“HOUSE COMMITTEE.
[SSUES WARRANT
FOR ONE WITESS

Fails to Appear Followingi
Subpoena, and Police
Seek His Trail

ROAD - MAKING CHARGES

Drama climaxed yesterday's sitting
of the Public Accounts Committee,

called to investigate Liberal Paul
Munro's charges that highway pay-
rolls had been padded, and that Gov-
ernment investigation had failed
disclose the irregularities. :

On motion of Hon. Leopold Macau- |
lay, Minister of Highways, and Mr,
Munro, a warrant was ordered is-
sucd for the arrest of Henry M. Walk-
er, an important figure in the in-
quiry, subpoenaed as witness in the
Comimittee Room. but missing when |
he was called to testify.

It was Walker who precipitated
the departmental investigation of
payrolls prepared by James R. Gun-
ning, Elgin County road foreman, and
who subsequently was sued by Gun-
ning on the basis of the allegations
he made. When first sought as wil-
ness by Mr. Macaulay vyesterday
morning, Walker was “‘somewhere In
the city.” At that time he had not
been formally subpoenaed, but had
come to Toronto to testify. Served
with the subpoena in the Committes
Room on his appearance there,
Walker was not present when required |
at the brief aftermoon sitting. He was |
reported to be “somewhere in the|
buildings.” and the committee paused
while a2 search was made, without re-
sult,

Warrant Foreshadowed.

“Mr. Walker had betier show up
or I'll have a warrant issued for his
arrest,” proclaimed Mr. Macaulay.
“He was here this moming, bui this
afternoon he got as far as the door
and ran away. I move thai a war-
rant be issued If he doessn't turm up
within fifteen minutes.”

The fifteen-minute interval ensued.
and Mr. Macaulay. staring at his

wateh, declared: *“We * ¢
{he allotted time. On the sirength
of the charges mace by this man, Mr.

Lo

Murnro has put himself in the posi-
tion in which he finds himself today.
E has pu: his seat in jeopardy,” he
acded. in reference to the fact that,

Mr. Munro had mace his charges on
his responsbility as a member *“I.
is a serious matler for the depart-
ment, 88 wll., Walker was here this
morning, and it locks as thougi he
deliberately absented himsell. Be-
cause his evidence is so vilal to this
inquiry, I am determined tlhal h»
shall appear before the commitlee,
I have conferred with Mr. Munro. and
ne agrees tha: a!l efforts should be
made Lo bring him here.”

Police Seek Witness.

Mr. Munro then seconded Mr. Ma-
caulay's formal motion for issuance
of a warrant. The commitize rose
uniil this morning, and an influx of
Attorney-General's Department offi-
c.als began preparation cof the war-

rant, which was turned cver to the

Provincial Police for service.

A large number of Elgin County

witnesses, called on the Liberals’ re-
quest, atienced the aftermoon session
of the committee. Mr. Munro cdoubt:d
they could add much to the evidence
presented at the morning sitting. bu:
Mr. Macaulay .nsisted that some of
them be heard.

J. A. Craig (Conservative, Lanarx
Norih) considered it “a shame” to
call any more witnesses, on the ground
that enough had been heard.

have wated'
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Mr Macaulay agreed, but said: “l
am conducting this inquiry, and am
merelyr t:ying to bring out the facts.
It is on Mr. Munro's responsibility
that these witnesses have come so long
a way. All we have heard is village
tittle-tatlle that has been magnified
by the Board of Strategy, with the
caject of blowing this Government out
of Queen's Park.’

On the contrary, said Mr. Muaro.
it had been shown that wiong entries
had been made, and wrong informa-
tion given, by Highways Depariment
emnloyees,

George Mcl.ean, Talbotville, had
travelled 145 miles to give his evidence.
and insisted he should receive witness
iecs hefore he took the stand. Ex-
planation of procedure failed to shase
his refusal,

Rev. R. C. Copeland, a former pas-
‘or of Talbotville United Church. en-
arged upon morning witnesses' ex-
planation of payment of “(eam-hite”
mconey t2 the church's Treasurer., The
money nad been paid in return for
rental of a shed. FHe believed that t1e
declaration made by John Brown in
connection with this incident had been
s7worn under a misapprehension.

Wilfred »ife. the man to wihom
cheyues for Gunninz's truck were
made payabdle, said that he had seen
N0 wrongdoing under the circums-
stances, and had eadorsed th» caeques
over 10 Gunning. Mrs. Gunning also
was called, but added litile to the

* evidonce.

Engineer Testifies.

First witness at the moming sitting
wes H. E. McPherson, Resident En-
mns::f cn a2 streteh of road whers
Gunning served as foroman. B2raus?

ther> was much heavy heauling to be
de- |

done, teams wear2 slow and the
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wrangle ensued for $112.50, claimed
by Walker, and Gunning, taking Mrs.
Barnes’s part in the dispute, had
forced a settlement at $50. *“From
then on, he didn% have much love for
me,” said Gunning. Then the fore-
man, having seen “the inside of
Walker's character,” refused to rec-
ommend his reappointment as traffic
census-taker. “From then on he had
still less love for me, and that fall he
wrote to the department charging me
with graft.” |
At that moment Mr. Macaulay!
made his first demand for Walker's
testimony. The server said he had
issued no subpoena to the witness,
but was aware that he was in town.
“Theyie not at yvour hostel. are
ther?” he asked Mr. Munro, and won
for himself the first laugh of the day.
Gunning was questioned on alleged
payments to John Powell, who died in
1932, He said the payments, all made
before Powell's death., had been for
sand and for damage to a fence.

