METROPOLITAN PLAN

N INTERIN REPORT

House Committee Hears To-
ronto and Windsor
Areas Views
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Study of the

metropolitan area
project will be continued after the
present session of the Legisiature,
and in the meantime an interim re-
port will be submitted, according 10
a decision reached yvesterday by the
committee appointed to deal with the

matter.

Long representations were heard by
the committee from Toronto distirict
and Essex Border delegates. A. J. B.
Gray of York Township presented a
memorandum regarding earller find-
ings of the committee, which saw the
logical future for Toronto district mu-
nicipalities as union with the Ccily.
The memorandum commented on the
| fact that taxes seemed to be higher
where expenditures had been pared,
and Jower in municipalities where
less care was exercised. Deputy Reeve
W. A. Edwards of Mimico called for
equalization of rates, and Colonel R.
J. Stuart gave warm support to the
metropolitan area project, For Foresu
Hill, Deputy Reecve Gordon Hyland
spoke against any immediate action.
Reeve Warren of East York com-
plained that Toronto promised future
annexation. at the same time main-
taining control over the large subur
ban area.

“You are giving a’big order when
you ask for compulsory annexation,”

March \7

ROYAL COMMISSION
WILL BE EXAMINED FOR MUNRO CHARGES

~ REFUSED BY TORIES

_—

commented Hon. Willlam Finlayson,

Chairman.

Regarding the Border Cities. W. D

McGregor, President of the WwWindsor
Chamber of Commerce, explained the
partially organized sysiem in opera-

tion there., with unified water, sewed,

and hospital services.
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Highways Probe to Go Be-
fore Public Accounts
Committee

COUNSEL NOT PROVIDED

Munro to Do His Own
Examining, It Is Ex-
pected

Royal Commission investigation of
the highway payroll padding charges
was refused Liberals by the Henry
Government yesterday. |

Instead, the Legislature's Public
Accounts Committee will hear evidence
on the allegations with which young
Paul Munro, K.C., shattered Conserva-
tive complacency at Thursday night’s
session: that $3,459 in highway work-
cheques had gone the way of gralt.
At yesterday's sitting of the prepon-
derantly Conservative Hguse, Premier
Henry's motion for committee ingquirv
carried, without division, over Liberal
House Leader McQuibban's demand
for a Royal Commission.

Suspension Announcement.

Other desvelopments durinz the day
included arrival in Toronto of Mitchell
F. Hepburn, Ontario Liberal Leader,
for conferences on the inquiry, and
announcement by R. M. Smith, Depuly
Minister of Highways, that James R.
Gunning, allegedly deeply involved #n
the matter, had been suspended from
his foremanship job in Elgin County.
Mr. Smith issued the statement in the
absence of Hon. Leopold Macaulay,
the Minister, who is ill

The Liberal claim for a Royal Com-
mission, which received full support
from ve Leader Harry Nixomn,
was based on the seriousness of the
charge and the necessity for appoint-
ing counsel to press the charges. The
Government reply to the latter conten-
tion, as expressed by Attorney-General
Price. was that the examination of
witnesses should bz undertaken by
Mr. Munro, lone, but highly capable
lawyer, on the Opposition side. The
result, say Liberals, is that, ranged
against Mr. Munro will be the astute
legal minds of Conservative Minister-

Dr. McQuibban Objects.

As soon as the Legislature’s sitting
commenced yesterday, Premier Henry
moved his motion for reference of the
matter to the Public Accounts Com-
mittee. Dr. McQuibban at once ob-
jected, calling for a Royal Commis-
sion inquiry. If that were permitted,
he pointed out, counsel could be ap-
pointed to press the charges. The
matter was a serious one, warranting
the broader investigation, he said, and
the Opposition proposed to call twenty
or more witnesses. As for the Public
Accounts Committee, it was already
overloaded with work.

Speaker Kidd pointed out 10 the
Liberal Leades that he could not move
for a Royal Commission except as an
amendmen: to Premier Henry's mo-
tion, which already was before the
House. Dr. McQuibban complied with

the ruling.
Attorney-General Price cons idered

that all the examinalion could be
conductad by Mr. Munro, a lawyer,
and instigator ol the investigat.on.
1t was something new, said the At-
torney-General, for a lawyer in the
House to ask that a lawyer should
represent him in such a matter. H=
promised every facility 1o the Opposi-
tion for a full investigation of the
charges, adding that the Government
“had nothing to hide,” and wanted
all facts brought to light. The ce-
mand for counsel he regarded as a
weakness in the Oppositicn. As a
private member he often had served
his party by examining wilness:s in
comm.itee.

Needs No Outside Assistance.

. Premuer Henry agreed wilh
. Attorney-General. H: saw no reason
' for bringing in outside assistance.
' His motion implemented the stand

his

taken by the Government at Thurs-

bartisters, such as Messrs, Price, Fin- .

layson, Macaulay and McCrea.

day night's session cof the House. |
“There should be a full and com- |

- plete investigation,” heatedly con- ]

tended Hon. Harry Nixon, the Pro-
gressive Leader. “The charges are |
serious in natur> and call for inquiry
by Royal Commission.” |

“Would the honorable memberi
- accept the findings of a Royal Com-
mission?” asksd Frank W. Wilson |

!

(Conservative, Windsor
Tories hammered desks.
The amendment{ then was declared

defeated.
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