.”

The former Government, Mr. Croll;

charged, had felt that an unemployed

person could not be properly trusted |

to do anything for himself. Various
doles of gspecified kinds had been
handed out and the Minister charged
that the effect had been lo pauperize
the peopie.

“Any real control must be national.

Society is sick. It may be a major op-

eration is indicated. but no munici-
pality nor the Province can periorm
any such operation. Provincially we
can find no cure, only palliatives.”

Housing Situation.

The housing situation, the Minister
said. was becoming acute. Because o
the almost complete stoppage of low-

priced house building during several|.

vears, a real lack of accommodation
was developing. The department had
provided for payment of rentals 1o
landlords, and in some cities, to safe-
guard interests of both landlords and
relief tenant, had established a mini-
mum rental allowance. Buying and
price of fuel had been standardized,
“with the result that within the year
we shall have been able to save the
Province and the municipalities close
to $100,000 while giving better heal-
ing service.”

In connection with clothing, stand-

ards for purchases had been set up

and Ontario manufacturers had sub-
mitted tenders from which purchases
would shortly be made. “Close Aal-
tention has been given to qualily anc

'price, and every precaution is being

| ‘were munmm and would mhmt’hﬂ-{thlﬂl I‘!m oS US
no product of sweated labor or .for-

eign manufacture.”
Fostered Sweat Shops,

That the {ormer Administration
fostered “sweat shop” practices was
charged by Mr. Croll, who referred t,o{
the charter given the Veterans' Sal- |
vags Corps in 1933 enabling them to'
tramp from door to door picking upi
discarded articles for resale to mu-
nicipalitiecs among relief recipients. |
§o chargzd that conditions under
which these veterans Wworked were
“slavery conditions.” \

“The Government,” said Mr, Croll,
“not only permitted municipalities to
purchase these articles procured un-
dsr conditions almost as bad as slav-
ery, but actually gave the Veterans’
Salvage Corps a grant of $1,000 a.
moenth for seven months prior to the |
election.

“This money from the taxpayers of
the Province was nct passed on to the
poor veterans who were tramping the |
streets in order to earn their daily
bread by honorable methods, but was
split up among the dirertors of the
corps who sat in their offices and |
figured how best they could grind a

and Sinking Funds, untii

little more work out of a returned

' soldier for the miserable pay ~they

were receiving.”