Mr. Macaulay impatiently scanned
the back-benches. “Is Mr. Powell
here?” he demanded., and the com-

mittee howled at his expelse.
‘That vas the Angel Gabriel call-

:ing " said Mr. Macaulay, expolaining
that he really had wanted the dead
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pariment refused to supply a truck. |

Gunning had preposed tha: he him-
self buy a truck for use where neces-
sary. 'This projeet was followsd out.

and the foreman was paid at the rate

of $1.10, or doubl> the team rate. As
an eng.nzer, Mr. McPherson said. the
arrang=mesni{ had eppealed to him as
g>cd business, “Yeou have sat'sfied
yoursef thet th~ truck was used as

the payrclls indicaied?” asked Mr
Macaulay.
“Yes, for honest work.”

The statutory daclaration of John
Brown, Seeretarv-Treasurer of Talbot-
villa United Church, found further
menticn. Mr. Macaulay said that Mr.
Munro cn Wadnesday had stated ne
had never scen the d:=claration pub
lithed in Friday's Globe.

“I didn't say that.” answered Mr.
Munro. *I said I didn't have it with
mz2 yesterday.” Th2 Minister pressed
the point., and Mr. Munro concagded
that he had hed possession of the
dccument when he mad: his allega-
tioms  in the Hous2 on Thursday.

“Your memeory's batter tedav.” com-
mented Mr. Macaulay., “Well, we all
mek> mistakes "

James Gunning, next sworn. de-

scribed the arrangement whereby he

' bu v g 1
had bought a truck for road work, andf | gut actually for gravel, sand, rentals,

the depar mental ruling whereunder. '

N2 s2id, he had entered truek time as

tasm time on the pav-sheers, He was

asked why he had not usad his own

name on the sheei:. *“I should have
asked Mr. McPherzon.” he conceded:
“but I thought my name could not go

down as both teamster and focreman. !
When his horses had been used., his |

sons’ names were en.ered, but when
the truck went inio operation he made
an arrangement wiih Wilfred Fife. As

a result Fife bhad received two
cheques, for $44 and $37.95, actually
' for the use of Gunning's truck. But

“it seemed to bother me. I ‘hought

- perhaps it was no. right,” said Gun-
' ning, and so he had relerred Lhe ma:t-

ler to Mr. McPhetson. Subsequently,

‘acccunts for the truck went by invoice

10 the deparinen..
“You have been charged with graft-
ng.” sald Mr. Macaulay. _
“Never one dollar,” Gunning as-

. serted.

“What's the trouble between ¥you
and Walker?” the Minister inquired.
- Gunning placed before the commit-
. tee the account of a disagreement
'which began, he said, with Walker's
intention to lease a house from Mrs.
Barnes, Gunning’s sister-in-law.
While negotiations were pending,
Gunning himself entered a successful

'sand and snow fences.

‘day before
:Hie added t
s own responsibility.
' tion,
slander

man's son.
Remarking that the Powell inci-
dant had received *“two-inch head-

lines in The Glode,” Mr. Macaulay
considered it worth while to press his
aouestioning further. He established
that Powell had received teamster pay
for the sand and damage.

TR
Paid as Teamster.

Next, Gunnuing was called on to
explain the matter of Joan Brown.
with whom he had been a church
stevward. The payments to this man.

| 85 every six months, had been for
‘use of the church shed for storing

He, too, had

slander action

been paid as a teamster
! QEE&HG}I;IE{! as to the
e brought against Walker. Gunnii
sald he had settled it out of court :11:5
paid S$150 toward the defendant's
¢3sls. He explained that he was afraid
the litigation ultimately would be be-
yond his means, “and I couldn't co.~
lect from Walker anyway.” Asked
why, he said: “Because he was finan-
cially irresponsible.”

“"Did vou have any communication
from me O any one else in Toronto
about settling this case?” inquired Mr.
Macaulay.

“No. I never

saw you before the
yeésierday.” was the reply.
dQat he settled the case on
Mr, Munro read Walker's declara-
made in connection with the
acuon, seiting out that the
SWorn statement of Fife was relied on.

Gunning declared he had made no

profit from the time-sheet entries in
question.

He r'ecounted, on Mr.
quesiioning a long list of
lered as payment for teams,

Munro's
items. en

damage, stone, expropriation and iabor.
He thought there might be other items
of the zame type in the paysheets,
He was questioned clcsely on pay-
ments for use of his sedan car while

'his truck was in a garage for repairs,
'The car had been used thus for only

'[about,

bid for purchase of th2 property. A

. two days, he said.

“Did either of your sons. between
Jan. 1 and August, 1929, work con-
sistently for one Glover, a farmer in
vhe neighborhood?” asked Mr. Munro.
Gunning knew William Glover of Fin-
gal, but was unaware that his son
had been employed by him.
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