REPORTS REQUIRED
INMATERNAL CASES
UNDER HEALTH BLL

Department Seeks ‘More
Statistics in Mortal-
ity Fight

TWO MAIN CAUSES SEEN

A renewed eflort to reduce Ontario’s

malernal mortality rate is foreshad-

owed in a Government measure now
before the Legisla.ure, and providing
hat physiclans shall report on the
exact cause of death in all cases where
a woman's life is lost during child-
birth.

A. present the Health Department
Is handicapped by lack of statistical
information, Dr. J. T. Phalir, Chief
of the Child Hygiene and Public
Health Nursing Branch of the depart-
ment, stated yesterday. The new leg-
islation will indicate to the depart-
'ment how its eflorts can best be di-
rected in the attemp. to lower the
rate, which 1s admittedly not so low
as in some countries.

The important causes for maternal
dcaths are believed by Dr. Phair o
be late contact wita the physician,
and palliative treatment demanded by
the modern woman during child-oirth.
To what exient these factors can be
held responsible will be determined
{rom the informaiion collected under
the legislation.

So far, the department has been
carrying on an educational campaign,
to induce women o consult their phy-
siclans earlier than is the practice at

present. All too frequently, said Dr.

Phair, the contac. between doctor and
patient is established so late that the

physician is handicapped by ignorance

of the particular case he is handling.
As for palliative treatment, “women
today are unwilling to pay the price of

child-bir.h,” said Dr. Phair, ana wneir |
demands for anesthesla and surgical
interference-—"largely due to the in-'

fluence of United States thought—in-
crease the danger to themselves.”
As for the doclor's standpoint, full
co-operation is counted on by the de-
artment in making its fact-finding
egislation a success. Dr. Phair point-
ed out that the average rura. physician
enccunters a case of maternal death
only once in five vears or more of his
- vegular praclice. Under thes: circum-
- stances, he overworked practitioner
'has little time or occasion to benefit
frem departmental educational efforts
' directed toward his profession.
' In his recent review of the Prov-
'ince’s health, Hon. Dr. J. M. Robb, the
- Minis. er, regretted that no improve-
'ment had been noted in the maternal
' mortality rate. Dr. Phair doubts that
iﬂntaﬁu statistics are comparable with
| these of Eurcpean countries, in tha!l
the latter take no count of women's
'deaths when they are coincidental
; with those of their infants. Ontario's
‘rate is about the same as that for
'Canada as a whole, and considerably
lower than that for the United Siates.
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THIRD READING GIVEN
10° THIRTEEN BILLS

e iy Se——

Sinclair Measure Regarding
Tax Sales Referred to
Committee

——— —— o — = - .

DECLARED WORTH WHILE

 — —

The curr:nt sz2ssion of the Ontariu'
Legislature brought forth first truits

' yesterday when four pub iz and nine
, privat> bilis passed tbird reading in
' the course of a thirty-five-minute
;sming. “"Resolved that taz bill is now
| passed and be entitled as on the order
paper,” Mr Speaker Kidd repeated
' as each measur: was carrizd without

commeni. The legislation, which -
ciuded the amendments to the Pro-
v.ncial Loans and the Childraen’s Pro-
tection Act, and the bills establishing .
the Batiic of Ridgeway Memorial
Park and the Radio-Therapy Insti-
tule, now await enly the L'esutenant-
IGD"-'EI'HUI"S assent be2fore becom.ng
aw.

Municipal Measures,

On tae motion of the Premier the
voluminous measure amending tae
Successicn Duty Act was referrea bick
10 committez for several taochnical,
changes before rcoceiving third read-
ing. Privats bills, which were passed
over the final legi:zlative hurdle, in-
cluded the measures affecting Pres-
cott, Elob.cokz, Oshawa,K Weston, Wel-
:and, and Woodbridge, and the Mount
MicKay and Kakabeka Falls Railway
Comp:2ny, ith: Hamilion By-Proauct
Coke Ovens, Lim.ted, the Bankers'
1rust Company, th2 Industrial Mort-
gage and Trust Compeny, and the
kas. Lambion Farmers’ Loan and
Savings Company.

Tne amendment to the Assessmens
Act sponsored by W. E. N. Sinclair,
Kh.C. (Ontarin Soutli) was brought
up for second reading. Mr. Sinclair
explained thit, at th2 present time,
municipalities are requ.red to put up
lor sale all land on which certain
arrears of taxss have accumulated.
Th2 Liberal member, citinrg th2 s:tua-
t.on in Oshawa, as an instance ar-
gued that an amendment permiiting
the sale of only a classified list of
property would be advisable, Owners
should bz g.ven all opportunity to
recesm improved property, he said,
but a =ale of vacant lois would clear
up munic.pal assessment rolls. The
Premier comment2d that the sugges-
tion was “worth-while.” and the bill
was refeived to commi.tee.

Requests for Assistance.

When the cmendment to the Com
munity Halls Act was brought up in
committee, Hon. Hariy C. N xon asked
Hon, T. L. Kennedy, Minisi?r of Ag-
r.cuiture, 1if the department was re-
ceiving any requests for ass sianeg» in
that line. Cclonel Kennedv answered
n the affirmative and replicd in an-
swer to a serond question that, speik-
‘ng from memory, about $18.000 had
be°n paid out last year.

Technical amendments to the Loan
& Trust Corporations Ac: were in-
trocuced on behalf of Atlorrev-Gen-
eral Price. The changes remov: ex-
isient dcubt as to a trust comnany's
right to act as custodian cor trustee
in bankruptey. That right is as-
seried to be granted under the Bank-
tuptey Acli (Canada), which came
into force m 1919. Anctl*r measure
from Colonel Price amends th» Con-
veyancing Acl, a minor alteration
prov.ding for use of the Brit'sh VS~
tem in mabtters affeciing joint
tenancy. -

W. A Baird (Toronto-H gh Park)
got first read ng for his Municipal
Acl amendment, providing for gi:at-

ér civic control over eslablish 1 |
lumberyarcs. n—
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