lnnu:m by Speaker, :
A silenced him
grulfly as he attempted to continue
his remarks. The Minister's protest
that some polileness was due him met
a sharp retort from the Opposition
Leader. There had been no polite-
ness, said Dr. McQuibban, shown by
Mr. Finlayson to Opposition mem-
bers during last week's long speech
when Liberal members had been raked
over the coals. Further altercation
was interrupted by the Speaker, who
notified Mr. Finlayson that the
Leader of the Opposition wished no

more interruptions.

The bulk of Dr. McQuibban's
speech conformed with the pattemn
established by Liberals for Budget

Premier Henry he said,

criticism.
had made a “heroic effort to prove
by the equation of figures that all
is well, and that once again the pen-
dulum swinas true.” Nevertheless
{he Premicr had been “skating over
rubbery ice.” He noted that the hu-
manitarian services of the Government
" repeatedly had been cited in Conser-
vative defense, with the implication
that Liberals might seck to curtail
payments for mothers’ allowances and
old-age pensions. This he repu-
diated. “We, far from anything of
this nature, would pledge our {aith
to the misfortunates in all branches,
as far as Provincial aid can go,” sald
Dr. McQuibban.

On farm loans, the Opposition
Leader commented that it would be
“a big proposition” for the Govern-
“ment to collect the accumulated in-
terest, and this fact had been admit-
ted by a Conservative high in the
party ranks.

Weighing His Thumb.

The Premier, he continued, had the
habit of “weighing his thumb” when
he came to reckon Government as-
sets. Nevertheless “he has reneged
on his debt-retiring payments; he
has a red smear on the Ligquor Con-

trol Board sheet because he robs the ! | cessful in the ensuing general clec-
. tions.

- White Horse for McCrea?

ill* he admits that he doesn’t hanker
" for bills especially near Oct. 31; and
the unemployment item is not capital,
and borrowed money pays it and 1iis
interest charges.” Further, he noted,
the Premier “seems to be the only
one who had the Jitters as to On-
tario’s cred.l.”

Dr. McQuibban proceeded to plead,
“in behalf of the debt-burdened citi-
zens of the Province, for a campaign
of interest-reduction. It won't be
popular with the banks and invest-
ment companies, but it will fit into
te niche c¢f the times, and it will
. be popular with the life-blecod of
Canada’™s masses.

Before turning to his favorite sub-
ject of Hwvdro, Dr. McQuibban ex-
pressed belief that recent de-
velopment m the mining [lelds
should have eliminated the
kaming & Northern Ontario Railway

deficit of last vear. On Hydro, he
protested the $50,000 payment to
John Aird Jr. Hydro officials, he
claimed. must have “blushed with |
cham>" when the news came that

the big sum was needed for the serv-
‘mog of an cuteide individual in mak-

inr a contrast. “Is it any wonder.”
he inguirsd. “that I made the state-
m-nt that I was unwilling to entrust
' future cf the St. Lawrence

» individmals who did not nego-
tate a 6.000-hors>power deal without
this tyns of ald? What would they
dy in a millisn-horsepower proposi-
tion2” In regard to Hvdro service to
Northern  Ontario mines, he pro-
tested that private interesis were b2-
ing pammitied to lap the cream of the
contracts.

Turning to the live stock question,
th» Opposition Leader cited big divi-
dends paid by packers. “It demon-
strates.” he continued, “just how tre-
mendcus the influence of huge
combinses
citizens.
over two of these companies which
wore in bad shape, and the
concern is prospercus because
farmer paid the price.”

&
LS

in

purchase, “a romance of
mvth. the villain In the

sorvative Administration.
amazed on listening to
sock to reveal the pure
tives of this Government as

gestures to> the mining industry.”

| my honorable {riends oppos

Timis-

the well-being of our
This combins actually took

whole
the

- 'Qu'bbs sviewaed the Abitibi
Dr. McQuibban rey B
play a c::ni;

speeches which
industrial mo-

charitable

, were
Harry C. Nixon's contribution to the
Leaders’ summing up of the Budget

debate. Speaking slowly and occa
sionally in biting tones, the Progres-
siwe Leader lel his sarcasm loose on

the Government benches and in-
cluded the entire Conservalive ma-
Jority in his prediction that “nexi

session will find Mr. Hepburn in this
House and at least 65 per nt. of

not
here, and I will undertake to say that

he will not complain about their ab-'

sence as they do about his.”

First Opposition comment on the
charges which have been emanating
from the Conservative back benches
came in the first few minutes of Mr.

Nixon's address. _Terming it “rather |

amusing” to hear certain Government
rs make what would pass as

supporte _
~good Opposition speeches, he said:

“They do not seem to realize how this |
reflects against the administration of

their party, which has been in office

now for eleven years. Certainly if in
that time they could not keep the|

various contractors and
tors, stock yards, packing
canneries and employers of labor
within the bounds of fair play and

subcontrac- |
plants,

justice then indeed this Administra-
tion should be turned out of office.”’

The Progressive Leader swung into
his description of the exodus f{rom
Queen's Park by testifying that, “in
the main I agree with the principles
and policies and the criticisms of this
Administration as they have bcen
discussed on the public platfornt of
this Province by Mr. Hepburn.” Mr.
Nixon pointed out that in Nova Sco-
tia and British Columbia there had
been ample precedent for an outside
Leacer., adding the comment that in
both instances the Leaders were suc-

f
i

|

Picturing the e¢xodus, and mention- |

ing comparisons with a Twelfth of
July parade, he commented that *‘cer-
tainly it would be headed by ecvery
member of the Cabinet, and that
would be a unique feature, as the
Minister of Mines will concede.” Hon.
Charles McCrea smiled and asked:
“Would they put me on the white
horse?"

