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“It is high time that this subject
be dealt with and settled by the Lead-
er of the Government, the Leader of
the Liberal Opposition in the House,
the Leader of the Liberal Opposition
out of the House and Mr. Nixon.
Bach of tham has dodged the issue
and joined every first-class newspaper
in the Province in a conspiracy of
stlence. Action should have been
teken a year ago when Ontario
had a choice, and when this Province
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“Take it from me, I never heard of
this Heighington resolution until I saw
the newspapers after its introduction,
and while it may be taken as a some-
what belated and faltering step in the
right direction, it is nct in line with
my own personal views, nor with those
of the Moderation League,” declared
R. Home Smith, President of the
league, commenting on the resolution
introduced into the Legislature Dby
Wilfred Heighington, M.P.P., advocal-
ing the sale of wine and beer. Mr,
Smith emphatically voiced his dis-
agreement with the wording of the
resolution as it stands.

“Again and again I have reiterated

my own personal conviction on the

general form of wine and beer legisla-
tion,” he said, “and I would quote
vou the following from a speech I
made at St. Catharines some SixX
months ago: _

“'We desire light wines and beer
by the bottle, to be sold under license,
and subject to local option, in licensed
hotels. restaurants and clubs, and un-
der such Government restrictions as
may be in the public interest.’

“There must be local option, as that
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all our neighboring Provinces are
practicelly on the Quebec liquor law,
and therefore the bone-drys of this
Province are thrown back on the ab-
surd suggestion that we should con-
stitute ourselves & small Sahara in
the midst of a continent flowing with
milk and honevy.

“If any local bone-dry is still
Sahara-minded, he must take one of
two positions: Either, first, that the
other 130,000,000 people on this con-|
tinent are all wrong and that this'
Province of 3,000,000 people is alone'’
rightecus on wine and beer; or, sec-
ond, that the population of this Prov-
ince is so inferior in moral stamina
to the rest of the people on the con-
tinent that our legislators must con-
tinue as nursemaids and provide a
general law whereby the drinking
habits and mor«ls of the people of
Ontario are protected by the superior
wisdom of the 112 statesmen at
Queen’s Park.

“To all intents and purposes 1
opened this wine and beer campaign
in a speech in March, 1932, and the
concluding words were: ‘If eventually,
why not nowv?’ Surely we have now

arrived at ‘eventually.’ Let us get
on with it.” \




