NO ELECTION LIKELY
UNTIL JUNE OF 1934,

DECLARES NESBITT

Toronto M.P.P.’s Motion on
Voters’ Lists Is Given
Support

Arguing that the present method of
preparing Provincial voters' lists was
inadequate, and ccstly, A. Russell Nes-
bitt (Conscrvative, Bracondalc)
successful yvesterday in his efiort in
the Legislature to have the whole
maitzr referred to a spocial commiitee
for consideration. Attorney-General
W. H. Price, leading the Government,
as Premuer Henry is confined to his
home with iliness, agreed that the
present system was open to improve-

ment. and acceded to Mr. Nesbitt's
request.

Unnecessary Cost.

Having sponsored a revamping of
the system in pravious Legislatures,
Mr. Nesbitt presented a mass of fig-
ures showing the unneoccssary cost 10
the municipalities of having to pre-
parc annually such lists. And under
the present method thousands found
themselves without votes, while thou-
sands of persons who had died or
moved from the econstituency had
their nameos still on the lists, he said.
He zave one instance of a woman's
name being on the list fecurieen years
~fter she had passed away, and stated
that the nam~ of Premier Henrys
mother was still on the list, although
s?-ﬁ has besn dead s me considerable
time.

The select commitiee named to go
into the matter is to consist of: Pre-
mier Henry, Attorney-General Price;
1, W. Preele, Middlesex West;, A. E.
Heneywell, Ottawa North; W. Morri-
son. Hamilton East; Mr. Nesbitt and
W. G. Wilson, Niagara Falls (Conser-
vatives): and W. E. N. Sinclair. rep-
resenting the Liberals, and T. K.
Slack Dufferin, Progress.ve.

No Election This Year.

In spraking to his motion for &
committce, Mr. Nesbiti stated: “An

was

TFe brua.ry 2%,

election will not be this year, mdl
will not be

une.” In such event,
months would elapse from the time
the assessors took the names of voters
and the time of the eleclions.

Although the speaker indicated that
there would be no early election, mem-
bers of the Legislature, irrespective of
party, showad keen interest in the
subject. Because, even if there is no
election until June, 1934, this is the
last session in which the method could
be changed in~time to alter the make-
up of the lists for the election.

“T am glad to associate mysell with
what the member for Bracondale has
sald.” stated Mr. Sinclair. “Members
of Parliament should be able to draft
a complete as possible method of pre-
paring the lis's. It should also be as
cheap as possible. There are many
respects in which the voters’ 1ists
could be improved."

Hion. H. C. Nixon, Progressive
Leader, said the House was indebted
to Mr. Neshitt for having brought the
matter up. “But I think it would be
preferable if a bill was brought in.
Many municipalities have emphatical-
ly objected to the cosl. The commit-
tee which deals with this might also
look over our Elections Act.” he said.

“The motion is worthy of the con-
sideration of the Xouse,~ said Attor-
noy-General Price. “We all agree
that the voters' lists might be greatly
improved. When the present method
was instituted, it was supposed that
the lists would be kept up to date.

The assessor only goes around certain
neriods of the year, and the lists can-
not be kept up to date.”

Mr. Sinclair's bill to amend the
Municipal Act so as 10 allow per-
sons whose names Wwere left off the
lists to vote, if they got a certificate
from the Assessment Commissioner or
City Clerk that their names were On
the assessment rolls, Wwas given 1ts
second reading. He had drafted it be-
fore he knew the whole question

would be taken up. he said.



