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Commission. In spite of his oppo-
sition, the bill was given second read-
ing without a division.
The amendment also provides that
where power developments take place
in such districts the deficits may be
charged to suspense accounts, and
provision is to be made for the charg-
ing off of these deficits, The Liberal
« House Leader also objected to the an-
nual report of the Hydro Commission
‘being tabled on the second last day .
of the session, when, according to the
statutes, it should have been brought
down on March 1. “I suppose they
are so busy down there adding up
their salaries,” he observed in con-
nection with the delay.
Hon. J. R. Cooke, Chairman of the
Commission, in explaining the bill, re-
viewed the several developments in
Northern Ontario. Pressure had been
brought to bear on the Government
to have the services extended at vari-
ous times, he remarked. And it was
as a result of this that the 100,000
horsepower contract was signed by the
Hydro with the Abitibi Development.
The district was crying out for cheap
power, he said.
And the Commission was able 0
transmit the power 225 miles to Sud-
bury at a cost of $18 per horsepower.
“This was an achievemept of which
the Hydro is proud,” he said, compar-
ing it to the $24 per horsepower cost
to Toronto of power from Niagara,
ninety miles away. The legislation
asked for would allow the Wahnapitae,
Ear Falls, Nipissing and Abitibi
plants in one unit, and this would
make for cheaper power, he explained.
“The Minister has failed to explain
the working out of the bill,” objected
Mr. Sinclair. “Under the 1930 bill
the whole financing of such develop-
ments was to be left with the Com-
mission. This leaves it under the
Province of Ontario. In other words,
the legislation would enable the Abitibl
to be repeated legally. If this goes
through there can be another Abitibi
and no legislation would be required
to confirm it."
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