A moment later the Progressive
Leader included all officials appoint-
ed since last Oect. 31, remarking that
Mr. Hepburn's statement in that re-
spect was “vory definite,” and again
bringing up the fifth session ques-
tion. A speech from Sir Jamles Whit-
nev was introduced in which the late
Conservative Prime Minister said of
the similar legislation passed by the
Liberal Government of the
vears of the century: “The act was a
disgrace to the statute books of the
Province, designed to stifle the pub-

lic will and extend their own life.”
Turning back to his description of |

the exodus, the Progressive Leader
admitted, amid Conservative laugh-
ter, that the recently appointed offi-
cials, having outstanding qualifica-
tions, might be perntitted to stand for
reappointnient.

Would Retire Gaby.

The return fire came from the Gov- |

ernaient benches

early |

l'l_Mr. Nixon termed the alleged surplus

when Mr., Nixon

shifted from generalilies to the predic- |

tion of the departure of the Hydro
Commissioners, and Chief Engineer
Gaby. *“Are you in favor of leiling
him go absolutely?” Hon. Dr. Robb
asked. “Absolutely,” the Progressive
Leader said, with an immediate refer-
ence to the Chief Engineer’s address
in which Mr. Hepburn was named.
Hon. J. R. Cocke, Chairman of the
Hydro Commission, then took up the
Government cudgels, asking to what
particular remarks, objections were

| incorrect

The fireworks blazed
moment later when Mr.

%nm a
tended from the evidenes oy

of certain

figures that Mr. Gaby's salary must

be at lea.st-i 3351;%0% “You are quite
n at statement.” .
Ccoke replied. “Well, then, why w;ﬁ;
you bring in an answer to the question
concerning Hydro salaries?” the Pro-
gressive Leader asked heatedly.

Going cn with his indictment he
charged that a dozen Hydro officials
were receiving higher salaries than
the Premier, while the Province
was suffering because of ‘the de-
pression. The Progressive Leader
waxed facetious over claims that an
announcement of Hydro officials’
salaries might lead to higher offers
from other interests, commenting that
limited information had been released
last year and there had besn no
s:gns of “kKidnapping.” \

Tory Appointments.

A general view of Conservative ap-
pointments was interjected into the
criticisms of ©personnel, with the
comment tha! many of the boards,
Commissicns, bureaus and depart-
ments are headed by “defzated Con-
servative candidates, former Conserva-
tive members, Conservative Senators,

\ Switching in the second

Conservative heelers, and what have
| you.”

. Surely, he said, a new administra-

ticn would not be expected to carry
con with such a set, charging “if there
is a spoils sysiem in this Province my
honerable friends are to blame., It
would seem that when a constituency

repudiatzs a Conservative candidate,
the Government and the Civil Service
 Commission find that he has just the
qualificaticns required to fill these
jobs ™’

Reverting again to definite cases,
Mr. Nixcn mentioned Hen. 1. B. Lucas.
“While he has built up the Legal De-
| partment within the Hydro Commis-
sion costing over $42,840, we find out
in answer to questions that if the
slightest legal service is required they
must go out and engage our old
friend. W. N. Tilley, K.C., at fees and
retainers running into large sums of
money,” he contended.

Minimum Wages.

Members of the Minimum Wage
Board also came in for mention as
poscible members of the parade. o |
am sure the Province at large has
been shocked and astounded by the
revelations of conditions which have
beenn permitted by this board,” the
Progressive Lecader declared. _

Reference was made to the position
which R. A. Stapells, Chairman of
the Minimum Wage Board, was said
to hold as Vice-President of J. J.
Gibbons Limited, ‘“‘an advertising
agency soliciting the employers of
labor for advertisinz business.” The
Progressive Leader commented: “Sure-
ly you can sec that is not a Pproper
asscciation.” When Mr, Nixon men-
tioned H. G. Foster as a very strong
Tory, the Conservative henches chuckl-
ed. and he was told that Mr. Foster
was a Dmury appointment.

, part of his
speech to the Government finances,
a myth, and expressed agreement with
the statement “that the balanced
Budeet and the surplus were reached
purely by arithmetical juggling.” Al-
leging that such juggling was unique
in the Provincial history, he pointed
ocut that “had last year’s policy of
dealine with the unemployment re-
lief expenditures been coniinued there!
would have been a deficit of $2,409,-1
569.” The alleged surplus was not
only a myth, but a dangerous illusion,

. the Progres:zive Leader declared, con-

made. Mr, Nixon picked up a copy of |

the speech, and referred to Mr. Gaby's
connection of the phrases “mislead-
ing” and “gross exaggeration,” with
Mitchell Hepburn‘s statements, and
pointed out that the attack had been
based cn newspaper reports which Mr.

Gaby used without going to the trouble

of finding out

if the Liberal Leader

had been correctly quoted. After an- !

other interchange, the Progressive
Leader declared: “I say that, in my
on'nlaon. it was verv imnroner for Mr

tending that the Government was em= .

justification in an elec-

loving it as
b embark on a policy of

tion year
spending.
Cross-Entries.

The adjustment of cross-entries’
next received attention, Mr. Nixon
charging that “the adjustment of
cross-entries conceals many millions
of expenditure from the statements
that are before us, and makes it utter-
ly impossible to give fair or intelligent
lcompaﬁ.son with the expenditures of
'last year.” Presenting a table to cover
this feature, he cited figures showing

“that every year the ordinnry" ex-
penses appear to gel lower, while

amounts ranging from $17,000,000 in
1930 to $40,000,000 and $37,000,000 in

11932 and 1933 were labelled “conceal-
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